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COMl*ARAT!VE ALLOWANCES to XKG ROES in thk CROWN COI^ONIES unof.r thi. SLAVE LAW and the APPRENTICESHIP ORDl.VANCES 



G funeral Order in 
Couacil, 2nii Nov. 
18*31. 
Weekly Rations. 
The Governor or 
protector miglitsTib 
stitute other provi- 
sion equivalent iilU 
equally nutritiousi. 



Provision Grounds. 



AG K, &c. 



Slaves. 
Above 10 
'ears of age. 



S(-AVK PKOVlSfONf-; 



COLON ![F:.S. 



AGE, &c. 



Under 10 
iears of a^e. 
It' 15 years 
of nge. 

Under 1*' 
.•ears of age. 



I\rales 15 
, ear .'3 of age, 



.Yearly Clothing 
'fhe protector might Females 1 3 

substitute other 
articles equivalent 
thereto. 



Household 
Furniture. 



vears of age. 



Males 
under 15. 
Females 
under 13. 

Ivach family 

Each slave. 



21 jiin U of the Jlour or mca-l of' Gmncu 
or Indian coru, or 2i pbilf of wlie.at 
flour; or .^(j full grown plantains, 
or 50 lbs. of cocoas or v;ii!is ; anil 
also 7 herrings or shads, or oiher: 
salted ])rorisions eq^ial tiiereto, ■ 
One half of the above allowance, \ 
Or, 

Half an acre of land nof more than 
2 miles from ihe slave's residence. 
(Quarter of an acre of la.n.'. as aforesaid. 
In btjth cases, seeds and implementsi 
of husbandry on first entry : and 
40 ofays per annupi, in as many suc-i 
cessive weoks, for the purj)0se ofi 
cultivation. | 
And, ! 
One bat of chip, straw, i'elt, or otherj 
more durable material, one clothj 
jacket, two cotton check shirts, two' 
pair of Osnaburg trousers, iwo pair 
of shoes, one blanket, one knife, 
one razor. 
One chip or straw hat., two gowns or 
wrappers, two cotton shifts, two 
Osnaburg petticoats, two pair of 
shoes, 1 blanket, 1 pair of scissars. 
One hat, one cloth jacket, one pair of 

trousers, one pair of shoes. 
One chip or straw hat, one gown, one 
shift, one petticoat, 1 pair of .'dioes. 
And, 

One saucepan, one kettle, pot, or 
caldron. 

A wooden or iron bedstead, or boards, 
one foot above the around. 



BniTisu GuiAXA. lApprcntices 
Weekly Rations. | Above 12 

The Governor, dis-years of age. 

trict sessions, or; 

chairman muy sub-; 

stitute other provi-' 

sions equivalent vSc Under li^ 

equally nutritious. 



years of age. 



Provision Ground. 



Yearly Clothing. 
The district sessions 
or chairman may 
substitute equiva- 

eut articles. 



Household 
Eurniture. 



A P P H.E STIC ES flip PRO V I SIO N S 



jM.iirRiTius. 



Males. 

F'.Tiales. 

Children 
1 to o ycais 
of age. 

Infimts. 
Each house. 

Each family. 



10 pinii of wheat flour, hidtan corn, meal, or rice, or 7,0 lbs, weight ( 
full grown plantains ; or 2ij lbs. of yams, potatoes, or 20 lbs. * 
eddoes or tanyahs ; and also 3 lbs. salt fish (cod), or 4 lbs. ( 
herrings, mac'karel, or shads ; or two lbs. of salt beef or pork ; c 
4 lbs. of fresh beef or pork, with half a pint of salt. 

One half of the above allowance. 

Or. . ■ 

A sufficiency of land not more than 2 miles distant, seeds, imph 
ments. and 40 days, in as many weeks for cultivation. 

And, 

One felt hat, I blueclothjacket(lined),lpnirof blue cloth trouser- 
1 pair of duck trousers, 1 linen check shirt, i red woollen shui 
1 woollen cap, 2 Salempores caps, 1 knife, 1 razor, 1 blanket. 

One felt hat, 2 handkerchiefs, 1 woollen wrapper, 1 penniston 
petticoat, 1 check shift (5 yds.), 1 Salempores petticoat (4 "yds.;. 
1 blanJiet, 1 pair of scissars. 

Three check shirts, 1 blanket, and 1 woollen cap. 

One piece of calico and 5 yards of check each. 

One table for meals, each male or female above 12, a saucepai 
yearly for cooking, and bedstead as in slave provisions, to wll. 

An iron pot for cooking yearly. 



Ab 



Weekly Rations, 
The Governor mav'vears of as-e 
substitute other pro- 
visions equivalent 
& equally nutrious. 



■Six pints of icheaten or rye flour, or rice, or nine pints of corn meal, o 
ove 10 i farine of manioc, or 7 lbs. of biscuit, or 50 full grown plantains, o 
2 1 lbs. "of yams or casada, or sweet potatoes, or eddoes, or tanyaiis 
and 3^ lbs, of cod fish (called salt nsh). 
Under 10 iOne half of the above allowance. 



vears ot ageJ 



Or, 



{^revision Grounds. 



Yearly Clothing, or 
equivalent articles 
at the discretion of 
I he special justice 

Household 
Furniture. 



Tiu 



MDAO. 



The same ground as in the Slave Order in Council of 2ri( 
November^ 1831 , v.-tth not less than 4^ ht vrs per u-eek, mr man 
than 7 hours per iveek for cultivation, at- the discretion of ihi 
Governor and Council. 

And, 

Males above One felt hat, 1 Scotch bonnet, 1 cloth wrapper or jacket, "2 red 



5 years. 

Female.s 
above 5 yrs. 

All. 



flannel, or Osnaburg, or check shirts, 2 pair of cloth, Osnaburg, 
or sheeting trousers, 1 knife. 
One felt hat, 1 clotli wrapper, 2 neckerchiefs, 2 linen or co'c;£>n 
shifts, 2 dowlas or Osnaburg petticoats, 1 pair of scissars. V. , '•,.; ■ 
One tin jsan or pannikin annually, 1 blanket every 2 years, 1 iron'^iof 
; every .'3 vears or oftener if necessarv, and bedstead as above. 

iTlie same provisions as in Mauritius. 



Cape or Good 



St. T^ucia. 
Weekly Rations. 
I'ro vision Grounds 



Such food, clothing, lodging, and other maintenance aud allowances, 
as by the hnvs of the Colony cn the 30r/t of Nov., 1832, an ovv'ner 
was required to supply to slaves of the same age and sex. And 
special justices are authorized to substitute clothing in the same 
manner as the protectors of slaves. The specific provisions of 
this Colony are not known. 



^■ c urly Clothing. 



Above 10 TLf i^amo allowance as in the Slave Order in Council of 2nd Nov., 
rears of av^e. :.8.iJ, or in lieu thereof /our pots of manioc fiour or farine, and 
2 A lbs. of salt fish, or fresh or salt meat. 
Under 10 One half of the above allowance. 

The same as in Slave Order in Council of 2nd Nov., 1831. 

Males above One hat of chip, straw, felt, or other more durable material, or 1 
15 years. Kilmarnock cap, 1 cloth jacket, or blue baize, or pennistone fi-ock 
or seaman's shirt, 2 cotton or linen check shirts, 2 pair Osnaburg- 
trousers, and 1 blanket. 
One chip or straw hat, or 2 check cottoii handkerchiefs, 1 blue 
baize or pennistone frock or wrap.per, '2 cotton or linen check 
shifts, 2 Osnaburg petticoats, 1 blanket, and 1 pair of scissars. 
Males under One hat or cap as aforesaid, 1 jacket, or frock or seaman's shirt as 
aforesaid, 1, shirt as aforesaid, 1 pair of trousers as aforesaid. 
One hat or 2 handkerch'efs as aforesaid, 1 frock or wrapper as 



flousehoid 
Furniture. 

MoxDunAS. 



Females 
nboveloyrs 



lb years. 
Females 
■nder 13vrs 



2 handkerch'Cfs as aforesaid, 1 frock o 
1 ])etticoat as aforesaid. 
A bedstead for each apprentice 



aforesaid, 1 shift, aTid 



IS per Slave Order 



m Council of 



2nd November, 1831. 



file sj>eci!ie pioviaions of this Colony are not known ; but they 
aro u.idev.-iiood to be the same as the former slave allowiijces. 



NOTES AND OBSKRVATIONS ON THE ABOVE TABLE. 
r.Mi... Gt'iH-A.— The fof.d of apprentices in this Colony is to a very great extenf farinaceous ; from which it will be seen, that the weekly rations of the apprentices 
' .^enwiliv have been reduced below one-half oi the allowance in slavery ; and that apprentices between the ages of ten and twelve years have been further 
abriil.'cd of one half of this reduced allowance. A specified ^u;mtitv of provision ground which was enjoyed under the s ave law has been moreover, 
i-xchmt'-ed for the uncertain allowance of a " sufficiency^ It may be difficult to ascertain the respective values of other articles substituted by the appren- 
ti^'e^hiT^ ordinances ; but h is observable that shoes, an article much required in digging dykes, &c. are wholly withdrawn. , • . ^ , 

!5,t^,,5,,.i-u- — in this Colonv, the farim.; oous food is reduced considerablv below oJie-Z/fl//'; and in the case of wheat and rye, much below on^^/nrri ot the slave 
' ' illowT^.ce, nice however, is the prui'-ipal food of the negroes in this Colony, and this aiJicle is allowed in the same proportion on ly, as wheat and flour. 
And th.' thuu allowed for cultivation ;4 j vo vision grounds is also greatly "reduced. The respective values of articles of clothing whici vary liavq 
v.o.l bfej! asc«rtain'*d. 

ru{N-ii>-^J>.-— The allowances of this Colonv being the same as those of the Mauritius, similar observations ap^ , . ■_ -^i ^ lono ii 

t Aft u» (JooD i-Jort-.— 'Ihe speci<ic allowances of this Colony are not ascertained ; nor does it appear, whether ti.e .aw in .oree n, i^ovember, lo-.^, corresponded 
' with ihe law in force in Auirast, 1833, as required by the Imperial Act. The effect of this ordinance on free children is notic-d elsewhere. 
Ia-U'-a.— The quantity contained in a pot of manioc, &c. not appearing, no comparison can now be made with the slav^ ,. „ . , 

HoNJM^i<As.— The specific provisions of this Colony are not known ; but they are secured by no legal sanctions, and rest wholly upon an understanding with 
the empioyers. 



(B.) 



TABULAR VIEW OF WEEKLY RATIONS FOR APPRENTICES IN THE CHARTERED COLONIES, AS COMPARED WITH THE 

WEEKLY PRISON ALLOWANCE OF FELON SLAVES IN JAMAICA. 



I'RIsON ALLOWANCK OF 
SLAVES IN JAMAICA. 



AJ'l'RENTICESHIV ALLOV/- 
NCKS iii tlte following Colonies, 
eclarcHi to be udequute by Oiders 
1 Council. 



•iJIAIC.V 



\ KB A WOES 



r, Christopher's 



[OXTSERRAT 



ortTOL.' 



e. Vincent 



RENAD.V 



OBAGO 



AHAifAS 



By an Act passed in this Colony, in the year 18G1, and entitled " An Act for the Government of Slaves." All slaves 
confined ni 'vorkhouses or gaols, AvcreViititled to a weekly allowance of 14 piuls of ungroxind Guinea ■ .• Indian coru^ 
or 21 pinttf of wheat flour., or full yroicn plantainHf or 5(5 of cocoati or ijatns, and .sp-Vi-n herrings or .shads, or 
other mlted provixionit equal thereto. 



AGE, ice. 



Above 
10 years. 
Under 10. 



FARINACEOUS FOOD. 



No specific allowenccs ai*. granteU to a;>i>renUces 
in this Colony. But the emploj ers ure required 
under the Abolition Act to make " good and 
aniplp, provisian" for t'ism. 



ESCULENT ROOTS. 



Ttni pints of Ouinea ot indian com, or 
One half of thG shDr-r ;05cr,vaKce. 



Xiiic ]>iiits of Indian or Guinea corn, or beans, 
or riiilU pints of peas, or trheat, or rue-Jitiur, 
or Indian com meal, or nine pints of oatmeal, 
or sccfn pints of rice, or ei</!tt pints ol'Cusava 
flour or furine, or eiijht lbs. of biscuit, or 



.30 lbs. of plantains, potatoes, yams or ediloes 
and 



SALTED FOOD, JIEAT AND FISH. 



i?0 lbs. of yams or potatoes, or HI lbs. of eddoe" 
or tanyahs, or .50 lbs. of pUiutaids or bananas, 
and 



The same allowances as in Nevis : btit tlie 
Employer may apportion the wiiole quantity 
among the Negroes as he pleases. 



Above 
13 yeiira. 

Under 12. 



The same allowances as in Nevis. 



The same allowances as in Nevis. 



.\oove 
10 j-;>ara. 
Under 10. 



Six pints of corn, beans or peas, or six pints of 
Indian com meal, or four pin!,", of oatmeal, or 
four pints of rice, or Jour 2>ints of whoa* or 
rye flour, or six lbs. of Cassava bread or /«>■;/«•, 
or biscuit, or 

Such sufHcierit food as tho employers shall think 
proper, and for the sick and aged, such allow- 
ances us shall be tliought necessary. ■ 



No farinaceous food appears to be allowed in 
this Colony, 



No specific provisions ure made in this Colony, 
b\it employers ure re<iuire<i to iup])ly provision 
gro jnd ; and in default of provision ground 
to make " ample provision" by " some other 
)cii>/s and tnciins.'' .4iid 



'ii) lbs. of yams, jiotaloes, or other esculent roots, 
or 15 lbs. of iiluntuins or bananas, and 



iS'or esculent roots, btsi provision ground in lieu 
thereof, and 



Fourteen? pints of com mqijl, or tm pints of rice'-iO lbs. of yams, or '-'") lbs. of sweet jintatoes, or 
or^fiour, or ! ."JO lbs. of full •rrowu plantaiiis, or otherwise 

provision grounds and. 



One half of the above allowance. 



Above \Oii-c. pevh of ungrouud luJian or Guinea corn, or 00 lbs. of potatoes, cocoas, or y;iiris. 
10 years. 1 2] pints of wheat flour, or \i pints of rice, tiv' 
Under 10. !One half of the above allowance. And domesticsi 
I are to be fed in like manner, or a proper etpii-j 
valent substituted. 



I'wo lbs. of cod flsh, or herrings, shads, or other 
pickletl (isii, or other suited provisions equal 
thereto. In times of scarcity, the Governor 
may iiibstitute an;i other provisions for th(^ 
irltole of the upprcnticeshiit alkiwuiu-es. 



One and b quarter pound of herrings, 5had>, 
nittckerel, or other salted jirovlsions, or two 
and a half of fresh Ji.ih, or other freah pro^ i- 
sions : provided, that during the inttniii»ct«re 
of sugar, the employer may reduce the wh61r 
apprenticeship allowance-* to four-flftlis. 



Two lbs. of salted provision* or four Ihk. of 
fresh fish. 



Two lbs. of salted fish or somi? equivalent. 



Two U)s. of salt ftsli, and oni 
other equivalent provisions. 



pint of salt or 



Two lbs, of salt fish, or other equivalent -provi- 
sion, or other food, as the age and statu of 
heiilth may require. 



From this Table it will appear, that the allowance oi fiirinnci oin, food in Tortola is less than one half i.f the pri-on allowance of Jamaica unt'/r the slave law, m respect of corn, 
and than one-fifth in respect of flour; and in Nevis, St. Christopher's, Montserrat, and Dominii-.i, it is liiile more than one hsdf of either corn or flour. In Burbadocs it is little mors 
than two-thirds of corn. In Harbudoes, Tortola, Tobago. Rahamas, the allowance is further reduced one lialf below tlie ages of ten or twelve yinirs. , • • 

With regard to esculent food, the exact amount of reduction is less ensilv -aseertained, the (|uantitv being now determined by n-eiijht, instead of by niimtiers; but it is worthy of 
remark, that the weight now allowed includes, in the case of plantains, both rind and stem, iKtving only one-third of the whole as actual food. It should be ooserved, tiuit in Jiimau^ 
and the Jy«/ia//irt.t, no M/< or .»«/<£'rf food (un essential aliment) is allowed. It might be urged, that in the Biiiiamas salt maybe pro<-ured from the pits at pleasure; but fince tin- 
Abolition Act, this would be feloni , if without permission. It must, likewise, be retuembered, that the " customurv inilnlgences." which, in some degree, cojapeusatetl for inadeqiwte .eg-^1 
allowances under the old systeni,'ure now denied as u muttpr of right, and in many ca!-cs ure actually willidru'^n ; and that the children of apprenticed parei\ls, not being tlieitiielvei 
ipprentices. un.- by Law excluded from the benefit of theso provisions altogether. 



APPENDIX A. 



Extj'acts from the Imperial Act, entituied, " An Act for the 
Abolition of Slavery throughout the British Colonies ; 
for promoting the Industry of the manumitted Slaves; ^ 
and for compensating the Persons hitherto entitled to 
the Services of such Slaves." [28th Augrust, 1833. 3rd& 
4th Geo. IV. cap. 73.] 

WiiEREAs divers parsons are holdeu in Slavery within divers of llis IMajesty's 
Colonies, and it is just and expedient that all such persons should be manumitted 
and set free, and that a reasonable compensation should be made to the persons 
hitherto entitled to the services of such slaves for the loss which they will incur 
by being deprived of their right to such services : and whereas, it is alco expe- 
dient that provision should be made for promoting the industry, and securing the 
good conduct of the persons so to be manumitted, for a limited period after such 
their manumission : and whereas, it is necessary that the laws now in force in the 
said several Colonies should forthwith be adapted to the new state and relations 
of society therein, which will follow upon such general manumission as aforesaid 
of the slaves ; and that, in order to afford the necessary time for such adaptation 
of the said laws, a.short interval should elapse before such manumission should 
tate effect ; be it, therefore, enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, by 
and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, that from and after the first day of August, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-four, all persons who, in conformity with the laws now in force in the said 
Colonies respectively, shall on or before the first day of August; one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-four, have been duly registered as slaves in any such 
Colony, and who, on the said first day of August, one thousand eight huixdred and 
thirty-four, shall ha actually witliin any such Colony, and who shall by such 
registries appear to be on the said first day of August, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-four, of the full age of six years or upwards, shall, by force and virtue 
of this Act, and without the previous execution of any indenture of apprentice- 
ship, or other deed or instrument for that purpose, become and be a{>prenticed 
labourers; provided that, for the purposes aforesaid, every slave engaged in his 
ordinary occupation on the seas, shall be deemed and taken to be within the 
Colony to which such slave shall belong. 

2. And be it further enacted. That during the continuance of the apprenticeship 
of any such apprenticed labourer, such person or persons shall be entitled to the 
services of such apprenticed labourer, as would for the time being, have been 
entitled to his or bar services as a slave, if this Act had liot been made. 

3. Provided also, and be it further enacted, That all slaves, who may, at any 
time previous to the passing of this Act, have been brought with the consent of 
their possessors, and all apprenticed labourer who may hereafter, with the like 
consent, be brought into any part of the United li^ingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, shall, from and after the passing of this Act, be absolutely and entirely 
free to all intents and purposes whatsoever. 

4. And whereas, it is expedient. That all such apprenticed labourers should, for 
the purposes herein-after mentioned, be divided into three distinct classes, the 
first of such classes, consisting of praidial apprenticed labourers attached to the 
soil, and comprising all persons, who, in their state of slavery, were usually em- 
ployed in agriculture, or in the ."nanufacture of Colonial produce or otherwise, 

D 



34 



APPKNOIX A. EXTRACTS FROM IMPERIAL ACT. 



upon lands belonging to their owners ; the second of such classes, consisting of 
prffidia'i apprenticed labourers not attached to the soil, and comprising all persons, 
whoj in their state of slavery, were usually employed in agriculture, or in the 
manufacture of Colonial produce or otherwise, upon lands not belonging to their 
owners ; and the third of such classes, consisting of non-prsedial apprenticed 
labourers, and comprising all apprenticed labourers not included within eitlier 
of the two preceding classes - be it, therefore, enacted, that such division as 
aforesaid, of the said apprenticed labourers into such classes, as aforesaid, shall 
be carried into effect, in such manner and form, and subject to such rules and 
regulations as shall for that purpose be established under such authority, and 
in and by such Acts of Assembly, ordinances, or orders in council, as herein 
after mentioned : provided always, that no person of the age of twelve years and 
upwards shall by or by virtue of any such Act of Assembly, ordinances, or 
order in council be included in either of the said two classes of praedial appren- 
ticed labourers, unless such person shall, for twelve calendar months, at the 
least, next before the passing of this present Act, have been habitually employed 
in agriculture or in the manufacture of Colonial produce. 

5. And be it further enacted, that no person, who, by virtue of this Act, or of any 
such Act of Assembly, Ordinance, or Order in Council, us aforesaid, shall become 
a prsedial apprenticed labour, whether attached or not attached to the soil, shall 
contii^ue in such apprenticeship beyond the first day of August, one tl^ousand 
eight hundred and forty ; and that, during such his or her apprenticeship no such 
prcedial apprenticed labourer , whether attached or not attached to the soil, shall bo 
bound or liable, by virtue of sucli apprenticeship, to perform any labour in the 
service of his or her employer or employers for more than forty-five hours, in the 
whole, in any one week. 

6. And be it further enacted, that no person, who, by virtue of this Act or of 
any such Act of Assembly, Ordinance, or Order in Council, as aforesaid, shall 
become a non-praedial apprenticed labourer, shall continue in such apprenticeship 
beyond tho first day of August, one thousand eight hundred and tuirty-ei«;ht. 

'?. And be it further enacted, That if before any such apprenticeship shall have 
expired, the person or persons entitled for and during the remainder of any such 
term to the services of such apprenticed labourer, shall be desirous to discharge 
him or her from such apprenticesliip, it shall be lawful for such person or persons 
so to do by any deed or instrument to be by him, her, or them, for that purpose 
made and executed ; which deed or instrument sfeali be in such form, and shall 
be executed and recorded in such manner, and with such solemnities, as ohall for 
that purpose be prescribed under such authority, and in and by such Acts of 
Assembly, Ordinances, or Orders in Council, as herein-after mentioned : provided 
nevertheless, that if any person so discharged from any such apprenticeship by 
any such voluntary act, as aforesaid, shall, at that time, be of the age of fifty 
years or upwards, or shall be then labouring under any such disease, or mental, 
or bodilv infirmity, as may render him or l\er incapable of earning his or her 
subsistence, then, and in every such case, the person or persons so discharging 
any such apprenticed labourer, as aforesaid, shall continue and be liable to provide 
for the support and maintenance of such apprenticed labourer during the remain- 
ing term of such original apprenticeship, as fully as if such apprenticed labourer 
had not been discharged therefrom. 

8. And be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for any such apprenticed 
labourer to p:archase his or her discharge from stich apprenticeship, even without the 
consent, or in opposition, if necessary, to the will of the person or persons entitled 
to his or her services, upon payment to such person or persons of ihe app aised 
value of such services ; which appraisement shall be effected, and irliich purchase 
money shall be paid and applied, and which discharge shall be give.i i'.nd executed, 
in such manner and form, and upon, under, and subject to suoh conditions, 
as shall be prescribed under such authority, and by such Acts of Assembly, 
Ordinances, or Orders in Council, as are herein-after mentioned. 

9. And be it further enacted. That no apprenticed labourer shall be subject or 
liable to be removed from the Colony to which he or slie may belong ; and that 
no praedial apprenticed labourer who may, in manner aforesaid, become attached 
to the soil, shall become subject or liable to perform any labour in the service of 
his or her employer or employers, except upon, or in, or about the works and 
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business of the plantations or estates to which such prsedial apprentici&d labourer 
shall have been attached, or on which he or she shall have been usually employed 
on, or previously to the said first day of August, one tlwusatid eight hundred and 
thirty-four : Provided n'?vertheles3, that witli the consent in writing of any two 
or more justices of the peace, holding, such special commission as herein-after 
mentioned, it shall be lawful for the person or persons entitled to the services of 
any such attached apprenticed labourer or labourers to transfer his or their services 
to any other estate or plantation, witliin the «^me Colony, to such person or 
persons belonging ; which written consent shall in no case be given, or be of 
f»ny validity, unless any such justices of the peace, shall first have ascertained 
that such traasfer would not have the effect of separating any such attached 
priBdial apprenticod labourer from his or her wife or husband, parent or child, or 
from any person or persons repivted to be^r Bwch relation io him or her. and that 
such transfer would not probably be iuJoLrious to the health or welfare of such 
attached prasdial apprenticed labourer ; and such written consent to any such 
removal shall be expressed in such terms, and shall be in each case given, attested, 
aud recorded in such manner, as shall for that purpose bo prescribed under such 
aufhority, and by such Acts of Assembly, Ordinances, and Orders in Council, as 
herpin-after mentioned. 

10. And be it further enacted and declared. That the right or interest of any 
employer 07 employers to and in the services of any such apprenticed labourers, 
as aforesaid,"shall pass and be transferable by bargain and sale, contract, deed, 
conveyance, v/ill, or descent, according to such rules, and in such manner, as 
shall for that purpose be provided by any such Acts of Assembly, Ordinances, 
Orders in Council as herein-aftsr mentioned ; provided that no such apprenticed 
labourer shall, by virtue of any such bargain and sale, contract, deed, conveyance, 
%vill, or descent, be subject or Irable to be separated from his or her wife or hus- 
band, parent or child, or from any pei-son or persons reputed to bear any such 
relation to him or her. 

11. And be it further enacted. That during the continuance of any such appren- 
ticeship, as aforesaid, the person or persons, for the time being, entitled to the 
servictiij of every such apprenticed labourer, shall be, and is, and are hereby 
required to supply him or her with such food, clothing, lodging, medicine, 
medicid attondaace, and such other mtuatenanco and aUov.-ances, as by any law 
now in force in the Colony to which such apjjrenticed labourer may belong, an 
owner is required to supply to and for any slave, being of the same age and sex, 
ris.such apprenticed labourer shall be ; and in cases in which the food of any such 
j)T;jfd»ul apprenticed labourer should be supplied, not by the delivery to him or 
hsr of provisions", b>>^t by the cultivation, by such prajdial apprenticed labourer, of 
grpun^i; G^it apart for the growth of provisions, the person or persons entitled to 
his or tier ner*ices shall, and is, or are liereby required to provide such pra;dial 
apprenticed labourer with ge'jt»^jd"s4equate, both in quantity and quality, for bis 
or her support, and within a reasonaole distance of his or her usual plate of abode, 
ami to allow to such prandial apprentic'ed labourer, from and out of the annual 
time during which he or she may be rftfi'nredLt-. labour, after the rate of forty-tive 
hours per week, as aforesaid, in the service of such his or her employer or 
emi)loyers, such a portion of time as shall be a^quate for the j)roper cultivation 
of such ground, and for the raising and secuinug the crops thereon grown ; the 
actual extent of which ground, and the distance thereof from the place of residence 
of the pncdial apprenticed labourer for whose use it may be so allotted, and the 

ngth of time to be deducted for the cultivation of the said ground, of the said 
annual time, shall and may, in each of the Colonies, at"oresaid, be regulated under 
such authorities, and by such Acts of Assembly, Ordinances, or Orders in Council, 
as herein-after mentioned. 

12. And be it further enacted. That, subject to the obligations imposed by this 
Act, or to be imposed by any such Act of General Assembly, Ordinance, or Order in 
Council, as herein-after mentioned, upon such apprenticed labourers, as aforesaid, 
all and every the persons, who on the said first day of August, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-four, shall be holden in slavery within any such British Colony, 
as aforesaid, shall upon, and from, and after the said first day of August, or& 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-four^ become, and be to all intents and i)urposes 
free and discharged of and fronri all manner of slavery, and shall be absolutely, 
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and for ever i>mnmn:i,ted ; and tbat the children thereafter to be horn to any such 
persons, and the offspring of such children, shall in like manner he free from 
their hirth ; and, that from and after the said first day of August, one tliousand 
eight hundred and thirty-four, slavery shal! be, and is hereby utterly and for ever 
abolished, and declared unlawful throughout the British t'oloaies, plantations, 
■and possessions abroad. 

13. And whereas, it may happen that pl iMren, who have not attained the sfge 
of six years on the said first day of August, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-four, or that children, who after that day may be born to any female appren- 
ticed labourers, may not be properly supported by their parents, and that no 
other p£?rson may be disposed voluntarily to undertake the support of such chil- 
dren ; and it is necessary that provision should be made for the maintenance of 
such children in any such Contingency ; be it therefore enacted, that if any child, 
who, on the said first day of August, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, 
had not completed his or her sixth year, or if any child, to which any female 
apprenticed labourer may give birth on or after the said first day of August, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty- four, shall be brought before any justice of 
the peace holding any such special commission as herein-after mentioned, and if 
it shall be made to appear to the satisfoction of such jtxstice, that any such child 
is unprovided with any adequate maintenance, and that such child hath not com- 
pleted his or her age of twelve years, ic shall be lawful for such justice, and he 
is hereby required, on behalf of any such child, to execute an indenture of appren- 
ticeship, thereby binding such child as an apprenticed labourer to the person or 
persons entitled to the services of the mother of such child, or who had been 
last entitled to the services of such mother ; but, in case it shall be made to 
appear to any such justice, that such person or persons aforesaid in cr are unable, 
or unfit to enter into such indenture, and propsily to perform the conditions 
thereof, then it shall he law<"ul for such justice, and he is hereby required by such 
indenture to bind any such child to any other person or persons to be, by him, 
for that purpose approved, and who may be willing and able properly to perform 
such conditions ; and it shall by every such indenture of apprenticeship be de- 
clared wliether such child shall thenceforward belong to the class of attached 
prsedial apprenticed labourers, or to the class of unattached prajdial apprenticed 
labourers, or to the class of non-pra;dial apprenticed labourers ; and the term of 
such apprenticeship of any such child shall, by such indenture, be limited and 
made to continue in force until such child shall have completed his or her iwenty- 
first year, and no longer; and every child so apprenticed, as aforesaid, by the 
order of any such justice of the peace, as aforesaid, shall, during his or her 
apprenticeship, be subject to all such, and the same rules and regulations respect- 
ing the work or labour to be by them done or performed, and respecting the food 
and other supplies to be to him or her furnished, as any other such apprenticed 
labourers, as aforesaid : provided always, that the said indenture of apprentice- 
ship shall contain sufficient words of obligation upon the employer to allow 
reasonable time and opportunity for the education and religious instruction of 
such child. 

14. And for en>',uring the effectual superintendence of the said apprenticed 
labouroid, and the execution of this Act, be it enacted. That it shall and may be 
lawful for His INIajesty to issue, or to authorize the governor of any such Colony, 
as aforesaid, in the name and on the behalf of His Majeaty^J^ ijfsue under the 
public seal of any such Colony, one or more special commission 6rcctriT»u^siOi-.3 . 
to any one or more person or persons, constituting him or them a justice^ or ' 

- justices of the peace for thg whole of an)' such Colony, or for any parish, pfv-inct, • 
quarter, or other district within the same, for the special purpose of giving effect 
to this present Act, and to any laws which may, in manjier horein-after mentioned, 
be made for giving more complete effect to the same ; and every person to or 
in favour of whom any such commission may be issued, shall, by force and virtue 
thereof, and witliout any other qualification,' be entitled and competent to act as 
a justice of tho peace within the limits prescribed by such his commission for 
such special purposes aforesaid, but for no other purposes : provided nevertheless, 
that nothing herein contained shall prevent or be construed to prevent any person 
commissioned as a justice of the peace, for such special purpose, as aforesaid, 
from being included in the general commissiou of ths peace for any such Colony, 
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or for any parish, precinct, quarter, or auj other district thereof, ia sa3e it shall 
seem fit to His Majesty, or to the efovernor of any smjh Colony acting by J^ig 
Majesty's authority, to address both such special commission, and such general 
commission, as aforesaid, in any case to the same person or persons, 

15. And be it further enacted, That His Majesty shall be, and he is hereby 
authorized to grant to any person or persons, not exceeding one hundred ia the 
whole, holding any such special commission or commissions, as aforesaid, and so 
from time to time, as vacancies may occur, salaries at and after a rate not exceed- 
ing, in any case, the sum of three hundred pounds sterling per annum, which 
salary shall be payable so long only as any such justice of the peace shall retain 
any such special commission, and shall be actually resident in such CoIonVv and 
engaged in the discharge of the duties of such his office j provided, tbat no 
person receiving or entitled to receive any half pay, pension, or allowance for ct- 
in respect of any pr.st services in His Majesty's naval or land forces shall, by the 
acceptance of any such ^special commission or salary, as aforesaid, forfeit or 
become incapable of receiving or lose his right to receive such half pay, pension, 
or allowance, or any part thereof, any law, statute, or usage to the contrary 
in anywise notwithstanding : provided also, that there bo annv ally laid boforo 
both Houses of Parliament, a list of the names of all persons to whom any such 
salary shall be so granted, specifying the dale of every such commission, atld ths 
amov-nt of the salary assigned to every such justice of the peace. 

16, . And whereas, it is necessary that various rules and regulations should be 
framed and established for ascertaining, with reference to each apprenticed 
labourer within the said Colonies respectively, whether ho or she belongs to tho 
class of attached prandial apprenticed labourers, or to the class of unattached 
apprenticed labourers, or to the class of non-prajdial af)prenticed labourers, and 
for determining the manner and form in which, and the solemnities with which 
the voluntary- discharge of any apprenticed labourer from sach his or her appren- 
ticeship may be effected, and for prescribing the form and manner in which, and 
th.Q solemnities with which the purchase, by any such apprenticed labourer, or 
his or her discharge from such apprenticeship without, or in opposition, if 
necessary, to the consent of the person or persons entitled to his or her services, 
shall be effected, and how the necessary appraisement of the future value of such 
services shall be made, and hbw aud to whom the amount of such appraisement 
shall in each case be paid and apjdied, and in what manner and forui, and bv 
wuuiii iue discharge from any such apprenticeship shall tliereupon be given, 
executed, and recorded : and it is aiso necessary, for the preservation of peace 
throughout the said Colonies, that prop«r regulations should be framed and 
established, for the maintenance of order and good discipline amonj,'st the said 
apprenticed labourers, and for ensuring the punctual discharge of the services 
due by them to their respective eraploj'ers, and for the ^prevention and punish- 
ment of indoience, or the neglect or improper performance of work bv any such 
apprenticed labourer, and for enforcing the due performance by any mch appren- 
ticed labourer of any contract into wlsich he or she may voluntarily enter, tor nnv 
hired service during the time in which he or she may not he bouiid to labour for 
his or her employer, and for the prevention and punishment of insolence -and 
insubordination, on the part of any such apprenticed labourers towards their 
employers, and for the prevention or punishment of vagrancy, or of any conduct 
on the part of any such apprenticed labourers injuring or tending to the injury 
of the property of any such ersployejf;, and for the suppression and punishment of 
any riot or combined resisfaiifje -of- the laws on the par's of any such apprenticed 
labourers, and for preventing the escape of any such apprenticed labourers, during 
their term of appreiiticeship, from the Colonics tc whicS^ they may rfspectivelv 
belong : and whereas, it will also be necessary for the protection of such appren- 
ticed labourers, as aforesaid, that various regulations should be fraraed and 
established in the said respective Colonies, (gv securing punctuality and method 
in the supply, to them, of such food, clothing, lodging, medicines, medical 
attendance, and such other maintanance and allowances as they are hereinbefore 
declared entitled to receive, and for regulating the amount and quality of all such 
articles, in casos where the laws aL present enisting I'n any such Colony may not 
in the case of -slaves have made any regulation, or any adequate regulation for 
that purpose ; and it is also necessary, that proper rules should be established for 
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inevetitioii -and jnjiiishm^t of any frauds which miglit bo practised, or of any 
oaiissions or neglects vvhich m^ght occur, rftspoctiag- the 'luatitity oi the quality 
of tiie supplies so to be furnislitd, or rsspectip.j; the .periods for the delivery of 
the sarua ; ArA whereas, it is necessai-,-, Ic. those cases in which the food of any 
sucii pr'ii'inul sxppreiiticed labourers, as aforesaid, mty either wholly or in part be 
raisfid by thcin-iclvos, fay the caitivatioa of groand to be set apart and allotted for 
that purpose, that proper regulations should be made and established as to the 
exterit of such grounds, and as to the distance at which such grounds may be so 
allotted from tlte ordinary place of abode of such prjedial apprenticed labourers, 
and respecting^ the deduction to be made for the cultivation of such grounds from 
the annual time duriisg which such prredial apprenticed labourers are hereinbefore 
declared liable to labour : And whereas, it msy also be necessary, by such regula- 
tions, as aforesaid, to secure to the said prrcdial apprenticed labourers the enjoy- 
ment, for their own benefit, of that portion of their time during which they are not 
liereby required to labour in the service of their respective cmployGrs," and for 
securing exactness in the computation of the time during wliich such pncdial 
apprenticed labourers are hereby required to labour in tlie service of such their 
re:ipective employers •, and it is also necessary, that provision should bo made for 
preventing the imposition of task-work on any such apprenticed labourer without 
his or her free consent to undertake the same ; but tony be necessary, by such 
regulations in certain cases to require and provide for the ac([uiescence of tho 
rc'nority of the prsedi^l apprenticed labourers attached to any estate, in the dis- 
tribution and apportionment, amongst the whole body of such labourers, of any 
task-work, which the majority of such body shall be willing and desirous collec- 
tively to undertake ; and it is also necessary', that regulations should be made 
respecting any voluntary contracts into which any apprenticed labourers may 
enter witli theiir, respective cm})loyers, or with any other ))erson for hired service 
for any future period, and for limiting the greatest period of time to which such 
voluntary contract may extend, and for enforcing the punctual and effectual 
performance of such voluntary contracts on the part, both of such apprenticed 
labourers, and of tlie person or persons engaging for their employment or hire ; 
and it is also necessary, thi»t regulations should be made for the prevention or 
yuinishment of any cruelty, injustice, or other wrong or injury which may be 
done to, or inflicted upon any such apprenticed labourers, by the persons entitled 
to their services ; and it is also necessary, that proper regulations should be made 
respecting the manner and form in which such indentures of apprenticeship, as 
aioresuid, shall be made on behalf of such children, as aforesaid, and respecting the 
registering and preservation of all such indentures : and whereas, it is also necessary, 
that provision should he made for ensuring promptitude and dispatch, and for pre- 
venting all unnecessary expense, in the discharge, by the justices of the peace hold- 
ing such special commission, as aforesaid, of the jurisdiction and authorities thereby 
committed to them, and for enabling such justices to decide,in a aummary way. such 
questions as may be brought before them in that capacity, and for the division of 
the said respective Colonies into districts for the purposes of such jurisdiction, 
and for the frequent and punctual visitation, by such justices of the peace, of 
tlie apprenticed labo\n-ers within such their respective districts ; and it is also 
necessary, that regulations should be made for indemnifying and protecting such 
justices of the peace in the upright execution and dischai-ge of their duties : and 
whereas, such regulations, as aforesaid, could not, without great inconveniyiiue, 
be made, except by the respective governors, councils, and assemblies, or other 
legislatures of the said respective Colonies, or by His Majesty, with the advice 
of his privy council, in reference to those Colonies to which the Legislative 
authority of His Majesty in council extends ; be it therefore enacted and declared, 
that nothing in this Act contained extends, or shall be construed, to extend to 
prevent the enactment, by the rosjiective governors, councils, and jissemblies, or by 
such other local Legislatures, as aforesaid, or by His iMajesty, with the advice of 
his privy council, of any such Acts of General Assembly, or ordinances; or 
orders in council, as may be requisite for making and establishing such several 
rules and regulations, as aforesaid, or any of them, or for carrying the same, or 
any of them, into full and complete effect : provided nevertheless, that it shall 
n-)t be lawful for any such governor, council, and assembly, or for any such 
local Lf^gislature, ov for IJis Majestv in council,, by any such Acts of Assembly, 
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Ordinances, or Orders in Council, as iiforesaid, to muke or establish any enactment, 
reg^dlation, provision, rule, or order which shall be in anywise rspuguan^i or, con- 
tradictory to this present Act or any yjart thereof ; but that every such enactment, 
regulation, pro »»jioni rule, or order shall be, and is hereby declared to bo abso- 
lutely null and void, and of no effect. 

17. Provided also, and be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any 
such governor, council, and assembly, or other Colonial Legislature, or for His 
Majesty in Couricil,"by any such Act, Ordinance, or Order in Council, to authorize 
any person or persons entitled to the services of any such apprenticed labourer, 
or any person or persons other than such justices of peace holding such speiual 
commissions as aforesaid, to punish any such apprenticed labourer for any offence 
by him or her committed, or alledged to have been committed by the whipping, 
beating, or imprisonment of his or her person, or by any other personal or other 
correction or punishment whatsoever, or by any addition to the hours of labouv 
hereinbefore limited ; ner to authorize any court, judge, or justice of the peace 
to punish any such apprenticed labourer, being u female, for any offence by her 
committed, by whipping or beating her person ; and that every enactment, regu- 
lation, provision, rule, or order for any such purpose in any such Act, Ordinance, 
or Order'in Council contained shall be and is hereby declivred to be absolutely mill 
and void and of no effect: Provided always, that nothing in this Act contained 
doth or shall extend to exempt any apprenticed labourer in any of the said Co- 
lonies from the operation of aiiy law or police regulation which is or shall bo 
in force therein for the prevention or punishment of any offence, such law or 
police regulation being in force against and apjuicable to all other persons of free 
condition. 

18. Provided also, and bo it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for 
any such governor, council, and assembly, or for any such local legislature, or 
for His Majesty in Council, by any such actJi of general assembly. Ordinances, 
or Orders in Council as aforesaid, to authorize any magistrate or justice of the 
peace holding such special commissions as aforesaidp to take cognizance of any 
offence committed or alleged to have been committed by any such apprenticed 
labourer, or by his or her employer, in such tbeir relation to each other, or of 
the breach, violation, or neglect of any of the obligations owed by them to each 
other, or of any question, matter, or thin^r incident to or arising out of the rela- 
tions subsisting between such apprenticed labourers and persons respecti7ely 
entitled to their services ; and every enactment, regulation, provision, rule, or 
order in any such Acts, Ordinances, and Orders in Council to the contrary con- 
tained shall be and is hereby declared to be null and void and of no effect. 

19. And it is hereby further declared and enacted, That the several justices 
of the peace having special commissions as aforesaid, shall, within the resprfctivn 
Colonies to which they shall be resp^^ctively appointed, have, exercise, and enjoy 
a sole and exclusive jurisdiction over, and shall solely and e.vclusivelv take cog- 
nizance of, all such offences or alleged offences as last aforesad, and of every 
such breach, violation, or neglect of any of the aforesaid obligations, and of every 
such question, matter, or thing as aforesaid, any law, custom, or usage in any of 
the said Colonies to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding ; Provided never- 
theless, that nothing herein contained shall extend or be construed to extend to 
abrogate or take away the powers by law vested in the supreme courts of re- 
cord, or the superior courts of civil and criminal Justice in^any of the said repec- 
tive Colonies. 

20. Provided also, and be it further e.iacted. That no apprenticed labourer 
shall, by any such Act of Assembly, Ordinance, or Order in Council as aforesaid, 
be declared or rendered liable for and in respect of any offence by him or her 
committed, or for any cause or upon any ground or pretext whatsoever, except 
as hereafter is mentioned, to any prolongation of his or her term of apprentice- 
ship, or to any new or additional apprenticeship, or to any such additional labour 
as shall impose upon any such apprenticed labourer the obligation of working in 
the service or for the benefit of the person or persons entitled to his or her ser- 
vices for more than fifteen extra hours in the whole in any one week, but e very- 
such ^enactment, regulation, provision, rule, or order shall be and is hereby de- 
clared null and void and of no effect : Provided Nevertheless, that any sucIj Act 
of Assembly, Ordinance, or Order in Council as aforesaid, may contain provision, 
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for compellingf any apprenticed labourer who shall, dut ing his or hor apprentice- 
ship, wilfully absent himself or herself from the service ov his or her employers 
either to serve his tir her employer after the expiration of his or her apprentice- 
ship, for so long a time as he or she shall have so absented himself or liersialf 
from sach Sesrvicc, or to make satisfaction to his or her employer for the loss sus- 
tained by such absence, (e.icept so far as he or she shall have made( satis- 
faction for such absence, either out of such f^xtni hours as aforesaid, or oihei-vise,) 
but nevertheless so that such extra sevice or compensation shall not be compell- 
able after the expiration of seven yeurs next after the termination of the ap- 
preaticesbip of such apprentice. 

21. Provided always, and be it hereby further enacted, That neither under the 
provisions of this Act, nor under the obligations imposed by this Act, or to be 
imposed by any act of any general assembly. Ordinance, : or Order in Council, 
shall any apprenticed labourer be compelled or «ompieltable to labour on Sundays, 
except in woirks of necessity or in domestio Services, or in tiie protection of pro- 
perty, or in tending of cattle, nor shall any apprenticed labourer be liable to be 
hindered or prevented from attending' anywhere on Sundays for religious worship, 
at his or her free will or pleasure, but shall be at full liberty so to do without any 
let, denial, or interruption whwsoever. 

22. And whereas it may be expedient that persons in the condition of apprer~- 
ticed labourers should, during the continuance of such their apprenticeship, be 
exempted from the performance of certain civil and military services, and be 
disqualified from liolding certain civil and military offices, and from the enjoy- 
ment of certain political franchises, within the said Colonies, and be exerhpted 
from being arrested or imprisoned for debt ; be it therefore enacted. That nothing 
in this Act contained extends or shall be construed to extend to interfere with or 
prevent the enactment by the respective governors, councils, and assemblies, or 
by such other local legislature as aforesaid of any such colonies, or by His Ma,' 
j&sty in council in reference to such of the said colonies as are subject to the 
legislative authority of His Majesty in council, of any acts, ordinances, or orders 
in council for exempting any such apprenticed labourers as aforesaid, during the 
continuance of such their apprenticeship, from any such civil or military service 
as aforesaid, or for disqualifying them or any of them daring the contimiaac^ of 
any such apprenticeships from the erjoyment or discharge of any such political 
franchise as aforesaid, or for exempting them during the conliiiuance of such ap- 
prenticeships from being arrested or imprisoned for debt. 

23. And whereas it would be desirable that ssnch of the provisions of tbis 
Act as relate to the in.ermal concerns of the said respective colonies should 
be enacted in such respective colonies so far as may be possible by the au- 
thority of the several 1 ?al legislatures of such colonies respectively ; bo it 
tberefore enacted, That in case the governor, council, and assembly of any 
one or more of His Majesty's colonies aforesaid, shall, by any act or acts of 
general assembly for that purpose made, substitute for the several enactments 
herein-before contained, or any of tliem, any enactments accomplishing tlie 
several objects in such herein-beibre contained enactments respectively coRlem- 
plated as fuiiy and to the like effect, but in a marmer and form better adapted to 
the local circumstances of any such colonies or colony, and in case His Majesty 
shall, by any order or orders to be by him made, by the advice of his Privy Council, 
confirm &ad allow any such act or acts of assembly, and shall in and bv any such 
order or orders in council recite and set forth at length the several provisions and 
enactments of this present r.ct for which such other enaconents as aforesaid shall 
have been substituted by any such act or acts of general assembly, then and in 
such case so much and in such parts of this present act as shall be so recited nnd 
set forth at Vdngth in any such order or orders of His Majesty in council shall be 
suspended and cease to be of any force or eflect in any such colony from and after 
tho arrival !i>.\d proclamation therein of any such order or orders of His Majesty in 
council, and iihall continue to be so suspended so long as any such substituted 
enactments shall continue in force and unrepealed, and no longer. 

24. And whereas, towards compensating the persons at present entitled to the 
services of the slaves to be manumitted and set free by virtue of this act for the 
loss of such services. His Majesty's "lost dutiful and loyal subjects the Com- 
mons of Great Britain and Ireland in ^^i'liament assembled hiive resolved to give 



t-r;:.' . ^•■V. !y'>:-;./ ' ' ' ' , 

nnt! ■^^r.-irtf to ilis? Kl^lpij^f.y-'^^va sum, of potmds sterling ; be it 

Bnncted, Thnt the. ior4i;^|^i^d1^^ssip Ili^* Majesty's Treasury of tht! United • 

KingdoHj- of Great Britain aiid Xrokad may raise such sum or sums of money us 
sltali be required from tsme to tiroe under the jirovisions of this act, apd may 
grant as the consid'jrAtion for such sura or suras cf money redeoraable perpetual 
auKuities or annuities for terms of years (which said annuities respectively shnii 
be transferable aud payable at the Baulf of England), upon such terms and <po«- 
ditions «nd under such regulations sis to the time or times of paying the sniid sums 
of money agreed to be ra.'sed as ma^ be determined upon by the said Commis- 
siui erg of tlie Treasury, not erceeduig in tlie whole the sum of twenty millions 
poimds sterling ; Provided nevertheless, that the rate of interest at which tho 
said sums of money shall be from time to time raised shall be regulated anil 
governed by the price of the respective redeemable perpetual annuities or an- 
nuities for terms of years on the day preceding (or on the neitrest preceding 
day if it shall so happen that there shiaH bene price of such said annuilies re- 
spectively oa the day immediately prvf<;eding) the day of giving notice for raising 
such sum or sums of money, and that the rate of interest to.be allowed to the con- 
tributors for such sum or sums of money sball in no case exceed five shillings 
l)er centum per annum above the current rate of interest produced by the market 
price 01 any such redeemable perpetual annxiijies or annuities for terms of j>ears 
existing at the time, and in which such contracts shall bo made. 

■.:-»■■ ■» , * % 

44. And be -t further enacted, That no part of the said sum of twenty nnllions 
of pounds sterli.ig shall bo applied or shall be applicable to the purposes aforesaid, 
for the benefit of any person now entitled to the services of any slave in any of 
the Colonies aforesaid, nnlesi a>i order shall have been first made by His Majesty, 
with the advice of his privy council, declaring that adequate and satisfactory 
provision hath been made by iaw, in such Colony, fur givinfj effect to this present 
Act, by such furthei* and supplementary enuciments Visi Hforesald, nor unless a 
copy of such order in council, duly certified by one of the clerks in 'ordinary of 
His Majesty's privy council, shall, by the lord president of the co?mcil, have been 
transmitted to the lonis commissioners of IJis Majesty's treasury, or to the lord 
high treasurer for the tinie being, for their or his guidance and infomation ; and 
every such order shall be published three several times in the London Gazette, and 
shall be laid before both Housps of I'arliament within six weeks next after the 
date thereof, if Parliament shnii be then in session, and if not, within six weeks 
from the then next ensuing Session of Parliament. 

* ■>!• -X- ■«• 

i 46. And be it further enacted. That in case it shall appear to the said commis- 
sioners that any persons in respect of whom claims for compensation under the 
provisions of this Act shall have been made, have been registered and held in 
slavery in any of the said Colonies, in this Act mentioned, contrary to law, then, 
and in every such case, the said commissioners shall deduct from the sum to be 
appropriated as compensation to the proprietors in such Colony, such suKis as 
shall correspond %vitli the estimated value and number of the said persons so 
illegally registered and held in .slavery ; and, all such sum or sums which may bo 
deducted as herein-before provided, .shall be applied to;v!?:d.-» dcf-ayinglhe general 
expenses of the commission to be hereby appointed : Provided u?ways, that for 
the purpose of ascertainir'g in wiiat cases such deductions shall be made, every 
question which shall arise in any 3uch Colony respecting the servile condition of 
any persons tlierein registered as slaves, r.hall be inquired of and determihed by tho 
commisHioners to be appointed under thin Act, accwding to such rules of legal 
presumption and evidence as are or shall be e.stablished by any law in force, or 
which shail he in force in any such Colony. 

•» -» * -» 

58. And be it further enacted, That tho several adjudications and awards of the 
said commissioners, unless duly appealed from wi«hin the respective times to bo 
limited by His Majesll}! in comiijil iV<(j,that purpose, shall be final and conclu.sivo, 
and bi'iding upon all persoa»;i?^tere5fe<;itl;it;i:fjin or sffecfcd thereby ; and that the 
deGissoiiS of Mis Majesty^'Jn ffouncii, tipo^^^ l^hall in like jnanner 

be SrraV. M^ding, and cc«<5lusive. ; 'x::^' 

• v.. 
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62. And whereas in the settlemsnts in the occupation of Ilis Mnjesty, und of 
Ilia Majesty's subjects in Honduras, no law is in force for the registration of 
slaves, and doubts might be entertained respeciinff the authority of His Majesty, 
ti'ith the advice of his privy council, to make laws lunding on His Mtgesty's 
subjects therein ; be it, therefore, declared and enacted, That it is and shall be 
lawful for His Majesty, by any order or orders, to be by him for that purpose 
made, with the advice of his privy council, to establish a registry of slaves for the 
purposes of this Act, wiihis the said settlement; and all laws made by Ilis 
Alajesty for (he governmen*. of his said subjects, shall, for the purposes of this 
Act, be as valid and effectual as any laws made by His INIajesty in council, for 
the government of any Colonies subje-<;tto the legislative authority of His Majesty 
in council are or cati be. 

63- And be it further enacted. That wirhin the meaning and for the purposes of 
this Act, every person who for the time being shall be in the lawful administration 
of the government of any of the said Colonies, shall be taken to be the governor 
thereof. 

Oi-. And be it further enacted. That nothing in this Art coiitahied, doth or shall 
extend to any of the territories in the possession of the Isi.ii India Company, or to 
the Island of Ceylon, o? to the island of Saint Helena. 

(15. And be it further enacted. That in the Colonies of the Cape of Good Hope 
and Mauritius, the several parts of this Act shall take -effect and come into opera- 
tion, or shall cease to opr'.«(te and to be in force, as the case may be, at periods 
more rewiote than the respective periods herein-before for such purposes limited 
hv the following intervals of time ; videlicet, by four calendar months in tht? 
C^olony of the Cape of Good Hope, and by six calendar months lu the Colony of 
the Mauritius. 

66. And be it iuirther enacted and declared, That within the meaning and for th.9 
purpose/^ of this Act, all i<5lands and terriiories dependent upon any of the Colonies 
aforesaid^ and constituting parU of the ^;^nie Colonial government, shall re- 
spectively be taken to be parts of suoh respective Colonies. 
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Copy of " The Report of the Select Cominittee (of thf? 
House of Commons) appointed 28th March, 1836, to 
inquire into the Working of the Apprenticeship System 
in the Colonies, the Condition of the Apprentices, and 
the Laws and Kegulations affecting them which have 
been passed."* 

Voun Committee commonced their Inquiry by examining the vai-ious Enact- 
ments, which have been passed in the Colonies by the local Legisl?,tures, affecting 
the condition of the apprentices, with a view to ascertain the manner ii/ which 
the intentions of the Imperial Parliament, as expressed in the Act of Emancipa- 

• The Committc-c consisted of the followins Members, viz ;— 
Mr. l.ABOUCHERK, Chairman. 
Mr. Fowell Biixton. Mr, Thornely. 

Sir George Grey. ^Ir Patrick btewart. 

Mr. O'Cotinell. ]Vlr. Charies Lushingtoij . 

:*Ir. Glndstone. Mr. Oswald. 

Mr. Baines. Sir Jaraes Graham. 

Sir. Plumptre.* . I^ord V iscoant Sundon. 

Mr. Andrevf Johnston. I^rd Viscount Howick. 

• Sir Stratford Canning was subsequently api-ointed in the room of Mr. Plawsptr*. 



APPENDIX r..— •REPOUT OF PA t^LIAMKNTATlY COMMITTEE. 43 



tion, have been carried into effect. They soon found, however, that it would be 
impossible for them to go through the v.-hole subject in a satisfactory manner 
during the present session, and determined, therefore, to limit their anvestigatioa 
to Jamaica, in which Colony alone, they have obtained evidence sufficiently 
complete to bp fit for them to submit to the House, or to justify them in expressing 
any opinion. After having attentively considered the objeotionf ",vhich bad been 
urged against the Jamaica Acts, your Committee profceeded to obtain such in- 
formation as was within their reach, da the still more important questions connected 
with the practical operation and effects of the system of apprenticeship, wliich 
might serv^ to throw light upon the provisions of the Laws which they had 
previously examined, or enable them to form a judgment of the present condition 
and future prospects of all classes of the inhabitants of the Colony. 

Upon the subject of the Laws, which have been passed in Jamaica, affecting 
the apprentices, your Committee have examined several gentlemen of the legal 
profession whose attention had been directed to them. A very full and minute 
examination of the objections which have been urged against them will be found 
in the Appendix ; especially in the evidence of Mr. Jeremie ; a reply to which is 
contained in that of Mr. Burge, the agent for the Lsland. With reference to this 
subject, your Comraitiee would also call your attention to the evidence of Sir 
George Grey, as affording an irapoitant addition to the information which has 
already been submitted to the House, of the views and conduct of the Colonial 
office, and of tl>e governor of Jamaica in this respect. 

Your Committee are not prepared to express an opinion upon all the points 
which have been made matter of controversy, some of which appear to rest 
upon legal difficulties of considerabL: intricacy. They conceive that they shall 
test discharge their duty by calling the attention of the House to such questions 
alone as seem to them to involve substantial and practical cotisequences, as well 
@s important principles. 

The chief objections which have been taken to fiie Jamaica Laws, which 
appealed to your Committee to require a more detailed notice, are the following' : 

1. The want of reciprocity in the amount and application of the penalties in- 
flicted by the authority of the special n.agistrates on managers, and on apprentices. 

This objection, as far as regards the application, was noticed by Lord Stanley 
ia a despatch of the 20th Februar^'^ 1834, commenting on the Jamaica Act, ia 
which the following passage occurs ; 

" The 49th clause enables the special magistrates to impose fines upon tho 
parties eatit)<>d to the services of any apprenticed labourer, for any wrong or injury 
which he may sustain from such parties." 

" The G8th clause directs, that these fines shall be applied to the use of the 
public of the island. As tho Act has provided that the apprentice should com- 
}>ensate by labour tlw loss which his employer may sustain from indolence, 
neglect, non-performance of work, or absence, it seems but reasonable that the 
special magistrate should have the power of compensating, out of the fine. Cue 
apprentice for the injury which he may have sustained from his employer ; and 
1 think that a clause should he introduced to that eftect." 

No such clause, hovi-ever, was introduced into the subsequent Act passed by 
the Legislature of Jamaica, in pursuance of Lord Stanley's suggestions : and 
Lord Sligo appears to have concurred in the course adopted by the House of 
Assembly in reference to that subject. 

Your Committee are of opinion, that, in theory at least, the objection is well 
founded ; and they are not aware of any satisfactory reason for the omission of 
the clause recommended by Lord Stanley. No evidence has, howevei, been 
submitted to them of practical evil having asisen from this defect, to warrant any 
further recommendation on this point. 

2. The defective constitution of the tribunal for the valuation of apprentices 
applying to purchase their freedoin.. 

Wirh reference to this objection, your Committee feel themselves bound to 
state, that a seriou,3 obstacle appears to have arisen to the fair and equitable 
operation of the process of compulsory manumission. It was clearly the intention 
of the British Parliament, that the apprentice should by law enjoy the rio-ht of 
having his services appraised at a fair value, at which he should be enabled io 
purchase his own freedom : nor can vour Committee sujipose that the intention 

'e2 
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of tho Jamaica Legislature differed in this respect from that of the British Parlia- 
ment. They find, however, that undue snd excessive valuations are alleged, on 
official authority, in many instances to have occurred; and they cannot hut 
attribute this evil, in a great measure, to the constitution of the tribunal to which 
the'-^/^aluatiou is by law confided, and which appears to them to give an undue 
preponderance to Colonial magistrates. Although no valuation can- {ijlje place in 
which the special magistrate does not concur, it is equally true, that both or 
either of the Colonial magistrates may, by adhering to a higher appraisement than 
that which the special magistrate things .fast, render the proceeding nugatory. 
They have reason, however, to believe, that the more common effect in such 
cases has been, that a value has been set upon the services of the apprentice by a 
compromise between the respective miigistrates. 

Your Committee find, that, this subject has formed the topic of much corres- 
pondence between the Secretary of State and the Governor of Jamaica, by whom 
it was brought, at an early period, under the ciijnsideration of the Government. 
Instructions have, consequently, been at various times addressed to Lord Sligo, 
with a view to prevent the continuance of this evil ; and he has recently been 
directed to suggest to the Legislature of Jamaica, such an alteration of the Law as 
is calculated to place the constitution of the tribunal upon a satisfactory footings 
Your Committee cannot but express a contidt'nt hope, that the Legislature of 
Jamaica will give a prompt attention to this recommendation, which your 
Ccimmittee conceive that they are bound, by good faith and every consideration of 
justice, to carry into full effect. 

S» The want of adequate pj-otection to the special magistrates against vexatious 
prosecutions. 

To the principle involved in this objection, vour Commitfee attach the utmost 
importance. They are of opinion, that the beneficial working of the present 
system, and the full protection of the rights of the apprentices, depend even moro 
upon the administration of the lav.-, than on the provisions of the law itself. 
They consider it of the greatest consequence, that the inde})endenco of the special 
magistrates, in the discharge of their duty, should be effectually maintained ; and 
that, while they are subject to a vigilant superintendence on the part of the 
executive government, they should not be exposed to any well-founded appre- 
hension of a want of due protection against vesatious prosecutions. 

Two cases have been siated to your Committee, in which actions of trespass 
have been brought against special magistrates for acts performed in their magis- 
terial capacity, and damages were obtained ; which, together with the costs of the 
action, it would do altogether beyond the means of the defendants to defray, lit 
each case a new trial was expected to take place, and the final decision is not yet 
ascertained. 

Your Cojnraittee deem it right to observe, that by an Act passed in Jamaica in 
1834, usually termed the Act in Aid, a protection, which was not comprised in 
the original Act, was afforded to the magistrates. This Act expired at the end 
of the year 11535, but has been subsequently re-enacted for a period Qo-extensivs 
with the apprenticeship. The actions referred to were both tried during the 
interval when this Act was not in force, and its re-enactment may render it 
improbable that actions of a similar nature will hereafter be brought. 

Your Committee have ascertained the intentio.os of the Government in both of 
these cases, in the event of the verdicts being ultimately sustained ; the result 
will be, the effectual protection of the individual defendants from the eventual 
loss; but should there be any repetition of actions against special magistrates, 
not appearing to rest on a solid foundation, your Committee cannot think tha'c 
the evil will be fully met by anything short of some Legislative Enactment, which 
would secure any special magistrate, acting hoiid Jidem the discharge of his dut)'-, 
from harassing and vexatious prosecutions. The governor of Jamaica has been 
directed to bring this subject also under the consideration of the Legislature : and 
your Committee abstain from any more specific recommendation on this point, in 
the hope, that the measures already taken for checking the evil may prove adequate 
to the attainnieist of the object. 

4. It has been urged as vn\ objection against the Jamaica Law, that it contains 
no enactment to regulate the distribution of the time which the apprentice is 
bound weekly to give to his employer. 'J'he interptetation put upon the Law in 
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this re,^f>ect, in Jtvmaica, negatives the presumption of the legal ri-^lit on tha part 
of the employer to exact from his apprentice continuous labour to ga unreasonable 
extenf, and in practice, nine hours appear to be the utmost amoSnt of labour to 
which the apprentices in Jamaica are subject in one day by corapulsorjr process. 
Whatever time they may give to their employer beyond this limit, ?i>p(;ar3 to be 
by arr-angeraent, nnd for remuneration mutually a<^reed upon. It is, however, 
universally admitted, that, subject to the qualification before adverted to, tho 
ernployer has the legal right to apportion the hours of Tabour : the result has been 
the want of uniformity in the distribution of the legal time. Two systems are 
prevalent in Jamaica, the on^termed the nine-boar sjfSiem, by which the appren- 
tice works nine hours a day for four days in the we«k, and fyur and a half oh tho 
fifth day, having the half of the Friday and the whole of Saturday at bis own 
disposal. The other is termed the eight-hour system ; by which he works eight 
houi-s a day for four days in the week, and eight and a half on the fifth. 

From the evideace which your Committee have received on this subject, there 
appears to be no doubt, that the former system is very generally and decidedly 
preferred by tlie apprentices, as it leaves them a larger portion of time free from 
interruption at their own disposal, for the cultivation of their grounds, or for any 
other purpose. Your Committee are convinced, that that system must prove 
most conducive to the interests of the employers which will secure the most 
cheerful acquiescence on the part of the apprentices ; and taey cannot but express 
their hope, that the example which has been set on many of the larger pro- 
perties, of -ieeting the wishes of the apprentices on this subject, by an adherence 
to the nine-hour system, will be generally followed throughout the island. 

In connexion with this subject, your Committee would observe, that they have 
examined into the discontinuance of certain indulgences which were usually granted 
to the negro when iu a state of slavery, and which, it has been urged, are se*iured 
to him, in the same manner as~6t,her the allowances, by the Imperial Act, during 
the period of apprenticeship. 

Although your Committee do not feel warranted iu puttiiig this construction 
upon the Act, yet they conceive, thr.t it is to be regretted that these indulgences 
should in any case be witljheld, as long as the apprentice works in a proper 
manner for his employer, during the time w hich he is bound to give to him : unless 
indeed, a compensation is given to'liim by an increased amount of wages for the 
extra labour which he voluntarily undertakes to perform ; a plan which seems to 
have been adopted by Mr, Shirley upon his estates with equal judgiraent and 
haniajiity. It appears thaK these indulgences have been very generally continwed 
to the apprentice upon the larger properties. . ..^ 

5. Your Committee have felt it their duty to institute a strict inqairylilio the 
allegtiu cases of corporal punishment inflicted on female apprentices. They 
found that this subject bad engaged the close attention botli of th6 local Govern- 
ment of Jamaica, and of the Government in this country, and that measures had 
already been taken to prevent the recurrence of the violation of that ^ost /.m-^ 
portant enactment, contained aiike in the Imperial Act for the abolition of slavery^ 
and in tiie Jamaica Statute, which prohibits the infliction of corporal punishmcTXt 
on female apprentices. 

The result of Lord Sligo's inquiry upon this point, led to the discovery oY many 
instances of a practice of this nature, existing for offences against the diacipline 
of the workhouse in the houses of correction in Jamaica, ni il under the immediate 
control of the executive government, but subject to local regulations and super- 
intendence. Your Committee are happy to observe, that the legality of this 
punishment has in no instance been asserted, but that all parties in Jamaica have 
concurred in its being contrary to the enactment in the Abolition Act before 
referred to. In several cases prosecutions were instituted against the oft'enders' 
by order of the governor ;. in one recent case, the party was convicted, and the 
illegality of the punishment thereby established. As, however, some doubt has 
been thrown upon the construction which may bo placed on the law in this re- 
spect, your Committee are of opinion thSt it is essential that such doubt should 
be effectually removed. The attention of the House of Assembly of Jamaica has 
been directed to the subject, and as they liad distinctly recorded their opinion 
of the illegality of this mode of punishment, y^ur Committee entertain the fullest 
confidence that they will not fail to take such measures as will prevent the possi- 
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bilily of the continuance of practice, at once contrary to law, and abhorrent to the 
best feolinga of our nature. 

In connexion with this branch of their inquiry, your Committee feel it right 
to express their opii.i5.on, that the practice of working females chains (of a light 
description it is true), when in the penal gang, is open to serious objection. 
Although it may be expe^lient and even necessary that female apprentices should 
be sentenced, in some cases, to the penal gang, your Comrnittee consider that the 
labour and degradation involved in that punishment, would be a sufficient object 
c/f terror, ■without the addition of chains,, and that the effect of this addition can- 
not fail to have an injurious influence on the characters and feelings of individuals. 
They are of opinion, tliat in the infliction of punishment, care ought to be taken 
to avoid anything which needlessly tends to lesr'^n that self respect, which, in the 
female character especially, it is of the highest importance to maintain, or, when 
it does not exist, to create, o 

6. Strong objections have been urged against the present state of the law with 
regard to marriages, which confines to clergymen of .'he Church of England the 
pow^er of solemnizing the marriage ceremony. It appears to your Committee to 
be of the utmost consequence, in such a state of society as now exists in Jamaica, 
that all ground for these complaints should be speedily and completely removed. 
They do not, however, feel it necessary to dilate upon this subject, as they find 
that the same view of it has been taken by Lord Glenelg, and they concur in the 
trust expressed by Lis lordship in his Circular, of the 6lh March, 1836, to (be 
governors of the West India Colonies, that the local legislatui-es, " will promptly 
and diligently apply themselves to the work of maturing a liberal and comprehen- 
sive law, dispelling all doubts respecting the validity of marriages already cele- 
brated by the Missionaries, and removing all obstacles to their solemnizing such 
contracts hereafter amono;st the members of the>r various conErresatibns." 

7. The present condition of that portion of the negro population which was 
under the age of six years on the Jst of August, 1831, and is consequently free, 
has been forcibly urged upon the attention of your Committee by several com- 
petent and respectable witnesses. It appears that there exists a genera), disincli- 
nation on the part of the parents of those children to suffer them to become 
apprentices (a circumstance which your Committee cannot but consider indicative 
of the just value which the negroes attach to freedom) ; that the means of educa- 
i'on are pirovided for them in a most inadequate manner, and the consequence 
is, that they are growing up for tlie most part in ignorance and idleness. Yovir 
Committee need not dwell upon the great importance to the future ])rospects of 
the West India Col aies, that bad habits should not be formed in the minds of 
the rising generation, which are but too likely to become contagious. With a 
view to prevent so great an evil, your Committee trust that the legislature of Ja- 
maica will take immediate measures (as they have stated their willingness to do) 
for the better encouragement of schools, which, independently of the peculiar 
caye of the children who have been referred to, appear to be exceedingly wanted 
for the general use of the negro community ; and in that event your Committee 
hope that Parliament may feel disposed to contribute, in future Sessions, yet more 
liberally than they have already done, towards the attainment of this mo,iJ pressing 
tihd jnomentous object. 

'Your Committee have thus commented upon the principal points which have 
been brought befovfc' their notice*, and upon a general revie^v of the evidence 
■which they have received, they conceive that they ore warranted in expressing a 
belvof, that the system of apprenticeship in Jamaica is working in a manner not 
unfavourable to the momentous change from slavery to freedom which is now 
going on there. They perceive undoubtedly many traces of those evils which are 
scarcely separable from a slate of society confessedly defective and anomalous, 
and which can only be defended as one of preparation and transition. But, on the 
other hand, they see much reason to look forward with a confident hope to the 
result of this great experiment. In the evidence which they have received, they 
find abundant proof of the general good conduct of the apprentices, and of their 
willingness to work for wages whenever they are fairly and considerately treated 
by their employers. It is indeed fully proved, that the labour, thus voluntarily 
perforsned by the negro, is more effective th-an that which was obtained from him 
while in a state of slavery, or which is now given to ) s employer during the 
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period for wLich he is compelled to work as an apprentice. The mutual su;3picion 
and ii-ritation of the difi'erent classes of the community appear to be gradually sub- 
siding, and on the part of the negro population, industrious habits, and the desire 
of moral and physical improvement, s.^em to be gaining ground. Under these 
circumstances, your Committee feel bound to express their conviction, that 
nothing could bfr more unfortunate than any occurrence which iiad a tendency 
to unsettle the minds of either class with regard to the fixed determination of the 
Imperial Parliament to preserve inviolate both parts of the solemn engagement 
by which the services of the apprenticed labourer were secured to his employer 
for a definite period, and under specified restrictions ; at the expiration of which, 
he is to be raised to a state of unqualified freedom, and be governed by laws 
framed in all raspectFj, on the same principle, as tliose to which his white fellow- 
subjects are amenable. 

Some of the objections taken to the Jamaica Legislation have been satisfac- 
torily explained by further evidence in the course of the investigation, and do not, 
therefore, appear to require any specific notice. Upon other points which have 
not been satisfactorily explained, your Committee have omitted to animadvert, 
because they believe that the attention of the Colonial Office and of the governor 
of the Island has been, and that they trust it will continue to be, steadily and 
unremittingly, directed to every part of the subject. In conclusion, youft'om- 
mitftee would observe, that it appears to thorn to be most expedient, that such 
enactments as are intended to come into operation after 1840, should, as much as 
possible, be delayed until that period shall arrive, and at all events be postponed 
until the time which more immediately precedes it. 
13th August, 1836. 



No. 2. — Copy of " The Report of the Select Committee ap- 
pointed (19th May, 1837,) to inquire into the working of 
the Apprenticeship System in the Colonies,"* S^,. kc. 

Your Committee regret that owing to the late period of the Session at which 
they were appointed, and the prospect of its jiremature cermiiiation, they have 
been sble to proceed but a little way in the investigation of the various important 
questions %vhich have been submitted to them. 

Under these circumstances, they do not feel warranted in reporting to the 
House the evidence which they have received, nor in expressing any general 
ojjinion upon it. 

There is, however, one subject to which they consider it to be their duty i 
especially to advert: the state of; the workhouses and of the prison discipline is 
so intimately connected with tbo working of the apprenticeship system, that it 
has engaged the anxious attention of your Committee, particidarly as it exists in 
the Island of Jamaica, to which their inquiries have been principally directed ; 
and it appears to them to be indispensable hat there should be instituted, without 
delay, a strict and searching examination into the state of the workhouses in the 
\Vest Indian Colonies, and especially into the construction and use of the tread- 
mills which ate employed in them, and the nature of the coercion adopte^l to en- 
sure labour among the prisoners. 

It has been satisfactory to your Committee to learn that the attention of the 
Colonial Office has been directed to this question, and that it is the intention of 
that department to take effectual means to obtain the information which is required 
upon it. - 

In conclusion, yrur Committee would recommend, that a Selt'Ct Committee 
should be appointed to pursue this Inquiry in the ne -it Session of Parliament. 
July, 1837. 



* The Committee consisted of the same Members aithe Committee of last year with the exceiv 
tion of iMr. Uunlop in 'iie place of Mr. Oswald. 
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APPENDIX C. 
Colonial Laws and E.ee;ulations. 

These laws nnd regulatrons, which are very voluminous, will, be found among 
the papers printed by order of tlio J louse of Commons, and in the Report oa 
Negro Apprenticeshij). 

On the character of Uiese laws and regulations, the Parliamentary Committee 
examined several legal gentlemen, namely ; on beh;ilf of tlie negroes, 

■ Jo7i,:<< jEKEsiiF., Esq., late Procureur General at the Mauritius, and now one of 
the Judges in the island of Ceylon. 

ios'iSPH Beldam, Esq. 1 ^ 

and > Barristers at Law. 

RicuATiD Maltijeus, Esq. J 

And on behalf of the planters, 

William Burge, Esq,, K.C., and Agent for Jamaica. 

The evidence of the three first geatlemen was unanimous, to prove the substan- 
tial and pervading repugnance of the colonial laws vmd regulations to the Imperial 
Afit of Abolition, and tiieir evidence was in no iuiportant pariicuiars impeaclied or 
rebutted by the reply of the learned Colonial Advocate. From this source, there- 
fore, the legal bbjectioas urged in the report of the Anti-Slavery Committee have 
been mainly derived. 

The conclusive notice of this evidence will, however, be more fully seen, in 
the viva voce examination of Mr. Jeremie, supported by that of his professional 
colleagues ; and likewise, in the copious analysis of Mr, Beldam, whicl) comprise 
the whole of the West Indian laws examined up to the session of 1836. A few 
e itracts from these documents may be here inserted. 

On. the legal condition of apprentices in Jamaica, I\Ir. Jeremie observes as 
follows : — 

** Tlie apprentices in Jamaica may be worked by day in tl>e field, and by night 
in tfee boiling house, for forty-live hours in succession, excepting the sho'rt time 
allowed by day for meals, when employed in the field ; may be mulcted the full 
amount of his time for the benefit of his employer, though no prejudice may have 
been suffered by the latter, and flogged on making complaint. He can recover 
nothing from . his employer bv any availably remedy, nor has he any protection 
against complaints, however frivolous. He has a day to himself, during which, 
he may be imprisoned by an estate constable under the control of the manager. 
If wages are promised him for extra work; if task-work contracts are violated, 
he has no available remedy. He can be apprehended at pleasure by any man he 
meets, who is rewarded for so doing. His wife, his sister, his daughter, may bo 
sent to the tread-mill at the discretion of a special magistrate, for any length of 
time, f?nd for any offence ; and there they fall under the control of the colonial 
magisli-ate, \fho may order them all, men, women, and chi<.' ren, to be flogged at 
his^discretion, for any breach of the workhouse discipline. His provisions, food, 
clothing, he may be deprived of, and is without any remedy which is not illusory, 
for an indemnilicaticn. ilei CEUinot proceed beyond the limits of the plantation, 
except in s few stipulated cases, without a pass from his employer, except under 
a liability to be arrested and taken before a magistrate. The pregnant wife, the 
nursing mother, are unprovided with even n^jminal additional protection. His 
children born free for the last eight years, with those bom free the next four 
years, if apprenticed, may be subjected to this treatment until they are twenty- one 
years of age. Supposing him to have committed no possible offence, to have 
laboured as industriously in his own time, with the view of improving his 
condition, as in his manager's, in performance of his duty, still must he labour 
on throughout the period assigned, or purchase off the remaining term* at a price 
to be afiUed by colonial magistrates."" 

• Vide Appendix to Iveport,'p, 2. 
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To this extract may be added the general remarks of ISIr. Beldam on tlie Inw 
of Barbadoes, to the following effect 

The present comments will be confined to the objections untouched, or only 
imperfectly noticed by the Government despatches. Before proceeding to details, 
it may be observed generally, that t]fid Barbadoes Abolition Acts, even in their 
amended form, exhibit most of the glaring defects already noticed in the Jamaica 
Abolition Acts ; tliesame marked inequality is apparent between the coercive and 
tlie protective enactments of each colony, the same practical sacrifice is made by 
both, of the rights and privileges of the negroes to the interest or convonionce of 
the planters. Whatever relates to the welfare and protection ot the apprentices, 
appears in each, to be either scantily provided, or ill secured ; while restraints and 
punishments are multiplied upon tliem without necessity, and are stretched beyond 
their due limits. Similar impediments are thrown by both legislatures in the way 
of compulsory manumission ; and a similar apy»ropriution of penal labour, in cases 
not intended by the Imperial Act, and contrary to sound principle, has been en- 
acted by each, tor the benefit of the employers, who, through the medium of a con- 
stabulary force, subjected to their direction, possess in each colony'tho same arbitrary 
powers over the personal freedom and domestic security of their apprentices."* 

The concluding remarks of the same witness on the laws of Jamaica and the 
present character of colonial legislation, are as follows : — 

" By a despatch, dated the aOth of February, 1834, Mr. Stanley, then Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies, after announcing that His Mnjesty's Government, 
on the fullest consideration of the principles and details of th« Jamaica Act (No. 
1.), had arrived at the conviction, that the Legislature of Jamaica had /nifi/i/u/t'v 
and effectually enacted the Abolition of Slaveryp and had also framed the supple- 
mentary enactments requisite during the intermediate state of apprenticeship, pro- 
ceeded, with some apparent inconsistency, tp point out various serious delects in 
the Act which lie was thus prepared to sanction. His suggestions, however, 
ass' ■ ig the tone of amicable compromise, rather than that of solemn compact be- 
tweeit the parties, and arguing the propneiy, instead of is;^isting on the necessity 
of the proposed modifications, met With the fate which might have been easily 
anticipated from legislators, whose right to compensation had been already rendered 
indefeasible . 

The amendments proposed were as follows : — ■ 

1. The rectification of an error as to the date o( ciasslfieitiion. 

2. 'I'he completion of the machinery manumission.^ 

3. The making estate constables independent of the authoriti) of their masters, and 
limiting the power of imprisonment on estates. 

4. The limitation of the magistrate's power in cases of " minor misdemeanours 
ind offences" (vide Jamaica Slave Act, § 129). 

5. The specific application to employers of the clause punishing frivolous com- 
plaints : and the insertion of a clause, as to residence of apprentices, analogous 
to the British Guiuna Ordinance, cap. 6, $ 2. 

6. The limitation of the terms " urgent necessity" to certain sjiecific emergencies. 

7. The protection of Special Justices. 

8. The appropriation of some portion of the_^7Z8 on emphnjers ns a compensation 
for the wrongs done by them to apprentices. 

9. The reservation to apprentice^ of the right of proceeding crimineliy in the 
ordinary courts for injuries inflicted by employers. 

To which, accompanied by a sliglit notice of the loose manner in whicli pro- 
vision was n^ade for the maintenance of the apprentices generaUy, was added a 
suggestion of the propriety of providing specifically for cases of sickness. 

Of the prof»3sed amendments, several we^e embodied in the Amendment Act, 
No. 2 ; but that which relates to manumission, is still left imperfect. The uncon- 
stitutional power of estate constables, virtually involving the irresponsible power of 
punishment for minor oft'ences, is still retained. Unnecessary restraints on residence, 
and, consequently, on locomotion, are left as before. Compensation to the injured 
apprentice out of the fines is not granted. Maintenance, as to quantities, (fnalities, 
and specific regulations, remains as looseiy secured as bnfore ; iind even the' 
customary medical assistance appears to have undergone some restriction. 

* Vide Appendix toKonnrt, of Iv'egro Apprenticeship Committee, p. 83. 

F 
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Nor is this all. The opportunity afforded by the passing of a new Act, was ' 
embraced'to introduce fresh objectionable matter ; the rfepugnances of which, hwve 
been already exposed in the preceding analysis of the Act No. 2. The unco; - 
slitutional power given to the justice by section 20, of exami'mng the party 
accused on oatft touching the matter of accusation; but especially the virtual in- 
fraction in section 22 of the prohibition to Jlog females, requires a moment's further 
notice. That such an infraction of the Imperial Act, sectioniT, is really authorized 
by tliis section, may be shown as follows : — The Imperial Act prohibits the whip- 
ping or beating of females, for any offence whatever, except under some law m' 
police regulation, in force against, and applicable to, all other pe^sons of free condition. 
It appears, that the whipping of free females is allowed in Houses of Correction 
and Wm-khoii&es ; but this disgraceful discipline is of course, restricted to unfor- 
tunate persons confinfid in those places by virtue of some general law. Now, the 
offence which occasions the incarceration of the apprenticed female, is committed 
against no gencranuu;, but is a simple violation of some apprenticeship enactment, 
not applicable to free females, and for the infraction of which, they should p,ever 
incur the risk of this coercive treatment. The attempt to distinguish between the 
original sentence of imprisonment, and the discipHne that may, and most probably 
vtili follow upon it (the offence originally committed being no offence against a 
general law of the Colony), is a mere evt non, though hitherto but too successful, 
of one of the most peremptory and stringen, provisions of the Imperial Legislature. 

Notwithstanding the incompleteness of this Act. as an Act in aid. — its fresh 
objectionable enactments, and its limited duration, — it appears, from a despatch of 
I,ord Aberdeen of the 15th January, 1835, to have been accepted as a satisfactory 
compliance with the suggestions previously transmitted ; with an intimation, how- 
ever, that until the enactments of this second Act, were made commensurute 
with the duration of the first Act, the Legislature of Jamaica could not be con- 
sidered as having fully acquitted themselves of their duty. 

The passing of the Act No. 3, above analysc^tl, and the subsequent conduct of 
the Jamaica House of Assembly on the question of the revival of the Act No. 2, 
which, notwithstanding the remonstrances of the Home Government, and of the 
Colonial Governor, had been suffered to expire, remove all further motives for 
delicacy in treating with this refractory Colony, as they plainly demonstrate the 
want of good faith, so long and so loudly complained of by the friends oi the 
enfranchised negroes. It now remains to be decided by a competent tribunal, 
whether laws of the character already exhibited in the preceding analysis, are to 
bo accepted as an adequate aiid satisfactory fulfilment of the conditions, upon 
v.'hich £-20,000,000 sterling have been paid by the mother country. 

That this solemn inquiry should have been relieved by its own peculiar circum- 
stances, from the difficulties incident to ordinary rases of interference with Colonial 
Legislation, where no solemn compact exists between the parties, and no great 
constitutional rights are endangered, must be considered a ffivournble omen of its 
.successful issue. 

* * * * 

The laws of nineteen Colonies, in many respects equally objectionable with 
those already commented upon, must undergo the same inquiry ; and the practice 
.-rising out of all these laws, requires to be strictly examined. Beyond all this, 
but yet forming the most important field of investigation, lie those permanent law? , 
which are to fix the tiltimaie condition of the negroes, and to det'rrmine the future 
fate oj our Colonies ; to decide, in short, whether, in return for the enormous price 
that has been p.nid, the negroes shall be put into substantial possession of theyights 
and privileges of British subjects,*" 

The practical abuses of the apprenticeship system, appear to have been to a 
certain <?xtent, admitted by all the witnesses examined before this Committee, but 
they were more particularly pointed out and illustrated, by the evidence of Dr. 
Madden, Captain Oldrey, Mr. Beaumont, Mr. Shirley, and Mr. Russell. Th© 
official evidence, however, of these abuses, has been almost exclusively relied 
upon by the An'i-Slavery Committee. 

• Vide Apt ■n<Ux».<> Report of Nejfro Apprp.n'iiceship Committee, pp. 25, 26. 
t Vid" 'ikewise Analysis of Jam.-ioa, L.aw:j, pablished separately. 

ERRATA TO THIS APPRNDIX, AT PAGE 48 
For Richard Maltheus, Esq,, read iiichard Matthews, Esq. 
In firiitliiie of second paraBrniih./or notice read nature. 
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Extracts from Despatches of Secretaries of State for the 
Colonial Department, establishing general principles, the 
violation of which is now complained of. 

Extract of a Circular Despatch from Mr. Secretary Stanlei/, ( now Lo^rd 
Stanley,) dated mh October, 1833* 

In eftecting throughout the extensive dominions of the Crown so vast a chanj^e, 
as that from slavery to freedom, His Majesty's Government (and Parliament 
agreeing in their views) deemed it indispensable to provide for a transition state, 
of longer or shorter duration, but of which tbey fixed the maximum, during whicli 
the present Master and Slave should continue bound to each other by mutual 
obligations, securing to the one, a limited portion of labour, and to the other, a 
certain maintenance and protection ; and the principal objects of these enactments 
was to make temj)orary provision for the continued cultivation cf the soil, and 
good order of society, until all classes should gradually fall into the relations of 

a state of freedom. 

* * > 

But vou will distinctly understand, that you will not be authorized to consent 
to any Ordinance creating an intermediate state of a different description, or sub- 
jected to restrictions of a different nature from those contemplated by Parlia- 
ment. The terra of apprenticeship may be shortened, the hours of compulsory 
labour maybe fewer, the burthen imposed may be made lighter, but no distinctions 
must be allowed to be drawn between those at present^free, and those at present 
slaves, of a different character from, or to a greater extent, than those which have 
been sanctioned by parlinment. As you will consider yourself precluded by youi 
instructions from sanctioning any ordiniince which niav prolong the duration of 
the intermediate state, or impose any heavier burthens upon those who are in that 
state, so you will likewise withhold your sanction iromany Ordinance perpetuating 
or continuing after the termination of that period, any distinction or exclusions 
arising out of a previous servile condition. 

Extract of a Di'-'pntch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, to Sir Lionel 
Smith, dated 2Ut Avyust, 

" It was the invention of Parliament, that subject to the obligatiotvj of appren- 
ticeship, and to certain disqualifications arising out of that state., the slaves in the 
British West India Colonies should, on the 1st August, become free subjects of 
His IMajesty. 1 am necessarily prevented from sanctioning any enact,ment in a 
Colonial Act which tends to create any distinction between an. sipprenticed 
labourer and any other free person, unless sucli distinction is i/icidenfal to the 
apprenticeship." - - 

Extracts of a Despatch from Mr. Secretari/ Spring Rice, to Gotwrnor Sir 
G. F. Hill, Trinidad, dated iith October, 18J34^ 

" To adopt the extreme remedies of. coereion and punishment in every state of 
things, short of an extreme case of violence and of crime, is no less reprehensible 
than it is dangerous." 

w * 

'* To make those laws effectual, care must be taken, that the mutual obligations 
created uialer their provisions, shall be strictly fulfilled ; and that whilst the 
labour of tiie apprentice is secured for the benefit of the employer, so h}.s rights 
must also be secured, and his legal claims must be attended to, with the strictest 
fidelity and justice." 



• Vide Parlintnentory papers relating to thp Abolition of Slavery. Sess. 1835. No. 177. 
t Ibid.pBrt 11. continued, scss. 18115, Nu. 'zl8-ll, I Ibid, No. 278.— II, p. ^0.5. 
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Extract of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice^ to Lieutenant- 
Governor Sir D. mil, St. Lucia, dated \Wi October, 1834* 

" A veiy important & ■ remains to be executed by you and all others conduct- 
ing the functions of G»- tsmment in the West Indian Colonies. In carrying into 
effect the provisions of the Abolition Act, you will I am sure feel yourself called 
upon to assist the employers in obtaining from the appTentices the amount of 
liiboor to which by law they are efititled, and on the other hand, you will apply 
your constant and most sedulous attention, to secure to the labourer, the full pos- 
session of every right and privilege conferred on him by law. 

Ex tract of a Despatch from Lord Olenely to the Marquis ofSligo, dated 

ISth of June, 1885.t 

" 1 infer (from your despatch No. 69) that an opinion prevails in Jamaica 
and is even entertained by your lordship, that the colonial acts respecting appren- 
ticed labours, have superseded the acts of Parliament in that island. This, how- 
ever, is a misapprehension which cannot be too soon, or too distinctly removed. 
The 22nd section of the British statute prescribes with minute care, the method 
to be taken as often as any of the parliamentary enactments are to lose their 
authority, and are to give place to others to be substituted for them by acts of 
assembly. But this course has not been pursued in referenca to any of the acts 
of the Jamaica legislature. Every part of the statute Sand 4 Will. IV., c. 73, 
has the force ot Jaw in that island. In the language of the 16th section, 'any 
enactment, regulation, provision, rule, or order, in any Act of the Assembly [of 
J^araaica] contained, in anywise repugnant or contradictory to the act of parliament, 
or any part thereof, is absolutely null and void, and of no effect.' 

'* Your lordship will communicate to every special magistrate in Jamaica a copy 

of the preceding paragraph, for his guidance in the execution of his duty." 

•s- * a -5 

Between His Majesty, the British Parliament, and the people of Great 
"<Bidtain, on,.thexaie hand, and the persons entitled to the services of the manu- 
mitted slaves, on tlie other, there may with little impropriety of language bo said 
to exist a solemn compact, to the faithful performance of which, eifher party is 
bound by the most sacred obligations. If, on the one hand, the payment of the 
compensation money is the inevitable duty of this country, it is not less clearly 
due from the colonial legislatures, that they should strictly adhere to every one 
essential or valuable provision of those laws, which have been accepted by His 
Majesty as an = adequate and satisfactory' performance of the condition which 
Parliament imposed upon them at the time of making the grant. For the Council 
and Assembly to retract any part of the offer deliberately made by themselves, and 
on the footing of which their right to participate in the compensation fund was 
established, would be an infringement of the original compact, to which His 
.IMajesty could never assent." 

•11- -X* 'Jt* 'A* 

In commenting on one of the acts of the Jamaica legislature, his lordship further 
observes :— 

In the event of any repugnancy between the two," (the Imperial Abolition 
Act and the Jamaica Abolition Act,) " not merely the general principle of law, 
hut the express terms of the 1 6th section of the English statute, declares, that 
the Act of tho Assembly shall be 'null and void, and of no effect.'" — "Every 
}>art of the statute of the 3rd and 4th of William IV., cap. 73, has the force of 
law in Jamaica. 

In concluding this despatch, I^rd Glenelg says ;-- 

" This correspondence suggests the indispensable necessity of insisting, that no 
act be passed in Jamaica affecting the condition of apprenticed labourers, unless 
it shall either contain a suspending clause, or unless the period at which it shall 
be made to take effect in the island shall be so remote, as shall afford His Majesty 
in Council, ample time for oxeroising His Majesty's prerogative of disallowance, if 



* Parhamentary papers, sfsa. IR.T'J, No. 278. IT- part. C continued, p. 
t Ibid. No. 278. I, |.p. 14, 17. 
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that course should be thought necessary. Your lordshii) wiU consider this as nra 
inflexible rule for your future guidance." 

Extract of a Despatch from Lord Gieneig to Sir Evan McGregor ^ dated 

July, 18:io."- 

" No Colonial !e£,islation can lawfully contravene t])e Britwb statute." 



APPENDIX E. 

Illegal Importation, and Defective Registration of Slaves 
in the Mauritius, and other Colonies. 

it is impossible to question the wholesale violation of law on these subjects in 
nhe Mauritius. 

Tf»c> details are much too voluminous for insertion here ; but a few of the leading 
. facts /corrohorativs of the Anti-Slavery statement will be given. 

1. As to iUegalimportations, the following statistical calculations and remarks 
may suffice. 

The/Mauritius was captured from the French in 1810. 

In its slaver population amounted to 53,060; in the proportion of 36,010 

malef/, and 1^,050 females. 

; Iif 181f^ notwithstanding this extreme dtspMportion of the sexes, and the 
unusual mortality occasioned during that yej , by the cholera, which was com- 
puted tO' hare carried of ^JO.OOO slaves, — the slave population was returned at 
8(5,019, shewing^^ an increase, therefore, of nearly 50,000 in the space of seven 
years. . 

Thirt iiiiSiipgrease could scarcely be explained by natural causes, appears not 
only from the circumstances already mentioned, bet more positively from a 
despatch of the 28th July, 1818, addressed by the Governor, Sir R. Farquhar, 
to Lord Liverpool, as follows: — "The annual reports of the last seven years; 
shew no increase of population in any class ; but a yearly diminution of five per 
cent, in the numbers of the blacks." 

If then, we suppose the same decrease to have continued for the following 
seven years (and inasmuch as the sugar cultivation was largely extended, such an 
assumption is not unreasonable), the numbers in July; 1819; should not have 
exceeded 37',000. The difference between this number and the above return of 
80,019 added to the number supposed to have died of the cholera, will attest the 
enormous extent to which the slave trade must have been carried on during this 
period. 

Again, the Commissioners of Eastern Inquiry examined a man of the name of 
Dorval, a slave trader, of whom they say, that " where he had no motive for con- 
cealment, the information which he communicated was accurate." Wow, Dorval 
states, that from Madagascar alone, there were annually imported, from 1810 to 
1820, 3000 slaves, making a total of 30,000 in ten years, from one depot. 

These inferences are further conSi/n"d by the general falsification of the Slave 
Registers throughout the Mauritius, ro be presently noticed, which could be for no 
other purpose than to conceal such fraudulent transactions. 

The fact indeed, of illegal importation to a great extent, may be said to be now 
generally admitted. 

2. As to Defective Registration. 

The first Order in Council imperatively enjoining registration in the Mauritius 
was passed in 18 M, of which it will be sufficient to state on the authority of the 

* Vide I'srliamcnlary pspers, sess. 1835, No«C78, II. p, i:t3. 
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Commissioners, that 'iJ^r thi , Order the slave returiiB were so imperfect, that 
the beneficial effects ot the law could never be attained. 

A new Order in Couticil was passed in 1826, the instructions of which, the same 
authorities adroit to ho/e been inadequately fulfilled, and the object of the law, to 
a certaiii extent, to have been again defeated. 

It is quite apparent, that the inte^stion of the Commissioners was not to aggravate 
the case they have so moderatelj stated. 

The evidence of Mr. Mylius, the Official Registrar of the Island, is more 
decisive. 

Referring to the Register compiled under the latter Order in Council, and 
comparing it with the slave returns for the year 1832, he observes, in a letter 
to the Governor, dated 25th February, 1833, that the most fatal errors were disco- 
vered; for instance, — males were entei'ed as females, — and females as malts, — the 
dead entered as still living, — those absent from the Colony, as having undergone 
personal inspection there, — in short, — the omissions, — erasures, — additions, — and 
falsifications of every description in these docuni<=nts, were officially discovered by 
him to be so complicated and numerous> that to get over such a voluminous 
mass of errors and irregularities (he concludes) is quite impossible." Mr. Mylius, 
in consequence, refused to make out the register for the year IQiY^. And it is 
upon the planter's own slave returns for that year, ynautlienticated by comparison 
v.'ith the Ibrmcr registers, that compensution has been awarded, and the slaves 
have been apprenticed in that Colony. 

The subject of illegal importation and defective registration in the Mauritius, 
with the outrages which have followed, must hereafter obtain more attentive 
consideration. But it is due to the Home Government to slate, that however 
ineffectual their efforts have hitherto proved to obtain justice for the slaves of 
that rebellious Colony, the hardship of their case has not been entirely over- 
looked. 

So fully was Sir George Murray convinced of the vast extent of illegal importa- 
tion in that Colony, that had hb <;on tinned to hold the seals of tlje Colonial Depart- 
ment, it was his intention to have given freedom to all slaves whose owners were 
unable distinctly to prove a legal title to their possession. With an object 
somewhat similar to this, the onus probandi being however, in this in:ttance, put 
upon the slave, Mr. Jeremie was afterwards actually sent out to the Colony ; from 
whence, as it is well known, he was ultimately driven, without being able to 
accomplish his functions. And subsequently, the letter ( referred to in the Anfi- 
Slavery Report) of the 5th August, 183;>, was addressed by Lord Glenelg to the 
Governor, Sir William Nicolay, of which the following is a copy. 

Sir, — " 1 have found upon inquiry, that no transcript of a registry of slaves for 
18.'>2, or any subsequent period, has been received in this country from the 
Mauritius. A mere summary of revums made to the Registrar in INiauritius, in 
1832, has been transmitted by him to the Registrar of slaves here ; an'i from some 
documents now in this office, lam led to infer, that proper moasurei? were taken for 
completing a due registry of the slaves in the jMauritius, in the course of last 
year. As however, there is no conclusive evidence hero, that such wis the case, 
1 have to request, that as soon as possible after the receipt of this despatch, you 
will report to me %'?hether, and when, nny registry for the year 183'J, or for any 
subsequent period, has been completed, und what was the date of tlie last registry, 
including the slaves in the Seychelles. You will also transmit to me without 
delay, a transcript of such registry. 

" I feci it my duty, with reference to this subject, to cull your particular attention 
to the 1st and 12th clauses of the Act for the Abolition of Slavery, by which it is 
provided that the apprenticeship shall be imposed onh on those slaves, who on or 
before the time specified in the Act, were duly registered «» slaves, accordmg to 
the laws then in force in the Mauritius ; and that all slaves not duly registered as 
before mentioned, shall be entitled to the' unqualified enjoyment oi their personal 
freedom, on the 1st February, 1835. 

" The returns to whichl have adverted, have been taken by the Commissioners 
of Compensation, under the 45th sectioJi of the Act, as the basis of the apportion- 
ment of a share of the compensation fund to the Mauritius ; but these returns, in 
the absence of a due registry, would not affect the personal condition of the negro, 
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who, if not duly registered, camiotbe legally subject t<? the term of appreuticeship, 
altjiough be may have been included in the number of tisose, in respect of w)iom 
compensation has been awarded. '{ 

" It appears, moreover, that a claim has been made, from MauritiriS, snd has uf^n 
rejected by the Commissioners of Compensation, for including in thii return op 
slaves in respect of whom compensation was to be awarded, 2,000* or tlierea>:w>q,t4 
admitted riot to have been returned or registered.- As these slaves come clc-iitti ' 
within those clauses of the Act to which I have referred, and consequently cit^'jUi " 
not be lawfully employed as apprenticed labourers from the 1st February , 1^35, 
the day on wluch the Act came into operation iii the Mauritius, I presum^^ that 
you have already taken the necessary steps for declarinfj them absolutely fW»» 
Vfou wUl, I trust, also have taken the sjime steps with reference to any others, 
who may not have been duly registered as required by the Act. Should you have 
omitted to adopt this course, I have to convey to yoti the desire of Ilis Majesty's 
Government, that you take immediate measures for carr\-ing tlie provisions of tho 
Act of Parliametit, in the cases I have mentioned, into fnU fiff«ct."* 

iTiis letter having failed to produce its intended effect, and doubts of its l»?gal 
correctness having been suggested, iiotwithsfanding its previous approval by the 
Law Officers of the Crown ; the whole subject was hrought before the Judicwi! 
Committee of the Privy Council iu the month of June, 1836, on the question, 
" whether the absence of a registry of slaves, first in 1832, and then in iB34, 
under the circumstances stated in the accompanying papers, does, or does not, 
under the provisions of the Slavery Abolition Act, entitle (be late slave popula- 
tion of Mauritius to the immediate enjoyment of their unqualified freedom ?" To 
this question, tlie Privy Council, aftor argumen- , returned a general answer, " that 
the lute slave population of Mauritius were not entitled to tho immediate enjoyment 
of unqualified freedom!" And in this opinion the Colonial Secretary appears to 
have since acquiesced. 

The subject, however, cannot be permitted to rest here. The Fmperia] Parira- 
me nt must be the interpreter of its oiyn act. 'i'he merits of this adverse decision 
wHl not admit of being now discussed, but it may be remaiked, that it seems to 
be mainly founded on two propositions, namely ; First, Admitting tlie abolition 
act to be a remedial measure, and intended to bestow the greatest amount of benefit 
oxi the slave population, that object will be more fully accomplished b}' tho en- 
forcement of the apprenticeship system, than by the immediate bestowment of un- 
qualified freedom ; not excepting from this conclusion, even the case of persons 
illegally held in slavery. And secondly. Admitting a.s a principle of law, timt tho 
rights of innocent parties ought not to be prejudiced by the default of public 
functionaries, it follows tluit tlie planters of Mauritius not having been convicted 
of fraud as a whole body, ought not now us a whole body, to be deprived of the 
profits of the apprenticeship, on account of the misconduct of any of their number. 

TJpon this judgment it neeii only be observc(K tiiat the application of the prin- 
ciple of law would not be impeached, if the proposition which precedes it were 
not wholly fallacious. It is assumed, however, contr-iry to the most pcsitivts 
proofs, that the apprenticeship system is a benefit to the negro. The Report of 
the lute Parliamentary Committee, nevertheless, pronounces it to be, both in itself, 
and in regard to the negro, a system pregnant vcith evil, and dofensibl«, if at 
all, only as an experiment. No person, indeed, even with the fullest convic- 
tion of the necessity of some method o." coercion, could seriously believe that 
a system of gratuitous labour is really a benefit to t!)e labourer, or « moan 4 
of preserving the public peace, or any thing else in short, than a sacrifice of 
all other interests to those of tho planter. The question, therefore, becomes 
one between the conflicting rights of two parties*, equally innocent in tho eye of 
the law, in which case the law determines, and c<?mrnou sense approves, that the 
greater of the two rights shall prevail. It will be ;-hoiiV^T the Privy Council, er 
rather, for the Imperial Parliamen*^ to decide, whether ih»yji'?.t^."'»ial liberty of (»0,00(> 
individuals, involving tho right to aUe4i:''te comper .atn^h fo» th w r Tu (.iire services, 
shall, or shall not be preferred, to the <!■ • elv pec Miiary pvf Irusin-;; of'as many 
hundreds of their employers, who seek to oUU\in those STvic a for less than their 

• Vide rarliaineiitary Papers nl.ning to abolition of s!av«'yy. P^ci, If. 'lrj>. ..V.;i. N'o. ',78-1. 
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real value. Iii other words, supposing the j.ecuaiary claims on either side to be 
exactly equJil, the question resolves itself into this, — whether or not, the personal 
liberty of OOjiXK) British Hubjecta is now to be deemed altogether unworthy of 
consideriition. 

No further steps of an authoritative kind appear to have been hazar^led for tJie 
purpose of liberating the slaves alluded to in Lord Gienelgr's despatch, who were 
confessedly not included in the planters returns ; nor, for the emancipation of in- 
numerable other siuves, who, though included, are entitled by reason of fraudulent 
or erroneous registrations to their immediate liberty. 

Can it lie doubted with respect to cases so flagrant, aggravated by the 
subsequent misconduct of the planters, whether the British Parliament will prove 
itself competent and disposed to redress them. Or will the necessity be now 
questioned of augmenting the power of the executive government, for the purpose 
of vindicating the honour of the nation, and fulfilling the intentions of the Imperial 
Legislature 

The evidence on the subject of registration as to the other Colonies is incorc- 
pleie. In Jamaica, a considerable number of tlie unregistered slaves have been 
emancipated ; — on this subject Lord Aberdeen writes as follows : — 

Kxlrart from a Despatch from the Earl of Ahei'deen to the Marquis of 
SligOf dated IQth February, 18t3o. 

1 have the honour to acknowledge ihe receipt of your Despatch of the 3rd 
November last, respecting tlie apprentices in the Grand Caymanas, 

The report which has been received from the law officers of the crown, has fully 
justified the view which was taken upon this subject by my predecessor. They are 
of opinion, that the unregistered slaves, as well in the Grand Caymanas as in 
Jamaica, could not be lawfully treated as apprenticed labourers from the Ist 
August last, from which dav they became absolute' / manumitted. 

-:(• ' * ' * 

Your Lordship will observe, that the decision of the Commissioners is 
general, and is capable of reference to all slaves not illegally held in slavery ."t 

From the evidence taken before the Parliamentary Committee on Negro 
Apprenticeship (Sess, 1836), there is great reasoa to apprehend, that very con- 
siderable numbers of negroes, who are legally entitled to their freedom, are still 
kept in bondage. Mr. Beaumont, who was long resident in Jamaica, and formerly 
a member of the House of Assembly there, asserts, that there is "a very great 
number not registered according to law." In answer to a question as to how 
many he thought thtre were, he suys, — " I should think one-eighth of the apprea- 
tices were not strictly legally registered." Mr. Beaumont gave further evidence, 
upon this point, for which we refer to the Appendix to the Report of the Com- 
mittee, (juestions 4501 et seq. 

Dr. ]Madden, formerly a stipendiary magistrate in Jamaica, in his evidence, says 
likewise — "When I was there, a vast number of apprentices were not duly 
registered." Vide Appendix, as above, questions 671, et seq. 

But whatever be the number of not duly registered apprentices in Jamaica, 
their condition bus been rendered more hopeless by a decisiori of the Supreme 
Court of that Colony, in the case of Bayley v. Exvart, (June 6th, 1837,) which 
declares, »j»n the autliority of tl)e Mauj-itiu.s case, that any former registration is 
sufficient. It had been previously ruled, in a case before the special magistrates, 
Bernard v, Cotimige, that the o)ius prohatidi as to registration, falls upon the appren- 
tice, but it is iiHjiossible that tins incorrect judgment ca\i be permitted to stand. 

J'here is reason to believe, that a searching inquiry into this subject in various 
other Colonies, particularlv into the case of the Rosehill slaves, in the island of 
TniNi DAD, would lead to the immediate liberation of a large number of negroes 
from the galling bondage of apprenticeship. 

* Ibe Mauritius case will shortly aimenr in Moore's I'.i'iiort^. 
' rarhaniehtary paiiers, se5S. 1836. No. ^^'S—il- p. '-67. 
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xVPPENDIX F. 

Classification of Apprentices. 

The law which regulates the clussificatiori of apprentices, will be; tbund in the 
4tb section of the Imperial Act of Abolition, and its true construction appears to 
be a.s follows : 

The object of the clause was to divide the negroes into three classes. ; 
namely, pra-dials attached, jtrredinls not attacijod, and nou-pnudiais; and to in- 
troduce a special criterion for ascertaining- the class of praj(Lals. 'i'he forintjr 
part of the clause makes all negroes usually employed in agriculture, or in the 
manufacture cf colonial produce " or otiierwise, pra-diai apprentices, subject 
nevertheless to the proviso contained in the subsequent part of the clause tiie 
words " or otherwise" here used, obviously refer to the incidental ditties of a 
pr.'odial character, as conSra distinguished from the specific duties })reviousK' 
mentioned. The jn-oviso itself enacts, tliat no person of the age of twelve years or 
upwards, shall be included in the two classes of prasdials, unless such person shall 
for twelve calendar montlis before the passing of the act have been habitually 
employed in the specific duties, already mentioned. 

The meaning of the whole chmse is this — that as it respects negroes under the 
a^e of twelve years, whose habits were comparatively unformed, proof of tlieir being 
u^uallp einplotied upon either the specific or the incidental duties mentioned in the 
former part of the clause, should be suificient to constitute them pnedial apprentice?. 
But as it respects jjersons of tJie age of twelve years and upwards, wliose liabits 
were already in a great measure lived, and in whose case therefore any ciiange or 
prolongation of se>'vice, would be a greater hardsiiip, it is positively required, that 
not merely usual, or occasional, but habitual employraent for the entire period 
mentioned in the proviso upon the specific duties therein mentioned, should alone 
makie them liable to be classed as pra'dial apprentices. 

The princijial objections to the various Colonial Acts and Ordinances, passed 
for the purpose of carrying ti;is in<)st important branch of the apprenticeshij) law 
into operation, will be found in the Comments upon the Draft General Order 
in Council — ( vide Appendix to Report on Xegro Apprenticesliip p. 11.) ihev are 
as follows : — viz. 

*' Tlie clauses under this headappea^- to be defective in the following particulars : 
No notice required to be given lo apj)rentice-s a merely contingeirt right of ap- 
peal, dependingon the doubts of the registrar: — no sufficient facilities nor securities 
for aj)pealing with success ; — a limitation of the time for appealing, which ought to 
be commensurate with the existence of the apprenticeship ; — ni> sutiicient j)eimltirs 
fur neglect to register,- — nor for falsitication, — and no compensation to tiie injured 
apprentice in such cases. A general Order in Council might with propriety luu e 
suggested S])ecific and adequate provisions on each of these topics." 

-Most of the colonies have made certain regulations on this subject, but with 
few, if any exceptions, they appear to be open to some, if not to all the objections 
above mentioned. 

Pnncij)lcs recog-Hi??f ;] ]jy Colonial Secretaries of State, the 
violation of v.iiicli io now complained of. 

The practical necessity of enforcing the provisions of the Imperial Act in regard 
tw classification is pointed out in a Despatch from Mr. J^pring Ilice to Sir Lionel 
i>mith, dated l-2th August, 1834, (vide I'arliamentary Papers" sess;. 18%, jiart ii. 
T>p. 6,'i, 66.) where, in commenting on some aftej-wards amended clauses of thn 
Jiarbadoes law, lie observes, " 1 feel unable to consent to a clause Jiaring tiiis 
objectionable residt : for, independently of the just claim wliich the apprenticrd 
labourer has to be placed precisely in that position which Parliament has destined 
for him, I foresee fliat much difficulty and litigation would arise from the confliction 
of the riglits and obligations cre;!tr(i by the Act of Parliament, with those wJiich are 
laid down in the I'-Mbidof-'; Act." 

(; 
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" Indepentlently of this objectior; to tlie jirovis'.v, arisiiitj uam its toutraveninsi^ 
the Act ot Farlinineut, there iff unother ground wbjcli v;ouUl roakt^ m« liesitnte to 
satiction it- It is impossible not to perceive, that the conrfersion of a dorriestic 
into a field labourpir may, in conseciuenco of the tctsUy different nature of the em- 
ployment, inflict Jij)on him a moat severe and objectionabje punisliment." 

The following passage on the criterion of the non-y)raHlial service, aj)p8ars to be 
very important. 

Ejctract of a Despatch from Lord (i/cnely, to Sir fC. I. M. M'Greyor, Barf., 
dated S\<it December^ 1835. — Vide Parliamentary Papers, sf.y.y. U}3(>, 
part iii. — II, 327. 

" I do not concur in the Attorney-geuerars str.tement, that the iion-praidial class 
is to be composed exclusively of domestic servants. Mr. Shiell is, 1 think, in- 
accurate in stating, that there is no othsr class of apprentices whose services may 
be required at f ay season and any hour. The same thing is true of fishermen, 
mariners, boatnien, porters, and in a lower degroo, of artizans of every kind em- 
ployed in various trades, such as journeymen bakers, butchers and many others. 
To restrict the class to domestic servants, would be to exclude large bodies whose 
claim rests upon precisely similar grounds." 

Classification in Jamaica. 

The follmving Extract from Lord Glenelfx Dc^pafch, dated the 2nd 
Septemb(ir, l&^7,dimllowi)iy the Jamaica Ckk-%Ueittlfm Act, will indicate 
the nature qf the objections successfnlhj tirxjed by the Anti-Slavery Com- 
mittee against its adoption. 

" In my despatch of the 1st INIay, No. 88, I noticed ~.vith approbation, the act, 
No. 3,242 for the classification of the apprenticed labourers. Referring, on that 
occasion, rather to the general epitome of the law, which your despatch contained, 
than to the details of the act itself, I now apprehend that I may have conveyed to 
you a more favourable impression of my view of the subject, than it is in my 
power to give after an attentive study of the transcript which is now before me. 
You are probably aware, that objections have been urged to this statute in very 
strono- terms, in popular writings, and at public meetings in this country. So far 
as I have been able to ascertain the nature of those objections, some of them ap- 
pear to be unfounded, but there are others, which, without any such suggestion, 
must, I think, have occurred to any person who carefully compared this statute 
with the act of parliament for the abolition of slavery. 1 am persuaded that this 
comparison was made by you, and that the difficulties 1 have noticed, did not 
escape your observation, nor am I at a loss to understand and appreciate tlie 
motives which probably induced you to disregard them. The defectiveness of 
the original law of .Tamaica, in omitting to provide for any classification of the 
apprentices, was, I pres.uroe, regarded by you as a irremediable, unless by the 
acceptance of this law ; admitting the weight of thi)l vindication, of 3'our own 
policy ia assenting to it, 1 proceed to show, that I could not avail myself of that 
defence if I should advise Her Majesty in Council to confirm it by her ultimate 

sanction. . . 

" It has been objected, that this act does not impose on the magistrates the duty 
of issuino- a specisd citation to every apprentice, and of explaining to him his rights, 
and the consequence of asserting or neglecting thom. I do not subscribe to this 
objection, because 1 think, that it is not within tlie proper object of a legislative 
act to inculcate the performance of duties thus general and indefinite. On the 
other hand, you will of course have impressed on the magistracy, the necessity of 
these full communications with the apprentices, and will have ascertained that your 
iai unctions have been obeyed. 

Sscondly, It is objected, that the Special Justice is authorised by this Act to 
decide a"-ainst the Apprentice witliout his consent, altliough he cannot decid(3 
against the Employer except with his consent. I think this remark well founded. 
It may indeed be answered, that the aj)prentice bears tlie relation of a client, to the 
Justice, and that confidence may he given to his decision, when against his clien 
which it would be unreasonable to give, when tliey were in his favour. This 
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Jjowaver, is to assuirie an lial)U.Uiil piivlinlity towards the :ij)preiitic-es, the existerico 
of which, coTjifl b(j .sup{»os«'d only bv iiupwting^ to the magistrates an habitual (lis- 
rcg-ufd of their oaths. 

'* Thirdly, It is said, that this act requires the apprentice to sustain the burthen 
of proof, which it is declaied ought to be borne by the employer ; concurring in this 
opinion as to the party who should substantiate the facts of the case, I do not 
adopt the construction which is thus given to the law. I cannot perceive that 
the act requires, nor do I think that it was meant to require, that the apprentice 
:ihouId prove his right to be excepted from the protracted servitude, at least until 
his liability to it, had been first made out by evidence adduced by the employer. 

" Fourthly, The power of selecting an umpire is vested in the employer, provided 
he makes his choice from the list of special inagistrates ; considering the number 
of gerttlemen comjirised in that list, and their various opinions, 1 know not how 
to answer the remark, that this is to give an unfair advantage to the employer. He 
has the choice of the ultimate judge wi'hin a circle, wide enough to secure to him 
great advantage from the possession of it. The chief justice of the island, would 
certainly api)ear to be the proper umpire on these questions. 

" fifthly, 'J'he ratification of all antecedent agreements is objected to, because it 
might give validity to some, into which the apprentice had entered in ignorance o.^" 
his rights. If the law must be construed as precluding those objections by which 
the validity of any contract ought to ue impugned, then I should regard this 
remark as conclusive, but I conceive that the act does not require this construc- 
tion, but it is understood as referring only to contracts entered into in good faith, 
and without any unfair advantage being taken of the ignorance of the weaker 
party. 

'' Sixthly, It is provided h}- this act, that all tradesmen who are in the occupation 
of lands for their support, and who have had to their own use for the cultivation 
of such lands, the extra time granted to prandial apprentices under the aboli- 
tion act, shall be classed as pnedials. No-.v the 4th section of the Act of Parlia- 
ment, J and 4 Wm. IV. cap. 7.3, provides, " that no person of the age of twelve 
years and upv.-ards shall, by, or by virtue of any such act of assembly as is therein 
mentioned, be included in either of the said two classes of pr;edial apprenticed 
labourers, unless such person, shall for twelve calendar months, at the least, before 
the passing of this present act, have been habitually employed in agriculture, or 
in the manr ; 'ure of colonial produce." The criterion by which parliament has 
thus determuiod who shall be pnedials, is essentially different from that, whieh is 
given in the act under consideration. 'J"he two are incompatible, and in this re- 
spect, repugnant to each other. The conse(juence appears inevitable, that the Act 
of Assembly must he disallowed. 

" 'i he enactment is indeed vindicated by a preamble, which states, that doubts 
may arise from i..e mixed nature of the employment of these persons, and refers 
to certain instructions issued by Lord Sligo, under which plantation tradesmen 
were classed as jjraxlials. Although I do not perceive the alleged obscurity of the 
Act of Parliament, yet if its meaning be really doubtful, that doubt must either be 
solved by its authors, or explained by the judges. A colonial legislature has no 
power to pronounce an authoritative interpr'atation of an act of Parliament. In 
reality, however, the act of Assembly does not attempt to romove the alleged 
. ambiguity. It does not state the meaning of the parliamentary rule, but sub- 
. stitutes for it, a new and different regulation. With the utmost deference for the 
judgment of Lord Sligo, I cannot regard Ins lordsliip's authority as adequate to 
the purpose for which it is cited. 

" You will improas on the Council and Assounbly, the indispensable necessity 
for the revision of this act in their approaching session. The necessit)? of a law for 
ascertaining the class to which each labourer is to belong, was distinctly asserted 
in the act of Parliament, and is now as distinctly admitted by the legislature of 
the island. I .should be wanting in the frankness which I owe to you, and to the 
Council and Asscmblyp if 1 should forbear to avow the deft'rinination of Her JMa- 
j'>3ty's government, not to acquiesce in any rneasurG whicli does not correspond 
with, and give effect to, tliirj part of the compact entered into between Great 
Britain and the Colonv." 

I'pon this Despatcli one or two observations require to be made on topics which 
still anjiear open to nu-;construction. 
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lat. It", i)y iho fuli couimunications rccomiiicmlcd, und(?r iho lirst liend ofuhjiH-- 
tioiJ, j)ersoii;il iioticis of th«^ naturo and (.•on^^cijucuccs of an A<'t of C!;u;.-,ififutioii 

iiueiid(Hl, ISO fdi'lhor ohjt-ctioa to llii.T claiiM) ueod hi) raised ; hiit wlii^ri llu' ii^-no- 
ranco and tlif abject, coiulition of the apprfiilif. es an' coiisiik'nul, .suroly iiotliinp; 
sliort of these preciiutions, can bo doeiued suiii'.-i'.'iit in ilic ca^o of an fnaclisiont, tlie 
funscqiicncff of wliicli uiay otlu'r\vi.so bo to dcin-ivf tlK'ni, wiUiout any fault of 
their OAvn, of the posst-ssiun of liberty for two wliole years. 

'Jiidly, On tho subject, of previous agreeinents between the employer and tho 
ap)ir'^'Uice for an exchange of cbissos, it may be remarked, that as under this 
(dause the o^reatest amount of injustice niuv now be done, it seems to bt; in the 
last deL;Tee in)j)ortaut to require, in all such eases, the strictest legal evidence, not 
only of tlie existence, but of tho /i(?c character of any such j)revious agreement, 
A refusal to recognize a doubtful arrangeinent of this kind, would, at most, only 
impose upon the employers, the trouble of proving bis right: while the, too easy 
recognition of such an arrangenieut, would infitct upon the apprentice the jienalty 
of two whole years of additional bondage. In coiifinsiation of this view, reference 
may be made to the oOfli section of the 1st .Jamaica Act, which prohibits any 
contract whatever between "die employer and the ajjprentice for labour, without 
the vSanction of a special magistrate; and even with ihat sanction, authorizes such 
contracts only for one year. 

It TI...J not be improper, moreover, to suggest, that in cases of classification 
hereafter to be referred to fhe oliief justice, the criterion should be so fully 
explained as to prevent the possibility of future misconstruction ; a danger bv no 
means to be overlooked, since the decision of Baifley Euiirt, in the case of 
registration above-mentioned. 

Tho absolute necessity of an Act of Classification, with a view to the present 
and future welfare of the negro, will appear from the follov. iiig despatch. 

D(:'<p(Urli from Lord (ilciiclti to tlx; Mnnjitis of S/irjo\, tJdted JJoivning 
i^frcct, 22itd Jauuani, 1»:3(5.~- T/V/c iV?/'/. Puf). *t\v.y. IBOi;, No. KJO— I, 
U7. 

My Lord, — " I have received your lordshiji's despatch, dated the oth of 
3)ccember last, proposing for my solution three ([uestions, respecting i!;e classi- 
fication of apprenticed labourers. 

" Your lordship has stated your opinion in reference to the cases you liave sup- 
posed, and has thus left to me only the task of informing you, that it coincides Avith 
mine. In one '.'espect indeed, 1 M-ould i.)ualify my subscription to your lordship's 
view of the \\\\y. \'our words might seem to im;)ly ( adiat, however, I am assured 
is not your real meaning,) that the class to which a labourer must be assigned 
would depend on the nature of his empdoyments, subsecjuently to the 1st of 
August, 1834. Your meaning of course is, that the criterion is to be sought in 
the nature ot' the emi)loyments pursued during the twelve months which imme- 
diately preceded the act of parliament for the abolition of slavery. 

" 1 coll.'-?ct from your lordship's despatch, that there have never yet been pre- 
j)ared in Jamaica, lists for ascertaining the class to which each individual labourer 
in the Island belongs. It appears to me, however, not only that this was part of 
the design of ])arliainent, but that it was a regulation nearly, if not quite, esseniial 
to the successful execution of the whole scheme ; aiul it has been accordingly 
adopted in most of the other colonies. Every passing year throws additional un- 
certainty ujion the question, what was the employment of any individual during 
the year iBJi'i-o. Yet in 1B38, it will be necessary to solve that question in 
reference to a large number of doubtful cases, and it is not dilBcult to foresee tlie 
confusion and the danger to the public trancpiillity, which must arise from the 
simultaneous agitation in every part of the island, of claims to immediate freedom, 
the admission or rejection of which, must depend on facts, of which the most 
recent, will by that time be distant by five, and the most reniote by six years. To 
obviate this risk, 1 think it necessary, that lists should be ])repared with all practi- 
cable desjiatch, under the authority of the local legislature, in which lists, each 
apprenticed labourer iu the island,' should be assigned by name, to the class of 
wliicb be is a member, and that according to the p.ian suggested iu Lord Stanley's 
circular desjiatches, provision should be -xiade for correcting such lists, and for 
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Iic tis ing ainl di.sjxisiiii; of iipj)(.'aU iipiiinst tlie i5!ii)rop('r int-jrliun or oini.ssion ot'iii'v 
liurticulat- niune in tlioiii. \'>v tlit; o\' Auirust, 18:58, siirli vi procfKS m U;js, will 
iio inevitabi*". To postpono it liil llicii, is hut to ilelay n irouhlfsonio iiiquirv, nt 
tlie expense of greatly onluiiioiui; both liu.- (iiliiruUv suid the dangor." 

'I'liti njaiufest justice and pxtrt'iiie nriioncy of tliis measure, appear, however, to 
Itave jiroduced no suitable impression upon tlio legislature of tliis refractory 
colony. A few months oniv will elapse, b(;!"ore the noii-])riedial class will be en- 
titled to their freedom, vet tlie latent .lamaicu papers bring no ijitelligence of yny 
new act having been passed on the subject. 

Classification in British Guiana. 

The doubts expressed in the Anti-Slavery statement, respf.-cting classification 
in British Guiana, are founded not only on inteni<:ence recently received from 
that colony, but on the Governor's own Froclamation on that subject as follows : 

Extnict from flw PnH-lau/dfion (>/' >'/;• ./. (,'. Siiii/fh, Bart., (uidrcxmi to 
tlu> hldve Fopnlatwii of British (luiniia, dated -Znd Orto/u'r, IWiS. 

" All slaves heretofore usually emyduyed in ai^riculture, or in the nianuJ'iK'tun? 
of colonial produce, or olherwi.se, upon lands belonging to their owners; or nj)on 
lands not belonfiintj; to their owners, nuist continue to serve (heir masters as 
l)r;u'dial apprenticed labourers lor six years, either attached or unattached, as the 
case nr.iv be. A mistaken notion has i;ot about, that the coopers, boatmen, and 
other of the artificers upon a plantation, are to be free at the en<i of four years. 
Be assured, mv friends, that this is a mistal.e. and whoever tells you so, talks 
foolishly. If you listen to. such peojdc, you will only got yourselves into diffi- 
culties. All phnttation slaves, of whatever description, are to be classed as pranlial 
ap{)renticed labourers, and must serve aa apprenticeshiji of six years. If, there- 
fore, any plantation slave complaiiis, that he ought to be in the class to be callesi 
non-pnedial, and which class will have to serve an ap]irentice.slji}) of four years 
only, he is losing his own time, and taking up that of the [n-otector, the fiscal, or 
that of the justices, as the case may be, very unnecessarily and unprofilably. I 
hoj)e, therefore, that no complaints of this sort will be nsade." 

It Seems that the form " plantation ihnes," is ciptivalent in tliaf colony, to ths 
expression, " all slaves of whatever description on plantations." 

in conspfjuence of this proclamation, (the second that Mas publi.slied,) it 
appears, that all apprentices on jdantations in British (iuiana, without exception, 
have been registered as non-pra;dials, and that not a few domestics and tradesmen 
residing even in C/eorge town ami iS'ew Amsterdam, have been registered a.s 
pvaidials unattached. 

1 1 is much to be regretted, that any doubt should have been thrown upon the right 
of the apprentice in this colonv to redress in case of erronoou:, "lassilication. On 
tiiis feuiiject. Sir J. C. Smyth, in a despatch to Lord Glenelg, of the 13th 
November, 18%, (vide Parliamentary Papers, sess. 1836, part iii — ii. p, UU.) 
writes as follows : 

" 'J'hat returns prepared in sucli a hurried manner, sliould contain many acci- 
dental errors, it is easily to be imagined. It is moreover to be borne in mind, 
that the words " prtcdial attached, praidial nnattscL^d und non-pritdial" were per- 
fectly unintelligible to the mass of the labouring population, and indeed in very 
many instances were not clearly comprehr.Mded by the managers and attornies. 
Under these circumstances, I do not wish in the slightest degree to disturb these 
registration and classification lists, as far as the pecuniary interests of the parties 
concerned may be involved, or the compensation question be affected. The words 
" predial and non-praidial" are, hcwever, now better understood by the labourers, 
and it appears to me, that it would be at variance with the act for the al!oIition of 
slavery to compel a labourer (who can show by indisputable proofs that he ought 
to have been classed as a non-prajdial) to continue in the class of pnedials, because 
his employer has erroneously so returned him, (whether fraudulently or acci- 
dentally,) and to sifford two additional years of gratuitous labour more than the 
law has prescribed. The remedy wdiich has occurred to mo as best applicable, 
and. which I conceive it my duty respectfully to submit to your lordship, is for ilis 
Majesty in Gouncii to declare, that so long as th«r system of apprenticed labour 
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t oiMimie.s, so U)iit>; tlie judj^cs of the supreme court may and ire to receive all arid 
■<iii\ coin[i!iiinis, wiictber from apfvrentitvew iiihotirers, o~ jia' ties tictinf; for tliyin ; 
'. !• (he sy.puiil iu,s!ict\'i ii'lativf tf» MViy ;i11t'j^t.'d orroiieous (.lassiijcation of sucli 
I;d)oi5ror:i ; and tiuit the siiid judf;es be authorized and required to Iiear and decide 
ill a summary way in all such matters, with method, punctuality and dispatch. 1 
liumhlv conceive, that some such arrangement is absolutely nece.ssary to ensure to 
every one the possession of that exact situation to which the Jaw for the abolition 
of slavery entitles him. With reference to the foregoing remarks, I. take the liberty 
of laying befo. e vour lordsbip the particulars of two cases cut of the many, which 
liave been made known to me." 

1 1 might have been hoped that a construction at once so naturi^l and so just, would 
have met with the immediate approval of Lord (Jlenelg; it appears, however, from 
his desjiatch of the •22nd January, 18;>(>, (vide Parliarner.rary Papers, sess. 1836, 
jtart iii — ii. p. 10-1,) that some legal doubt of tlie correctness of such a constru'^tiou 
existed in his mind, the solution of which does not appear. And a practical difficulty 
of a singular description Las been raised, which depended of course u))on tlie legal 
question. ' If a non-priedial apprentice has been erroneously classed as a prandial, 
(it is asked) how is satisfaction to be made to the employer for the diminished hour, 
of labour jireviously performed 'f In a practical point of view, there would seem to 
be no difficulty at all, since the error in a vast majority of instances must be tlie 
employer's own, who ought, therefore, to bear the loss ; but should it happen to 
be otheruise, the additional value of the apprentice's labour as a pra-dial, to say 
nothing of his aiiditional hardships in that service, would be more than a sufficient 
rounterjioise. In j)oint of fact, such is the value of prajdial labour in Bntish 
(juiana, that every advantage has been taken by tlie planters to compel non- 
pra;dial3 to perform this service ; and the practical question now is, Avhat com- 
pensation shall be made to those who have been so illegally and oppressively 
treated. ? 

'lliis appendix miglit bo greatly enlarged, by quoting correspondences and 
documents relating to the state of classification in other colonies ; among these 
might be e.-pecially noticed the decision of the chief justice at Grenada, in tlje 
case of BeUe}/ v.Leid, which places the right of appeal against incorrect classifica- 
t>.oii, in that colony, upon an equitable footing ; but it will suifice to refer generally 
fur information, to the papers already laid before the Parliamentary Conimittee. 



APPENDIX G. 

LABOUR. 

Despatelies and otlier documents and evidence, shewing 
the state of the Laws and practice in the Colonies on 
the subject of Labour. 

Tlio following general principle regidating apprenticeship labour, appears to 
have been to a great extent, overlooked or violated, both by Colonial Legislatures 
and I'lanters. 

Extract of a (Jircuhir Despatch from Lord Glenelq, dated 20th January, 
1830. Vide Par/. Pap. 183G, No.^We,—!. p. 10. 

" It must not be forgotten, that the conditions under which society has hitherto 
existed will, on the expiration of the apprenticeship, undergo an essential change. 
During slavery, labour could be compelled to go wherever it promised most profit 
to the employer. Lnderthe new system it will find its way ^^^herever it promises 
most ])rotit to llie labourer. If, therefore, we are to keep up the cultivation of 
the staple productions, we must make it the immediate and apparent interest of the 
negro population to Crtiploy their labour in raising them.'' 
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Tim fbllowiiig' extracts from niHcinl (it;.s:jiitclii\-; will :j!uj\v tlie ciipriciiius moiu-cs 
Hii'.l the ['lerniciou.-; oporation of the inetiioc! coititnoalv (jailed the eight lioiirf r-tif.it:, r, 
in Jumaic/v. 

Exfyaet of a De.spfi^.rh fmni thf MiU'^iui.s oj' S/ir/o to Lord ( >/rnf'i'i/^ dtifed 
AiKjiiftt I7th, IS'in. Pari, Pap, oT-vs. IB-JJ;, ]t;irt iii. — }, p. 71. 

Since crop is ov'er, liowever, I atn, sori-y to say, that inc-eiings huxii heea got 
lip in tnany pUtces to establish what tlisy tornx inuformilv of hour.~ of labour, 
which merely means to work on the eight lumrs si/siem. Whivrc: those maetiii^-s 
h;ive not been held, this pUm luu been a.lopted iadindually in mojiy, I ii,viv sav 
//I/ far the mujoriiif of hutances. What raiiv be the real Jnotivp, is no* fur im!> to 
say ; but the apprentices are all very much di.scontented, and many of the ;ipeci;ds 
have in their letters to me deprecated very much tlie system. I sli.)iild hope, that 
it has not been adopted for purposes of annoyance, as is general Iv hero considered, 
but it bears very much the appearance of it ; the eftert of it however is, that it 
deprives the negro of all power of applying himself o the cultivation of his 
grounds, the time especially giveu to him for the purpose. ? have latterly 
been making some inquiries on the point, and lind that the provision grounds 
are in very many instances at a considerable distance from their homes ; this is no 
fault of the owners, as the ground adaj>ted for the production of sugar is from 
^'arious causes seldom fit for negro grounds. I know of manv cast's where th;; 
proprietor has been put to great expense to hire or buy provision grounds for 
his people, and been unable to procure them within tenor perlr.jps ///'tecii miles. 
In my own case, having two estates, I offered the negroes on the lower on >, 
the choice of the ground for themselves, and they have unanimously preferreil 
going nine miles ofF to my other estates, to cultivate grounds there, though it is 
so unproductive as a sugar estate, that I have detarmined on re^noviiig the wholo 
gang down to the lower one, which is most valuable alluvial soil, euual, if not 
perhaps superior to any in the island. The enemies of the eight hours' svstom 
here say, that out of crop, there is not die same urgency for labour now as in tr:f;n 
time, and that such being the case, the leaven of the old planter breaks out, and 
that the change is made solely for the purpose of diminishing as much as possible 
the newly-acquired liberty of the apprentices. I should unv. jllirig fo believe 
this ; but I am confident that no more injudicious measure could have been adopted, 
or one more likely to destroy the budding confide nee ot the a]>preniicps in the 
- good faith of the master. I am sorry to say, that 1 tliink the {>ropri(Jtors hero, 
cannot get rid of the old feelings v/hich used to predominate in the tim;!; of shivery, 
and one of the greatest proofs of the evil working of that now abolished svst?M!i, 
is the utter want of mutual eonfid(;nce, which T find to have [trovailed ssfi.' o [ Imvf 
been in Jamaica. As soon as I received your lordship's despatch, eiicio.^ing Mr. 
Blyth's complaints, I saw at once that the point on whicli the whole turned., wisi 
the legality or illegality of the eight hours' system, 1 therefore at once resolved on 
making this as clear as possible, I applied to every men^ber of the bar here, 
seven in number, for their individual opinions on the cnnstniction of the 47th 
clause," (of the Jamaica Act), "and tlie right of the master to aiiportion the hours 
of labour. 

It seems that there is no difference of opinion on the m-.ii?i point, namely, th it 
of the right of die master, to apjiortion as ho pleases, thf^ Iiours of labour, !)i)t 
those which more nearly coincide with my views, are those of Hie Attorney-Genera! 
and Mr. Edwards. I have thought it exjiodirnt to lav tlie whole matter before 
you, and request tlie expression of your opinion, whm line 1 am to take on the 
subject ; the policy of the eight hours' system, 1 consider to be bad, and I do so 
after a year's close matching of the negro ch-irucler. T am confident, that the feelin"- 
which makes the gi'eater part of the proprietors adopt it, is one which will be fatal 
to the success of sugar cultivation after the apprenticeship shall have terminated 
they are neglecting to avail themselves now, of the iiuthority wliich remains to 
them, to bring about a conciliatory feeling between tliem ;in(l their fipprwnticos, 
which they will find impossible to'estahJish after (he your 1840. 'i o them in ,surh 
case will be fairly attributable the failure, if it shall lake place, of tlie new svsteju, 
and not to the projectors of the law. Much m;iy depr-ud on (he line v. hich nmv 
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bo lukiptiM! l)\ ( ioviTiiiucnl wirj, r<"^iu(.! io t'lO ciglit limirs' ss'htt m. I tauiuit 
1jp1[) snvintj, tlirit tliH Tnimi.-; of" tlu! lu-^roos would be }))• tar iiioro sdti.sfied ii" tim 
iiiiic h()!i»'-i' system were juloptod ; biif (Iniliiig' (hat I {.•aiuiot by law o'lforce it, I 
(hforn it my duty to .seek your iti.slructious un wh;it ] dnifin so im(torliiuf, a iioiiil. 

Exfynvt fff II Oi',.\}iiif('h from Lord fi/f)ir/jj fff tttr Mtirt/nis o/S/!t/o. in )'i'jif>/ 
to I fit; I'lhfirr, daU'd r,>'h ()rto!'c>\ loH/i. 'j-'aH. rap. .sc.v.v. \ i)nr,.jiart iii.— I, 

" It aj)!>oar.s to be uni ver.-allv a'.liiiitli'il, tliat tiio coMstriictioa wljich would bo 
most beueliiMii' to tbe ]aho!in.'r.^ tiiemslvos, is that wLicb would cxpni'tit tbeia 
iVom work in tbeir (Mii])loy('r>j' service on I'Vidav al'rersioon. On the otbfr liiiiul. 
tin; accuracy ol' this construction is uaauiniou.iiv (icaiod Ijy all the genfleiueii 
with whom your lord.shi.[> consulted on tlie occasion. I sue no valid ground on 
wliich the conclusion adopted by thorn ail could be controverted ; neither do I 
think it rpasonable to expect thai the local k gislaiuro v.-ould atrree to any chanj^o 
in this part of the law ! A reconunendatiun to secure to the labourers for tiie 
cultivation of their provision grounds the afternoon of every F)-iday . might of 
course be addressed to the council and a.sseud>lv ; and the responsibility of reject- 
ing that salutary proposal, might in tliat manner be thrown upon them ; but 1 am 
strongly opposed to proceedings of tliis nature, except on the most urgent and 
serious occasions. Enough, and in truth far more than enough, lias already oc- 
curi-ed, to induce the negro population to draw invidious distinctions between the 
disposition towards them of tiie executive government on the one hand, and of tiie 
local legislature on the other; and however inevitable may have been the caus'^s 
which have com]>elled the Ministers of the Crown or the governors of >Jie island to 
])rovoke this unfortunate contrast, it is obviously pregnant with many great evils. 
The interest of all parties demands the growth and encouragement of mutual con- 
fidence between the minority who possess the wealth, intelligence, and lawful 
authority in the colony, and the great body of the people, separated from them bv 
so many natural and social distinctions. I, therefore, think it more wise t(» 
ciC(juiesce silentlfi ill ihe incomenience nhicli the rcfusid of the half Fridajj in evi:i u 
iceek m/ni occasion, than to enter into a contest for the reihvss of that evil, witli a 
distinct convicticn, that iliongli thero is no prospect of .siurw.s, tiiere is a higii 
probability of widening the breach which it. is my duty as far as jio.ssible to 
clo.se. 

Extract of a Di'sptitrh from t/w Marqni-s of S/iijo to Lord (iienefi,', dafftl 
•'■>th i^fpttmibf.r, iB'io. Pari. Pap. .sv.y.s-. lUoCs, part iii. — f, p. 78. 

" For the last three weeks, tbe reports which 1 have received from tiie Special 
justices have bet a full of cases of complaints a.gainst gangs of negro'.'s and invlivi- 
duals, for iu-iuljoriiiaatH conduct, originating in the tliange, from the nine iiours" 
system to tlial of eight hours. 

" ?ilv impression was originally, that the latter was the most Imnirme for the 
negroes. Having however, seen that it was liisagrt'eabie to tiiein, I h;ive don.c 
mv best to cause the nine hours .system to be a;!hered to. Tlie jnatter however, 
has been so forcibly brought to mv attention by the reports of the magistrates, that 
I have felt it my duty to write a circular to the custodes, a copy of wdiich 1 have 
the honour to enclose, aiul hope you will apyu'ove it. 

Meetings have lately be',:ii v.erp i^ciicrall^ called for the purpose, as it is termed, 
of promoting: uniformity in th;.' hours of ial )0'.ir. 1 he real object of which, iiow- 
ever, is to inake those jn'.);>rietor.s or managers who have ado[)ted ;i diilerent plao. 
fall into the eight hours' .system. That this is not really done for the purpo.se of 
getting more work performed is, I think, proved, by t'bo tV.ct, that during crop 
lime, while it was more their interest to get work cotnjdeted. than it can be now 
out of crop, it was universallv the habit to woric on tb^ nine h:!urs' system, Now 
that the,y recpiire less work, on many jiroperties the .iihiti'nt of .7 "rj-s ii dropped, 
and they have in n my places cbanued to the eight hours' plan, 'i'i-at tiiis i.s done 
for the purpofse of' (iinioutni; the ucgrocit, it is my ]>iiinfu! impression. 

In furtherruice of my ojiitnon, as to tbe reason ■ wliy the ei^^ht iiours' system i.s 

adhered to, I enclose you the copy of a letter of the custos of , Vou will 

therein sae, that hi- riiotive for pressing it is, !»• c tusf it will prevent the negroes 
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from attending sectarian places of Horship. Now if ihey have zeui oiacnig!< to 
travel six miles autl back, after their day's litbour, to attend worihijj, or sf.ill maj-i^, 
as stated, sixteen miles, it is too bad to attempt to stop thetn b)' adopting' a syytt?!it 
which will have r o other efleot but that of annoyint; them, and pre^-'piitiug 'their 
religious iustractioji." 

^'^'Py of a Deapatch from Lord Glenelg tc> the Marquis of Slim, dated 
4th November, 1835, vide Pari. Pap. \Heas. 18;lj No. !<'>(>, /j/gO. 

" I have received your despatch cf Sth Supteraber, euclosiii^; a copy of a circu- 
lar addressed by your lordship to the custodes, on tlio 25th of Auj^'tst, on the 
subject of the arrangement of the hours of labour required of the apprantices. I 
entirely approve of the course which your lordship has taken with reference to 
this subject, and I trust that the proprietors will receive your jwivice in the 
same spirit in which it has been offered, and will concur with your in adoptintf 
such an arrangement as will be most conducive to the interests of all parties con- 
cerned. 

" It is with deep regret, that 1 learn that there is any probable rensmi to beb'ove, 
that the hours of labour Lave been iixed, in any case, for the j)urpose of annoying 
the apprentices. Such a motive would be still more open for censure, if it prompted 
any needless interference with the feeling which induces the apprentices, after th« 
labour required of them has been performed, to frequent places of worship, al- 
though not in connexion with the established church, 

" The view which your lordship takes of this subject is so correct, as to render 
it unnecessary for me to do more than to express my full concurrence in the senti- 
ments which you have expressed. 

'* I will only add, that I trust that such instances as I have adverted to, are 
extremely rare, and that the good sense and just feeling of the large body of tho 
proprietors, will induce them to exercise their rights with reference to the em- 
ployment of their appreniiccis, in a manner the most calculated to promote their 
own interests by conciliating the good- will and confidence of the labouring popu- 
lation." 

Extract of a Letter from Mr\ Special Justice Fitsgeraid to the Marquis of 
Sligo, dated 6th October, 18.'3.5. Vide Pari. pdp. 18a5, No, U'S, 

p. 101. 

" I think it right to inform your Excellency, that some overseers in this di!jtrict 
have given me notice, that they intend adopting the eight-hour system, instead cf 
the nine-hour as heretofore. 1 have therefore to request, that your Kxcellencv 
will be pleased to inform me, v'hether their doing so, is according to the spirit of 
the forty-seventh clause of the Act for the Abolition of Slavery, which gives tl)e 
apprentice fotir-and-a-half hours per week out of his master's forty-five, for the 
cultivation of his provision grounds. From the general position of these grounds 
in this district, the hour a-day w-hich the eight-hour system leaves the apprentice, 
would be consumed in the mere going to the grounds, and the object of the law 
as far as any benefit was intended to him frustrated ; the power of changing from 
one system to another, is professedly used as a means of annoyance and punirh- 
mentof the apprentice. How far this is consL'Stent with the spirit of an act in- 
tended to take the power of punishing from an employer, and vest it exclusively 
in the special megistrate, is a point, Thave to submit to your Excellency for deci- 
sion, it being clear that from the frequent recurring of the cause some decisive rule 
should be applied to it." 

Extract of a Letter from Mr. SpecialJ a.stiee Wonlfrtf^ to the Marquis of 
SUgo, dated Villa Ocho Jiios, November Ut, JBO's. V^ide Pari. pap. 
ftes.9. 1836, iVo. 278—11, p. 159. 

" On those properties where the nine hours' system of work is carried into 
operation, and the half of Fridays is allowed, I observe a great deal of content- 
ment prevails ; but on those properties where the master is said to work their 
apprentices eight hours, and not allow the half of Friday, the peoplf are very 
much dissatisfied ; and the dissatisfaction appears to be increasing,, "s they oftf-n 
alleae they are cheated out of part of the dinner time and afternoons, but \\hk-)i it 
is difficult to prove." 
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Tbe general prevalence of the eight hours' system in Jamaica durins* the first 
year of the apprenticeship, and it j freijueucy during that period, will be further 
gathered from th« ad missions of Sir George Grey in his evidence before tbe Pur- 
liameKtary Committee, (vide c,uestir,Tts SifJti, 5533, [,li3D.) I'ho slighi raeiatiori 
subsequently made of this lojuc iu official documents, is explained by the supposed 
inutility of remongtrance, (vide extract above cited, 5th October, 1835.) 

The facility which this system affords for defrauding tlie apprentices of their 
otvn time, as stated in Sj)ecial Justice WooJfry's return> will he further inferred 
from the opinions of other witnesses examined by the Parliamentary Committee, 
mh; Dr. IMadden, a special justice, (juestion 102 ; Captain Oldrey, a special jus- 
tice, 3224, etseq.; and Air. Beaumont, a planter, and into member of the House 
of Assembly, question 40-13, ef jic^. From the united testimony of these gentle- 
men, it appears, that negroes upon plantations generally, liave no means of accu- 
rately computing time ; and these witnesses express a decided conviction, that 
advantage is taken of this circumstance by ill-disposed managera and overseers. 
Mr. Beaumont, raoreovsr, in bis answer, 405(5, says, that the present plantation 
system cannot be carried on " wilm the negroes occimmalhj work thirtij-six 
hours at least continuously" There can be no reasonable doubt, indeed f that a 
more exact npjjortioiiment of time has been purposely omitted by tbe Colonial 
Legislatures in general, with a view io the convi^nience of planters, and the 
ordinary management of estates ; and the attempt to deny or disguise this object, 
can accomplish no other end tl)an that of increasing suspicion, as to tbe extent of 
its practical abuse." 

BRITISH GUIANA. 

The following extract will exhibit the facilities for fraud afforded in this Colony 
by the seven and a half hours system, which, in like manner with the eight hours 
system in Jamaica, apportions the period of service due to the master, into frac- 
tional parts of days, instead of dividing it into vvliole days of service. In British 
Guiana, the hardship of this method is greater, because the apprentices being fed 
almost entirely by rations, and the whole of the forty-five hours per week thus 
becoming due to the master, tbe benefit of a leisure day is entirely withdrawn. 

Extract from a Proclanmtion, by His Excellency Sir J. C. Smith, JHat't. S<c. 

" Whereas considerable discontent exists among tbe labouring population upon 
many estates, in consequence of their not having derived so much immediate 
b6;iefit from the late change in their situation, as (notwithstanding the full expla- 
nations they have received) they still (it would appear) imagine they are entitled 
to : juid whereas such misconception on the part of the labourers is in a great 
measure to be traced to their ignorance of numbers, and to their being unaccus- 
tomed to reckon by tl>e fractional parts of a day : and whereas there is no other 
method of ascartaining vrhen the seven and a half hours whinh the labourers ought 
to work per day have ela}>3ed, than by the t^-atcli of tbe manager, and in which 
method of computing time, the labourers cannot be expected to placs implicit con- 
fit'.euce. jS ow, having taken those things into my most serious consideration, and 
being duly impressed with the necessity of making the lisbourer happy, contented, 
and grateful for the amount of time which the law leaves at his own disposal, I do 
hereby earnestly recommend to all landed proprietors, and to tlie attornies of absent 
proprietors, to direct the managers on their respective estates, to take the forty-five 
hours of labour v.-hich the law allows per week, at the rate as formerly of nine 
hours per day of five days of the week, and to grant to the labourers the sixth 
day (Saturday) entirely to themselves. Mo otlier arrangement will be so effec- 
tually promote that good feeling between the proprietor and the labourer, without 
which, the cultivation of the soil cannot be permanently carried c. with ad- 
vantage." 

In this Judicious recommendation, the planters generally, have refused their 
concurrence, and the consequence is, that the negroes are understood to be 
employed during the whole six days oi -veek. 

ST. CHRISTOPHER'S. 

The toriw,ti,.,i, extract will further illustrate the mischief of fnictional divisions 
oi' (he (.iiiv. 
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Extract tHiH a Dt<<paf':', ^tf the Lknttenatit-Omrerht/t^ 'vsf ^^t. C/trbtopher^.; 
datdd iith Oe'tober, Ki il, f vide ParL imp., Se-s^if.- "i^io, jan't II. con- 
tilt Hcd, p. \y,i. 

"It ifj a matter ranch to be reffretted. that tl'.« I^gjslptKfO of tM;i fr.fjfee}? bas 
noli dt'iined the hour for work. Numerous eiit^rss pi?ei'er workvsr^ '<^i\r peopic 
ninphours per day for five days, giving the Saturday tti^fhe negroes ; <x>i^6? estate^s 
insist upon, the labourers working every day for seveu hou'^* ar»d a Inilfi by vvbich 
means, the apprentices are deprived of the Satiirday !o go to market with thiiit 
produce for sale, or to work for the juaiistenancs of their ciiildreii itiarter nix 
years of age : this system ia very vexatious, ajKt particularly iiieonrc sk^ul to the 
apprentices. 

1 see little or no likelihood of inducing the Assembly, who are cisiefly composed 
of agriculturists, to correct this evil, as it takes from the planter or his agent, the 
power of punishing their labourers for offences, real or imaginary, at his own dis- 
cretion, by depriving him of his Saturday 5 a power, I should think, much better 
vested in the hands of the special magistrate," 

Scales of Labour. 

However strong the objection to scales of labour may be^ even when prepared 
with the utmost caru, and not by planters themselves, but by disinterested parties, 
yet that some method is required for assisting the discretion of the special niagis. 
trates, as to the proper amount of work to be done, may be inferred from the 
immense proportion which punishments for insufficient labour bear to all othes- 
punishments put together. Whether, however, the construction of a uniform 
scale, upon equitable principles, be feasible or not, it is at least, matter of jiiss 
surprise, that so delicate and important a task, as that of preparing this scait; 
should in any col'^ny have been intrusted exclusively to a committee of per^ou*'' 
most interested la fixing it high, and whose judgments must be necessarily warp«d 
by their previous habits of slavery. 

In British Guiana, however, a scale of labour drawn up by a committee of 
planters, h been sanctioned by the Governor^ yet not without the remoustranet; 
of one gentleman ir» this colony (Mr. Ross) who was summoned to assist in pro- 
paring it, but who declined to do so, on the humane ground of its being prejudicinl 
to the interests of the apprentices. The excitement produced by this scrUe of 
labour, coupled with the seven and a half hours system, appears to have been the 
j)roximate cause of the offences of Damon and his associates, whose melancholy 
fate is detailed in the Parliamentary Papers, part ii, p. 170, et %eq. The scale of 
htbour in question is printed in p. 132, etseq. of the itame volume ; but it is due to 
the Governor to state, that he bus invariably instructed the special magi.itrate to 
consider tliis document as a guide only to tlieir own discretion, and not as an 
authoritative rule binding upon them, 

A scale of labour has, in like manner, been drawn up in Barbadoes, by a Com- 
mittee of Planters, and sanctioned by the governor, Sir Lionel Smith. ( Vide Pari, 
pap. part iii. (2.) p. 20, c£ seq.) In speakiag of this scale, Sir Lionel SmifJi 
observes, in a despatch, dated 8th December, 1835, (ParL pap. part iii. (2.) p. Ifj.) 
that it had been constructed with a view to "prevent those frequent misunder- 
standings which created discontent and confusion in the estates ;" and that although 
it had then been above a month in operation, he had not received a " single 
complaint from either pai-ty." It is, nevertheless, a suspicious circumstance, tl'mt 
the oflicial returns of punishment for ihe month in which he w. otf!, and the three 
following months, exhibit a vast increasf; of punishment, for which uo cause what- 
ever is assigned. 

11)0 Parliamentary Papers afibrd a much larger mass of evidence on the evils 
resulting from the unsatisfactory distribution of the hours of Ittbour, but the Anti= 
Slavery Committee conceive, that the above extracts are sufficient to illustrate the 
nature of their objections. On the defective character of most, and. the positive 
grievance o'i many of tlie Colonial T,aws, on the subject of continuous labour, 
niglit work, and other incidtMital matters, they would again refer for further infor'. 
nuition to tiie printed Pfij.trs generally, and to the Analysis of West Indian Laws, 
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in tJhe Api)entdlix to the Repor', of tha Parlianit-srary Corniwittet; uii Negro Appren- 
ticesiiip, p. 83, et sp.q, and especially to Uie a.cst objectionnblfc labour iGgubdons 
of Trinidad, p. 99. 

The subject of i'xtra bshonr iinA wages, will be considtnfjd uml«ir thf bfrfid nf' 
tuijievessary restraints uj>on tli» apprentice in his own time. 
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Colonial Regulations as to Food and other .Minptfinance 

and Allowances. 

The desi<^!i of tliis Appendix, which proposes only the elucidulion of ccrtnin 
'pfVSits specially reserred in the Stateit.eut for furthfii' explauation, nrp.nliiflfts the 
intjTidir'tion of much important mutter on this Oiost vital portion of Colonial 
arraignments. 

Bswre these reserv^ed points ar« more specifically considered, it cnnnot, how- 
cyer, be too stTon<5ly insisted, that apait from the discussion of all technical 
.i^ifEynlties, one thin;;; is absolutely certain, namely, — that by the express language 
ot -Ae Impej ial Act of Abolition, not less than by its manifest spirit and intention 
a,^ a remedial measure, tho securing' to the negroes an (idequate provision for their 
•'"'>--"';\'ence during the proposed jieriod o't transition, was madfs a fundamental 
con(if^io!.i of the apprenticeship compact — a condition, which admitted neither of 
comir-romise nor subterfuge. It was, indeed, the essential counterpart to a Covenant 
for HiJiOur in the planter's service. The same solemnities which insureil to fJje 
plan*<*s a temporary property in thfe services of their bondsmen, irrevocably 
gunmiteed to the bondsmen 'theinsehfcs, an amount of food adequate to sustain 
theiii'Jobours,-~iood, however, which at *;he best, must necessarily be to them, the 
bren:? of affliction and sorrow. To withiujld this scanty benefit from them, therefore, 
or am portiori of it, v.-hile rigorously ejiforcing the pipnter's side of the compact, is 
to adi3 fresh injury to original injustiJ?-«, — it is to render a condition intrinsically 
anomalous and opnresr^ive, still more txiious and intolerable. On such a subject 
it is vain for the planters to urge the ruinous consequencesof even-handed justice. 
A'o one compels them to prolong a rubious compact. If the painful seri'ice of 
the oppressed negroes, be really not worth their miserable subsistence, why " not 
let the people ji'i?" But the tenacity with which this hard compact is still retained 
by their selfish task-masters, sufficiently proves the hollowness of such a pretence. 
In the course of the notes on this subje^fet, it will in fact be seen, that in times pre- 
ceding- the passing of the Abolition Act, a determined resistance to the leguimafe 
authority of the mother country bus usually Jurked beneath the pretext of poverty 
and ruin. Should the planters be advised, under the altered circumstances of tlis 
case, to persevere in these most unworthy expedients for evading the demands of 
ju.stice and humanity, (as recent everjts certainly appear to threaten), an appro- 
priate and h"nal rawedymust assuredly be found by the Imperial Parliament, who, 
after so enormoust a grant of public money for the sole benefit of the planters, are 
especially bound to vindicate the honour of the nation, and to fulfil their own 
most sacred guijjeMee, that for so long a period as this mitigated fottn of .slavery 
IS permitted to continue, — the food of tho negro, though bitter, shall at least be 
adequate, and his allowances, though far below his desr.-.is, shall at all events 
be sure. 

The points to be more particularly alluded to, will now be considered in thn 
o?«er in which they occur in the Anti-Slavery Statement. 'J ho first of these will 
be the question of 

Allowances and Indidgences in Jamaica and other Colonies. 

By the 11th section of the Imperial Act of Abolition, these allowances are to 
be the same " as by miy (aw now in fovct in the Colony,'^ " im owner is required 
to supply to and for any slave being of the same age and sex." And bv the 
16th section, it is declared, that " in cases uhero the laws at present existing in 
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any such ('olony mny not in tlio case of slaves, have made my ragulation, or any 
adetjtiate regnUitiou," for determining the nraonntand quantity,— fresh regulations, 
will become necessary, and mav be made by the Colonial authorities. 

The Abolition Act of Jamaica, which putfiorts to have fully executed this pro- 
vision of the Imperial Act provided only, that the future subsistence of the 
aiiprentices should be regulated by the terms of a single Colonial Act, entitled " An 
Act for the Government of Slaves," which does not specifically include the 
allowances junv under copsidoratinn. 

It became, therefore, a matter of great irapcirtance to the welfare of the negroes, 
to ascertain whether the expression employed in the Imperial Act, namely, *' any 
liMv," was faivlv construed by the adoption of this single Colonial Act, supposing 
the language of that Act not to include the disputed " allowances." 

It was contended by tlie Counsel examined by the Parliamentary Committee 
as witnesses on behalf of the negroes, (vide questions 2'28, etseq.'234, and questions 
117J), ll?^, and 1177, Appendix to t!ie R.eport on Negro .'Vpprenticeship), that 
the Imperial Act, being a remedial measure, and requiring, therefore, to he liberally 
construed, the word " law" emoloyed in the 11th section, must he accepted in its 
most comprehensive sense, so as to include " gll customs, having the force of 
law," — for that otherwise, the coiulition of the negroes in respect to these vital 
provisions, would, under the new svstem, be, — what the Imperial Legislature 
certainly never intended it should be, — considerably worse than it was before the 
passing of that Act ; and, hence it followed, that if the Colonial *' Act for the 
government of Slaves" did not include such customs, — additional and adequate 
regulations were become necessary. This view of the subject, fully confirmed the 
previous opinion of tiie Attorney General of Jamaica, as to customary rights in 
general, which will be found under question 406, as follows: — 

" The Slavery Abolition Act, is a remedial act, and to be construed liberally,. ij:/ 
order to effectuate the benevolent intentions of the Legislature ; the slaves, n'W 
ap})rentices, are not to be placed in a worse condition than they heretofore wore ; 
their allowances, some of them, were by custom, buiso too was slavery itself, for it 
never at«ny time had any support, save from custom, v.'hich, wi^eii urnversal, as it 
was in Jamaica, is law ; slavery is, and was, however, contrary to common law ; 
and i\8 it invoked the aid of custom as making it valid, so I conceive, may the 
apprenticer invoke Custom in the support of their usual allowances, even whilst 
they are • • t!/e intermediate state of apprentices. This refers to the non-working 
in the ^' d, women, who have more than six children living; which besides, is 
siistain~'d bv tiie iipprenticeship law, it declaring that apprentices shall have the 
usual allowances. This refers to the case of suckling infants, for which the slaves 
were allowed heretofore, time, out of the time devoted to labour ; and further, in 
f (I these cases, I say that universal custom is law. As to by-paths, they must be 
permitted ; no constable's oath either was intended to, or coxild control the law. 
l>y-paths long time used, car ot be stopped up. This was decided in England, in 
ji celebrated ease in which the highest personages in the realm were parties. I 
have also to state, that the law nf-rer intended to prevent persons repairing to 
•t'states, who iiad jvist cause &n <.o 1o, though they did not belong to the estate. 
1 conceive thai an aj)prentice's ^vitii:'ias as good right (such having been the 
t iistom) TO remain with her husband on the estate, as the overseer himself has ; 
his grounds for the time are, as it were, his, as truly as those of a cottier in the 
jnother country are his, save that he cannot use them for any purpose other than 
hi 4 immediate purposes of support," 

The nature of these customary allowances'* in Jamaica, will be inferred from 
the answer to question 4(59, as follows : — 

" It has been the custom for a number of years past, in the parish of Tre- 
lawnev, as well as most other parislies in this island, to give the negroes upon the 
I'Ntiite.s. a weekly allowance of herrings and salt cod-fish, also oatmeal, flour, 
v'.ini, 6cc., and sundry articles of tlotljirig at crop-over and Christmas, as a 
reuT.is'l fur -^ocd conduct; and to women with six children, a weekly or daily 
allowiuicp ( according to their respective cases) of lice, sugar, &c." 

" Avid this, etc." (as slated in the Analysis p. IS of the Appendix to the Par- 
liainenturv Report) " is understood to have practically comprised the time 
allowed (o niothf-rs nin.sing, and the employment of a certain number of negroes 
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in cooking and preparing tlie labourers' meuls, and, in short, moat of tkone other 
conveniences which experience had proved to be indispensable." 

The argument for the opposite opinion, — t!r.it ai)prentices are not entitled to 
" customary allowances," as not being sjieciiically included in thti provisions of the 
Abolition Acts, — will be found in the answers of Mr. Burge, to questions 2729, 
et !>€{{., and iu the opinion of Mr, Batty, under questivv's 470, which is as follows: — 
" 1 am of opinion, tlmt under the Abolition Act," (t. e. the Jamaica Act) " the 
apprentices are not entitled to the indulgences and allowances above alluded to. 
The l6th section of the Act, gives thsra the same ' food, clothing, medicine, 
medical attendance, and such other maintenance and allowar.v^es,' as the owner 
was required to supply a slave, by the Act for the (iovernnient of Slavcss, 1st 
William 4, cap. 'iii. Now, on referring to this Act, it will be found, that the 
only clauses in that Act on the subject, are the 11th, I2tb, lath, and 17th, neither 
of which specify or recjuire the allowances above mentioned, to be given to the 
iiegroes ; the 1 tth provides, that owners, &c. shall inspect the provision-grounds, 
and where the negro-grounds are unproductive, or there is no land proper for 
provisions, ' shall by some other ways and means make good and ample provision 
for all such slaves as they shall be pos3»sssed of, in order that they may be 
]»roperi\ maintained and supported, leaving the mode and nature of the support 
to the discretion of the owner.' 'J'he 12th clause, requires ' every owner to pro- 
vide proj)er and sufficient clothing, to be approved of by the vestry.' The liJth 
requires an affidavit thntjhe ^jrcunds have been inspected, and that every Begro 
is ' sufficieiitly provided v/ith grounds,' or ' where there are no grounds., with 
ample provisions,' as requirad l)y the 11th section. The 17th section, comj>els 
!*very owner to provide infirm and disabled negroes ' with sufficient clothing and 
wholesciniiitj uetessB^ries of life.' The 8th section of the Act in Aid of tlie Abolition 
.-^ ^j'ict. .i,>as3<,Mj. 2nd July last, has no clause respecting allowances to the apprentices, 
/ig*?*jit tMe 8lh; relative to sick apprentices, who, under it, are to have the same 
i^tUcal cactf ami attention, as has heretofore been customary. It is clear therefore, 
that, byithe: S^la>^e Act, an owner is not obliged to give any of the above allow- 
anctjs, but merely to provide sufficient grounds fit for the cultivation of provisions. 
Thfe-^^jth section of the English Abolition Act, from which our Act is. taken, 
niafees this more clear, as it expressly says .in case of prandial apprentices, that 
the owtjer shall provide them with ground adetjuate for his or her support." 

It will be observed, however, that this opinion is almost exclusively derived 
from the Jamaica enactment ; and that, if correct, it only confirms the objection 
urged on the other side, that the existing Jamaica regulaiions are inadequate. It 
will also be observed on reference to question 2747, et seq., but especially to 
question '27^}8, that on a former examination before the Lords' Committee, Mr. 
Burge himself, distinctly affirmed the paramount force of usage in the Colonies • 
ivhioh, according to his im])re-ssion at that time, went " infinitely beyond the 
ivritteu law in favour of the Slave, in some instances, enlarging those provisions 
whicii are beiieficial to him ; in others jnitigaling, in others, superseding enactments 
of discipline." The eftect of the first examination, evidently being to give the 
largest amount of credit to the planters for their past conduct, — that of the second 
to render their liabilities as little onerous as possible for the future. 

The extent to which the privation of these " customary allowances" has been 
carried in J;unaica, as well as the essential im])ortance of some of them to the 
health and comfort of the apprentices, will be ascertained by reference to the 
evidence of Dr. Madden (vide Question 890, et seq. ; Captain Oldrey, 3124, etseq, ; 
Mr. Beaumont, 4383, et seq. ; and Mr. Oldham, 4G61.) With respect, however^ 
to the vital nece.-,sity of " salt and salted food," — a [)art of the allowances now 
withdrawn — it will be proper, more specifically to quote the testimony of s 
resident medical practitioner, examined on the shameful outrages perpetrated in 
the House of Correction of the parish of St. John's, who observed on that 
occasion, "tliut the description of food served out to the prisoners, vnaccom- 
pnnied by auif salt provisions, was enough to kill them in a week." (Pari, pap. 
part iv. (1.) p. 152. The Parliamentary Committee, indeed, in their Re|>ort 
to this part of the evidence before them, remark as follows : — " ft appears that 
fliesf iiidulirences have been very generally continued to the apj»rentice upon the 
larger prapertios." Various exceptions, however, oven to this observation might 
be quoted, as will appear on reference to the Purl, papers, sess. 18.'j i No 1C,C, 

y. 2 
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]). '210, where i(c will he st'fii, thnt nn Siueral jivoppififs of the Duke of Tiuck- 
iiigham, on the. }ir<.)p«'rty of AFrs, Smitli. and likewise on the projierty of Mr- 
Alderman Aikius, thf^^e allowances hud bfien totally, or in piirt, withheld. And 
on otht^r prop«M ties it will appear, t!r,it they have been continued only on terms 
of performing extrn labour. Bui it is unnecessary to inquire further into par- 
ticular instances of default, since the conduct of the House of Assembly, with 
regard to ihs whole of thin question, fully ascertains the necessity of Parliu- 
snentary iuterrcrence for the purjKise of determining the right of the apprentices 
to these allowances in future. Li a flespatch from Sir Lionel Smith to Lord 
Glenelg, dated the l.'Uh iAlarch, If5;i7, be writes as follows: — 

" On assuming the administration of ibis government, my attention 'ams 
naturally directed to the causes of the iliscontent and bad feeling which I found 
existing, to a great extent, between master and apprentice. 

" Aniongst these, 1 felt satisfied that the want of uniformity in the hours of 
labour., und the absence of .some compulsory enactment with resyiect to providing 
an allowance of fish, generally called among the negroes " salt," were very pro- 
minent. The result of my private inijuiries and conversation with some of the 
principal members of the legislature convinced me, however, that I should fail in 
any recomniendatioa which 1 mado to the House of Assembly on the latter 
subject. The argument J had to contend with was, that though the allowance in 
question was very usually given during slavery, it was not general throughout llie 
island, and was perfectly optional on the part of the master ; so that as the 
Abolitioa Law only prescribed the same allowances as were formerly given, there 
could be no good reason for an enactment which should be compulsory in this 
particular respect." (Vide Pari, pap. sess. 1837, l)art iv. (1.) No. 62l~-l.) 

It is to be regretted, tliat Sir Lionel's ^inticipaticn, that any recommendation 
he might make to the House of Assembly on this point, would fail in producing 
any beneficial effect, has been unhappily realized. For not even the slightest atten- 
tion appears to have been paid by that body, up to the day of its prorogation, to the 
following very important message sent down by His Excellency on the 31st 
October last. Although the message embraces some other points than that 
of food; (the immediate subject of this j)ortion of the Appendix), it may, never- 
theless; be transcribed at length, as additional light will thereby he thrown upon 
the preceding article " Labour," and as the whole relates to subjects of great im- 
portance to the comfort and well-being of the apprenticed labourer. The following 
is a copy of the message : — 

" Mr. Spkaker, — I am commanded by His Excellency the Governor, to lay 
before the House, the suggestions alluded to in his late address, on which he is 
desirous to recommend amendments to such of the laws or practices as have been 
tVuind by the records of the special magistrates, tlie principal causes of conjplaints 
arniuig the apprentices, and of course great collision between the planters and 
magistrates. 

*' Tvi these suggestions, His Kxcellency proposes nothing which can materially 
tend to increase expenses not already established by law or usage. 

" Prudent and humane planters have uiready adopted what is recommended, 
and their properties present the good woiking of this system, in peace and in- 
dustry, without their resorting to the authority of the special magistrates ; but 
there are other properties, where neither tbt- law of apprenticeship, or the usages 
of slavery, have been found sufficient to guard the rights of the apprentices. 

' 1st. The magistrates' reports show, that on so'^te estates, the apprentices have 
been dreprived of cooks and water carriers while at work in the field — thus, the 
time allowed for breakfast, instead of being a period of rest, is one of continued 
labour, as they have to seek for fuel, and to cook. The depriving them of water 
carriers is still more injurious, as the workmen are not allowed to quit their rows 
to oblnin it. Both these privations are detrimental to the planter's work. 

" tJiid. A law seoms wanting, to supply tbo estates' hospitals with sufficient 
attondr.nts on the sick apprentices, as well as for the s)ipply of proper food, as 
tiiey cannot depend on their own grounds whilst un-able to leave the hospitals. 
The I'jth clause of (lie Abolition Law has not been found strong enough to secure 
tlu'sp necessnry attentions to the sick. 

" 3r(i. li) ri'jard to jobbers, more exposed to hardships than any other class,, a 
lasv i-i i;iL"d!lv rf':piirp(l, allov.iiin- them the distance tbev may have to walk to their 



• Vf>rk, at the rate of Uirec miles au hour, and tor compellitig the jiartics hiriuy 
liiem, to supply them with salt food and meal ; their grounds are ofte£i-lim«?s so 
many miles distant, it is impossible for them to supply themiJelves. Hwuce con- 
stant complaints and irregularitit's. 

"4th. The mothers of six chiidron and upwards, prfignant \vomf;n, and tiie 
aged of both sexes, would be greatly benefited by a law enforcing the kind treat- 
ment which they received in slavery, but which is now considered optional, or is 
altogether avoided on many properties, 

"5tb. Nothing would tend more to pronmte general contentment, and repress 
the evils of comparative treatment, than tlie issue of fish as a right by law. It 
was an indulgence in slavery seldom denied, but on many properties is now with- 
held, or given for extra labour instead of wages. 

" (>th. His Excellency, during the last sessions, had the honour to address a 
message to the House, for a stronger definition of working time. The clause of 
the act in aid, expressed that it was the inteutvon of the legislature to regulate 
" uniformity" of labour, but in practice there is still a great diversity of system. 
The legal adviser of the Crown, considers the act in aid binding ; the special 
magistrates cannot, therefore, adjudicate on disputes of labour under the eight 
hour system, and t!ie consequences have been, continual complaints and bickeriitgs 
between the magistrates and managers, and discontent among the a[.tprentices, by 
comparison of the advantages which one system presents over the other, 

"7th. If your honourable House would adopt some equitable fixed principle 
for the valuing of apprentices, desirous of purchasing their discharge, eieher by 
ascertained rates of weekly labour, or by fined sums, according to their trade or 
occupation, which should not be exceeded, and allowing the deduction of one- 
third from the extreme value, for the contingencies of maintenance, clothing, 
medical aid, risks of life, and health, it would greatly tend to sot at rest, one cause 
of constant disappointment. In proportion as the term of apprenticeship draws 
to a close, the demands for the sale of services have greatly increased, 

" It is in the hope that tlie honourable house will be disposed to enforce a more 
genersil system of equal treatment, that His Excellency now circumstantially 
represents what have been the most common causes of complaint and discontent 
among the apprentices, and the island is subject to the reproach, that the negroes 
in some respects, are now in a worse condition than they were in slavery." 

However important t!ie adoption of the measures recommended in this message 
may be to the future comfort and welfare of the negroes, so long as their sppi<3n- 
ticesiiip is j>ermittod to continue, the fullest ;ecognition of these rights at so late a 
period, cannot now be accei)ted, even in the case of this Colony, as a full 
satisfaction for the privations of the past ; and still less in other Colonies, where 
the ordinary rations have been reduced so greatly below thw scale of absolute 
necessity. A stronger argument, indeed, for an early termination of this oppres- 
sive sy.stc-m, cannot be imagined, than that, wbicli naturally springs from the 
apparent justice of muking tlie easiest compensation to the apprentices, for the 
faithless manner in which the Imperial Act has hitherto been executed by the 
Colonists, in these most essential and vital particulars. It is an argument addressed 
to the plainest understanding, — amounting simply to this, that the value of the 
food and oiher allowance.-^, sc long und so unjustly withheld from the apprentices, 
shall now be mnde uj> to ttieni, — not by a money compensation, which it might, 
be more difficult to obtain, — ])ut by the release of a certain portion of that labour, 
which was originally Sfcuredto the phmters, only on the imperative condition, that 
adecjuate food and allow ances, should be honestly and scrupulously supplied. 

Crown Colonies. 

The question of food, and other maintenance and allowances, in these colonies, 
will be best explained by tiie official documents which follow in tbis Api)endix, 
accompanied by such observations only as may tend still further to elucidate 
them. 

The deplorable condition of the slave jiopulation of the colonies liaving 
attracted t!ie especial attention of Sir C Murray, during his short possession of 
office as coloniaj secretary, a comprehensive impiiry was instituted into the sub- 
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ject, which fully establisJied the nec^sity of provitlin-? mora humane reguiatiorts 
for their future troatmetit. Lord Goderich, his successor in office, followino; u|« 
the enlightened views of his predecessor, obtained a General Order in Council 
for the Crown Colonies, dated the 2nd November, 1831, the object of which, was 
to consolidate and amend the Slave Laws then in existence, and to amelionjte thfe 
condition of the Slaves (vide Document No. 2. at tho end of this article.) This 
Order in Council, was transmitted to the Governors of the several Crown Colonies, 
accompanied by a circular despatch of the 5th November of the same year, 
wherein his Lordship successfully establishes the necessity and the reasonableness 
of the new Order^ and refutes those interested objections, which he had too much 
reason to apprehend would be urged against its practical operation. The judg- 
ment, high principle, and humanity displayed in this mteresting document, together 
with its important bearing on thy present state of the question, entitle it to the 
most attentive perusal. (Vido Extracts, No. I. at the end of this article.) 

Among the many improvements, at that time deemed to be absolutely necessarj", 
was an augmentation of the food and maintenance of the slaves, and these, after 
tho most mature deliberation, were accordingly tij:»d at the specific quantities set 
forth in the order of 1831. This order contained, however, a clause (sec. 120) 
enabling the Governor, by proclamation, to substitute other provisions for those 
specifically mentioned, provided the substituted provisions should be equhaleiit 
zad equallt/ nutriiious; but at the same time declared, that any other substitution 
than such as should accord with ihese intentions, should be null and void^ 

The publication of this Order in Council in British Guiana, produced the 
greatest excitement among the planters. Sir B. D'Urban. the then governor, in a 
despatch, dated the 7th February, 1 833, writes as follows : — 

" My last despatch wiJl have prepared your Lordship for a most unwilling 
reception of that Order, but not perhaps for the extravagant feeling of discontent, 
ill humour, and despondency which it has created." "The general antipathy t.-) it 
has been studiously aggravated by the instigations of the party 1 before alluded 
to, and it now reigns to an excess, which 1 apprehend will interpose very serious 
obstacles for some time to come to its fair operation ; nor can I doubt that those 
who lead the public feeling in this matter, have sufficient ingenuity to invent all 
sorts of impediments to its progress. 

" For tH» end, ia the first instance, several protests have been prepared, and are 
now industriously circulating through the different districts of JJemerara and 
Essequibo, to receive the signatures of all descriptions of people, which will soon 
be numerous enouiyh. 

" I cannot yet anticipate in what precise way the due effects of the Order may 
he met and parried ; various means may be used to contribute to this end ; and 
there is, 1 need not observe to your Lordship, an inert strength in a community 
(and especially one constituted and circumstanced like this) of sullen purpose to 
defeat an object, which, if it be resorted to with any degree of constancy and 
combination, is ever difficult to deal with. 

" If I were to hazard a conjecture, however, upon this jioint, I should say, that 
two leading means wliich may be resorted to for giving efficiency to the above 
principle, will be, 

" Istv The avoiding, evading, or refusing to levy taxes for tho necessary dis- 
"faurseraents of the colonial administration. 

"2nd. A combination among the colonial ass^^ssors in the criminal courts to 
defeat all prosecutions for the protection of the slaves, by finding the defendants 
' not guilty,' which would be effectual, since, upon the facts of the case, the votes 
of the three assessors are equivalent to those of the three professional judges ; 
the Chief Justice, unfortunately, not being vested with a casting vote." 

The anticipation of the governor proved correct. The planters protested against 
the Order as calculated to inflict irreparable injury on the colony, and as directly 
infringing its fundamental lav/s ; and thev dsmnnded full imlemnitij for all loss 
catised hif it. IMoreover, they practically suspended the criminal jurisprudence of 
the Colony, until "Justice" should be done them by its repeal. They even proceeded 
to deny in toto, the right of the Crown to enact laws for them, except with the 
consent of their own Court of Policy, and tliey consequently denied altogether, 
♦he validity of the Order in Council against which they thus protested. 



Undor iheae circumstances, juiotber Order in Council, dated the 6tii Novomh'^r, 
1832 (vide Extracts No. 3, at the end of this article,) wns piissed. the objecf of 
which was to aycnminodate, if possible, the wishes of the planters with the welfaru 
of the siiives ; and to this end, the power of the Governor to ranke modifications 
in the original provisions, was considerably enlarged, but ifwas still limited to the 
making of stich substitutions, as should be " equally conduciie to the benefit nf ihe 
tlaves themselves, ivtd " bi-tler adapted for securing to such slai e.s an adequate siipplt) 
oj' food, clothing, and household. J'urnit.iire, and for preventing the undne exaction of 
manufocturing labour." 

Under pretext of this second Order. : • B. D'Urban, on the 18th January, 
1833, issued a Proclamation by which, altogether dispensing with the mockery 
of equivalent substitutions, he at once reduced the farinaceous food of the slaves 
to less than one half of the quantity allowed by the Order in Council of 1831. 
In this there could be no pretence of consuitiRg: the interests of the slaves, 
nor of more effectually protecting thera from future abuses. It was a simple 
and deliberate sacriSce of one half of their rights^ in respect of farinaceous 
food, to the clamour of their owners. Unless, therefore, a subterfuge were 
presumed in the solemn language of an Order in Council ; unless a covert 
intention was purposely couched in ambiguous language, and an indirect authoritv 
given to make a surrender, which the Order itself did not venture to avow — tht> 
Proclamatioa of Sir B. D'llrban must now be deemed to have been an abuse of 
power, and under the precise terms of the liJOth section of the first Order in 
Council, adopted into the second Order in Council, to have been absolutely !iull 
and void. But in addition to this repugnancy, manifest upon the face of the 
instrument, the second Order in Council expressly makes the approval and con- 
firmation of His Majesty in Council essential to the validity of any Proclamation 
issued under it. Previously to such confirmation and approval, therefore, no 
substitution could be so complete as to conatitute "a law in force" in tlie colony. 
Neither could the suspension of an original Order in Council take effect at all, 
until a valid substitute were provided for it ; and conse juentiy. until the Royal 
confirmation bad been given to this Proclamation, the Order in Council of 1831 
continued to be the "law" of the Colony. The importance of ibis point will be 
seen on reference to the 11th section of the Imperial Aci of Abolition, which 
provided, that the future maintenance and allowaoces of apprentices (subject, 
however, to further increase if necessary) should be the same as by any "law 
then in force " in the Colony, an owner was required to supply to slaves of the satne 
frge and sex. In this case, no Order in Council did in fact confirm Sir B. 
D'Urbss's rroclamation previously to the 2Bth August, 1833, when the Imperial 
Act was passed, — therefore, the Order in Council of IB31, was the law tiion ia 
force in the Clolony ; and its provisions became part and psircel of the Imperial 
Act, constituting the minimum allowance of Apprentices in Britisii Guiana. 

Why then, it will be inquired, were not these allowances adopted into the 
Abolition Ordinance of this Colony? The following facts wilt brielly explain (hat 
circumstance. 

A prospectus of the Colonial measures, deemed necessary for carrying the 
Imperial Act of Abolition into execution, having been transmitted by the then 
Secretary of State, IVIr. Stanley ; the Court of Policy convened for the purpo.^e of 
considering these suggestions, so far from adopting the Order in Council of IB.'Jl, 
thought fit formally to propose a reduction of tlie already diminished scale of Sir 
Benjamin D'Urban. 

Mr. Stanley, of coursej. refused to allow the proposal for a further reduction of 
allowances, the real object of which, was probably answered by i(s inducing him 
to adhere to the inadequate scale already fiixed by Sir Benjamin D'Urban. The 
nccuracycf the official opinions expressed by that Colonial Secretary, on disallow- 
ing this renewed attempt of injustice, is now defied ; but the following extracts, 
from the despatch which conveyed this dii»»3iowance will be useful to identify the 
person referred to in the Anti-Slave/y Statement, upon whoni the chief responsi- 
bilit)' rests of sanctioning regulations, which, after all, so grievously contravene 
the intentions of the Act they purport to carry into execution. Mr. Stanley thus 
remarks : — 

"The doubts which you appear to have entertaiiied, as to the propriety of 
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substituting for the food, inaintenaace, and allowances authorized bv Sir lienpmiu 
D'Urban's proclamacioii of the 18th January, 1833, the proposed schedules tc the 
ordinance, marked P and Q, were founded on a perlectly correct view of the 
intent of the Slavery Abolition Bill. 

** Undor that statute (sec. 11), the employer of every labourer i.^ required to 
supply him ' with such food and clothing, and other allowances as by any law 
now in force in the Colony to which such labourer may belongs, an owner is 
leqiiu'ed to supply to and for any slave, being of the same age and sex as such 
apprenticed labourer shall be.' 

"On the 20th August lust, when the Act was passed. Sir B. D'Urban's pro- 
clamation of the 18th January, 1833, issued under the authority of the order of 
the Cth November, 1832, was in force in the Colony, and had the authority of 
law there. 

" The schedule of food, &c. sanctioned by that proclamation must, therefore, 
continue in force in British Guiana during the apprenuceship, and must, con- 
sequently, be inserted in the place of schedules P and Q." (Pari. pap. part ii, 
sess. 1835, No. 218.) 

The schedule alluded to in this extract is printed in pp. 144, 145 of this volume 
of Pari. Papers, and with a slight addition, is the same with that, which appears 
in the tubular view of apprenticeship allowances in British Guiana. 

" In compliance witli the promise of Mr. Stanley," as it is expressly stated in a 
despatch of the 7th June, 1834, the British Guiatia Ordin.nico, with certain 
amendments, was allowed by Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, (vide Purl. pap. part iv, 
p. 142), whose language in' a subsequent despatch of the 7th November, 1834, 
(Ibid, p, 160), may be supposed to convey a much mere accurate idea of his own 
views and feelings with respect to the duties of a Colonial Secretary on 60 critical 
an occasion. In the latter despatch, he thus writes : — 

" I am rerjponsible to my Sovereign, to Parliament, and to the British public, 
to see that the intentions of the Legislature of the United Kingdom are carried, 
into full effect ; and that in the Crown Colonies more especially, an example is 
given of making an adequate provision for the rights of the apprenticed labourers, 
not more consonant with the just expectations of the mother country, tlian with 
the well understood and permanent interests of the Colony. Hut the more iixed 
is my reaolution to abandon no one principle that I feel myself bound to enforce, 
the more do T feel it my duty to deal with the local authorities in a spirit of con- 
siderate conciiiiUion. In order to enable th« West India projirietors to meet the 
great change consfMpicnt on the abolition of slavery, the British I>t'gislature ha.-i 
not been sparing of ti;e rt sources at its disposal ; and iht; oenorous course adopted, 
in the consequences of wiiich tlie ("olony of Demerara .-jo liirgelv participates, will, 
I trust, induce and eneoisnigc tlio Court of Policy, as v/ell as all other classes of 
His Majesty's aiihjects, to co-oponue in the satisfactory completion of this great 
measure." (Pari. ],apers, }vart ii, sess. l<-3"), No. '27[i.) 

Sir Benjamin D'Urban's diminished sciile was, nevcrMielcss, substituted for the 
consolidated slave allowauce of 1831, and becatne the appi-enticuship allowance of 
British Guiana. 

No attempts at redress appear to have been made until the commencement 
of the year 1837, when the .iubject was brought more immediately under the 
attention of Gov(!rncr, Sir James Cannichac'l Smytl). From an oJhcial Letter 
of that period, however, wliich will be more particuhu-lv alinded fo liereaiter, 
it appears, that in J3ritish Guiana, the prolits to bsi derived by tlie cul'civution 
of sugar, and other Colonial jiroduce, had for some time })ast induced the 
planters, to apply all disposable labour towards the production of those articles 
which afforded the greatest returns, and ^he anomaly had arisen, that in a country 
where every necessaiy for the subsistence of man cim be raised with the least 
possible trouble, the cultivation of plantains, and of other provisions for the 
labourers, had so considerably and rapidly diminished, that the labouring class 
had, in a great measure, to depend for their subsistence upon corn, meal, and rice 
imported from other countries. Under these circumstances, and in consequence 
of complaints and representations made to the Governor of tlie insufficiency of the 
quantity of food issued to the labourer ui lieu of the plantains, he was induced 
to look more carefully into the subject, and to ascertain, whether the issues of 



farinaceous food, allowed by tl»«3 Order in Council of itiSi, to ho substituted tor 
piantnins, accorded with the spirit of that order. The result of this inquiry was, 
as stated by the Goveruor himself in the pnblislied letter no"/ alluded tOt that he fell 
it waa impossible to sanction the continuanct? of a ot-ate of thi/js^-s.'Jsot only at 
variance with the spirit of the several Orders in Council, but cakulated, in his 
view of the subject, to injure the permanent interest of the province. Having 
resolved, therefore, upon an augmentation of the farinaceous food to the scale of 
1831, he proceeds to observe as follows : — ■ 

" The next article proposed as a substitute for plantains, is Indian corn meal. 
On the subject of Indian corn, I onn speak with more con}l<Sence--^nd experience 
than perhaps any planter in this Colony. It is «he constant food issued to the 
labouring class in tlie iJahama Islands. The weekly allowance is mteen pinis of 
Indian corn; and which, when passed through the mill, gives to eacJi individual 
about twenty-one pints of good farinaceous food, or at the rate of tkres pints per day. 
/ cannot comprehend how, as the Bahama labourer requires the qunntily I hate: alluded 
io, and which cheerfully given by the poor Bahama planter, it can he imagined in 
this icealthy Colony, that an allowance of Indian corn meal, not amounting to a pint 
and a half per day , could afford sufficient nourishment for a strong labouring man. 
The Order in Council has, in my opinion, very Judiciously fixed the quantity oj Indian 
corn meal at twenty-one pints per we^k, or three pints per day. It is imjmbible for 
me to sanction any diininution from this (inantity." 

In conforftiity with these senfimentrf, by a proclamation date<l th(} 2-ith April, 
183?, (see Extracts, No. 4), Sir J. C. Smyth, after declaring the existing scale to 
bo repugnant to the provisions of the Order in Council of I85?i, and of no force 
or effect, proceeded to substitute the fcale of food speciTied in that order, as the 
legal allowance for the future. A depufation of planters, thereupon, having 
waited on his excellency, and represented the mischievous consequences of this 
augmentation, the Governor thought tit to publish the official letter already alluded 
to, dated the "9th of April of the s'lroe }car, (vide Extracts, No. b), setting forth 
his reasons for making the alterations: hut, by a proclamation of the sanie date, 
(viue Extracts, No. 0), yielding to the suggestions of the jdanters, he suspended 
the operation of the first proclamation until tha 1st of Noveud)or followiiig. 
And by a third proclamaiion, dated the i^Btli October, (vide Estnicfs, 

No. 7), m consequence of a petition having been preferxd to Iler Majesty in 
Council, to di.iaiio'.v the scale substituted by the (irst j)roi;!aijiation, the infbrco- 
ment of that proclumation was suspended until the plejiyure of Ilor Majostv in 
Council shall be ivtiown. 'J'h(» sfipicl to di" whole of flie.>s..> j-.roceeuings is,'that 
in the four.ii year of the apprt'!irices!.'i|>, 'lie fafinaceous food of this (.'oJonv still 
renjai>3s at less than oue-hulf ol Uio qrjnlities ailowed to slaves by the oritjiuai 
Order in Council of 1831, 

It is true, that this imporrnnt subject has heon oiioe more brought undor tho 
consideration of the Privy Council, wIjoso disj>osition to perform a tardy Act of 
justice, will doubtless, be encouraged by the general symiiatJiy now cvcittid on 
behalf of the oppressed negroes. The atrentioji of tliis tribunal will, of course, 
he directed to the fact, tliat, even adopting the planters' most rigid dofuiition of 
"law," the aCale of allowances restored l»y the present {iovernor, is jdaitdv in 
this instance, the legal allowance intended by tiie iniperiai Act. And on tbe 
score of adequacy, thev will need no further rfia^iorJiig or jtroof of the sarno fact, 
than tliat which is coiituincd in tiie above mentioned (if.v,[iat(-ii of i.or{l Godorich, 
corroborated as it vvill hereafter be seet\ to be, by the juchTiaent and experi«r;ce of 
the late excellent ]\Ir. Stej)hen, whose Sf?ntiinents on tiio subject of slave allow- 
ances, have long since been given to the public. Unless, therefore, it be deli- 
berately maintained, that the subsistence of persons pronounced by the Imperial 
Act to be free, and whose condition was certainly intended to be improved hj the 
change, is now adequately provided for by onc-I.'alf of that allowance wlu'ch the 
maturest official intpiiry hud asccftuined to be only the nece:;snrv diet of slaves, 
the scaln established by the Order in (.'cuncil of 1831 must be confirmed. 

The case of British Guiana, has been niore fully considered on account of the 
habitual reference made to tlie regulatiojis of this Colony, as exhibitins- the most 
perfect specimen of the working of the ajiprcniiceshiji system. i3ut the (>rdf;r in 
Council of 1831 equally applies, as already staJod, to the other Crown Colonies, iu 
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aomd of which, will be found a still more unjustifiable departure from the iiivan- 
tions of the Imperial Act. For instance, in the neighbouring Colony of Trinided, 
the Governor and Council, having been invited to considei- the circular despatch of 
Mr. Stanley, contented themselveB with mereJy olfering suggestions, and referred 
the whole «iuestion of details, to the discretion of His Majesty's Government. Ott 
the subject of rations, they merely observe in cap. iv. of their Report: — " And 
in case of not allowing either land or fish, the apprentice to be entitled to the 
tjuantity of jirovidons now allowed by law." 

This unusual mark of deferencn was duly appreciated bv Mr, Stanley, who, 
in a despatch of the 24th May, li?o4, (the same date with that of his reply to the 
British Guiana proposals), again assumes the whole responsibility of superseding 
the General Order in Council of 1831, and confirmst the Proclaraatioii of Sir 
Lewis Grant's scale, which, on reference to the Table published in this Appendix, 
will be found to have reduced the apprentice allowance of farinaceous food in this 
Colony, to less than one-third of the slave allowance under the Order of 1831 ! ! 
Again protesting against the hasty conclusions of that otherwise distinguished 
Secretary, the following extract from the despatch in question, is introduced, in 
order to determine his undivided claim to the merit of withdrawing two-thirds of 
the farinaceous food of those persons whose title to ^'jmrperUf ofereri/ de'scriftimi" 
and to the future mjoyment of, at least, an " adequaie' su\i\>\y of food in return 
for apprenticesliip labour, had been ofiicially guaranteed by himself, in bringing in 
the great measure of Abolition. 

" As regards chapter 10, which is to comprise the regulations for the main- 
leaance of the apprenticed labourer, 1 have (says Mr. Stanley) to make the fol- 
lowing observations. 

" The Order in Council of 2nd November, 1831, established in Trinidad 
allowances of food, &c. taken from the gaol allowances, settled by an Act of the 
Jamaica J-egislature. [\y the Order of the 6th November, 1832, the Governor 
was authorized to substitute for that scale, any otlier which might be better 
adapted to the state of the Colonv. Sir Lewis Grant accordingly is.'iued a pro- 
clamation on the subject, dated .'7th .lanuary, 18^33, establishing a nev? scale of 
sllcwanc^s. These were in force in the Colony, and lind the authority of law 
there, on the 28th of August last, when the Slavery Abolition Act was passed. 
By the 11th section of that Act, the employer of every labourer was required to 
supply him with such food, clothing, and other allowances * as by any law now in 
force in the Colony to which such apprenticed labourer may belong, an owner is 
required to supply to and for any slave, being of the same age and sex as such 
appr&nticpd labourers shall 1 think it dear, therefore, that Sir Lewis Grant's 

scale of food, must, during the apprenticeshi}>, continue in force in Trinidad. 
Upon the sul\ject of these allowances, therefore, it appears to me, that neither 
the local Legislature of '^.iVinidad, nor His Majesty's Government have the power, 
even if it were desira" 1e to exercise it, of diminishing the food and other allow- 
ances to which the slave was entitled, under the comlnned effect of the Orders in 
Council of November, 1831, and November, 1832, and the Proclamation to which 
I have adverted." (Parliamentary papers, part ii, continued, p. 193, sess. 1835, 
No. 278—11.) 

The subsefjuent confirmation of this reduced scale by Mr- Spring Rice, on the 
7th June, 1834, appears to have been regarded by him as a necessary conse- 
quence of the course avloj)ted by his predecessor in office. 

The case of the Mauritius, is similar to that of Innidad ; with this exception, — 
that the execution of the Imperi .1 Act of Abolition in that rebellious Colony, was 
rendered infinitely more difhcult by the dissensions which were known to exist 
there, and especially amongst the legal authorities. 

The following extract from a despatch of Mr.. Spring Rice, dated 18th Sept.^, 
18»34, (vide Pari. pap. part ii. p. 208), explvnns the course adopted by that 
Secretary under these peculiar circumstances. After alluding to the previous 
state of the Colony, lie thus observes : — 

'* Accordingly, the Order in Council which I now enclose is, with thfl excep- 
tion of a few modifications, precisely similar to that which has been enacted for 
the Island of Trinidad. The two principal alterations consist in the discretion 
which is allowed, on the subjects of food and clothing, to the local authorities. 
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to aubstitute for the articles sf«cified such other ariides of food and clothing as 
they shall cojisider to bo equivalent. This courae baa been deemed nocessnry, 
because the Order in Council of the 2nd November, 1831 never having been in 
actual force in the Mauritius, it is« doubtful what may be the exact <tafe of tlie law- 
there on those subjects, and even ivhether there exists any law su ciently clearly 
defined to give practical effect to the intention of the Act of Parliament. Tho 
articles of food and clothing provisionally specified in the present Order are those 
fixed by the Governor and Council of Tnnidad, in confonaity with the discretion 
allowed by t'-:? Order of the 2nd November, 1831." (Pari. "pap. p. ii. page 20«, 
Sess. 1835, No. 278. 

Neither the rebellious resistance of the planters of this Colony t'* the obvious 
demands of justice and humanity, nor the previous authority of Mr. Stanley, can 
however exempt an erroneous opinion from blame ; and if the arguments urged 
in this note for the validity of the Order in Council of 1831 be correct, the course 
pursued by Mr. Spring Rice, in this instance, though to a certain exten! it wan 
compromised by the conduct .already adopted by Mr. Stanley towards othe*" 
Colonies, appears to admit of no sufficient apology. A very dangerous sentrment 
seems, moreover, to be conveyed in the Mauritius despatch, namely, that resistance 
to an impopular law, may, in certain cases, avail to suspend its obligatory force 
ajul otFect. 

'J'he apprenticeship allowances of this Colony will be seen to be tlie same with 
those of Trinidad. 

For the reasons already assigned in the Anti-Slavery Statement, and likewise 
in the tabular view which follows these observations, the inquiry cannot now^ be 
satisfactorily carried further into the provisions of St. Lvcisi, the Cape of Good 
HopOj and Honduras. In each of these colonies, however, sulRcient cause for 
grave suspicion exists with regard to the adequacy of apprenticeship allowances. 
The effect of anoanalous Ciassification at the Cape of (jood Hope, upon appren- 
ticeship aIlov.-auces, and consequently upon the condition of the free children of 
that Colony, will be considered in a separate article. In the mean time, it will he 
observed, that the previous comments r«lare to " rations" alone, and do not touch 
upon those other questions of maintenance and allowance to which other objec- 
tions have been taifen. In examining the table of contrasted allowances annexed 
to this Appendix, however trite lh« remark may appear, it is not unimportant to 
observe, that in order fo ascertain the actual allowance of apprentices, reference 
must be made to tlie minimum allowance therein specifieil, which at all times may 
be, and doubtless has, generally, been av.arded to the ap})rentice, where the 
planter's interest has not been better secured by other means. The option thus 
given to the employer, of distributing provisions of unequal qualities and value, 
seems, indeed, only calculated to answer the purf)oses of deception. The em- 
ployers themselves would cerJainly not have deemed it a satisiactorv" arrangement, 
had it been left open to Parliament, to decide whether an absolute grant of 
20,000,000/. sterling, or only a simple loan of 1.5,000,000/., or a still smaller com- 
pensation than either of these sums, should ultimately be given to the owners of 
slaves ; and yet the integrity of the British Legislature, in such a case, would 
have furnished at lea^t an ecjual guarantee with th« honesty of the planter, for the 
lumdjids fulfilment of the compact. 

Another question may arise, and indeed necessarily does arise, cut of this sub- 
ject, as to the nature and amount of the compeiisatioa now to he made to the 
aggrieved apprentices, for the unjust privations thev have hitherto been compelled 
to endure. And on this topic, the observations already tendered under the pre- 
ceding head of "Allowances and Indulgences," apply with greater force to the 
privations complained of in this article, and to the case of the Crown Colonies, 
where the power to do justice is vested in more responsible hands. And surely 
it cannot be now considered either inequitable or chimerical, to urgtt the propriety 
of making restitution at a period the most opportune that can bo suggested, — and 
in a manner not only the most substantial and sati>5factory in itself, — but likewise 
the most completely in accordance with the spirit and intention of the Imperial 
enactment. 
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'Kxtracts from Despatclios, Orders in Council, Proclama- 
tions, &c., referred to in the pr'^ceding part of this 
Appendix. 

No. 1. 

Circular Despatch from Lord (loderich to the Governors of BritiahGuinna, 
Trinidad, St. Lucia, Mauritius, and the. Cape of Good Hope, accompanii- 
iny the General Order in Council o/'lB31. 

The value of tlii« documfrit will be inferred from the pains wliicli were taken to 
aecuTO the most accurate information on the various sMfyects to which it relates, 
as well as from the spirit and temper in which the in(juiry was conducted, which 
led to such inif»ortant conclusions. 

The circular despatch alluded to in the preceding obser* ations upon the food 
and allowance of the Crown Colonies, will be found at length in tlie Parliamentary 
pajjcrs, in explanation of the measures adopted for the Amelioration of Slaves, 
published in the year 18;31, at p-.tge 50, e(scq., from which copious extracts and 
comments were made and published in the Anti-Slavevy lRej)orter, vol. v., begin- 
ning at page 37. It is now only to be regretted, that the limits of tlliis Aj)pendix 
w ill not allow of the insertion of more than a few of tlie most interesting portions ; 
and a reference to the original document is therefore earnestly recommended. 

In explanation of the circumstances which led to tho production of the New 
Code, Lord Goderich thus remarks : — 

" In his Despatch of the 18th of February, Sir George INIurray called for 
information on each of these topics, with a view to the further improvement of 
the Slave Code. 

" 'I'he design thus entertaiued by His Majesty's late Ministers, was adopted by 
nxy colleagues and myself, shortly after wo v^-ere called to His Majesty's more 
immediate councils ; and as long ago as April last, the purpose of promulgating 
an amended Order in Coimcil on the subject of Slavery, was announced by Viscount 
Howick, in his place in ]>urliament. An interval of six months has since elapsed ; 
and if in sorae respects, I regret tliat delay, there are not wanting other reasons 
which induce me to regard it with satisfaction, I am happy to have secured ample 
time for deliberation and inquiry, on a subject at once so important and arduous ; 
and it has been a ])('culiar source of comfort to me, to have been able to learn, in 
the most explicit manner, tin? views taken of this measnry by tho.^e gentlemen, 
resident in Kngland, who have the most direct and immediate interest in its 
success. When Lord l.lowick's statement hr.d diffused amongst the West India 
body in Great liritairi, a knowledge of the general })hui, I vvas requested by several 
of the Colonial agents to transmit to thern a coi)y of the pro])ose(l law befoi'e its 
actual promulgation, in order that they might bring under tiie notice of the King 
in Council whatever ohjedions they might be desirous to urge, either to the genei'al 
principles of the proposed order, or to the structure of any particular enactments. 
In compliance with their wishes, a printed draft of the Order was accordingly 
transmitted to each of the agents, by the Clerk of the Council in v>aiting, in 
obedience to the commands of die Council Board. 

I'he result of that coinnuiuicntion has been to elicit from those gentlemen, and 
from a meeting of Planters, Merchants, and others, connected witii the West 
Indies, a very coi)ious exposition of their ojiinious on the whole question. 

After a careful «xamination of the documents thus laid before the King's 
Government, various corrections were made in tho draft of the intended Order, 
and witli those corrections, it was finally adoptetl by lUs Majesty in Council, on 
the ^!nd instant." 

In rebutting the charge of ignorance and incompetence, brought against tho 
aiithnrs of this meauire, the circular proceeds to observe as follows : — 

" Ic is assumed, tliroughout the reasoning of the Remonstrants, that the Order 
proceeds upon some vague assumption, that tho slaves are labouring under great 
ojtpression and wr(!tche(lnes s or u[)on the supposition that the owners are col- 
lectively persons in whom it is imj)0ssihie to rejjose that degree of comiidencf 
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vvliich is i\n(i to all mpii vvLo are not actiially convicted of crime ; ami it is uvgvd, 
liiat laws framed utidt^r so gross a niisiapprehenjiioii of the real conditinti of tli« 
slave, and of the real cliaracter of his ownor, cannot but be [tre},ainrit witl» injury to 
both. No reprpsentation conUl be nioio inaccurate than tliaf which is thus s;ivpn 
of the principles on which His Majesty'ii C'^uucil j)roceedpd, in the advice which 
tl.v5)'^ hviinbly tendered to the King- on this occm;ion. The existence of unusual 
oppression on the one side, and of extreme wretchedness on the other, was not 
assumed as 3-e;illv true, nor even adverted to as a probable truth, in fos-niing 
either the present, or the former Orders. Tiio Ministers of the Crown dad not 
yield themselves to the guidance of any such indefinite assumptions. They con- 
sidered the subject in a more distinct and practical method. In the years 3J.i'24 
and LS:)0, a careful review was fulien of the Slave Code as it then existed in the 
different Colonies. It apjieared, at the former of those periods, that ther9 wa-,i 
not in any Colony, asiy individual at once char-red with the duty, and armed with 
the power of" cziforcin^' obedience to the laws made for the protection of thi-^ 
slaves; and the J'rore'.for and his Assistanxs were therefore invested with that 
resp<jnsibility, and armed with the powers necessary to susfaiu it. 7'he existence 
of Sunday markets beia-r admitted, that abuse v;'as jirohibited. In the same man- 
ner, the use of the whip" in the field, as a stimulus to !al)unr; the punishment of 
women by lloi:;p;i(if>- ; the power of convictin«- and punishiiiL^ slaves by tl«e do- 
mestic authority of the owner, without a previous or subsequent repr.rt to any 
magistrate ; the prevalent disuse of marriaire, and even the leua! im apacity to 
enter int« tJiat contract %vithout fht; owner's consent ; the inability of a 
slave to acfjuire property, except bv siitferance, and his incapacity to sue 
or be sued in respect to su< h property as local usages persnitted him to pos- 
sess ; the right of tlie owner to separate at his pleasure the nearest natural kin- 
dred from each otliei- ; the inability of a slave to purchase bis enfranchisement 
without his owner's consent ; the iinisossibility of nivunirnitting a slave belonging 
to infant children or remote reversioners; the want of any guarantee to tlui slave 
that the money paid for the purchase of his freedom should not be lost by a defect 
in the title of his supposed owner ; the silence or uncertainty of the law as to 
what should constitute a lejral presumption of freedom or f-f slav^ery ; <he exclu- 
sion or qu'.'.liiied admission of the evidence of slaves ; tL^. iratit of niks respect- 
ing their food, at oitcc specific in their terms and adequate in their atmritnt ; a 
similar sifciice of the law on the subject of clothiug, furniture, medical attend- 
ance, and the haurs of laboar and- repose; and a general want of cheap and com- 
pi'ndhms methods far recorering penalties tvhen the Slaris Code had been vio- 
/.7i'(',7— There were parts of the Colonial Slave Co<le, which were first amended 
by the authority of tiio King in (."otsncil, to some extent, in the )ear 1824. 
'I'hose amendmetits liaving been consoiidated, and further extended in the year 
in.'JO, have been completed by the Onler which I now transmit. This state of 
the law was a matter of fact, of which the evidence was :.s readily accessible in 
Kngliind as in the Colonies. Whatever nught be the condition of the slaves, and 
whatever the conduct of 'their owners, the necessity for supplying such defect.} 
and remedying such abuses in the law as these, was, in the years 1821 and 18.S0. 
evident and imlisjnjtable. These are precisely the defects and the abuses, against 
which the former Orders were directed, and' which the present Order proj)oses 
to remedy more eli'i ttually. It is not then, in deference to any vulgar j>rejudic<i 
respecting West India Slavery, nor is it by substituting vaijue theory for specific 
information, that li is Majesty's Government have directed Sheir course. 'J'hey 
have, on the contrary, grappled with specific evils, the existence of which waij 
generally admitted even by the enemies of the measure, and wliich, if denied, 
miglit at once have been jjroved by an appeal to all the Slave Codes of Colonial 
origin. IJow far it is wise to snpplii these defects in the law, except on proof of 
specific evils resultim: from them, ii a question to he noticed hereafter. For the 
present I confine ravself to the remark, t'''-^^ the general chiirge, of ignorance of 
the subject to behaiidled, may be safely met by this enunwiration of the specific 
topics of the law ; and bv the incjuiry— wliere is the danger of mistakes being 
committed in Eur..})'', rather than in the West Indies, as to the effect of a written 
code which may b>- perused with equal deliberation in either country ? 

"In denyino- tiuU tiie Government have been floating on the tide of popular 
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projuilico, or impcljod by vap^ue theorifss, I do not meiin to assort that ihey havp 
mvl iidveried to riioso groat general prinoiples by vvlu< h every wise law(>iver is 
directed, on th<; contrary, it is precitiely because they hai."!i fixed a steadfast eye 
on tijose pmiciples, nnd bec'uiae they are accessible alike to all who will take 
the pains to studu tbiinu, thiit I again repel the ehargo of ignorance which is so 
oonlideMtly uv'^bd. The Pdinistera of the (Jrown are not io;norant that unre- 
Btraiiu-id power mas), and will be abused. I'hey know that an unpopular law will 
never be executed bv voluntary agency. They are assured that the natural dis- 
tinctions of colour and origin, coincif'iug with the artificial distinctions of un- 
limited authority on the one hand, atid absolute subjection on the other, cannot 
but tfmd to iaduce pride, coiiterapt, ttud ill usage. They believe that the law 
which makes one 'man the proprietor, and another thei property, and which dele- 
jjates, to tba proprietary body, all jjciwers — legislative, judicial, mag/sterial, and 
domestic, cannot but be the fertile source of abuses. In possession of these 
and similar principles. His Majesty's Government cannot suppose themselves so 
unfitted for the task of legislation as dieir imputed ignorance would imply^. 

" If it bo indeed true, thdt thi\y who have devoted so much time, in England, 
to the study of this questian, are Ktill ignorant of its beurings, that ignorance 
must be admitted to be incurable. During the last eight years every slave colony 
belonging to the British (^rovt-n has been agitated with the discussion of these 
questions. Whatever lights could be uffuided by local experience, and whatever 
criticisms could be supplied by the utmost eagerness of controversy, have been 
brought to bear, not merely on the genera! principles of the Orders of 1824 and 
1830, but upon each of their most minute details. Several folio volumes con- 
taining the official correspondence on this subject have been printed by His Ma- 
lesty's command, and laid before both Houses of Parliament. It would be dif- 
ficult to mention any code, the promulgation of which was ever preceded and 
followed by a more severe scrutiny into its supposed errors and probable conse- 
quences. The Colonists especially have enjoyed the most unlimited opportunity 
i'or exjilaining their own opinions and illustratiiig thern by evidence. The reason- 
ings urged and the proofs adduced by the various Councils, Assemblies, Public 
i\ife!«;ting3, and Private Disputants, who have participated in this controversy, 
have been printed at the public exjKsnce, and transmitted, both in tlieir original 
forni, and in the shape of abstracts and epitomes, to every Member of Parlia- 
ment, and almost to every individual who has taken a prominent jiart in this dis- 
cussion. If this protrar ted debate hiisi failed to convey to His Majesty's Govern- 
ment the necessary inrorniatiosi, to whom but the Colonists themselves can tliat 
failure be attributed 1 And what is the assignable lengvh of time within which the 
re(|uisite amount of knowledge could be brought together? 

" To the alleged ignorance and consetjuent incompetency of the IVIinisters of 
the Crown to tVumc such a law as the present, i have still another answer to make, 
to wiiich 1 find it scarcely possible to anticipate a satisfactory reply. It is, that 
the code tlenounced as indicating so absolute a want of knowledge of the state of 
( !«)l(inial Socnuty is in substance and principle, the work of the Colonial Legisla- 
tures themselves. I use the terms * in substance and principle' advisedly, in ordn- 
to indicate more exactly the real distinction between the accompanying Order and 
those local laws which have suggested all its principal provisions. No one 
Le<j;hlatnre ever adopted them all; but neither is there any one leading principle 
tohich some one or more of the Lei>:islatures will not be found to hare sanctioned. 
The Colonial I- nactments to which 1 refer are. however, without a solitary ex- 
ception, delicieiU in those regulations on which the real efficacy of laws destined 
to encoiniter so much prejudice and opposition, must aUi/getheir depend. To 
supply such regulations, to infuse a living and active spirit into h Code which, 
from the want of them, has been too much a dead letter, has been the great object 
of the framers of this Order. Assuming to themselves the full res{)onsibdity for 
the wisdom of tliose rulfts, they at the same time «re willing to give to the Colo- 
nial Legislatures, collectively or separately, tiie credit of having suggested or re- 
cognised all tiie ])rinciple3 to which those rules are sub.sidiary." 

in reference to tlie charge, that the Order in Council did not adhere to the 
constitution and legal rights of each separate Colony, and that it embodies regu- 
lations designed for Colonies widely dissimiiur in focal circumstances, laws, and 
rural employments, his lordship I'urthor remarks : — 
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" I have no wish to exaggerate or overstate the present arjifanient j and will 
admit unreservedly, that there would he some advantage in making a distinct 
code foe each separate Colony. I must, however, at the same time maintain, that 
the disadvantages of that mode of proceeding would be far more numerous and 
considerable. At the present moment, the Order of February, 1830, in force 
alike throughout the Crown Colonies ; and when I compare togethijr the slave 
codes which were actually framed by the local authorities, I do '.ot perceive in 
tliem tl'.e traces of that accommodation of the law to their peculiar habits and 
inswtuaons, which is thus urgently demanded when the task of legi)ilation is 
undevtaken in this kingdom. On the contrary, it will be found that the variations 
betv/eea the different local enactments refer ahaost entirely to general principlea, 
and not to local and accidental peculiarities. But the general ])nncif.L'.s vught iii he 
very nearly, if not altogether the same, in every Colotiy where ihe rebti-m of master mid 
slave is known. The same necessity existsin them all for effective proJfc<!<>'ow ; for repose 
on Sunday ; for the reguUttion of punishinent ; for securing ia th: iiaves the rite of 
tnarriage ; for the defence of their property ; for preventing the separation offamiliet ; 
for the facility of manuvdssion ; for the admissibilUy of slave evidence ; for protection 
from excessive labour; and for an adequate supply of food, clothing, and medical 
attendance. This is all which the law enforces; and these are waiits, not local, but co- 
extensive with tiie state of slavery itself. 

" Nor is conformity in the slave codes of the different Coloiiies uniniportant on 
other grounds. It renders the executioa of the law more easy and secure. The 
lights discovered in one Colony are found useful in corresponding exigencies in 
another. Comparisons between the progress of improvement in difi'erenl Colonies 
are readily and accurately made, and the King's Government in this country have 
a distinct view of the system, the execution of which they are ultimately called to 
superintend. 

" The objection also proceeds on the assumption that sound policy requires tb-^ 
maintenance, in the 13ritish Colonies, of codes and institutions so diversified as to 
forbid the gradual assimilation of their laws. To that opinion I cannot ascribe ; 
but must, on the contrary, believe that it has been a great error, in the Colonial 
policy of this country, to overlook the expediency of bending local peculiarities 
to the general principles of one common Legislation ; and 1 can scarcely suppose 
a more fit opportunity than the present for uniting together, by a geneml law, 
settlements which are all parts of the same emjiire, and which are all deriving 
their white population, their language, and their commercial capital from Great 
Britain. 

" I must not pass over without notice an argument adduced in a letter addressed 
to Mr. Irving, the member for Hraraber, who professes to act as the agent for 
jjersons in Mauritius. He raaiutains, that the proposed codes will virtually 
emancipate the slaves in the British Colonies, and stimulate the Foreign slave 
trade ; so that, in attempting to do good, the Government will, in reality, be pro- 
ducing tfie most serious evil. Where the inference is so manifestly untenable, I 
cannot think it worth while to debate) the premises If neither the stale, nor 
inilividuals are to do justice, without an absolute certainty as to possible iconsequences 
which are beyond their own control, the great rule of' right is at an end, and every one 
may plead the probable injustice of amtherin defence of his own deliberate vorong'iiuing. 
I can never consent to oppose a temporary and apparent expediency to those eterruil 
obligations which religion founds upon, the iuw of God, and which morality derives from 
an expediency which i> permanent and universaL I will not attempt to prevent the 
Foreign slave trade, by refusing justice to the slaves in His Majesty's dominions.'' 

To the argument, that the enactments of the new code implied a distrust of 
West India Legislation, the following remarks are applied : — 

"This law, I admit, proceeds throughout on the assumption, ?hat unlimited 
power will be abused, and, as the practical inference from that principle, it 
supposes the necessity of' subjecting the authority of an owner over his slaves (>■• 
a constant and vigilant control. The reproach, if so it must be regard<»d, in 
directed, not against individuals, nor even agjiinst a^iy particular body of men, hut 
against thnt nature of which all men partake in common. It were idle to legisl<,ile 
at all on the subject, without adverting to ihe ordinary motives of human conduci, 
ioad the ordinary influence of' the temptation ichich attends the pottession of 



potctr. It iiiigLt wiiii f>i|U-al truth be said, that the English statute book is a sntiro 
o/i the- people lu" Eft^^rj-itij ),y their lawgivers. No rn:it;istrut<?, nor hirer of 
mechanics, no owrmviftn cotton mill, its exemjited from the reach of that suspicion 
and distrust wifh whic-.h the l>t-'<TiHl;itur0 regards those wlio stand in the superior 
veKuions of jjociety. Amor(g:,t thi; objections to the Truck bill, it was not urg«d 
by the ma.-;t(^r niaiiufiictiirers, that it injuriously ascribed to them a disposition to 
advance their ow n infercsi ar ths expense of the artizans in their empioyment. I 
know Tiot wliy tlie genrb^x,4fn wlio, in the subordinate character of agents, exercise 
a deh.-fc ated authority over thw slaves, should arrogate to themselves a purity of 
mora! coriduct, and tt s\i]>eriority to self-interest, to which, under circumstances of 
tfir let4s temptation, one of the most wealthy, weli-educated, aiid important classes 
of society in Knghmd. did not venture to lay claim. 

" The sensitiveness of feeling, which, it is said, will indispose hononvable men 
to act as manag.»rrt while this law continues in force, is, T think, not much to be 
aii])rehended. Renienibering what are the motives which really attract men 
across the Atlaritic, in ([tiost of such employment, there is no room to doubt their 
continued influe?&ce. An honest man, who is brought into a situation which justly 
renders him obnoxious to suspicion, will rather court than shun the most initiute 
inspection of his conduct." 

On the subject of increasing the burdens of the planters, his lordship observes : — ■ 
" Whateverpropert\- exists, or has ever existed in the Colonies, is the direct fruit 
ot tlie labour of the slaves. That this labour has never received its due compensation 
is matter of absolute certaintv. Slaves still bear, and have always borne, a high 
]>rice in the Colonies. Why is it that a m;!;i finds it worth his while to purchase 
« labourer ? The answer plainly is, because his labour is worth more than the 
cost of the maintenance he is to receive. The price paid is a fair criterion of the 
amount of the wages which have been kept back,, and of the lo-s sustained by tho 
labourer. / cannot he a party (o so gross nn act of itijnstice, as to refuse the sluves, 
from the properft; created at their expense, ichatever may he required for their adequate 
protection.'^ 

With reference to the protection of children under this Order in Council, (a 
protection disregarded in the Apprenticeship Ordinances,) the following remarks 
are mnile : — 

" Children under the age of fourteen are re(juived not to be worked more than 
six hours daily. The remonstrants a!:>ainst this Order state that children of ten 
years of age, are capable of working as long at their employments as adults. I 
cannot venture to adopt an opinion of which the practical efteet would be to sub- 
ject children of this tender age to the existing rule, which requires only eight 
hours of continuous repose out of the twenty-four. If, it is added, a child of ten 
years be allowed the food of an adult, it is inconsistent to give him more repose. 
Every father of a family, every keeper tf a school, and every irorkhouse keeper, is, I 
hclier.e, aware that the appetite of children is mature before their strength, and that a 
hoy iiill never aitniii. manly vigour trhose natural cravings for food are not satisfied. 
For the great work of education aUo, leisure would be entirely wanting if such exertions 
trerc ex>icted from tlie young." 

On the inconvenience and danger of intrusting too large a discretion to 
Governors, and other colonial functionaries, the following important observations 
occur in the Instructions issued by Lord Goderich, on the 14th November, 1831, 
to the Governors of Crown Colonies : — 

" On collating the Order of the 2xid of November, 1831, with that of the 2nd 
of February, 1B;30, you will jterceive tliat the last Order has, in some instances, 
determined absolutely, matters which the preceding Order referred to the discre- 
tion of the Governor. The reasons which dictated this change of policy may 
partly be inferred from the printed Parliamentary papers, containmg the corre- 
spondence between the Governors and this department, and pointing out the 
manner in which the designs of His late INIajesty, in the promulgation of the 
former law, had, in many respects, been defeated by ill-considered proclamations 
issued under its authority. An additional reason for withholding, as far as pos- 
sible, this subordinate power, was the desire of securing the Govei'nms from 
solicitations, which it miglit be alike necessary and difficult for them to resist. If 
has been my careful study to narrow your discretion, and proportionably to 
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Uiminish your reiponsibditii, us f;ir as possible, on th«^ present occasio.-i, beciut.-<! 
inHhiitg can he at cii'-e more puinfitl in itself, or more injurints to the ^rreat object with 
(I vieic to tvhicii ihn Order has been framed, tliaa the species of di-Luasum between ihn 
Secrfiitry of State and the heiuh of the locui govrrunciUs, to which the iu^t Order gave 
birth. 

*' But. wliiJe tliuii cxt!ii)j>ting you from tlif; ro.spoasiliility of oniri!)atin<^ cerUiiu 
subsidiary eiuictment:-, it is most remote from uiy licsiyii to dei liiie, or to depre- 
ciate, the value of your assistauce in carryinir thi> Ordtir into eiiecf. On the i-oti- 
trary, I regard that assistance as absohitely indispensable to the success of tbe 
whole desii^u. If mii d^ipatch of the hth iustunt !,hould fail to convince wnt tf ihi- 
importance which ike Mi:ii,iter.i of the Crown utt tcli to thf observance awl complete 
fi'-cution of this Ordi^r, I have )io language t/:hich could iid"qnittL'li) co ineif th:it 
imprt siion.'' 

And lastly, for the purpose of reuioving ail future pretexts respecting the 
period vvheu llie Xe\\ Order \n Council shall take elfect in the Coluitios, the fol- 
lowing positive ccuuuands are given : — 

" The last clause of the Order directs it:i promulgation within one mouth after 
it shall have been received ; uud, in fourteen days from thai time, it w to he in 
force in ike Colonu. ' it iv-.ii Ixjen deemed right,' says his Lorosliip, ' that, on so 
important an occiisiou as the present, you should be released from ail responsi- 
liilitv by being refused all dUcretioii ax to the lime of promulgating this taw. 
'I'lie rule has been laid down in terms thus peremptory not of course from any 
distrust of the Governors of His Majesty's Colonies, but from the couvictiori that 
iif any choice had been left to tliem, as to the promulgation or suspension of this 
Order, tliey would have been assailed with solicitations to which it niigiit have 
been most difficult, if not indeed impossible, for them to riiake an effectual 
resistance.' " 

It raii(hthave been supposed, that provisions so ex])licit, ar. l orders so i)ereni3>- 
tory, would have led to much greater improvements in tlie practical condition of 
the slaves in Crown Colonies than tlie event realized. Ye^, that ;i partial failure, 
at least, of these eftects was anticipated by the Anti-Slavery Committee from 
causes well kjiown to tliem at the time, and. which still, it may be feared unhappitv 
exist to a great extent, will be seen from the concluding comments on this Ord<ir, 
which appear in the Anti-SI:avery Reporter, vol. v. beginning i'.t ]>. as follows: 

" Having thus given a full view of the various provisions of the new Slave Code, 
freely commenting upon them as we proceeded, we shall now i>erhaps be ex])ected 
to express some opinion as to the general eifect of tlie whole enactment. It is 
intended mot'; immediately to be imposed upon the Crowji Colonies, in each of 
which it is to come into operation within six weeks, at tlie furi.'u'st. after it shall 
have '•eached the hands of the Governor. Its formal adoption as the law of those 
Colonies will be a matter of course, as in them the power of legislation rests 
wholly with the King in Council. The only })oint, therefore, which is matter of 
doubt, respects its due execution when it shall have become hr.v. 'I'his })oint also, 
however, rests in a great measure with the Crown. The crown may, and ;i!oue 
can, secure its due execiition. Were we to judge, however, !»v our experience of 
the past, we sliouid not be very sanguine in our hopes of its efficiency. 'Ve have 
hiiherto witnessed, in most of the Colonies, much neglect and misconduct on the 
part of the public functionaries intrusted by the Crown with the administration of 
the slave laws. We have indeed seen their miscontlnct sometimes reprehended by 
the government, but, in very few cases, visited with the punishment due to the 
%'iolatian of their high duties, U'e may look in succession to the twenty Slave 
Colonies hylonging to the (.'rown, and find, in too iiKiny of them, that amontr 
those who have been the moi;t efie'itu.div opposed to the benevolent purposes of 
His Majesty's Government, have been the chief oKiters of the Crown — the 
Governors and their Secret-.iries ; the Judges and Atd r iey Generals; the Fro- 
cureurs General and Fiscals ; the Protectors and the itegisfrars of slaves; with 
almost the whole body of the local magistracy. With tiio exception of sop.'." of 
the ('ommissioners of Inquiry, and a very few Judges and Governors, they seem to 
have been animated, throughout the whole extent of these scattered ])Ossessions, 
bv one prevalent purpose to retard, if not to frustrate the plans of Government 
fur improviuf^ the condition of lije slave j)0|tulution. And, in general, they have* 



pursued tliis coiirs<> v/it5i perfect impunity, and in some casf'S, wit.li favour and 
reward. The presi^Ht (Jovcrnment, however, we believe, iire fully coiivinced, 
lliiit it. is oid^'' by a more vigorous system of control and supe-'vision, and l>y an 
unspjirirg and rel«nlle.ss iidiiclion, upon public functionaries, of the just penalties 
of t!)eir neglect or Kiisconduct, that even the best laws can be made available to 
tlie jnotectioii of tlie wretched slave frorn oppression imd wrong. If the law now 
passed were faithfully executed, v.'e cannot doubt that it would produce very 
i)oneficial con.secpzencos, and obviutc mucli suftering. The Government havo 
done much, where we admit it Vv-as diilicult to legislate at all ; and they have at 
least retlocted honour on themselves by the liumano and beneficent purposes gene- 
rally manifested throu^-hoiit every line, of tins ordinance. Even those parts of it 
ivhich we have viewed, with res.^ret, and on which we liave deemed it our duty 
freely to animadvert, indicate the very best intentions on the part of those who 
framed them, liowevor those intentions may have bwn warped or frustrated by 
the ndsinformation <jf interested or prejudiced parties. 

l.?ut, if doubts niif^ht fairly be entertained as to the elTective o])eration of 
tliis greatly improved Code, even in the (.'rown (Jolonies; it will not be ex- 
pected that we slioidd indulge any very sanguine liope of its efficiency in the 
colonies that are chartered. In the first place, what hope is thero even of 
its adoj)tion by any one of the petty legislatures which crowd tiie Antilles, 
and which exhibit there, each on its Httle stage, nothing better than a kind 
of mock p.irliament, a jnippet-show representation of the solenni functions of le- 
gislation { Eijuaily absurd and prepi.'sterous are the loud menaces which issue 
from f he 000 white males of (Jrenadu, or the white males of St. Vincent's, 
or even the lUOO or .')00U white males of Jamaica, of vindicating their right to 
oppress the ii^.OCO bliick subjects of the King in either island, by throwing off 
their allegiance, and daring the nnght and majesty of Great Britain. Tbe folly 
and madness of such co!iducl in idl the Colonies whether small or great, are so 
manifest and glaring as wholly to disentitle tliem to any choice as to the ado])tion 
or rejection of hnvs which go to secure llie well being of the slaves, and to pro- 
tect them against tlie etf'ecls of a donunion such as theirs. In truth, the British 
parliament alone can fulfil this task ; and every day that its interference is delayed, 
in the vain iio]ie tiiat just aiul humane laws will be assented t(.> and jtassed by the 
petty j)i)riiamenls of thd' Antilles, will only add to the end)arras.'^iiients, and may 
w<' not add, to the ieiu-fnl dangers of the ipiestion. 

ikit even sup})ositig that, under the inliuence of fear, the Colonial Legislatures 
were lo adopv, this new Code to the very letter, as i^ord Howick, on the l.")th of 
April last, intimated thnt it was the intention of 1 lis iVlajesty's (iovernment to 
require them to do, on jiiiin of fiscal inllictioiis ;* thero v.'ould still remain tiiu 

\\ ^'. loiifess ttiat we have iiot very cleurly uml<'rslond the course wliicli in this respcel it is 
inu nih il li.v ihf. Cjovi-rniiieiii to iJiii-Mie ; but wiuitever it be, wo c^.iiiiol aiiticipflte any favoiirabh- 
results -vvliich tlo not involve vexiiiioii.t tleluys and (litru:ultie'<, eji'llcss disputes, uiid slow find 
dubious relorniaiioii, or even ultimate reiraftivtioii. In I be iT'iloiiKed ilimu.s.'iiiMis, on a sul>je<:t so 
(le'iic;ite. wtiieli iire ro be conducu-il iiotween tl'.e f iovei iiiiieril aiid 1 hirleen ('olonirs; i,e(~'ish'.l»i'es, 
asstiininjT to life indeperMleiit, sepainrcil troin us by the wide All.iiitif, ami ot \i hose deep rooted 
jiie-'idii es, and reckless disregard of truth, ue, h.ive had such frequent pronl's : \vu cau contemplate 
notliiiiK but procrastinalioii and di^;i;)poinl ment. I he means of niisreiiresentalion are sonianerous. 
and the niotives to it so potent ; the dilheuUies of inver.' igatiou so ;;reat, and the scene of it so 
rtinote ; that.ve.)rs niifht be consutiied m fniiiless controveriy without any sulstaiiiia,! progress 
in tlie '.vork of rerorination- Nor i-M we disco% er any benefit v»hi<-h is to he attained by this 
imlirect and unsatisfac tor.v inetliod of attaining the (di. ec! in vie«', whilst the CJovernBient, with 
liie aid of Parliainfm, are tiieinselves constiiutioiinlly entitled at once to reform the legislation of 
these ('(d.inies, and cfleelually to control the coudu' • of all C^olonial functionaries. Is there 
jiot sonirthinu tiiuid .md coiiiiironjisinf? it! adnnttint; thu general prevateiiie of crime in the 
t'olonieh, and that the lives of His .Maje.sty's subjects there are hourly sacrificed by men over 
whom we possess a legal control, while our power alone, niaintaiiii their usur|)ed doinitiion ; and 
yet j)ursuins such an indirect, circuitous, and unceriain course, as instead of iniinediatelv placing 
till' haj/piness and lives of "iir fellow-subjects under the niiardidnship of just laws, shall leave 
tlicni to the ii'tuier mercies of those whn, by ilieir p.ist oppressions, have jshown thtfiiselves 
aUoKethei uinvirthy i>f tiie i rust : l,et it be cnrt u 1 • kept in view, that the (;reat mass of those, 
to wl'.om the execution of thi.s d;lTi('ult and delicate experiment is j-roposed to be coaiinitted, are 
not themsei v es the projirietors of the slu es, having an intereiit however remote in their weH-beiiii,' : 
but hiri-liiu! attorneys, managers, and overseers, men luutureil and hardened ar.iid the i/ractic^il 
evils and crimes of slavery, unaccustomed to c iiitrol their pride, their pa-ssions, and their preju- 
dices, and much more likely lo he excited by these powerful feeling's to wreak their spleen ai/d 
even veueeanci- on the iinhappv alaves whiie still in their power, than be restrained from violence, 
by any inlluence arisins; from the prosi^ect of the distant liciiefit which may accrue to an euipioyrr, 
whom they may never have seen, and in whose prospective gains they have at least no direct 
participation. An Act of rarlinmr-nt. and an Act of J'.-ir!iame:!t alone, can lerniinate all these 
dithcultics, aud wipe away froui this land the disgrace and guilt of such a system. 



Tiame and indeed far groater difficulties, in tlio execution of it, than ijave bofn 
found, or are aj)])rehended, in the Crown Colonies. And what is tho c onclusion 
to wJiicli all this brings u.s? It brings us irresistibly to this conclusion, that 
slavery is a whoUv uutractablo and unmanageable subject ; and that there is only 
one way of applying an eiiectual remedy to its multiplied and still unmitigated 
evils — namelvj its extinction, its total extinction, and the elevation of slaves to the 
possesbion of their rights a«. men, and their privile.fres as subjects of the British 
(,'rown. Nothing short of this will satisfy the liritish iiuhlic ; for notliirig short 
of this can jiut a period to the miseries of slavery, or deliver this country from 
the guilt and tho crime of continuing to uphold it." 

Can it now be believed that principles less deci(!,.id — provisions less liberal — 
and protection less complete than Slavery itself' ajforded, will, at this more en- 
lightened period, be deemed by the official advisers of the Crown, to be an adequate 
fulfilment of that great measure vvliich jirofesses to confer 5?nbstantial liberty on 
the negroes ? 

No. 2. 

*iene.yal Order in Council, of 2)ul Novcmher, 1B31, cct^itainiiuj Rnk's to lir 
followed^ respecting the food tind nutiiitenancc of S/an'.s-. 

LX X X Vlll. And it is further ordered, Tiiat every owner and manager of slaves 
within the Colonies aforesaid, shall,, and lie is hereby required to provi<Jo for the 
food and maintenaisce of the slaves under Iiis or liar management, according to 
the several rules and regulations hereinafter in that behalf [trescribed, that is to sav. 

The first, second, third and fourth regulations require tliat every own«r or 
raanager of slaves, shall within the period therein mentioned deliver a written de- 
claration specifying whether it is the inte/iti n of's'-!c'« > A-iii!i- or m.inger during the 
year next ensuing to maintain his slaves b,- t'iie cultivation of ground, or by an 
allowance of provisions; which declaration sliall be reecrded. and be revocable in 
llianner therein mentioned, and in tbe mean time be bind; ng on tlie owner or 
manager. 

Fifthly. — Every owner or manager Vrdio shall by such declaration us aforesaid, 
pro])Ose to maintain his slaves by an allowance of provisions, shall be, and is 
hereby bound and required to supply such provisions to the amount, and of the 
kinds following, that is to say — Each and every slave above the age of ten years 
shall receive in each week aot less than to:eiiiy-one pints of wlieat flour, or of the 
flour or meal of Guinea or Indian (,'orn, or fifty-six full grown plantains, or 
fifty-six: pounds of cocoa or yams; and also seven herrings or shads, or other 
salted provisions etpial thereto ; and every slave below tlie ago of ten yetirs shall 
be supplied with one half of the before mentioned allowance in each week, 
which allow ince shall be delivered to the mother or n^rse of every such infant 
slave. 

Sixthly. — T/ie Governor of each of the said Colonies may, from time to 
time by proclamations, to be by him for that purpose issued, authorise the 
substitutions for the ju-ovisions aforesaid of any other jn-ovisions equii al.ciit to, and 
equally nutritious with the same. 

Seventhly. — Such provisions as aforesaid shall in no case be delivered oti 
Sunday, but shall always be delivered on the corresponding working day in each 
successive week, unless such delivery sbull be delayed by accident or unavoid- 
able cause. 

Eighthly. — Any owner or manager of slaves who mav be unable or unwilling 
to procure such provisions as are liereinbefore mentioned, may, witii (lie authority 
in writing of the Protector or Assistant Protector of the District in which such 
slaves are resident, substitute for the same any other kind of jirovisions, ])rovided 
that such substituted jirovisions shall, in tlie judgment of such Protector or 
Assistant Protector, be equivalent to, and equally nutrutious with tliose hereinbefore 
directed and prescribed. 

Nintlily. — All provisions so to be supplied to the slaves in the (Jolonifs 
aforesaid, shall be sound aiid fit for coiis'iitqiti-'in, and of tcood avrag" merclianf 
able quality. 

< 2 
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Tenthly. — Tlie slaves to wliom such provisions shall be supplied, shall also be 
urovided by and nt the expense of their owners or inr.iiiigers with the means of 
])roservin<j t)ie snmo fi'om week to week and of pi:oj)erly jireparing" the same for 
human food. 

ilhiventhly. — Every owner or manaf^or of slaves who shall by such declarKtioa 
as aforesaid, ])ro]>(ise to maintain the slaves under his nitinac^ernent by the appro- 
priation of ground, to be by them cultivated for that purj)ose, sliail be, and is 
hereby recjuired to set ajiart for every slave so to be maialained, and being of the 
aj^e of fifteen and upwards, half an acre of land properlv adapted for the growth 
of provision, and not more than two miles distance from the place of residence of 
such slave; and in respect of every slave so to i>e maintained, and being under 
the age of fifteen years, every such owner or manager is hereby bound to set 
apart for the father or rejiuted father, or mother of every such infant slave, one 
quarter of an acre of like ground •, or if such infant shall have uo parent, being 
the j)roperty of the same owner, then such quarter of an acre shall be set apart 
for some other slave wlio shall be cliargcd with the cultivation of the same for 
tlie benefit of sucii infant. 

Twelfthly. — Every such owner or manager shall be, and is hereby bound and 
reipiired to supply every slave for whom any such ground shall be so appropriated, 
with such seeds, and ivith sucln implements of husbandry, as may be necessary 
for the cultivation of such ground on the first entering of sucli slave on the occu- 
pation thereof. 

Thirteentbly and fourteenthly. — I'he slave shall not be disi)Ossessed until time 
lias been afforded for gathering the crops, wliich are declared to be the absolute 
property of the slave. 

Fifteenthly. — Every slave for or in respect of whom any ground shall be so 
uopropriated and set a|)art, shall in each year bo allowed forty days at the least for 
the cultivation thereof in forty successive weeks, so that from the commencement 
thereof one Sunday at the least may intervene between every two successive days 
until the entire number of forty days sliall he completed, and each of such forty 
days shall be understood to consist of twenty-four hours, commencing at the 
hour of six in the morning, and terminating at the hour of six of the ne.tt suc- 
ceeding morning. 

Sixteenthiy. — The slave may be compelled to cultivate these provision grounds 
in manner therein mentioned. 

CXX. — And it is further ordered and declared, That no law, statute, ordinance, 
or proclamation, now, or at any time hijretofore, in force within any of the said 
Colonies, or which shall hereafter by any Ciovernor, or Local Legislature of any 
such Colony, be made, enacted, ordained, or promulgated, in so i'ar as the same 
may or shall be in anywisn repugnant to, or inconsistent with, this jn-esent order, 
shall be binding on liis Majesty's subjects in such Colony, or be of any force, 
virtue, or effect therein, or shall be recognised as legal or valid by any Court, 
Judge, Justice, or Magistrate, within any such (.'olony, milcss the same shall first 
Jiave been approved or confirmed by His Majesty, or by His heirs or successors, 
with the advice of his or the Privy Counoii. 

(.'XXI. — And it is fin'ther ordered, That the (iovernor of every Colony as 
aforesaid, shall, within one cahsndar month nt xi attt-r the present order shall be 
received by liim, nvake known the sumo by proclamation in sucii Colony ; and that 
the said order shall be in force on the expirati(jn of fourteen days next after the 
date of such proclamation, and not before. 

No. 3. 

(ieucral Ordrr in ('ouitc'il, of tltc (ifh Novcviber, 18o2. 

The first clauses recite the Order in Council of N"ovember, 1831. It then 
j)roceeds as follows : — 

" And whereas it has been represented to Ilis ^lajesty, that some of the 
ilegulations aforesaid cannot be enforced in the said Colonies without great pre- 
judice to the slaves therein ; and without a ruinous loss to the owners of s^uch slaves, 
and tliat other regulations might be t-stablishcd in the said respective Colonics fur 
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securing to the slaves theieiu an iid'Siiiiate utippli/ of Jhihi, chiftituj, and Imuseli'M Jur- 
iiiture, and for preventing the undue exaction of manufacturing Inhmr, iiion? oompa- 
Jible with the interests of the owners of such shives, and eijnallii condncire to the 
henelit if the doves tJieniselres. It is thercforo ordoiiHl by the Kitig's Most Kxcei- 
lent Majesty, by imd with the '.utvice of his Privy Couiscil,. tlr.it it shall be lawAi! 
for the tiovernors of the said rospeictive colonies, and thf'y uitd each of them, aru 
hereby authorised by any proclamation to bo by them, from time to tinie, for that 
purpose issued, to suspend so much and such parts of the before-nieiitioned Order 
in Council relating; to tho several measures aforesaid, or any of tlifitn, as to such 
resjiective Governors shall appear iuajiplicuble to the state and condition of the said 
respective Colonies, and by such proclamation to esta])!ish such other rules ami 
rej^^ulations. respectinjj; the, said several measures aforesaid, or any of tJ>em,as 
shall to such resp ctive Governors appear to be more compatible with the interests 
of the owners of tb>> slaves therein, and heiler adapted for securing to such staves an- 
adeijuute supply of food, clothing, and household J'nrniiure, and for preventing the 
undue exaction of manufacturing lahour. Provided always, that such prociamation 
shall be transmitted for His .Majesty's apj>robation, and be confirmed and a])prove(l, 
or disallowed by His Majest}^ in such ami the same manner, and acoovding^ to all 
such and the so inc. rules, as are provided in and hu the said Order in Council (vidf; 
Order in Council, iind November, 1831, sec. 120, as quoted by Sir J. C. Smith) 
in reference to the proclamation, which, by tho said order, the said (jovcruors are 
authorised to issue." 

The Order then recites the fines, ])enalties, 6ic., and matters relating thereto in 
the Order of November 18,'>1, and orders that they shall be the .samc^ &c. under 
any proclamation to be issued under this present order. 

No. 4. 

Proclamation by Sir James Carmichad Smi/th, Baronet, Governor of 
JJritlsh Guiana, dated 2-ith Ajiril, 1837. 

Whereas in the 5th recfulation of the 88th clause of ihe Order in Council of the 
King's most P2xcellent JNJajesty, dated the '.^d November, 1831, it is ordered and 
directed that every slave above the age fif ten years sliall receive in each week 
twenty-one pints of vvlieat flour, or of the Hour or meal of Guinea or Indian Corn, 
as a substitute for plantains, cocoas or yams ; and whereas by the(;th regulation of 
the same clause, the Governor of this Colony is empowered to autliurise from 
time to time by proclamations to be by him for that purpose issued, the substitution 
for the provisions aforesaid of any other provisions e(|uivalent to and equally 
nutritious with the same. And whereas His Excellency Major-General Sir iien- 
jamin D' Urban, late Governor of British Guiana, did issue a proclamation upon 
the 18th January, 1833, to which a schedule of allowances for food is attached, 
and in which schedule twenty-five pounds of ytms or potatoes ; or twenty pounds 
of eddoes or tanytis ; or ten pints of wheat flour ; or ten pints of Indian corn 
meal ; or ten pints of rice — are declared to be the proportions of other faniiaceous 
food which maybe substituted for the allowance of seventy pounds of {)lanta!ns. And 
whereas in the 120th clause of the order in council as alreadv quoted, it is ordered 
and declared that no law, statute, ordinance, or jiroclamatiun, now, or at any time 
heretofore in force in this Colon}', or whicii shall beieafter, by any Governor, 
or J,.oc<'il Legislature of the Colony be made, enacted, ordained, or promulj,^ated, 
in as far as the same may or shall be in any wise repugnant to, or inconsistent 
with the said order in council, shall be binding on His Majesty's subjects in .sucli 
Colony, or be of any force, virtue, or effect therein ; or iihall be recognised us 
legal or valid by any court, judge, or niagiatrato within tljis Colony. 

And whereas the substitution aforesaid, hn reason of its diminished qxLontiii), is 
repugnant to the provisions of the said order in council, and of no force or effect. 
And whereas by the 11th clause of tho Act of the Imperial Parliament 3 and 4 
Wm. 4. c. 73, intituled an Act for the Abolition of Slavery throughout the 
British Colonies — it is enacted that during the contiiuiance of the U|i[treiitice>hiii of 
the labourers therein referred to, they sbail bt; eniiiled io sucti food, (dt)thuig, 
lodging, and medical attendance, and such other maintenance and allowances as 



22 



by any hiw thon in force iu the Colonies the owner of any slave was boaml (o 
)aui)ply and fiirnisli, 

I do hereby, by virtuii of the power and authority vested in me by His Ma- 
jesty under the (ith regulation of the 88th clause of the order in council of the 'id 
November, 1831, and which authority is again specially renewed as regards the 
apprenticed labourers under the 6th regulation of the 1st sectiois of chap. 3d of 
ordinance 4;>, authorise and direct (wherever it may not be convenient for the 
enijdoyer of un ai)pronticed labourer to issue the weelily allowance of seventy 
pounds iveight of plantains to each labourer) the substitution of not less than 
fifty-six pounds of yams ov potatoes, or cocoas, or eddoes, or tanyas ; or twenty- 
one pints of wheat flour ; or of Indian corn meal> 07 of rice, in lieu of the 
plantains- 
No. 5. 

The followimj is a letter addresmi hi) Sir J. C. Smyth^ to a Deputation of 
Gentlemen who waited upon hin E.ieellenc.ii. with reference to the ahoiiK 
Proctaniation, dated 2i)th Apr!/\ 1837. 

Gentli:mkn, 

1 liavo listened with attention to every thing you have had to object to tho 
measure 1 have felt it my duty to adopt, with respect to the auginentation of the? 
<|unniity of those articles of food which you are at liberty to substitute for 
plantains. 1 now beg to request your cou.-jid'jration of the following observations : 

1. I'he allowance of plantains and of .salt fisli is ample. The best friend to 
the labourer cannot wish te see it augmentsid. J refer you to the !)th paragraph 
of my instructions to the Special Justices of this Province, dated the 1st of 
August, 3 8551-, as to my opinion upon the subject : and as a proof of my unwil - 
lingness to entertain com})laint so long as the labourer Jiiniself is satisfied. My 
exju-essious in the instructions alluded to are as follows : — 

"5. — The weelily allowance of salt fish and of plantains has been represented 
to me by several gentlemen, whose honour and veracity 1 can depend upon, a:> 
being more than is required by a labouring man ; and it has been stated to me 
that it is the general custom not to issue more than two pounds of i-alt fish and 
fiftv-six pounds of plantains per week, and to make up to the labourer the value 
of the difference witli sugar, rum, tobacco, and other extra articles not mentioned 
in the tariff. To any amicable arrangement of this sort 1 can have no objection, 
provided the labourer is satisfied, if, on any estate, there should be any com- 
plaints on the part of the apprenticed labourers as to an insufHciency of food, or 
in any way connected with the subject of their provisions, it will be your duty to 
enforce the tarift" with tlie utmost punctuality ; — on tlie other Iiand, it is a very 
material object, and one quite in unismi with that good feeling between the land- 
lord and the labourer which I feel it my (hity by every means in my power to 
to encourage, tliat the latter should feel that Jiis comforts and his happiness will very 
much depend upon his own good conduct and upon the approbation of his em- 
ployer. I wisli that tlie ajjprenticed labourer should always be instructeil to 
complain to his eni])loyer in the first instance, and not be encouraged to apply to 
the Special Justice — excepting it is of his employer himself he has to complain, 
or that he cannot otherwise obtnm redress." 

2, — 1 need not point out to you, gentlemen, that the cultivation of plantains 
and of provisions for the labourers, has, of late, consider;ibly and rapidly dimi- 
nished. The excellent and prudent Dutch regulation, by which every estate was 
obliired to have provision grounds, in the proportion of one acre to every five 
persons, lias become a dead letter. The pej-iodital visits and rejiorts of the 
13urt;her officers to ascertain that tJie foregoing regulation was comjilied with, liavo 
))een discontinued. The fines levied by order of the Court of Policy upon de- 
faulters have not been heard of for some time. I'he profits to be derived 
from the cultivation of sugar and other Colonial produce, have induced the 
planters in general, to apply all disposable labour towards the production of those 
ariicles which afford the greatest returns ; and the anomaly has arisen (and if not 
checked in time, will rentn n still greater luight), that in a country where every 



nocossai y tor the subsistence of man c:in be raised with tho leu5t possible irouJtlr-, 
the labotiriri}; class have, in a great itieasnre, to iiej)e:nl for their sub.si.sti«iici^, ii[>oti 
corn, meal, and rice imported from other countries. No less qdantiiies than 
i)o 1,024 lbs, of Indiiui (^orrs meal, and }.i,09(3 lbs, of rice %vero imported i>uo 
the Iliver J)emerary durin<i; the year l8o(5, and if we may judge by the <|uun- 
titv of these articles of provision imported from 1st of January to ;31.st of Mari ls 
l-ast, tbe importation during- the present year, will be at least tliree-fbid of that of 
last year. 

Uridfcr tbe circumstances 1 bnve depicted, an<l in coiisequonre of complainf.s 
and representations having been made to nie of ibe instijilciencu of the ijunntilif 
<>/' /bi)fZ issued to tbe labourers in lieu of the plantains (the allowance of wind), 
as I bave before said, is am]ile), it became my duty to look cai-efuUy into the 
subject, and to ascertain wbeiher the issues of other articles of farinaceouy food, 
allowed by His Majesty's Order in Council of the 2ud November, 1831, to be sub- 
stituted for plantains, accorded with tbe spirit of the Order. In Sir Benjamin 
D'L'rban's proclamation of the I8tb of Janaur)-, 183:3, issued to carry iuto 
effect ibe details of that and the subsequent Order of the 6th November, 1832, I 
Jind ten pints of flour of wlnnit substituted for twenty-one : ten pints of Indian 
corn meal for twenty-one ; and ten j)ints of rice ordered as a succedaneum 
for 70 lbs. of plantains. It must bave been under the impression that jdaiitains 
were to be tbe permanent ration, and that tbe issuing of the ijnj)orted arti- 
cles of a farinaceous nature in lieu thereof, was to be a temporary or occa- 
sional measure, only to be resorted to in tbe event of a failure or dearth of 
(be plantain crops, that ray estimable predecessor could have affixed his naine to 
such a diminished tariff, I have felt, however. Unit it wasiinposfiiblejor me to adiwlioii 
the continuance of a state of things, jioI oniq at variimce iLUth the spirit of scijcral 
Orders in Cnuncil, but calculated in my lieu oftlte subject to injure the permanent 
intei'est of the Province. 

" 4. The oidy three articles whici), in my Proclamation of tbe 'iltb instant, I 
iiave caused (o be augmented in (piaiitity, to which it will be necessary for me to 
draw your attention, are, 1st, Avheat Hour, 2iidiy, Indian corn moul, and ;5rdly. 
rice. When these articles are issued, they must be purchased fron the importers; 
and, oonseijuently, any auijmentation to tbe quantity of each or either of these 
articles of fariiiaceous food issued per week 'to the labourer, adds to the ex[)en(li- 
(ure, and in so much diminishes the proiit of thf; e=:tate. 

" />. With respect to the wheat flour, — you, gentlemen, knov.'- full well, that the 
labourer of Britifh Guiana is not acquainted uitJi even the taste of wheat jlonr ; and 
that it is [)erfect)y imnuiterial to liim and to you, whether the words twenfy-ono 
pints of wheat iiour, as found in the Order of Council of the ind November, 1031, 
or ten jnnts of wheat flour, as sjieci.fied in Schedule A, attached to Sir Bi-ujamin 
J)'Urban's Proclamation of the IBtli January, 1B33, are considered valid. You 
never have purchased u cask of Jlonr, J'or the purpose of issuing tlw. same (o the appren- 
ticed labourer. 

" 7. The article of rice is not mentioned in the Order in CouneiJ. Sir P>erij"n>in 
O'l'rban, in his Tariil", places, however, U;n pints of rice n-i ecjual to ten pints of 
Indian corn meal, and having shown you that tliree pints of the latter are requin^d 
for tilt! daily subsistence of a labourer ; I consequently assume tliat he v,-iil require 
tho same (juantity of the former. 

" 8. With respect to mv authority to issue the Proclamation of the 24tb instant, 
and with which you appear to be unac(iuainted, it is oidy necessary to observe 
to you, that the Order in Council of the 2nd November, l8:]l, establishes a 
certain scale of provisions, and authorises the Governor to issue, /r(W( time to time, 
Proclansations directing the substitution for the pro\iision aforesaid, of any other 
provisions equivalent to and equallij nuirilious with the saine. 'J he authority thus 
given to the Governor is very considerably enlarged by the subsequent Order in 
Council of the (ith November, 183'J ; it being declared in the said Order in 
Council lawful for the (iovernor, by any I'roclasnation to be hy him issued from 
time to lime, to suspend so much and such parts of tho Order i,n Council of the 
'Jnd November, 18:31, as shall appear ajq)iicable to tlie state and condition of tin! 
said Colony, and to establis!-. such olher rules and regu.laiions as shall to s>ich 
(Governor appear to be more conqiatibhs nilh the inttuesls (f all jntrlie^, 6'c, 'I'hn 
Act abolishing slavery was parsed ui)on the '28tii August, 18;):^, and in the 



filavondi clause of that Act, it is enactod, tliat (lurinj; tiie continuance of any mch 
i»[>prt'ntic(;sliip as aforcjjjiid, the person or persons, for the time being, entitled to 
the services of every such apprenticfui labourer, shall be bound, and is, and are 
lierehy recjuirod to supply him or her with such food, clothing, lodfying, medicine, 
medical attendance, and Gucb other maintenance and allowance, as by any law now 
in force in the Colonv to which such a])prenticed labourer may belong an owner 
is required ro supply to and for any slave being of the same age and sex as such 
apprenticed labourer shall be at the period at whicli this Act of the Imperial 
J^irlianient was passed, the Order in Council of the 6tb November, IB'32, icas theonhj 
law ill force regiibting the food, &;c. of the slave in Briti>ih Guiana ; and as by that 
liuv the power was vested in the Governor of making such regulations upon these 
subjects as to liirn might appear proper ; establishing the same by Proclamation to 
be by him issued Irom time to time, it follows, that my I^roclnmation of the 24th 
insta^'t is, conseouontly, in strict conformity to the power vested in me by the 
(^rder in Councii of the 6th November, ]8;32, and which power is rendered per- 
manent until the 1st August, 18-iO, by the Act of the Imperial Parliament. The 
confirmation by His Majesty of the Tariff promulgated by Sir }3enjamin .D'Urban, 
in preference to one upon a more reduced scale {>roposed by the Court of Policy, 
to be attached to Ordinimce 41^, and to the impropriety of which T, at the time, 
drew the attention of Ills IM'ijesty's Government, after Jiaviug stated to the Court 
of I'olicy, that I sliould so do, in no wav militates ajf linst the power vested in the 
Governor, by His Majesty bv his Order in Council of the Gth November, l8o2, 
of esiablishing such rul^^s and regulations ijpon tlie subjeei' of the food of the 
labourer, as from time to time may to him apy)e!'r to be requisite ; subject, of 
course, as more particularly stated in the Order itself, to. the approbation or dis~ 
allowance of fjiy Majt-sty. 

9. In conclusion, I have now, genlleraen,to ac(p.'aint you tliat although I have 
not the smallest doubt with respect to the propriety, policy, and legality of my 
proceeding, yet 1 am willing in consequence of the statements you hjive made to 
nie, to suspend the operation of the proclamation for a period of :^ix months, in 
order to enable you to be better prei ared at tlie end of that period, to provide the 
additional quantity of farinaceous food yoa will inive to suj»j)ly to your labourersE 
( when plantains are not issued), either b}- reverting to the old system of culti- 
vating an ample extent of provision grounds upon account of ihe estate, or by 
giving to the labourer land, and allowing liim the legal time to cultivate the same ; 
or by taking the necessaiy measures to ensure a larger importation of rice and 
(ndiiui corn meal, jam in hopes that the larger (juantities of those articles of 
iniiKirted food, which will iiereafter he recjuirecl ibr the wecKly allowance of tlie 
(iihiuirer, will induce projiriefors not only to pause before they still further ahaudon. 
the cultivation of jirovisiL'ti grounds, but may be the means of introducing info 
general use the allo^ving of sufbclt nt lime to the labourer to cultivate his own 
gfound, a system by which his attachnr.'ntto the osfate from which ho may receive 
his subsistence, can alone, in my opinion, be jiernram iitly secured. 

To M. M'TtJRK, G. Fi'ixAUTON, and J. Lam-, Es(piires. 

No. 6. 

Prorlamut'ion hij Sir James ('ari),U'li(t(4 H))ij;tli, dated 2Qth April, 18o7. 

" Whereas it has been represented to me, by several very respectable jiroprie- 
tors and attomies of estates, that from the small quantities of rice end of corn 
meal in h?ind, pnd the diminished extent of the plantnin and provision cultivation 
upon the estates, it will be very inconvenient and difhcult to carry forthwith the 
alterations with respect to the food of the labourers, as directed in my proclamation 
of the :24th instant, into efl'ect. Now, having taken the aforesaid representations 
into my most serious consideration, and being dulv impressed with the necessity of 
ecjually attending to the wants and interests of all parties, I do hereby, by virtue 
of the power and authoritv vested in me by His Majesty, by his Order in Council 
of the 6th November, IB.S'i, which Order in Council is rendered permaiient until 
the Jst August, 1B10, by the Act of the Imperial Parliamr nt for the Abolition of 
Slavery, suspend the oiieraticn of my proclamation as af'oresniii, for a period of six 
months — that is to snv, tmtil the 1st November of the |)rf sent year ; upon and 
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from wbich day the additional tjuantities as therein detaileiK, of eitljer yatm, 
potatoes, cocoas, eddoes. tanyas, wheat flour, Indian corn meal, or of rice may be 
issued, at the option of the employer, to the labourer, instead of the legul allowance 
of plantains, 

No. 7. 

Proclamatio'ii by Sir James Canniehael Smyth, dated 28th October ^ 1837- 

Whereas I did, upon the 24th day of April, 1837, issue my proclamation 
relative ♦^he aHowances of food to apprenticed labourers, which nsight be sub- 
stituted in the place and stead of the legal and customary quantity of plantains j 
and whereas, in consequence of represer:tation!? made to me by certain employers 
of apprenticed labourers, I did, upon the 29th day of the same month, suspend 
for a period of six months the operation of the said proclamation of the 24th April 
last ; and whereas certain otlier inhabitants of this Colony, also employers of 
apprenticed labourers, hare petitioned Her Majesty in Council to disallow the 
scale of allowances permitted by the said proclamation of the 24ti:\.-ipri!, to be 
substituted for a specified quantity of plantains; and whereas tlio pleasure of 
Her Majesty m Council, in respect to the said petition, hath not, and for some 
time yet to come, cannot be communicated : 1 do therefore issue this my procla- 
mation, suspending, and I do hereby suspend, the enforcement of the said procla- 
mation of the 24th April last, until the pleasure of Her Majesty in Council shall 
be known. 

Provision Grounds, and Time for Cultivation. 

On this subject many observations might be added to the statement already pub- 
litihed, but the present remarks will be coutined to the inadequacy of ihe time 
allowed, and to the abuses arising out of the master's power of apportioning it at 
his own pleasure. 

It appears from the evidence taken before the Parliamentary Committee; that 
tliese grounds, especially in Jamaica, are often at the distance of some miles from 
the residence of the negroes, and at a still greater distance from the markets whei-e 
the produce ^an be profitably disposed of. (Vide Report on Negro Apprentices 
Question?,) 

It likewise appears that any system of labour which interferes vt itJi tlie half 
Inidays and Saturdays appropriated by the apprentices to tlie cultivation of these 
grounds, must also, to a great extent, deprive them of their only means of 
subsistence. 

The present Colonial I-aws enable the employers to do this by means of frac- 
tional allowances ; and steps ought to be instantly taken for putting an eiad to so 
flagriuit an abuse. 

It is obvious, indeed, that in cases where a considerable distance has to be tra- 
velled, either to the provision ground or to the market, the allowance of a few 
hours onlv, at intervals of zhe master's service, is insufficient for the purpose of 
cultivation ; tlie whole of the time may be thus consumed u])on the road, wiiilc thu 
letter of the act is ostfusihlv fidtilled. 

Tlie spirit of t!ie Im])eriai Act undoidjteuly requires the establishment of fixed 
and equitable rules for the apportionment of the retjuisite period ; and likewise 
that tlie time necessarily consumed in going to and from the j)rov!3ion grounds, 
should be allowed to the Apprentices. The llth section of that Act provides th:ft 
an adequate })ortion of time shall be allowed " for the f roper cultivation of such 
food, and for the raising and securing the crops thereon gruwn.'' Any apportion- 
ment of time, therefore, though nominally correct, which practically leaves to the 
negro an insufficient period for tlie performance of these essential duties, is a 
manifest violation of the Imperial Statute. 

Neither (as connected with this subject) can there bo any reasonable (juestion 
that the j)eriod appropriated to the employer, ought to be strictly limited to the 
number of Jiours alliMVf^d by the Act, so as to include the lime sj)ent in going t(f 
and from the scene of labour, which is as truly employed in the master's service 
as any other jiorfion of the dav. 
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On the JugufficitMicy of the whole time allowed for these necessary purposes, 
tfic reader is referred to the opinions expressed in a former number of the Anti- 
Slavery Ilejwrter, Vol. 5, and to the' authorities therein cuioted. But it is 
plain that if a period of forty days in the fertile colonies included wilhin the 
jurisdiction of the Order in Council of 1831, was reqaisiie for Slaves, and at a 
time, moreover, when they enjoyed various indulgences which are now withdrawn, 
any diminution of that amount, under the present system, as in Trinidad, the 
iMauritius, and the chartered colonies genendly, must be coiisidered an unjust 
privation, and a grievous hardslii]). That the most liberal allowance of f'oi ty days 
■was at all times insufficient for the intended ])urpose, will more distinctly apjwar, 
however, from the following extract. ( Vide Anti-Slavery Kejiorter, Vol. v. }>. 21 , 
et seq.) Adverting to the General Order in Council of 1831, the able writer 
observes : — 

" But what does the present Order prescribe on this vital and all essential 
point! It appropriat/'S to the slaves only _/fl/£^ davs in the year, for the cultiva- 
U(m of their grounds, in all those cjises where the owner makes his election that 
the slaves shall entirely grow their own provisions, instead of being fed by me<ins 
of a fixed allowance. But this portion of time, even supposing the laxid to bo 
good and conveniently situated, is wholly insufficient for tht< purpose. It is in 
I'jict a nimt material abridgement of the time which the slave is now forced to 
approjniate to raising his j)resent scanty subsistence. In Jamaicfi, and in other 
coloisies where the slaves grow their own jirovisions, all ilie Sundays in the year, 
and twenty-six week days besides, (making in all seventy-eight days,) have been 
regularly appropriated by law (and we shall assume the law to have been exe- 
cuted) to the cultivation of their provision grounds ; but even that time is proved 
by the results to barely sufficient to enable them to maintain themselves and their 
families. This view of the matter, it is true, has-been strenuously denied by 
some West Indian w^riters, but the falsehood of tfeir repiesentations has beau 
over and over again demonstrated with an overwhelming force of evidence. Those 
who wish to t:ee that evidence collected in one point, have only to read with at- 
tention the irrefragiible statements in j\lr. Slej)hen's Delineation on this subject, 
and a long note which w have inserted in our second volume. No. 41, p. 3hl — 
.'>1B, and which it wiU therefore be unnecessary for us to repeat in this place. 
The result of that evidence, (and it is, in every instance, the evidence not of 
abolitionists, but of West Indian jdanters,) is, that without the emjdoyraent of the 
Sunday, in addition to twenty-six otlier days in the year, the negroes must be 
unable to sup})ly tlieir wants. Twenty-six days ai-e now given to theni ; but stili 
theij must lahour nn the Sunday or starve. Now what does the present Order })re- 
scrihe on tl.iis head ? Sunday labour for the master's benefit has by tliat Order 
been absohitelv prohibited, it being declared to he the princijde and intention of 
Ciovernment th;it " Sunday should bo to the slave population, in all the Colonies, 
u day of entire relaxation from compulsory labour, and op-en to be devoted to 
religious duties and to moral instruction," and especially that it " should bo 
whollv clear from the demands of the rnasior and the 7}scessities of the slave.' 
'I'hese are the words of the Secretary of State on the 3rd and <.5ti: September, 
18yB. (Sec our vol. iii.. No. o'J, p. .">,>.) Yet the present Order gives to the 
slave, for the culture of his ground, only forty days in lieu of the seventy-eiglit 
days which were formerly considered, and even by the West Jndiajx Legisl;\tures, 
as not more than adequate to that object. Now as it is most clearly the benevo- 
lent intention of the Government that Sunday shall be strictly a day of repose 
for the slave, during which, indeed, he shall be invited and encouraged to avail 
himself of all the means of education and religious instruction within his reacli, 
but which, with this exception, he shall be allowed to devote to the recruiting of 
his exhausted strength by rest from labour ; and to purposes of recreati(m and 
domestic enjoyment ; it is not easy to account for the appropriation to his use 
of only forty week-days in the year for his grounds ; and as this time must prove 
insufiicient for his maintenance, a large portion of each Sunday, if not every 
Sunday in the year, must still be occupied by the slave in cultivating his provi- 
sion grounds, in os'der, if not to save himself and his family from famine, at least 
to ensure them a subsistence. But by this unavoidable, and therefore reallv, 
though indirectly, couiymlsory desecration of tSie day, its moral and religious 
benefits must be greatly iFupeded. if not whollv frustrated, Tiie habit of seen- 
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larizing tlie Sunday, and turning it from its apiritual uses to tho onlinarv pursuits 
of life, will not only be rendered necessary by tliis law, but will place the su- 
preme authorities of the state in tliis predicament, that while they are professing 
to have at he;\rt the entire and exclusive dedication of Sunday to its bigiier and 
more legitimate ends : yet, by their owu special act, they rentier it impossible for 
the slave to abstain from labour on that day. We trust that Government will re- 
consider the bearing of this clause on the happiness and comfort, of the slave, and 
on the success of all their purpose of elevating his moral and intellectual con- 
dition. Less than seventy-eight week-days, it is clear, will not and cannot suf- 
fice in order that he may have it in his power to enjoy a Christian Sabbath, iiy 
tlie present arrangement also, only forty days in forty successive weeks being <:iveu 
to the slave, the slave, during twelve weeks, or oiie whole quarter of the'y-ear, 
may be wholly precluded from having a single day for his grounds), or everj from' 
bringing thence, for himself and his family, the weekly supply of the food they 
recjuire, unless lie shall occupy tho Sunday with that indispensable labour. These 
three months also, during which he wiii thus be debarred from visitin"- liis 
grounds except on Sunday, the planters, with wliom it rests to make the choicts 
will generally and naturally fix in the season of high crop, February, March, anil 
April, that they may then engross the whole time of the slave without interrup- 
tion. But this also is the season the best adapted for clearing his own o-round of 
trees, shrubs, and vreeds, and preparing it for being planted, in time to^'meet tlie 
early rains of the year." 

On the same subject, the following extract from a despatch of Lord Aberdeen 
to the Governor of Tobago, dated the 1st April, 18;)5, may be inserted for tho 
purpose o; explaining the nature of the compact between the employers ami the 
apprentice. In ol>iecting to the insufficient period allowed to the apprentices for 
the cultivation of their ground in that Colony, his iordsiiip observes:— 

"The effect of so short an aUowaace must be, to cast on the cultivator of the 
soil the duty of maintaining himself by a deduction not from the forty-five weekly 
hours assigned to tl)e employer, but from his own leisure. This, however, would 
be an infringement of the compact made with Colonies for the especial benefit of 
the emanci[)uted slaves; auJ, therefore, the Council and Assembly of Tobii;,'o 
m-ist bo called upon to review and amend this enactment." " 

Rations and otlier Allowances in Jamaica and other 

Cliarterod Colonies. 

It may bo observed, that in Jamaica the aj.prentices are princji)ally siH>p(.rte(l 
by allotments of i)rovi;5ioH ground.s, and heace t!ie great importance of adpiiDatt- 
regulations with respect to hours of compulscry labour, ;,vnd hours for cultivation 
of grounds in that Colony. 

The following extract from the " Act for the (lovornment for Slaves," adopted 
into the Abolition Act of that Colony, will show the nature of the provision now 
made for app.rentices. The 11th clause indicates, in general terms, the allowances 
to slaves; the 51st clause specifies the quantities to be supplied to i.:irTi»oiu-d 
slaves. 

Extract from Ihc Jamaicn Act for thr ilovn-nmfut of ^lavr« 

V.)th February, lO.'M. 

" Clause XI. And be it enacted by the authoritv aforesaid, TJiat every nia.st»'r 
owner, or possessor of any slave or slaves, or his or her overseer or chi..f niani!'.er' 
shall, under the penalty of ten pounds for each ne-;lect, cau-ie the condition of"'fli(. 
negro-grounds to be inspected once in every month at least, in order to hoc that 
the same are cultivated and kept up in proper manner, of which oath shall b« 
made, as in this Act is hereatter directed : and v.-Iiereas, in some parts of this 
Island, there may not be lands proper for the cultivation of iirovisions, or wlitre 
by reason of long continuance of dry weather, or other casualty, tlie no n-o'- 
grounds may be rendered unproductive : then, and in that case, the mast't-ra', 
owners, or possessors do, bii ioine other uhi/s nmi metms, make ^ood uud amnle py,'. 
iLsion for all such slaves as they shall be possessed of, in order fiiat they mnv f).< 
properhi suppurted nnd maintained, under a {)enal(y not exceeding twenty pounds. 
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C'lauHO i.5. And bo it tuichor enactod by the authority aibresaid, That the 
Si»'t^jj«;r ^>r»"Vfj'y workhouse or y,nnl in (hi.s Ishuid, shall, under the permjty often 
C:if I'vory ns'i^lect, provide and, fpve to every slave confined in swAi work- 
inni'H; or <!Ofi», ;i suffioiont. qmaritity of fjood and whoiesonie provisions daUij ; that 
in w s«v, not h'.ss thiMi one ijuai t of unground Guinea or Indian corn, or iiree pints 
«f fh»^ t!!iu.{ 4.?r rn».'a5 of 'jither, or ihvee pints of wheat Hour, eight full grovvn plan- 
Ci'tis, «r ait^ht jmunds of (^ocous or ynujs, and also one herring or shadj'or other 
i«.:>5J<>d proviitioiia &(junl thereto; and shall also, under the like penalty;, provide 
anrl >v<i{i}i'Jy fvvty slave, confined as aforesaid, with good and sufficient clothinc^, 
4v)n'r« n«'cess?(ry,** 

i)n n-fervneo to ihv i'ahular view of apprenticeship provisions, it will he seen 
thtit thtrt prison tdlovv«neo is more ihcu twice the allowance of the Leeward Islands 
to sfs»,v««n, 

'J'hi' weekly rations? of the other Chartered Colonies will be seen on reference 
to the Table at the end of the articlo marked (B.) But it may he proper to insert 
M !«Ji^tl'! ih() provisions of the Leeward Islands, by which the Colonies of 
5: t. i'iiristophers, Nevis, Monlserrat, onii Dominica appear to be now regulated. 

Fi)-fit Olau.sc of the iilnrery Amelioration Act of the Leevmrd Islunds. 

" And ho it, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid. 
That every owner or director of any slave or slaves within the Leeward Islands, 
shall weekly and every week, under the penalty of ten shillings per head for each 
and every slave undtT his or her direction, for every omission, purchase or pro- 
vide at the nite of the following quantities of provission ; that is to say, for every 
slave, at the rate of nin«v pints of coxn or beans, or eight pints of pease, or wheat, 
or rv*; Hour, or Indian corn meal, or nine pints of oatnir-al, or seven plots of rice, 
t'»r eight pints of casava flour or fai-ine, or eight pounds of biscuit, or twenty pounds 
of yams or ])0*atoes, or sixteen pounds of eddoes, tanyas, or tyres, or thirty pounds 
of plantains or banana;?, and also one pound and one quarter of herrings, shad, 
lunckeral, or other salted provisions, or doubla the quantity of fresh fish or other 
j»rovision,i ; all which said provisions to be of good and wholesome quality; 
provided nevertheless, that every such owner or director shall have the sbsolutc 
and uncontrollable right of distributing and dividing all and every such quantities 
of provision so to be divided as aforesaid, unto and amongst all and every his 
slave or slaves, in such proportions, shares, and allowances as he shall think 
proper, according to the diflferent labour, size, age, and strength, or otherwise, of 
all and every such slave and slaves, and as the time shall appear to him, in his 
dii jretion, eligible or right ; but, notwithstanding such discretionary power, such 
owner or director shall actually distiibute, weekly and every week,'among all his 
slaves, the quantity of provisions hereinbefore directed to be purchased or pro- 
videtl, under the jienalty aforesaid for every omission." 

It may, perhaps, be doubted whether the unwarrantable discretion allowed to 
the employer under tliis law, of apportioning these provisions at his pleasure — a 
discretion, which, in effect, leaves the subsistence of any individual apprentice 
entirely at his mercy — is permitted under the new system. The language of the 
Abolition Acts seems, however, to suppose this ; and, at all events, the ambi"-uity 
is in the highest degree dangerous and objectionable. 

With re.s})ect to the utter inadequacy of the Leeward Island allosvances, even 
if fairly distributed — and likewise of the allowances of the other Chartered 
('olonies in general — no doubt whatever can be entertained. 

The following extract, from a despatch of Lord Goderich to the Governor of 
the Leeward Islands, dated the 28th June, 1831, sess. 1832, No. 733, will show 
that enlightened stateman's opinion of the Leeward Island allowances, even with 
the addition of those " indulgences" which are now withdrawn. It is true, that 
tlie actual allowances to which Lord Goderich adverts have one \nnt of meal per 
wtMjk less than the present lagal allowances ; but tliis difference was far more 
than compensated by the indulgences formerly enjoyed. 

" 1 he Council further report that each man and woman receives one pint of 
corn meal daily, with something loss than half a herring, • besides molasses, sugar- 
cane li(|uor, and occasionally other indulgences.' Of these indulgences, the 



occasional allowance of the rest of tlie day nfter twelve o'clock, for the cultiva- 
tion of provision "rrounds, is mentionetl as an illustration, and it is added tliat us 
iiiiicli 'ground as (he Negro thinks fit, is univers?<lly allowed for the purpose. 

" Upoii- these stn>em«?nts I must observe, that the allovt'ance of food which the 
slave can claim of right is so singularly deficient for the rejisonable sustentntion 
of human life, that 1 should have considered the account as quite unworthy of 
credit, had I found it in any les^s authentic document. The weight of a pint of 
fine wheat flour, is about half a pound. The quarter of a peck loaf, which is 
usually bought and sol^; in this city, was till lately required by the Stat. 59 (Jeo. 
III. c. 36, sec. 10, to weigh four pounds five ounces ami a half. The loaf, which 
in general language now bears the name of a ijuartern loaf is, I nnderstaod, 
usually of about four pounds weight. Thus it would be a very favourable sup- 
position to suppose tliiit eacli working slave was supplied of right witli food equal 
in quantity to one of those loaves Aveekly. The two herrings which complete his 
weekly stock of provisions can add little to his sustenance. It is certainly no 
exaggeration to say that a robust man, engaged in severe labour in the open air, 
would consume in two days the provisions thus allowed for seven, if the demands 
of nature were fairly supplied. 

"If no yeast or other leaven is provided, and if no fuel or apparatus for cook- 
ing be found, the daily pint of meal must be greatly inferior as nutriment to the 
eighth })art of one of the loaves to which I have referred. 

" 1 find in the report of the Committee of the Penitentiary at Millbank, prinifed 
by order of the House of Commons, on the I7th of March, 1823, that the regular 
dietary for males in that establishment was as follows : one pound and a half of 
bread, two jiints of soup, and one pint of gruel daily, the soup being made with 
meat, vegetables, pease, or barley. Thus jjrisoners confined in a gaol in England, 
and subjected to no particular severity of labour, receive an allowance exceeding 
four or five-fold that which the law of Nevis appears to allow for the suppoii of 
men performing the most unremitted toil. 

" I have hitherto noticed merely wliat is represented as the legal allowance ; 
it would of course be impossible that human life could be sujjported at all under 
such circuiustMnces, unless some additional indulgences were granted. I have 
no means of estimating the amount or value of those which the slaves actually 
enjoy. They must v.iry according to the humanity, or tlie wealth, or even the 
<'Hpri( e of different owners. It is, however, most unreasonable that a matter of 
.sikI) vita! imjiortance should dej^oiid upon any sucli casualties. In tlie case of tlie 
;-^ta])leton estate, though the owner was a nobleman eminent for his liumanity, yK?t 
during liis unavoidable absence in the public service, it is proved beyond dispute 
that no such indulgences were allowed by the resident agent, .Jr. \V alley, as 
were sufficient to preserve tlie unfortunate people committed to his care from 
wasting away with frightful ra])idity, under the combined pressure of the n)ost 
severe and unrequited labour, and the most inadetjur.te sustenance, TFow far the 
condition of other slaves may be superior to tl>»jirG, must remain a matter of con- 
jecture and painful uncertainty. But it is clear that very few can have the good 
fortune to belong to a proprietor ecjually solicitous for their welfare, or more com- 
petent to promote it. 

" I should, therefore, feel myself wanting to a sacred duty, were I not to enjoin 
you, with the least possible delay, to press this subject on the attention of the 
legislatures of St. Christopher, Nevis, and Tortola. You will point out to them 
the indispensable necessity for making a much more liberal provision by law for 
the diet of the slaves. 

It would be difficult for me to express the regret with which I adtlress you 
on such an occasion as the presenr. No office can be more irksome than that of 
writing remarks which seem to retlect injuriously on a whole society, 'j'he duty 
is the more impleasant, in consequence of the tendency which such discussions 
may have to irritate feelings which I grentlv desire to allay. But every other 
consideration must yield to the imperious obligation of leaving nothing unjit- 
terapted by which a stop may be put to practices so utterly at variance with the 
immutable principles of humanity and justice." — pp. 85, 87. 

The following extract from the Anti-Slavery Reporter, vol. iv. p. 2l)o, will 
further exhibit the character of these Leeward Islands provisions: — 

" It cannot be suj)j)osed to be the intention of the legislature of .Jamaica to 
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pamper their criminal slaves, or their apprehended runaways, by giv'in<? them a 
superabundance of food. On the contrary, the utmost that justice and Iiunianity 
could retpiire, would be that tlie food afforded to those offenders against the laws, 
should be bafficient. But when we compare their twenty-one pints of flour a week 
with the eight pints allowed in Demerara and the Leeward Islands, to hard 
working field slaves, toiling under an exhausting sun from day dawn to dusk, and 
often much longer, what must we think of the cruel parsimony which can have 
dictated such a law i — a pint and one-seventh, or about a pound of raw undressed 
flour, and three ounces of salt fish a day ! The utmost such a pittance could do 
for him would be to keep soul and body together for a brief space. In truth, it 
is an absolutely starving allowance, and of itself sufficiently explains the frightful 
waste of life in our slave Colonies, Still we think that each of these advocates 
of the sufficiency and humanity of this prevision, if he persists in bis ])lea, is 
bound fairly to p,ut tht matter for once to the test of a week's experiment in his 
own case, and to favour the public with the result. And if not, he is at least 
bound to r-efute the authentic facts which Mr. Stephen, in the second volume of 
his Delineation of Slavery, has adduced to prove the miserable and destructive 
insufficiency of sucli an allowance as that which is here held forth as ample. (See 
his eighth chapter, p. 243 to 3il.) " J'he shocking and opprobrions result" of 
the elaborate compari^ioa which Mr. Stephen has there instituted between the 
allowances to the field slaves in the VV'est Indies ; and those to the inmates of our 
gaols and penitentiaries, both when idle and when put to hard labour, in England; 
is thus stated by that able and accurate writer. — 

" ' The Knglish vagabond or felon, when imprisoned for his crime has a sub- 
sistence which, on the lowest general estimate that can be formed, is, at least, 
two-fold superior in nutritious value to that of the poor West Tridian negro, whose 
freedom has been forfeited by no crime of his own, but solely by the deep, pub- 
licly acknowledged, legisjlatively recorded crime of this enlightened Christian 
land, perpetrated against himself or his African progenitors. The one is thus fed 
while in idleness. When forced to labour, his subsistence is still greater. Tlie 
other (the slave), though his forced and permanent labours are twice as great, has 
at best, not half the food. Yet the former's allowances are limited by the neces- 
sity of the case, the necessity of saving him from the wasting of the body, from 
debility, sickness, and death. What, then, must be the consequences of giving 
less than half tiie subsistence to thfi ultra-laborious slave? What they actually 
are, my readers have sufKciently seen. They cannot be better summed up than in 
the emphatic words of Dr. Collins,* in his Practical Rules, kc. p. 87, 88. ' With 
so scanty a pittance (he sa7s),it is, indeed, possible for thr» soul and body to be 
held together for a considerable time with no other resource.' ' They (the negroes) 
may crawl iibout with feeble emaciated frames,' but ' their attemj)fs to wield the 
hoe prove aboriive ; they shrink from their toil, and being urged to perseverance 
by stripes, you are soon obliged to receive them in the hospital, whence, unless 
your plan be speedily corrected, they depart but to 'the grave :' and he goes on 
to ' aver it boldly,' on the ' ground of his own experience, that numbers of negroes 
have perished annually by diseases produced by inanition.* " (Stej)hen's Dellnea- 
tion, vol. ii. p. 318. "> 

liut even were ^uch conclusive authorities on this subject wanting, no hesita- 
tion could be felt in denouncing the incredibly minute allowances of I'ortola, Trini- 
dad, the Mauri(ius, and other Colonies, whose |irovisions are more i)articularly 
adverted to in the note to the Table marked (B). 

That Colonial avarice should be capable of proposing such miserable allowances 
is not indeed surprising ; but that these allowances should hav^ hitherto escaped 
the reprehension and disallowance of the Privy Council seems altogether inex- 

* Pr. Collins was an eminent medical practitioner in St. A inct nt's, where he beeame pos- 
sessed ot rnany slaves. He was one of the most able and zeiilous aiioloaihts of the West tiKlia 
system, lie published a work, eatiH.^jd *• Practical Hules for the Mnnanemeut and Mediial 
treatment of Negro Slaves in t.ie Sugar Colonies," which was so Xn^My valued by some West 
Indians, that Mr. (... Hibbert. the asent of .lamaica, caused an extensive edition of it to be 'irinfed 
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l)lical»lG. It remiiius to be seen wlietljer when the cruolly, injustice, and inade- 
ciiiacy of the presen'; prf)vi.sions are placed in conliast with the peremptory ami 
r()Htt/;i(in,£,f re(iuiremeiUs of the Imperial Statute — When the whole subject, is finally 
lirouglit before the competent authorities, — and while yet a remedy exists,— --a deli- 
berate sanction will be given to enactments which riolate the plainest principles of 
humanitv, and are altogether at variance with the positive, the still existing, and 
stiil obligatory injunction of the Imperial Act — namely, that where former regu- 
lations have proved inadequate, such regulations shall for the future be amended, 
and made adecjuate to the exigence of the case. But even this measure of justice 
as already observeil, would make no compensation to the aggrieved apprentice for 
the previous loss of that scanty pittance which the law has awarded him for his 
laborious services ; for which therefore some other substantial and satisfactory 
ituide of redress ought likewise to be provided. 

Medical Treatment and Allowances in Sickness. 

Among the acknowledged rights of the negroes in a state of slavery, were those 
of medical assistance and support during sickness ; and these rights have 
descended them without dispute as api)rentices. 15ut, altliough the rights 
themselves hr.ve not been denied, it was very evident, that the diminished, and 
gradually diminishing interest of the employer in the jihysical well-being of the negro, 
consenuent upon a change of system, made some additional securities advisable 
for the future performance of these offices of humanity- Accordingly, Lord 
Stanley in commenting upon the slight notice taken of this subjuct in the first 
Jamaica Act, suggested, that "a jn-oportionate strictness of legal obligation'' should 
iienceforth be adopted. This recommendation was met in fhts second Jamaica 
Act, by a provision in clause eight, im])Osing ui)on the master the obligation of 
fun shing " the same medical care and attention as had heretofore been customary," 
and enacting that the negro should in like manner " be subject to all such 
necessary sanatory restraint and control as the medical attendant shall direct." 
This clause, it will be observed, does not pretend to give greater securities than 
the negro formerly enjoyed, and, consequently, by no means corresfionds with 
the exigence alluded to by Lord. Stanley. I'he j)rovisions applicable to both 
periods are made exactly the same, — the only difference being, that whereas by 
the Sliive J^aw of Jamaica a neglect to provide for sick and infirm slaves might 
have been visited by a specific penalty of ,£2l), and the maltreating or keeping 
him in confineuient vvitiiout sufficient support might have been punished by a 
specific fine of .£100, and in more atrocious cases, the injured slave might have 
been declared free, and entitled to an annuity of £10. per annum for life, (vi<lo 
1>. 17 — '>9.) — Now, by the Abolition Law, on flie contrary, the same neglect or 
ill-treatment can be surnmarilj^ punished only by a fine of £5, no portion of which 
sum goes in compen.^ation to the aggrieved apprentice. Yet, Mr. J3urgo in his 
answers before the Parliamentary Committee (vide Report on Negro A[)prentice- 
ship, question 2760, et seq.), being pressed on this subject, deliberately declared, 
that Lord Stanley's objection was com}>letely removed by the enactment in the 
second Jamaica Act, and that the clause in (question had com])letely fulfilled fiis 
wish and expression — "he really did not know what more precise or definite 
regulations could have been adopted." 

The whole of hi.s evidence, in short, went to prove, that the legal and practical 
objections previously urged against this defective branch of Colonial Regulations 
were unfounded. 

Sir Lionel Smith's recent message to the Jamaica Assembly must, therefore, be 
again quoted for the purpose of rebutting this incorrect assumption, liis hmguage 
is this : — 

" A law seems wanting to supply the estates' hos])itals with .sufficient attendants 
on the sick aj)prentice, as well as for the sujjply of proper food, as they cannot 
depend on their own grounds whil.st unable to leave the liospitals — the eighth 
clause of the Abolition Imw has not been found strong enough to secure these necessari) 
attentions to the sick." 

'i'he reader will infer the extent to which abuses of this descrijttion must have 



proceeded before an initiatory pioceeding would emanate from the executive. Tho 
failure of this effort has been already stated. 

It now only remains to point out briefly, but somewhat more specifically, tlje 
grievances to which such apprentices have been subjected. 

The natural policy of the planters, under this defective law, ha3 been, to loss 
as little labour, and to incur as little expense as possible, on account of sickness 
among their njiprentices. 'J'his has been to a great extent etiected bv treating; 
complaints of sickness as mere pretexts reijuirin^ punishment ; and where the 
sickness could not be denied, of ]i)rovidin5>; only such miserable reUef as compai-ed 
with such harsh restrictions, make the silent euduraiice of much labour and disease 
preferable to the wretched provisions of the law. 

Tho sanatory restraints of estates' hospitals constitute in themselves a species 
of imprisonment, aggravated by privations, neglect, and inhumanity ; but hospitals 
have been positively used as additional places of coulineraent after the apprentice 
lias been kept in the estate's dungeon for the legal number of hours, thus fulfilling 
tho economical ])urpo.se of a double terror to two distinct classes of offenders, — 
the idle and tho sick. 

Moreover, the medical practioners of the estates, who pronounce upon the 
reality of the sickness complained of, and likewise prescribe the nourishment and 
general treatment which the jilaiiters are obliged by law to provide, are employed 
and paid by, and are mostly dependent upon the planting community, whose 
interests, it cannot be any disparagement to suppose, they will more or less 
unwillingly be compelled at times to prefer. 

1'he practical evidence on this subject before the Parliamentary Committee, is 
chiefly contained in the evidence of Dr. Madden, himself a medical practitioner 
and special magistrate, (vide (piestions 605, et seq. and 742, et seq.) which will be 
found to corroborate most of the observations previously made. 

In answer to question 742, et seq. Dr. Madden observes, that the punishment 
of shamming sick is the source of the greatest biirdship and cruelty he knew in 
the Colony ; and that many such cases were brought before him. In one case, he 
states, that a female was brought up for punishment of shamming sick, whom lie 
discoveied to be " luhouriiig undfr one of the most severe d'lseasfs that a u-oman can 
suffer under," — the nature ot which disease he afterwards explains. And, yet in 
this case, as a})j)ears from the answer to question 7oO, the medical man of the 
estate Jiad examined the woman, and had (jjrobably from inattention) declared her 
to he in a state lit for labour. 

'I'he evidence, likewise, of Captain Oldrey, respecting the ill-treatment, and the 
consequent death of Tabitha Hewitt, and tho general neglect of tiie sick appren- 
tices on the same estate, (vide questions 2889, ef s- </.) exhibits the conduct of 
probably the worst class of proprietors in Jamaica. But the evidence does not 
end here, — if any doubt remained as to the inadecpiacy of the present law in 
Jamaica, — or the frightful abuses practised in these places, signhi';unrly termed 
*' hothouses," — or of the necessity of devising some means of iinpr ji euient and 
redress, — reference might, without impropriety, he here made to an authentic 
work, recently published by a Jamaica projirietor (avowedly the Marquis of Sligo) 
who, though not a witness examined by the Parliamentary Comuiiiteo, must be 
presumed to have now supplied the substance of that official evidence which he 
would have tendered had he ])ersonally appeared before tiiat tribunal. 

Recapitulatmi. 

The design of the article on food, mnintenanco, and other allowances as 
already stated, " bus not been to expose all the abuses of Colonial regulations and 
})ractice n this vital portion of the apprenticeship laws, but merely to substan- 
tiate some imi)orlant points which were lei't in the Anli-.Slavery Statement for 
further explanation. Hence a variety of other topics intiuiately coimected with 
this subject, and of great importance, are necessarily luit untouched. — Such are 
those more especially which relate to insuHicient ailotm(?nts of provision grounds; 
to the arbitrary power of withdrawing ground and substituting rations ; to the 
injurious efl'ects of varying the mode of subsistence at short intervals ; and to 
the general absence of laws enforcing the punctual delivery of food and clothing — 



the last i-s a pervading ilefeot in the Clmrtered Colonies, and with the better ox- 
ample of the Crown Colonies, and of tlie old slave provisions before them, it 
must be consided as altogeher inexcusable. 

The subjects particularly adverted to in this Appendix may be tlius recapitu- 
lated. 

The first object has been to prove that the customary allowances and induI{>on- 
ces of slavery, now universally denied as matters of right, im^ to a great extent 
practically w'itlidrawn, were of great importance to the negroes— that many of 
them were absolutely essential — and that in conformity with the spirit of the Inj- 
perial Act certainly, and probably with the letter of that Act also, all of them 
ouo-lit to have been as fully enjoyed in the state of apprenticeship as they liad 
previously been in slavery. With respect, however, to the riglit of receiving 
.such allowances as are shewn to be " necessary," no question can exist, since under 
a subsequent clause in the Imperial Act adequate provision is in all cases positively 
required to be made. 

A second object has been to prove that the farinaceous food of certain Crown 
Colonies has really been reduced (as alleged in the Anti-Slavery Statenrent) con- 
siderably below the slave allowance of the Order in Council of 1831 — namely, to 
less than one half in British Guiana ; and to less than one-third in the Mauritius and 
Trinidad. — And" that the Order in Council of 1831 was really and truly the law 
in those Colonies Vv-ithin the meaning of the Imperial Act of Abolition. 

A third object has been to prove frauds of time, and other hardships connected 
with the allowance of provision grounds. 

A, fourth obiect has been to expose the monstrous inadequacy of apprenticeship 
allowances in"the Chartered Colonies generally ; and this has been done by con- 
trasting them with the prison allowance of slaves in Jamaica, and by citing the 
conclusive opinions of former Secretaries of State, and other unexceptionable 
authorities. 

A fifth object has been to prove that the medical treatment and the sick allow- 
ances of apprentices in Jamaica — and the argument might have been extended to 
other Colonies — has been both in law and in practice, greatly neglected, and that 
flagrant abuse exist in that department which demand immediate repression. 

Looking then at this subject as a whole, it cannot be doubted that a vast 
amount of positive, and valuable rights — rights as solemnly guaranteed to the 
nagroes by the Imperial Act as any description of rights could possibly be — has 
nevertheless whether through inadvertence or design is perfectly immaterial to 
the present purpose — been withheld from them ever since the commencement of 
the appranticeship system. It is moreover certain, that no adequate redress can 
now be applied until four whole years of this system shall have passed away. 

The simple question is, what remedy ou^ht to be appiie>l to such a casfc, and 
what manner of compensation ought to be given to the aggrieved parties. 

This (juestion requires to be considered by all jiersons dispassionately, not as 
partizaus,.but as men of business and of common integrity. It does not belong- 
to the greater elements of the subject, — it is a simple question of ])ounds, shillings, 
and pence. 

Considering the apprenticeship system then in the light of ah honest compact 
between the parties, a certain amount of labour was to be furnished by one of the 
parties for six years, for a certain amount of food to be supplied by the other. — 
The required amount of labour has been rendered during a period of four years. 
The required amount of food during the same period has not been rendered by aJ; 
least (on a calculation of varying reductions upon the whole system) the amount 
of one half. Ileuce, arrears of allowances equivalent to a period of two years 
remain to be compensated, and two move years of the compact remain also to 
run. Which of the two propositions seems the more unreasonable ; —namely, 
that, either during the remainder of the term the labourers shall receive double 
allowances,— or that the labour of tlie apprentices, and at the same time their 
allowances — past and to come, — shall be mutually released, in fther vsrords, that 
the actual arrears shall now be considered as the purchase of any hypothetical 
advantages which might accrue to the employers by the completion of the term ? 

This is the distinct (juestion now propounded for the determination of the 
Government and the country. And apart from the argumGnt arising out of the ex- 
perimental object originally proposed by the apprenticeship system being now com- 
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pleted ;— apart from the consideration of other and innumerable abuses and hard- 
ships, raanifestiy inseparable from such a system,— regarding the subject as « 
simple question of comparative allowances improperly withheld, or as a question 
ot cancelling a compact -.. hich one of tlie parties is unable or unwilliuo' to fulfil- 
to say nothing of higher and nobler motives of action— and not even to allude to 
the relief which any administi-ation must necessarily derive from the settlement of 
so harassing a subject,— can it be denied, that a case is established on the subject 
ot food and maintenance alone, calling upon the advocates of delay to re-consider 
what genei-al prmciple of ecpiity— what particular principle of British law— what 
acknowledged precedent— or what open pledge would be violated by an early 
termination of this oppressive system 1 ^ 
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PUNISHMENTS. 

Extracts of Despatches from Secretaries of State, contain- 
ing principles in regard to the infliction of Punishments, 
the violation of which, is now complained of. 

Extract of a F/espatch from Mr. Secretary Spring Rice, to the Governor of 
Trinidad^ dated 8th October, 1834. — Vide ParUamentaru Papers, Se-sft. 
1835, iV^o. 278—11. 205. 

"To adopt the extreme remedies of coercion, and punishment in every state of 
things short of an extreme case of violence and of crime, is no lesg reprehensible 
than it is dangerous. A government in thus misapplying the means at its com- 
mand, by such ill-judged anticipation, deprives those ultimate powers and sanc- 
tions of their full force and authority, when their application becomes absolutely 
necessary." 

Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of SUgo, 18th 
Jiaie, 1885.— Vide Parr Pap., 278—1, p. 17. 

" The judicial punishment of females t , /hipping, whatever may be their ages, 
is repuenaat to the plain language of the Act of Parlianaent." 

Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glenelg to the Governor of Mauritius, 
dated 7th December, 1835. Pari. Pap. Sess. 183(>. No. 166—11. p. 

" TTis Majesty cannot admit the propriety of any distinction being made by law 
in respect to the punishment of offences by apprenticed labourers, and 'by otljer 
persons, when such offences do not relate to the duties owing by the apprentices 
to their employers. The local legislature cannot have too distinctly impressed upon 
them the great principle of tlie legal equality of all classes of the King's subjects 
in INIauritius, and the necessity of observing the practical consequences resulting 
from that principle." 

Extract of a Despatch from Lord Gkneh; to the Governor Sir Lionel Smith, 
dated, 12th October, 1835.— P«r/. 'Pap. Sess. 1836, No. 166—11. 

" It appears to me, that tliere are not wanting objections of conclusive weight 
against the exercise of this discretionary power (flogging on the tread-mill) by the 
superinfendent of the tread-mill. 

" These objections apply with peculiar force to the West Indies, where the dis- 
use of the whip to coerce labour on the plantations is so recent as to hsve still left 
a peculiar and just dread of power on the one side, with perhaps more than common 
temptation to abuse it on the other," > 

Extract'of a Df^patch from Lord Glenelg to the Governor of the Bahamas', 
dated 1st December, 1835. Vide Pari. Pap. Sess. 1836, iVo. 166—11, 
p. 536. 

"That clause," (20th clause of the Abolition Act), "it is true, provides that 
during the period of seven years after the apprenticeship, a labourer may be com- 
pelled to atone to his em ployer from the time which he may have subtracteil from 
his service by any illegal absence, and for wliich lie .nay not have made up bv 
labour performed during his own leisure ; but betwe n the future adjustment of 
this final account between the parties, and tlie impo? nou of a prolonged appren- 
ticeship as a penalty for crime, there is an essential distinction ; and unless you 
are in possession of some conclusive argument in favour of the lawfulness of such 
punishments, you will iujmediately remit all such as have been already imposed, 
and admonish the special magistrates to abstain from a repetition of the practice 
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I need hardiy obaerve, tint no sucli aigumont can he drawn from hmguiigtt con- 
tained in t.be C'.)lonial Statute, which of course cannot supersede or contravene 
tlie j>rovision.s of the Act of Parliament." 

The following despatch, althou;^]* addressed to tlie Governor of Antigua, reco<4- 
nises principles which are ecpially aj-plicahle to a (.'olony under Apprenticeship 
{aw. 

E.rfmcf. of a Dei<pntch. from the Knrl of Ahi'nh-ru. to Sir E. M. M'^f jrerjor, 
dnt)'(l 2\Mh Fi'briwry, IB-So.— r/f/^,- Purl. J',/ p. ft-.v.*. 18o5. Xo. 278- -1 . 

" But wliilo thus assenting to tlie general princijile, I cannot concur in some of 
the details of these enactments. A wliole day's wages of a labourer in husbatidrv 
are to be forfeited, if he shall absent himself for ' half, or unv smaller proportio-i 
of a day.' Thus, according to tiie plain and inevitable consrruccion of the words, tiin 
ollence of loitering for a minute might de[)rive a man of maintenance of himself 
and his family for twenty-four hours, a punishment which in so extreme a case 
would be obviously unjust, and prejudicial to the real interests of the employer, 
us well as to that of his servant. 

* * 

" Tint under the sa\ »e head, the crime of drunkenness is classed as an offence, 
the extreme punishment of which, may be imprisonment with hard labour fortius o 
months. This, indeed, is the maximum. But not only is such a penalty quite 
out of proportion to any nnschief which society at large can sustain from a" single 
act of intoxication, and at variance with the prevailing tone of moral sentiment 
on the subject, but it is also a punishment, which, if justly due in the case of 
labourers tmder special contracts, cannot be unmerited in other cases. The cir- 
cumstance that a man bas engaged himself to jierform agricultural or manufactur- 
ing labour, does not render his drunkenness more injurious to society at large, than 
if he were devoted to any other species of industry, manual or intellectual." 

Extract of a Despatch from Lord Glcaclq, to Sir Lionel Stuith, dated lOth 
jinie, lanS.— Vide Pari. Pap. SeJs. IBoo. 27B— -11 . 85. 

f5y fhe 22nd section of the Act No. 89, whatever time m apprentice passes 
in prison, will render him a debtor to his emplovcr for a doivble amount, just as 
though the absence had been voluntary. I consider this twofold punishment ob- 
jectionable, both asunjusi in itself, and as giving to the employer a direct interest 
■j'i the iiiiscoitduct of his apprentice," 

The. following Extract from n eircnlar, addrestfi&l hif Sir Lionel Smith to 
the. Special Jii.sticeft of Jamaica, dated Wth Mai/^. ivill aerce to show 

the sereritij with which puni.shnieuts are injlictedin that extensive eolotn/. 

"The Governor, having, in some instances, observed the severe efl'ects of 
corporal punisbmepts upon ap})ren.ticed labourers, (not in consequence of the 
illegality of the amount of punishment but of its application tooft'enders 

who had been subjected to previous flogging), I am directed by his Excellency to 
repeat the injunction, which has been so strongly urged upon the special magis- 
tracy, from the very commcacement of the apprenticeship system, and pointedly 
impressed tipon tliem in numerous individual instances, by his Excellency him- 
self, that the use of corporal i)unishnient should be restricted as nuich as pos- 
sible, and, in fact, rigidly coniined to offences of a disgraceful or highly aggravated 
nature. I am further to desire, that it nw, on no account, be inflicted on offen- 
ders who are not entirely recovered from tie effect of previous punishment ; and 
that you take care, that in all cases, the apprentices are perfectly cured before they 
aie removed from the hospital, and recpjired to resume their work." 

Coiiiparisoii of Punislimeiits at diffbrent periods. 

It seems to be generally admitted, that the aggregate of punishments during 
the first year of the apjirenticeship system was " sufficiently frightful but it 
as been since alleged, tliaf the severity of the system has been gradually mitigated ; 
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and that punishmeuts are now oorap^ratively lenient and rare. In proof of ibis 
olficial despatches End returns have been confidently quoted, more especially those 
of Jkitish Guiana, in which the success of the apprenticeship has been represented 
to be complete. It will be desinible to ascertain the correctness of these allega- 
tions by reference to the despatches and returns themselves, which have been 
selected and printed for that purpose in the Parliamentary Papers, beginning with 
the much vaunted Colony of 

BRITISH GUIANA— A Crown Colonv, 

The first returns from this Colony, which contains a popidation of about 70,00(.i 
ap])rentioes, extend from tlie 1st 'August, 18,'34, to the ;>lst July, 18o5, and 
present a total of {515'2 punisluuents, of wliich 2177 were corporal, and the 
remaining 5975 were punishments of other descriptions. 

This largo amount of punislimeut, is to a certain degree explained by the 
Governor, \vho, referring to this period, in despatches dated respectively 4th 
March, 1835, (Pari, pap., sess. 1^S:!>, p. ii. }). ITS,) and loth November, 1835, 
(Pari, pap., sess. 1836, p. iii. ('■i) p. 99,) observes, that the greater number of com- 
plaints against the apprentices originated in fraudulent attempts of the employers 
to compel an unreasonable amount of labour ; and that by cruel and oppressive 
acts of various descriptions, the employers had justly forfeited all claim to the 
coniidence of the apprentices, and excited an angry and discontented feeling. 

The removal of these causes of irritation and disobedience, which the Governor 
announces in his latter despatch, prepares the reader, of course, for corresponding 
announcements of mitigated punishment; and accordingly, a series of despatches 
written during the six months following the 1st August, 1835, represent a gradual 
decrease of punishment, dwindling at length almost to nothing, while the content- 
ment of the negroes, and the general prosi)erity of the Colony, during the same 
period, is stated to have advanced in like proportion. In order to ascertain the 
accuracy of these representations, it may be well to compare the despatches th- ra- 
selves with tlie official returns of corresponding periods, as follows :-— 

The aggregate of the year ending 31st July, 183.>, is already stated to have 
been SloS punishments ; an amount wliich is in part explained by, and in part 
also explains, the irritation and discontent which at that time is admitted to have 
existed among the apprentices. 

On <he 26th September, 1835, a despatch (Pur!, pap., sess. 1836, p. iii. (2) 
p. 50) announces the most perfect tran<piilli*y, hajipiness, and industry, throughout 
the Colony, the consequence, as it is inferred, of a milder system. Yet the 
official returns of punishments in this and the preceding mcnth taken together, 
amount to lOOG cases, showing an increasing ratio over the monthly average of 
the past year of more than one-third. 

On the t3th November, 1835, a despatch already alluded to, affirms that 
the good conduct, industry, and subordination of the labourers througisout the 
whole of the ]>rovinee, cannot be " exceeded by the same number of jieoplo 
in any part of the world •," and this state of things is quoted as " irrefragable 
proof" of the complete superiority and triumph of mild measures over the harsh, 
degrading, and revolting conduct formerly judged indispensable, ^'et the ofHcial 
returns of punishments for this and the preceding month taken together, amount 
to 1742, showing an increasing ratio over the monthly average of the past year of 
more than one-fourth. 

On the 12th December, 1835, a Despatch, (Pari, pap., part iii. (2) p. 105) 
announces, that the dissatisfaction of tlie planters at the late change is fast wearing 
away; that punishment is decreasing, and that the good comduct and industry of 
the apprenticed labourers universally, exceeds the expectations of their best 
friends; that the affairs of the Colony (in short) cannot be going on better. Yet 
the official return of the preceding month, to which the Governor refers, amounts 
to 797 cases, which, taken as the average of the whole year, would still make an 
increase of 1412 punishments over the aggregate of the past year. 

On the 10th March, 1830, a desjiatch, v*-ritten iu order to deprecate the abandon- 
raent of the apprenticeship system, (I'arl. pap., part iii. (2) p. 161) affirms, tJiat 
"no act of tyranny, of cruelty, and of oppression, can take place without the speedy 
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detection, exposure and punishment of the person so offending;" and that the 
result as seen in the happiness and trancjuillity of the labourers," and " the 
immense additional (juantity of produce," ought to satisfy the most sceptical. Yet 
the official returns of this and the preceding two months taken together, amount 
to 2493 cases, still shewing an increase of more than c--ie-eighth, over the average 
of the past year, during which, severity, oppression, and discontent are admitted 
to have i»revailed. 

In a word, the official returns of punishments during the supposed happy ])eriod 
of ten months, immediately succeeding the first year of admitted severity, oppres- 
sion and excitement, amounts to 8078 cases, being only sevent}' "^ur cases below 
the entire aggregate of the past year, and shewing an increasijig »atio of punish- 
ment upon the whole of the year of more than one-sixth. 

lu the mean time, a steady increase in the produce of the great sttsple commo- 
dities of this colony, actually gives, for the year 1835, not merely a suqilus of 
one-twelfth over the entire produce of the year 1833, when avowed slavery existed, 
but of one-fifth over the produce of the preceding year of the apprenticeship 
system, a surplus which will he seen to correspond very nearly with the increase 
of punishments during the latter period ; and this result is now quoted as proof 
sufficient to convince the most sce]>tical that the apprentices have during this 
period of commercial prosperity been treated with greater kindness, and satisfac- 
torily remunerated for their extra exertions. 

In what then, it may he asked, does this boastfed mitigation of punishment, pro- 
ducing such supposed happy results to the negro consist? It has been shewn, 
that during the period in question, so far from there having been a diminution in 
the sura total of punishments, there has been an alarming uicrease. The mitigation, 
therefore, if at all, must have been in the nature, and not in the amount of punish- 
ment. A change has undoubtedly taken place, and one which will certainly, to 
a great extent, explain the admitted increase of produce. 

It consists, merely, however, in a g<-neral substitution of penal labour in the 
master's service, for cor|)oral punishments, which were more commonly inflicted 
during the first year of the apprenticeship ; and it admits of this exi)lanation. 

The largo proportion of punishments by flogging, observable in the first year's 
returns, was found to jiresent evidence too palpable and conclusive of the 
cruelty of the apprenticeship system. Flogging bad already accomplished its 
purpose of insjnring terror, and more dispassionate consideration naturally sug- 
gested, that a method less repulsive to the public, and at the same time, more 
profitable to the ]tlauter, though in reality, more permanently injurious to the negro, 
would combine the convenient (jualities of greater apparent lenity towards the 
one, with additional advantage- and security towards the other. Hence, the general 
oppropriatioii of penal labour to the employer, with all its tendencies to multiplica- 
tion of punishments — and hence, likewise, to a great extent, the admitted mcrease 
of produce. Yet this change, and these consequences, are now quoted as irre- 
fragable proofs of the mutual contentment of apprentices and employers, and of 
the successful working of the apprenticeship system! ! 

A more complete refutation, however, of such an error, cannot perhaps be 
imagined, than that which is furnished by Sir J. Carmichael Smytli himself, in a 
des])atch of the 20th June, 1835, which may now he applied to the aggregate of 
punishments under consideration. In that despatch, adverting to the amount of 
punishments inflicted upon the negroes of a particular estate, under a system of 
avowed slavery, he observes, — " It is clear, that if the slaves deserved this dread- 
ful amount of punishment, they must have been a very bad and worthless set. If 
they did not merit sucli treatment, the system under which they were managed 
cannot be deemed otherwise, than to have been most cruel and oppressive." The 
actual increase of |iunishnients under the apj;renticcship system over a ])reviou^ 
aggregate, ronf€\ssedly severe, is now the question. And Sir J. C. Smyth's own 
alternative, must be tpioted as decisive against himself, — for throughout the whcle 
of this period, he invariably eulogises the conduct of the negroes, as being not onlv 
l)erfectly satisfactory to himself, but " as far exceeding the expectations of their 
best friends the inevitable conclusion therefore is, that the apprenticeship system , 
Vihich he, nevertheless, represents as being equally nccpssnry find advantageous 
to both parties, — as completelv •)cron)[>lishiiig its object, — and the abiindonment of 
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which he so earnestly deprecates, — must in reality, be a "most cruel" and " (ipproH- 
sive" system, unworthy ofthe sanctiou and support which has been bestowed upou it. 

JAMAICA . 

A reference to the official despatches and returns of this Colony will present 
similar results. But it may be remarked, that the Marquis of Sligo, whose 
views of the favourable working of the apprenticeship system are understood to 
have subsequently changed, never appears to have entertained that sanguine 
confidence of the result, which was constantly expressed by the Governor of 
British Guiana. 

The aggregate of punishments in this Colony, between the 1st of August, 1834, 
and the 1st of August, 1835, is stated to have "been 25,395, of which, 7,1'25 wcre 
by flogging, and the remaining 18,270 were jmuiwhrneuis of other descriptions. 
(Pari, pap., p. iii. (1) p. 219.) 

This amount of punishment. Lord Sligo, in his despatch of the 22nd .ranuary, 
1836, (ParL pap., p. iii. (1) p. 218) attributes, in some degree, to a general 
ignorance ofthe new law, and to the irritation ofthe planters, during the first year 
after the adoption of th-a apprenticeship system. 

A series of despatches during the succeeding ten month?, for which period the 
returns of punishment have been printed, intimates a progressive improvement in 
the working of the system, leading to tlie supposition, that the aggregate of 
punishment would have diminished in a like proportion. It will be sufficient to 
refer generally to these documents. A despatch, however, ofthe 13th December, 
1835, (Pari, pap., p. iii. (1) p. 150), is too irapartBut to be omitted. In that 
despatch, his lordship observes as follows : — The more agreeable part of this 
report must be the extraordinary revolution which has taken place all over the 
island, with particular exceptions, in the mutual feeling of master and apprentice." 
" There has sprung up a spirit of confidence, which I hope, may be nurtured, 
and I think it will." And again, in a despatch, dated the 1st of January, 1836, 
(Pari, pap., p. iii. (1) p. ioi ), bis lordship, referring to the impression produced 
in his own mind, ever since the last summer, by tlie official reports from different 
parts of the island, of a gradual improvement, observes as follows : — " I also 
rejoice in the present state of things, because 1 am persuaded, that the j)l,iaters 
have become aware of the perilous comeqmnci>s of harshness: thev hai^e lost tiieir 
former habits of dominion, and I think, I aru not deceived in saving, that with a 
few very obstinate exceptions, a totallv ditferent mnuner of treatment of the 
apprentices, which promises the happie'st result, has been adopted. However 
ignorant are the apprentices, thsy are perfectly sensible to their altered condition, 
and were so from the commencement. Finding new, that they are eftVctuallv 
protected, they ate not so anxious to maintain in all their strictness, their newly- 
acquired rights, and very few complaints indeed, are made bv them against their 
masters. In like manner, they know that the law will be enforced against them, 
and they give but few causes of serious complaint in compariso;i to wiiat they did' 
at the commencement of the new system." 

The favourable opinion thus formed in tlie mind of Lord Sligo from the im- 
proved feeling of the planters, conveniently assuimd by them at a period im- 
mediately preceding the Parliamentary Inquirv info the" Apprenticeship Srstem, 
appears to have been sufficiently dispelled by the circumstances which after .rda 
occasioned his resignation : and his o])inion is now referred to, only fcr the 
purpose of showing the small degree of reliance that can be placed on official 
despatches cf this description. This will be best seer, by reference to tiio official 
monthly returns of punishment during the period in <piestion ; from whidi it will 
appear, that during the lirst two months of the second year of the aoprenticoship 
(vide Pari, pap., p. iii. (2 ) p. 408) the nuinb',?r of punishments was t)',.-^24, showinc^ 
an increased ratio of recorded punishment over the monthly average of the pas^t 
year of more than double its amount. And ;he lowest monthly record of punish- 
ments during this period is 2321, which, taken as the average of the whole year 
would still make an increase of 2493 punishments over tJie a-rgregate ofthe past yoar! 
While the sum total of punishments for the ten months "in question, amounts to' 
33,022, being 7G27 cases above the entire aggregate of the past year. Showing 
an increasing ratio of punishment upon the whole of the year, of more than one 
half. And yet these returns are now quoted as indications of a totally differc-nt 
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manner of treatment of tlie apprentices, promising the happiest results ; and as 
proofs of their efficient i)rotection. May they not be rather adduced as instances 
of the practical operation of the following erroneous instruction, contemporaneously 
issued by the Governor to Special Magislraies, namely: — 

" As corporal punishment has much diminished in this island, so much so, as 
indeed to render it probable that ere long it will be possible, without injury, to 
dispense with it entirely, as has been done in other islands, you will substitute for 
it, in every possible case, other description of punishments ; you will, in all cases, 
give the estates, when possible, the advantage of it, inasmuch as the ofFon<>3 is in 
general to its detriment."* 

BAllDADOES. 

The official return of punishments in this Colony, from the 1st August, I83i, 
to the 31st July, 1835, amounts to 7786, of which, 1742 were corporal, and the 
remaining 6044 were punishments of other descriptions . 

In a despatch from the Governor, dated 21st August, IBS.?, (Pari, pap., p. iii. (2) 
p. 1) which accompanied this return, he remaiks, that the amount is " sufficiently 
frightful but pledges his unceasing exertions to the abolition, as far as possible, 
of that system of coercion. 

This frightful amount of punishment, however, so far from being diminished in 
the next succeeding ten months, over which the printed returns extend, becomes 
much more excessive : the aggregate for this period being 10,204, or 2478 more 
than the entire aggregate of the jnist year, and showing a nearly double ratio of 
punishment for the second year. 

MONTSERRAT. 

The official return of punishments in this .small Colony, from the 6t'.i August, 
1834, to the 20th August, 183.5, amounts to 1034, being .^bout one in five of tho 
entire negro population, (Pari, pap., p. iii. (2) p. 311.) And, although in the official 
returns for the six montJis occurring between 1st November, 1835, and 31st JNIay, 
1836, evidence of a gradual decrease within that period appears, vet the aggregate 
of that period still amounts to 532 cases, which is more than half the sum total of 
the preceding year. 

ST. CHRISTOPHERS. 

In this Colony, .symptoms havino- been exhibited by the negroes of an intention 
not to work without wages, the isiand was placed for a short time under martial 
law. It is probably on this account, and in consequence of the sevorities which 
followed, that the returns of punishment for the first year are not printed with 
those of the other Colonies. 

The official return, however, from Jst September, 1833, to 31st May, 1836, 
appears in the Pari, pup., p. iii. (2) p. 331 ; and maybe supposed to present the most 
favourable period in regard to punishment. It amounts to 3314 cases, being 
about one in four of the whole negro population j and that, in the short space of 
about nine months. If the aggregate of the past year exceeded this proportion, it 
may be presumed, that very few apprentices in the whole island can have 
escaped punishment. Thisj hov/evor, is now to be considered a satisfactory 
progress. 

NEVIS. 

The printed returns of punishment in this Colony (Pari. j)ap., p. iii. (2) p. 432) 
as in St. Christophers, extend only from the 1st Septembei , 18.35, to 31st May, 
1830, and allow of no comparison between the aggregate of the two first years of 
the apprenticeship, 

VIRGIN ISLANDS. 

The official re';irns of punishments d{ this small Colony (Pari, pap., p. iii. (2) 
pp. 347 — 352/ :iot only suppose a comparatively lenient administration there ; 
but show ;\u actual decrease during the first eiglit months of the second year of 
the apprenticeship. 

DOMINICA. 

Tiie official returns of punishments in this Colnnv are too incomplete to allow 
of a comparison betu e'^n tho aggregator of difiVrent periods. 
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It aiay, liowever, be reiiiarlied, that on oae estate \n this colony, on which thevo 
are onli/ Jiftii-seven apprentices, no less than shti^-thiee piuiishments tvere injlicted in 
one month.* Governor Darling, in endeavouring- to account for this enormous 
amount of punishment, attributes it to the bad conduct of the munager ; thus it 
would appear, that in this case, (and it may be fcnued in a lar|j;e jiroportion of tho 
apprenticeship punishments throut^hout the colonies) the ill-conuuct of a manuger 
is visited by heavy inflictions of punishment on the wretched apprentices. 

ST. VINCENT. 

The official return of punishments in this Colony from the 1st August, 1631, 
to the 1st August, 18o;>. (Pari. pap. partiii. (y)p. 370.) amounts to 27fj4 cases. 

Ditto for nine following nonths, (p. 586.) .... UfJBy. 

Exhibiting a double amount of punishment over a coresponding period of tho 
preceding year. 

GIIENADA. 

The official return of punishments in this Colony from the 1st August, 18;M, to 
the 31st of .Tuly, 1835, (Pari. pap. part iii. ('J) p."3}).5..> amounts to ^]t>(5 cases. 

Ditto for nine following months, beginning with September, (p. 35)7) i'OJH?. 

Exhibiting nearly double the amount of punishment over a corresponding 
period of the past year. An increase which is aftenipfed to be exjilained by an 
alleged necessity of punishing in some instances whole gangs together 

TODAGO. 

'J he official return of punishments in t.his Colony from the 1st August, iUJ l-, to 
the.SOth of ..'une, 1835, a period of eleven months, (Parl.paj>. part iii.(l) p. 413,) 
amounts to .... . ...... 880 cases. 

Ditto, but incomplete, from 1st August, 1835, to jlst ."Slay, IHoti, 
a period of only ten months, (p. 43i^.) ...... I;r'i3. 

Shewing a double amount of punishment over a corresj ni.ding period of tho 
preceding year. 

BAHAMAS. 

The official return of punishments in that vlololy from the 31st .Ifily, 1 834, 
to tJie 1st October, 133.), (Pari, pap. j)",. t iii. ("2) p. .■j3<)) junounts to 7u8 ta.,es, 
Ditto from 1st October, JB3o, to ist April, 183(3. (|). .'.17.) . t"-"-'. 
Shewing a decrease of punishmeni in iiie latter j)eriod. 

HONDURAS. 

'J"he official return of punishments in this anomalous (Josony is vevv incom- 
[dete ; but iuferencn may be drawn that they are on the decrease. Tho punish- 
ments, however, which arc chiefly, as in other Colonies, fur disobeilience, appear 
to be verv severe. 

TRINIDAD, (a citowN cotosv.) 
The official returns of punishments in this Colony are too incom[>lete to allow of 
anv accurate comparison between the aggregates of tho tirsf. and second year of 
the ai>[)renticeship, 

ST. LUCIA, (a CUDWN COLONY.) 

The official returns of punishments in thii-; Colony from the 1st of August, 
liJ34, to tho ;Ust July, 183j, ( Pari. pap. part. iii. ('2) p. 478.) amount to 

778 cas«s. 

Ditto from 1st August, 183.3, to 31a!: May, 103(), a period of only 

1.') months, (p. 4U7.) 1103. 

Exhibiting nearly a double amount of purn-.hment in the second year. 

CAPE OF GOOD nOPK, (a rnowv com-nv.) 
The official returns of ])unishinents in this Coluuy have l)0('n prii!te<l only for 
tlie first year of th(> apj)ienticeship. Somo few bpc-cimens of ajiprenlice.ship 
oftences, with their respective punishments, will be seen hereafter. 

MAL IIITICS, (a fjEiouN- coi.onv.) 
The rebellious conduct of this Colony, naturally suggested the probahiiity 
that its laws would exhibit the most flagrant violations of the Iniperial .Vet ; and 
that tho piHctical operation of the aj)j)ren(iceship system thtre, would bo propor- 
tionably oppressive, 

*■ .Sue i)iirlianiC!itary iinjiers, jmn iii. v .'.' ;■. 1!H. 
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In point of fact, the iaws of this island have been so objectionable as lor the most 
part to occasion their disallowance by the Home Government. But it would not 
be uninstvuctive, did space admit, to examine the various documents wliich have 
been published in the Parliamentary Papers on this subject, for the purpose of 
shewing how undisguisedly the selfish principles of colonial cultivators have been 
diifclosed by the bolder or less politic planters of this Colony. 

On the working of the apprenticeship system, and the amount of punishment in 
this Colony, a few extracts from the despatches of Sir William Nicolay, the Go- 
vernor, may he quoted. 

In a despatch, dated the 3rd Jtily, 1835, Pari. pap. part iii. (2) p. 216.) he 
»)bserves. that " the compiaint» preferred by apprentices against their masters, 
SiJivft been very few indeed : and the cases of insubordination and misconduct on 
1 he part of the apprentices, appear even /e«;e»- than was to have been expected, 
considering the notion entertained by many of them, that when slavery was 
declared to be extiiict, they were not obliged to work any longer." 

In a despatch, however, dated the SSrd April, 183<i, Pari. pap. part iii. (2) 
p. •i.il.) referring to the official retuni of punishments, for the past year, (pre- 
viously sent, but which in fact comprises only eleven months), he admits the 
hu geness of that amount, and attempts to explain it, by stating, that it was in part 
iiwiiig to the incorrigible character of certain harciene«l offenders, who had been 
vt poatedly punished. 

1 lit? official return in question, p. 24r3, which extends from thelastday of January, 
la.' J, f<v the 1st of January, 1.836,— amounts to 13,0o9 cases, of which 6769 
were punishments by fiogghig, the apprentice population consisting of something 
i.nore than (iO,000 persons. From which it appears, that an aggregate of punish- 
liients, equal to mort? than a fourth of the whole apprentice population had 
t con inflicted in that short period; and moreover, tLst above cue half of those 
puni.shnients hud been by iSogging. 

'J ho cau ' of this enormous amount of punishment, mny perhaps be partly found 
in the general snstracfions issued by the governor to the special magistrates, at the 
connnencementof the apprenticeship system ; wherein, after affirming that idleness, 
drunkenntss-, and theft are the conspicuous defects of negro character, he incul- 
cates on the special magistrates the necessity of *' the most prompt and energetic 
repression of all disposition to idleness and emphatically recommends the 
practii:e of comniuting imprisonment by extra labour in the service of the employer 
lor tlie purpose, among other things, of encouraging habits of indttstry. 

Yet tiightfiii as the amount of punishment appears for the first eleven months 
of the apprcnticesliij) in this colony, the return of the next succeeding month 
(iinuiely) Jiunn-ry, I8oG), the only suhsequeut return yet printed, exhibits an 
iticreasiiij.: riifio. The return for :hat month, being 1882 cases, whereas the average 
nioiitiilv jeliirn of the preceding period was only 1186. And if the January 
velum !;e taken as an average of the whole of the following year, on aggregate 
•vvill );e j.resented of lo,0B4 cases, being very nearly in the proportion of one in 
three ot the entire ai)prentice population as stated in the last return. 

J he nature of the official return of punishment from the various colonies, sub- 
sccjuent to the periods above quoted, is not known ; but assuredly, so far as the 
l Atracts already selected and jiublished by the Colcnitd Office, furnish evidence 
on the subject; no satisfactory proof of a mitigation and softening of spiiit 
on the parUif the planters, as was asfjfjnied by the Parliamentary Committee, can be 
discovered. On the contrary, with the exception of two or three small colonies 
only, the official returns of' punishment, whicii even during the first year of the 
apprenticeship, were thought " sufficiently frightful," exhibit, during the second 
year, an ajipalling increase- To what then can the public attribute the rumours 
of improvement, which of late have been so generally circulated, but to the anxious 
desire cf interested parties to shield the ap])rsnticeship system from an cdium 
and a condemnation which properly belong to it. 

In the incititinu' the preceding extracts sufficiently raaniffest what slight cre- 
dciice is to be given to the opinions and stnltments of Colonial functionaries 
«.n t!;e. h iiif nt operation of the prcfrent svstem ; contradicted as those statenienls 
4ti;d opiFii'. T.s Iiiive iiiuiost unii'ormlv b(en during the first two years of the jij-jmn- 
(itts-liipv I'V the cilieini itturns, they tliemselves h;ivc t'linii^hed. 
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iNOTES AND OBSERVATIONS. 
* Females Pumsued. — In Jamaica and liarbadoes, the women as well as the 
nipn nre sentenced to the Treadmill, are flogged with the Cat, and it is believed, 
that in several of the smaller Colonies the same practice is also followed. In 
iiarhadoes, St. Kitt's, and Dominica, women have been sentenced to whipping. 

t Otiii K Pl NisHMENTs. — Such as Hard Labour — Penal Gang, and to be worked 
in Iron Collars and Ciiaiiis — E.xtra Labour to Estates — Tread-mill — Stocks — Dark 
(.'ells — Imprisonment — .'Solitary Confinement — Imprisonment at night — Fines, &c. 
lvc, and, in a mult'tiide of cases, several of these various modes of punishment 



acfiininlatcd on the same individual for one offence. 

r>Auinr)()i s. — No! k'.-is ;li;<ii nineteen vhole gangs in one district in this Colony 

and some of (lie .sfiitences 



1: !• I ht'cn .'^'■ni(.'!Ki'<; i i rxtr;> lahour at the same time 
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oi imprisuiiincrit «xteiid to six months ami thirty-nine irts^iea. In several smuller 
Colonies llin same practice prevails. 

IjUitish Gl'iana. — I\Ianyot{'e?ices committed by appie>:?iticed labourers of a petty 
character, instead of beiu};; adjudicated by speciai justices are sent before tha 
inferior criminal court, where the almost invariably punishment c dered to be 
inflicted, is Hogging. These do n';t itppiear in the forfigoing table. 

IjiirvAOA. — in this Colony, asi wt41 as in Barbadoes, whole gangs have been 
KCfitenced to extra labour. 

St. Lucia. — The Pillory, in addition to oilier modes of punishment, is called 
into action in this Colony, and apprenticed labourers are sentenced to it for four, 
five, or six hours per diem, for several successive davs. 

Nevis. — During the first year of the apj)renticesiiip, there were 107 men and 
178 women punisiied, but the returns tor that period are not given with sufficient 
accuracy to proportion the corporeal punishment ; they are, therefore, loft out of 
the above list. 

Sr. Vincents. — In addition to the number of punishments inserted above, there 
were ; -t77 men and 1287 women punished during the first year of the apprentice- 
ship, but as their punishments are not specified they cannot be given in the table. 

Cape of Goon Hope. — The returns from this Colony are so defective, that no 
further information can be given from them, than that the 1140 cases noticed 
received punishment by whipping, imprisonment. Lard labour, stocks, &c 

IMoNTsruRAT. — Tliere are no returns of the amount of j)unishment intlicted in 
this Colony for the months of August, September, October, and December, 1835. 

TiuNinAD. — It appears that the records of punishment aflecting four ji?dicial 
districts, comprising a population of 8510 appreutic«d labourers, are lost; in the 
returns for the three msnths which are given, eighty-five negroes were punished 
with the lash, and lOi' negroes in other ways. 

Do.MiNiCA. — For ten months of the above period returns of punishments were 
made from two special justices only, although tiu^y were during the other months 
usually made by six ; it follows, therefore, that tha amount of punishments inserted 
in the above table for this Colony is very much below that which was inflicted. 

ToBAGo. — During two months of the above period, the fourth special Justice 
made no return. 

N,B. — No return of lashes inflicted on the treadmill is included in this statement. 

Comparison of Piinisiiinents on Em})loyers and Apprentices. 

The returns of fines uiflicted on owners and managers, are extremely incom- 
jdete ; in fact, from the commencement of the apprenticeship system up to the 
present time, the only complete returns laid before Parliament on this subject, are 
for the first five months of 1836 — and these from Jamaica only — but scanty as 
they are, they will serve to substantiate tiie complaints made of the utter wrnt of 
reciprocity in the jiunishmonts inflicted on the ap])rentice and on the employer 
under the ajiprenticeship law. The following is, 

Ahstr',;vi of t'lc flues inflicted on the owner.s or nianayers oj' estates 

ifi ./(uiiidai for the flr.^t fire montliN ^>/' IfV^G." '■■ T lie fines are reckoned 

in rurrencij, l>einy three-fij'tlis of the sum ster/iny; they go entirely into 

the Puh/ie Treasury. 

Conii)laiiils. . I'iiietl. •^niount of l ines. 



Illegal imprisonment ini ^ 
dark cells, from twenty-four: J- -jf' 1 10s. to L'Os. 
hours to six days \ } I 

Assaults combined withl ~\ ' 
false imprisonment, be.al-i C|j| '-p] (o £."> 
ing, switching, maliciously' 
killing stock, iVc. 

\^'ithholding allowances, 
neglect in sickness, non- 
performance of cotnract.not 
allowing days, clothing, 
and grounds. Working il-i 
legal hours. Cruelty audi 
oppression, &c.i- ' J 



). -26 



£1 to £6. 

Total amount of fines, currency £-400 If* 
Or less than £250 sterling. 



• \ l>.u!i;iir.(niia;v Tapprs, .••?.<<«■. la'/i, \o. In.")— II. p. 
' rnrli.uiiiiUary I'ai ' W'f. No. Ill — Jl, pp. C'.''H. MO. M: 



AFFKNUSX I, I'LM&miKNT.-'. Ill 

Want of room preveata our friving a ^itaier.icnl in lU'tail of t!ie above complaints 
and fines, but by way of sj.'vcimen w<' subjoin tbe fVw extracts following-, viz., 
Punishmeaw, on Overseers, &c. 

Currency. 

18S6. £. r. d. 

January 15. For beating an apprentice who bad neglected his work . . 10 0 
The ajrj^rieved apprentice was at the Siime time sen- 
tenced to a sivitching an<] to a week on the tread -mUl 
13. Inattention to a female in a hot-house (particulars not 

stated, but doubtless extraordinary.) o 0 0 

21. Shooting- apprentice's hogr, and appropriatintf the body .. 1 0 0 

Tbe fine was in this instance paid to the apprentice, 
this, however, must have been with the consent 
of the otTender. 

23. Imprisoning a female beyond twenty-four hours, and after- 

wards confining; her in a cell ; period not mentioned . . 'J 10 0 

'29. Administering piiysic with violence 'J 0 () 

February 1. Illegally confining a female in a house of correction .... I 0 0 
The discipline of -.hese places is well known. 

10. Locking up a married woman without cause, period not 

mentioned 2 0 0 

19. Refusing to send assistance to a -woman in child-birth . . 'JO 0 
A charge of imprisonment was made at the same time, 
but not established. 

22. Continually working gsH^ after four o'clock 0 lo 0 

24. Switching an apprentice, by a master, without the magis- 

trate's sanction 2 0 0 

Is the magistrate's sanction ever given in such cases '; 

IMfirch 3. Not giving proper allowance 2 dollars 

— . Imposing task-ivork, the coio.plainants (two women wIjo 
were compelled to labour from Thursday morning to 
ten A. M. on Saturday, through the day and night, 

carrying trash while the mill was about 3 0 0 

lask-uork had not been inflicted or cruelty proved 
this extension of labour would not liave been 
punishable at all. 
I , Beating a female, and not giving her clotliiiig, house, or 

grounds, &c 5 0 0 

24. Switching an apprentice 0 10 0 

29. Neglecting an apprentice when locked up 1 0 0 

April 1. Not providing medical aid 0 10 0 

6. ^'■'''orking gang beyond time , 0 10 0 

42. Neglect during sickness 2 2 8^ 

(Probably the doctor's bill) 

13. Destruction of property, (value not stated) 2 0 0 

IG. Beating with a stick . .' 0 10 0 

May 10. Refusal to allow days, and false imprisonment, (period 

not stated) " i lo o 

11. Refusal to pay a ueek^s wages for extra labour, the 

apprentice a female, being charged with insolence and 

alnence 0 10 0 

The woman was at the same time sentenced to six 
daifs hard labour, whether under the discipline of 
the tread-mill, or for the benefit of the master, is 
not stated ! i ! 

Any comments on such trivial punishments, for gross violations cf the Imperial 
Act, appear to be needless. But it must be added, that the remaining hope of the 
aggrieved parties obtaining compensation, by an appeal to the Supreme Courts of 
.Tamaica, has proved to be utterly futile. Even the application of a sjjecinl justice 
to the Supreme Courts on their behalf, as will be afterwards seen, has been deemed 
in that Colony, to be a nuisance," 
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will now toiu,>aro oft'cnci s of ovvui r.; ;iml luunatieiN, ami tlieir slight 
punishaientSj — with tli« oft'«iw:es and buui.sliiiiem.s of the a])prentices. 

For this purpose it would have been more satisfacJory had wo been able to 
furnish a list from eacb Colony : — but the returns printed in the Parlisunentary 
Papers in general, give only the total amount or the average of punishments, 
omitting the specific offences for which they have been inflicted ; fortunately, 
however, for the purpose of illustration, the returns from the Cape of Good Hopo 
imd Honduras are exceptions to ihe general practice, and they furnish us with 
somci specific statements, as to these particulars. — From those returns, v.e are 
consequently enabled to make a few selections, which may be presumed to 
exhibit a fair specimen of apprenticeship oflences and punishments throughout 
the Colonies. They are as follows : 

Cape of Good Hope:. 
Vide Parliamentary Papern, Scs.s\ 1830, No. 106 
For Insolence 



Drunkenness 



Disobedience 



Negligence 



Making unfounded oomplaiuts 



Connivance at waste of Property 
Losing property 



Men 
W omen 
IMen 



Women 
Men 

Women 
Men 



Women 
Men 



Women 
Men 



Endangering property . . , . 
Filthiness in cooking .... 
Feigning sickness and exciting disobedience 



II, pp. o49, r>on. 

10 to SO lashes, occasionally with 

the stocks. 
7 to oO da)'s imprisonment, and oc- 
casionally the stocks. 
G days confinement — One monf'iV, 
hard labour, 10 to 30 lashes, and 
stocks. 

7 to "0 days imprisonment. 

15 to 30 lashes — One month's hard 
labour and 30 lashes. 

7 to 30 days imprisonment. 

10 to 30 lashes — One month's im- 
prisonment with hard labour and 
30 lashe*. 

7 to 30 days imprisonment, 

10 to 30 la'sliss — 7 to 30 days con- 
finement witJi hard labour and 2.'» 
to 30 lashes. 

7' to 30 days imprisonment and 
stocks. 

15 lashes. 

1 month's imprisonment and h;ir(i 

labour, and 30 lashes. 
15 lashes. 

3 days confineixieiit. 
25 day!) imprisonment withliard la- 
bour, and 25 lashes. 



JTondfa'GS. 
Parl'uimentarij Papers, Sean. 18.30, Xo. 100- 



-U,pp. 497, 409. 



Drunkenness 



Disobedience 



Men 
U'omen 



Contumacious ditto 



1 week's imprisonment, 15 stripes. 
7 days imprisonment on plantwins 
and water. One week's i.njn ison- 
ment and stocks. 
Men 14 days to I month's imprisonment 
and stocks — Or one week's in'- 
prisonment and 15 to 3'J st.ri])os, 
and fed on plantains and water. 
Women 3 days to 1 month's imprisonment, 
bread and water. One month's 
solitary confinement and 12 times 
in the stocks, 2 hours each time. 
Men One month's imprisonment and 

twice 24 stripes. 
Women One month's imprisonment and six 
times six hours in the stocks. 



Al'PEXDlX 1. — PHiSOV IHSrU'JTNK. W'A 

]nsubi)nlin;i*ian .... Men Tv. o months impri.-ioiiniont. ;ui(J } 

f .stiiiios. 

\'agrtl)ondism 'I'iiiee \v?eks impriscKnment and l-'i 

rtU-ipes. 

TliP! j>ropoition which oilViices of them \imu<. bear to the aggreg'ato of ofteno»'.-< 
jiunisiiod, will be irifcrrod fi(jiii the iih.straci of roturns in Jarniiica, from wliicii il 
will be seen, that diirin<^ tho first year of the apiirenticeship in tliut colony, tht'i(> 
were no fewiT tlian '^,')o'' j)nnishn\ent.s inflic+ed for comphiiiit.>5 of insolenco — (>/)..' ! 
for disobudienco, and ll,8.">o punishments for negk'ct of duty. And, great as 
lhe.se numbers are. and onornious as is the total amount of punishments shewn iii 
tlie general table on a precedinf; page, it must bo borne in mind, that the apprt ii- 
tice is still amenable to the general law of tlte (Jolony* for any offence of a graver 
character ; a responsibility which, in the case of uppresitices, the sapreme couiis 
have shown no indisposition to enforce. 

The penalties inflicted on employers, under the Slave system, will be seen bv the 
following extract from the Analysis of the Jamaica Acts. Vide Appendiv to Ilnjm-t 
of the Parliinuentary Committee on Xegro Apprenticeship, ixs follows: A comparison 
of the provisions of this clause, with the Stave CWf;, will show the inferiority of the 
present law, in respect to penalties and securities., 'I'he Slave Code, sec. 12, awarded 
a certain penalty of £5, tor neglect of clothing ; .sec. l.'J, compelled tlie master to 
make oath once a year, that he hadsupjdied sufficient clothing, provision grounds, 
and time, or ample provision in lieu thereof, under a j)enalty of £20, for refusing the 
oath, or neglecting the dntif ; sec. 14, 15, gave a summary remedy, to the exttfut 
of £'■^0, for abstraction, by the muster, of the slave property ; sec. 30, inflicted 
a Hne of .£100, or twelve months' imprisonment, for cruelly whipping, imprisoning, 
or maltreating a slave, in addition to damages at law ; and in atrocious cases, tho 
slave was to be liberated, and £10 per annum for life allowed him by the pari.sh ; 
and sec. 31, 33, enacted that prosecutions and actions, in such cases, should be at 
tlie expense of the parish ; and, in the mean time, the slave was to be removed 
from the custody of the master." 

•* If such puiii.-sliments as these, when tho master had a more permanent interest 
in the services of the countr^s proved insufficient," ilje Committee observes, " it 
cannot be imagined, tiiat the slight and uncertain pcnaltie.s ordhiarily inilictei! 
under the apprenticeship laws, will bo of much avail." 

Prison I)iscij)linc. 

The evidence from Jamaica on this subject is very inijtortant, IH' an Ac! 
passed in that Colony immediately before the coming into operatidu of (lie Aboli- 
tion Act, and made commeusu.ate with the apprenticeship .system, the uncon 
trolled and exclusive jurisdiction of gaols, houses of correction, hospitals, and 
asylums is vested in tlie h>cal niagistniles, who not only possess a specilic ]iowt'i- 
of inflicting persnnni correction on the inm.ates ofthe.se places, but li!cewi.-,o (lej)ute 
or connive at the exercise of the same po^ver by superiors and otiior oliiciais, 
nnder pretext of breach of ]»rison discipline, and as a stimulus to prison labour. 
By the 22nd section of the second Jamaica Abolition Act, again, a power is given 
to the special magistrate to commit an apprentice, for any aj)prenticeship oilence 
whatever, to the house of correction. 

It is a singular fact, connected with tliis part of the apprenticeship hnv, and 
with the different appropriation of these places of confinement, '• thai the V.)tU 
section of the Act regulnliiig gaols and workiiouses, gives a .summarv janver of 
j)unishing or removing a gaoier v/lio shall liave been convii ted o!' iinj)ruper con- 
duct ; but does not extend it to keepers of workhouses. ]\' ou', 111 tiie former — tin? 
gaol — no prisoners are ever confined, except by sentenio of a sujterior court: 
while, to the other — the workhouse — all apprentices, or persons suspected of 
being so, are sent either for detention or punishment. Thus, it appears, that in 
the latter case, where alone there is reference to apprenticeship, no jirovision is 
made to punish cruelty and oppression, except through the intervention of an 
expensive j)rocc.ss," which exj)t:rience Jias shewn, after all, to be utterly unavailing. 
It will not be matter of surjirise, that virtually irre.sponsible power thus intrusted 
to the lowest menials should h;ive been gi-eallv abu.:-ed. 
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Ti)<'.s(? pkcos liavp, in fact, boon clearly proved to he dens of pollution, oiitra<;'<', 
and criH'lty. It nppoars from tho {-vicleiice of Mr. Russell, confidential clerk 
to l.oni Sli;>o, (vide question a'iOB.) that so far back as the year (he 
onorniilios practised in many of these houses of correction had been oflicially 
r('port(Hl to I he Governor, who was, nevertheless, wholly precluded from interft-'rin^' 
hy the exclusive authority reserved, as already stated, to tlie local mag^istracy. 

It a}>jiear.s, moreover, that tho oflicial Act of seeking legal redress for thene 
enormities was construed to be, and was actually presented by one of the granil 
juries of Jamaica (whose presentment was afterwards approved by the supreme 
court,) as a public mdsnnce. (V^ide Pari, pap., part iv. p. 136.) 

i\nd it further nppears. that the most urgent appeals of the Governor to the 
House of Assembly, for the purpose of procuring tlie amendment of a law which 
connives at, and tolerates these shameful proceedings has altogether failed of 
eifect. (Vide Parliamentary Papers in explanation, c. p. .'>!.) 

For the details of these outi-ages, reference must be again made to the Report 
on Negro Apprenticeship. ( Vide Jenkin's case in <iuestion 3541, ser/.and to the 
Parliamentary Papers, vide intemlia part iv. ]). 12.';>, et seq.) 

It may be stated, however, as a specimen of tho abominations practised in the 
workhouse of St. John's, discovered by Mr. E. ]). Baynes, the special justice, 
that the prisoners in that case were half slaried by the supervisor ; and that 
excessive cruelties took place in chaining sick people- ; it was sworn, moreover, 
tliat a poor apprentice was actually Jl'>ggf(i on an open iiiceruled sore in order to 
make his sufferings greater. The bills in these cases,?neverth2less, were thrown 
out by the Jamaica Grand Jury! ! 

The atrocious and degrading treatment of females in houses of correction will be 
considered under a subsequent division. 

But this note cannot conclude without more particular reference to the great 
instrument of torture in these places of confinement — namely, the tread-mill — u 
horrible machine which is unsparingly ap])lied to both sexes ; and, in many cases, 
without the slightest regard to ago, sickness, or infirmity. Tlie following is a 
description of an instruineut of this kind, as given by an eye-witness. 

" 'J'he tread-mill, also, is a machine of dreadful construction. It is so great a 
height from the ground, that the prisoners ascend a rude ladder to a sort of plat- 
foriD, from which they step on the mill. They are then strapped to tlie beam 
above the mill, and the platform is removed. If they are unable to keep the step, 
they hang by the wrists, and i\r-3 liable to sustain tlie most serious injuries from 
the' mill revolving- against their breasts and legs. Thova was no machinery to 
regulate its speed. ^ 

" TIk^ tread-null at this workhouse is a cylinder about eight feet in diameter, 
with broad steps. Tho handrail above it has eiglit pair of straps fastened to it, 
with which the wrists of the ])risonors are always secured. The board under the 
rail descends perpendicularly, and not in a slojnng direction, towards the mill, 
and does not, therefore, ailbrd them the slightest protection when tliey lose the 
stej), and hang by the wrists- In tliat case, tho sharp steps of the mil!, which 
jiroject twelve o/fifteen inches from tlio cylinder, must revolve against the bodies 
and legs of the prisoners with torturing ellect. Such are the faults in the con- 
struction of the mill, and the results are such as may have been anticipated. 
Every step is stained v.n.th blood, both recent and old ; the former being that of 
the [ioor old woman whom the dof)uty mentioned to us. It had been shed so 

profuselv, that even the sand oii the iloor was thickly sprinkled with it. 

* * * ■ •■* 

" Two mixed gangs of men and women were put upon it during our stay ; the 
latter had no suitable dress, and were, therefore, liable to be indecently exposed. 
The lover, by which the speed of the wheel is regulated, was held the whole time 
by tho driver, who sometimes relaxed his hold Vor a few seconds, which made it 
revolve with such rapidity, as to throw all the prisoners off. It is thus evident, 
that the punishment mavbo increased beyond endurance at his caprice. Nearly 
ail tlie prisoners v.-ore dreadfully exliiuistod at the end of fifteen minutes."* 

I hf West Iruiies in 183" : .loiinial of a Visit, &c. by .l\)Seph Sturge aivd Thomas Ilarvty. 
PiiMislu'd by Ilaniilton nnd Co., Paiernoiter P.ow. 
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APPENDIX K. 
Unnecessary restraints, and imprisonment for sale custody. 

Any coniirmaUou of tli« opinion already expressed vespectiag tlie niischieviius 
character of this portion of apprenticesliip law, mi^ht seem to he .suiierlUioi.is. Yvl 
with a view to tlie salislacticn of certain inind;>, accustomed in all cases to require 
Official autliority siiid }>oshive proof, it liiay be proper to quote the testiruoiiy of 
each succeedin^u; Colonial Secretary, to the injustice of the regulations now coni- 
jdanied of, and to add a few official extracts exhibitin;^ the practical niiscliiefs in 
•juestion. It would, indeed, be very difficult lo over-estimate these iniscluei's, 
which strike directly at the root of the Imperial enactment, and tf;nd to frustrate 
its express and peculiar object — which are, moreo r, not only injurious to t!ie 
plainest principles of sound jiolicy, hut repugnant uo the priiiuiry tmd inalienable 
rights of human society. 

it may be remarked, that the apprenticeship is founded on a distrust of the 
princip'le of free labuur as ujiplied to the case of emancipated slaves. It supposes 
some peculiiirily in their case, justifying a dejiarture from ordinary rules. Hence 
it provides a mixed economy of labour, partly comriulsory, and partly free. Of the 
possibility of compcdiing- labour there was no (juestion, the exj)erinient was to he 
made of the use lo which the negro would voluntarily apply his own tinie. Every 
fair inducement, therefore, to the projier employment of this time became in the 
highest degree iuiporiant; and every unnecessary discouragement upon, or in- 
fringement of the profitable use of this time, was to be considered as u deliberate 
attempt to frustrate the only purpose for which this anomalous and rej>ulsive system, 
could pretend to be justifiable. The charge now made against Colonial llegulations 
and Practices, under this head, is, that such attempts have been commonly made, 
and that the particular infringements now complained of, are part of a general 
system of cncroachmont upon the time and labour of the apprentices, in direct 
violation of the s])irit ar»d intention of the aj)preuticeship scheme. 

In the observations previously offered on the subjects of" Labour" and " Pro- 
vision Grounds" the indirect operation of this miscliievous principle of encroach- 
ment, has been already noticed. In the article on " Puiu'shrnents," the same 
principle has been shown to lurk beneath the substitution of penal labour for 
corporal inflictions ; and in connexion with that subject, it might Jiave been 
further exposed, in the unfair selectior. of Uia apprentices' own day, for the trial of 
apprenticeship offences. But the princijde appears in its most undisguised form 
in thope unnecessary restraints upon locomotion, which form the subject of the 
present note ; and which, besides the injury they inflict upon domestic rights and 
obligations, as already stated, evidently place the extra time of the apjtrentices, 
specially reserved to him by the Imperial enactment for the experiment of free 
labour, at the employer's absolute disposal. 

The practical effect of this arbitrary power upon wages, has been to a great 
extent, to close the market for free labour; and to compel the industrious a[>pren- 
tice, on each estate, to accept his emjdoyer's own price, or in the language of some 
of the planters, " as much as the estate can afford.'' 'J'lie average amount of wages 
thus bestowed, apj)ears to be about one-half uf the current value of free labour. 
On the supposition, however, that no extra labour is required ui)on the estate to 
which the apprentice belongs, the restraint operates as a prohibition to extra 
labour altogether. 

Can any tiling be conceived more calculated to disassociate in the negro's mind, 
the kindred ideas of voluntary labour and adequate remuneration ; or to disincline 
him, botli noTF and hereafter, from voluntary labour in the service of his present em- 
ployer ? Yet the partial adoption of this restricted method of wages in the Colorties, 
tliough really involving in itself the utmost injustice and fraud, has been singularly 
relied upon by official authorities both abroad and at home, as proof of llm suc- 
cessful working of the present system. It undoubtedly proves, and that con- 
clusively (as admitted in the I'arliamentary Repoit) the general readiness of the 
negroes, even under the greatest disadvantages, to labour industriously on a 
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v'olunftiry princi|i]<>, but it rellof>ts, at the same time, tlio (^roatfst disoriMlil on ific 
authors of these arbilmry rp.;;u!ations, wliicL, if thoy have I'aiU'd to (lofont allo- 
^(!th((r t)io object of tiio aboiifion law, bavo nev*>rth(;less contrived to ileprive the 
ncgruf.s of a very large portion of tlie beneiit of their extra labours. 

The following extracts from Official Despatches will exhibit tlie sentiinenia of 
successive ('olonial Secretaries ou the various modes of restraint and injustice 
above considered. 

Krfmvt of a Despatch from .Mr. Secretary (now Lord J Stan fa/ to Sir 
a. F. fliUy Governor of Trinidad^ dated 'lUh May, IQ^Vi.— V'ide Furl. 
Papers, less. 1835, No. 27B— II, pp. 102, 194. 

" Ii is to be remembered, however, that in many societies of Christians, dis- 
senting from the Church of England, it is required by the established disci}>lino 
or jiracticG, that their members should meet togaiher for devotional exercises on 
the week-days. To interdict such observances to those who might wish to follow 
them, would, I think, bo at variance with the policy and princi])les by which 
i'arliament was guided in passing the Slavery Abolition Act. 

" The Council, moreover, propose to permit the apprenticed labourer to exercise 
the right of attending markets on Saturdays only. So far from apj^roving this 
additional restriction, I have, upon more mature consideration, arrived at the 
conviction, that the provision, even as originally framed, refj aires to b(! modiilpcl 
so as to afford the prasdial apprenticed labourer a greater degree of liberty during 
those hours which are not to be devoted to his employer, and with- this vievv I have 
proposed a considerable alteration in clause 4, chapter 7.'* 

'I'he original provision above referred to, fornjs part of the L'raft Order in 
(Jouncil seat out as a model to the Colonies, and which even previously to this 
alteration was much more liberal in its character than many of the existing 
Colonial regulations. 

Extract of a Despatch from Mr. Secreturi/ Sprimj Rice to the Governor of 
the Jiahamas, dated \{)th Jalij, 1834. — Vide Pari. Papers, Sess. 188o, 
A'o. 27ii~II, pp. 253—259. 

" The restrictions imposed on the apprenticed labourer by tlie 52nd section, 
apjiear to me to be objectionable in princi])le, and at variance both with the letter 
and the spirit of the Act of Parliament. 'i"o prevent the apprentice^ labourer 
fronj (juitting the limits of the ])lantation to which he is attached, without the 
leave of his emj)loyer, would jjreeUide the labourer from hiring out his leisure 
time to any one but his employer, not only is a species of monopoly of the 
labourer's voluntary services thus given to the em[)loyer, but the liberty of the 
labourer is still furslier inl>innod upon, and iin additional impediment to the free 
exercise of his industry is created bv the arbitrary regulations contained in this 
section, under which he is prevented from cultivating or even dealing in a great 
variety of articles. 

I am disposed to believe, that those provisions would go far to prevent tlie 
acquisition, by the negro, of those habits of voluntary industry which it was con- 
ceived by those who framed tue system of apprenticeship would be graduully but 
certainly introduced, and upon the attainment of which^ the future prosperity of 
the Colony entirely depends." 

t'lrtract of a Despatch from Mr. Secretary Sprimj Rice to Sir Lionel Smith, 
dated 21st August, ISSL—Vide Purl. PajJcrs, Svss. lGi}5, No. 178—11, 
p. 170. 

" The 78th clause of the Act, which is ado})ted in pursuance of the 4th 
section of chapter 7 of the Model Drat't, restricts within narrower limits than were 
originally contemplated, the right of the labourer to leave the estate to which 
ho may be attached. So far from approving of this additional restriction. His 
Majesty's Government, upon more mature consideration, arrived at the conviction, 
that the provision, even as originally framed, requires to be modified, so as to 
afford the pra'dial iuiprenticed la])Ourer a greater degree of liberty during thoso 
hours which are Tiot "to be devoted to his employer.-^. I recoumioiid, therefore, 
that ill the place of section 78 of the Act. the following clause should be sub- 
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st.ituU>4l; (namt'ly), Kvory laboiiifr found in any place tnoro than five miles distant 
from hia residence, except in his way to or fioni some place of jmblic worship, 
and not having with Iiiin a wiitftui [)ass for thai purpose from liis em plover, or 
fruia fh(3 special justice of tho district, sliall be liable to bo jippreiiended, and 
brought before n special Justice ; and unless such labourer shall make it ti]>p9;;r, 
to the satisfaction of such special justice, that he or she, when so found, was 
I'lnployed on his or Iior lawful occasions, such labourer shall be adjudged a vaga- 
bond, and punished accordingly. 

* ■ * * * 

" The 63rd section forbids the resort of apprenticed labourers desiring to 
prefer comjdaints to any j>erson except the special justice of the district. This 
exception should be made to extend to the Governor, as it is possible they may 
wish to complain to that functionary apiinst the decision of the special justice, or 
to repreyf'ut to bim griev;mces not falling under the cognizance of a special 
justice. 

" The 65th section of the Act authorizes the employer, at his own discretion, 
to imprison on the plantation, for 'i l hours, any labourer guilty or suspected of 
being guilty of any offence against the -Act, or the general law of the Islard. 

" Although I am well aware of the essential importance of preserving good 
order on the plantations, yet I cannot a])prove of this section in its present shajte ; 
for, notwithstanding- the improvement here contemplated is, doubtless, intend«^d 
as a precautionary, and not as a penal measure, yet it would almost intn'itably 
assume, in practice, tlie latter character, and would thus lead to a direct contraven- 
tion of the British Act, winch declares any Colonial Act void in so far aa it may 
authorize any employer to punish any apprenticed labourer for any offence by him 
or her committed or alleged to have been committed, by any jtersonal or other 
correction whatever." 

li.r tract of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Sir Lionel Smith, 
dated mh March, iii3o.~C Vide Pari. Pap, Setis. 1035, iVo. 278— 11. 
p. 34.; 

" 1 cannot for a moment doubt, that it was contemplated to preserve, during the 
apprenticeship, the conjugal, filial, and parental relations from any disruption, in 
so far as tliat object could be obtained by legal enactments." 

Extract of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Sir Lionel Smith., 
dated Ut April, 18.3G,~f Fjrft' Pari. Pup. Seu: 1835, 278— 11.^). 182.^ ' 

" The rules which forbid the a{)prenticed labourer to reside beyond the limits 
of the plantation, except by his employer's consent, or to (put it, even during his 
own leioure, except with ft written pass from th-3 employer, must prevent all free 
compoiition for wages, and must enable every planter to make his own terms 
with tJie labourers upon his estate for extra service. This, however, is opposed 
to the .spirit of the Act of Parliament. It is necessary that power should be given 
to the special magistrate, as well as to the employer, to license the residence of 
the labourer beyond the limits of the jdantation. The law must also he amended 
in such a niuiincr, as to I'^ave the labourer at liberty to resort, during his own 
leisure, to any place in which he can obtain honest and ])rofitable occuj)ation ; 
provided that it is not of such a nature or extent as to interfere v.-ith the per- 
formance of his prescribed duty on tlie estate to which ho may belong. 

It is an object of great im|>oriance, that the wliolo Colonial society should 
henceforth live under the same |'<'nal code, and that the growth of all i/ividious 
distinctions oftiiis nature, should be cliecked aL the lirst appearance." 

Ea traet of a Despatch from the Earl of Aberdeen to Sir R. D. Hill, 
Gox;crnor of St. Lucia, dated, d'h April, 1835. — (Vide Pari. Papers, 
Ses.y. 1835, No. 274^—11. />. 227. 

" No restraint should be placed on the apprentice proceeding to any place of 
public worshij), or to the public market, or to bis own place of abode, when 
beyond iii". limits of tlie estate, or to any neigbbouring })lace where he may have 
engaged himself to labour for hire, it being caiefuUy provided, that none of these 
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causes of ubsonce s-houl(i ha availablo iis a reason for the neglect of his appropnalc- 
duties, during the forty-live liours of weoklv *:ibouf; which are due l»v luw to thtr 
employer." 

E.vtraci of a Despatch Jhmi Lord (rleneJy to the Governor of Mauri liii-Sy 
(hit)id hut Mayy 1805. — (Vide FarL Papers, Se6-i;. 1835, pai-t ii. jS'o. 
278—1. p. 214. 

" The ordinance, (No. 3,) for amending the laws relative to runaway slaves, is 
disallowed by Hits Majesty for the same reajon. Independently of the motive 
which thus forbids the confirmation of this law, I would remark, that it is objection- 
able becauise it enables the employer to conline the pra:dial apprenticed labourer 
to tlie ]»lantation throughout the whole of every day : and would thus render it 
impossible for the apprentice to hire out his services during his own leisure, to 
any person who might be disi)osed to fiay the highest wages for them. It is at 
variance with the spirit of the Slavery Abolition Act, and of the subsidiary C)r(ier 
in Council, thus to secure to the employer a nionoj)oly of the extra services ox" his 
apprentice." 

Extract of a Defspatch from Lord Gleneh] to Sir Limiel Smith, dated lOfk 
June, 18(35.— Vide Purl. Paperl^, Scsti. 1835, No. 278—1.) 

" The Act of Parliament plainly proceeds upon the princijde, that in return for 
the forty-live hours of weekly labour, the labourer is to receive adetpiate main- 
tenance, and that all the remaining hours of the week are to be at his own absolute 
disposal, for industrious exertion, or for repose, as his inclination may dictate. 

" It is not necessary for me, on. the present occasion, to vindicate or to inquire 
into the propriety of the rule to which I have thus referred^ It is enough, that I 
iind it plainly laid down in the British statute. It is not a matter of choice, but 
of necessity, to call upon the legislature of Barbadoes to fulfil the condition upon 
which tlieir participation in the compensatit^n fund has been declared by Parliament 
to dej)end. 

Extract of a Venpatch from Lord GleneJq to the Marquis of Sliyo, dated 
mh June, 1835.— f Vide Pari. Puperl; Sess, 1835, part ii. No. 278--1. 
■p. IG.J 

" Further, the apprentice has a strict legal right to receive into his iluf , such 
inmates or visitors as he may think proper, provided that nothing be done to 
endanger the public peace, or the good order of his own or any other plantation. 
He must be considered as a tenant paying rent for Lis occupation in the form of 
manual labour. 

Extract of a Despatch from Lord Gleuelg to Sir Evan M^Greqor, dated 
2tith J all/, 1835.— f Vide Pari. Pap. Sesa. 1835, No. 278— 134.J 

" The apprentice is the tenant at will of the Hut he occupies, paying rent in the 
form of services, and entitled to admit into his home whatever person he shall 
think proper, provided tiiat his guests or inmates do not infringe the police regu- 
lations of the colony, or the good discipline of tlie plantation. To debar husbands 
and wives of each other's society, or even, in the present state of West Indian 
manners, to forbid an apprenticed labourer to receive his concubine under his 
roof, is an invasion of the rights of the apprentice, for which no compensation 
could be found in any consequent increase of good order or of good morals." 

Extract of a Deffpatch from Lord Glenelg to the Governor of the Virgin 
Jfilandif, dated 2V,thJuli/, 1835. — f Vide Pari. Papers^ part ii. continued, 
p. 134. J 

" The lotii section of the same act, forbids the apprentice to quit the dis- 
trict in which he lives, without a %vritten pass from bis employer. Unless the 
special justice bo entitled to grant this indulgence, the efi'ect will be, to give to 
the employer a monopoly of the leisure time and extra labour of their apprentices. 
This is entirely at variance with the spirit of the Act of Parliaaient, and terms of 
the Order in Council." 
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K;vtmH of a Vrsjiatrh from Lord Clh'Ufig M WWmm Nit^oiay^ 

(novcriiiir of Mi; I . itiiin^ dated '11th March^ 1H§*J^ {Vide. Pari. Papci's^ 

" \\\iX wlit'thorliuvs oft.liis nature slialli he susi>erid«ds or aijull takff e,fr>>j:;t, imme- 
t)iate!y on lliotr promulgation, there is on« geiM?r'Jii imncipJo to wJiieli sSii; Majesty 
(ixpects and re(juires, that on every such {)c<;asei')n thu^ most esjiliefi Vad studioiis 
deference be shown. Th^t principle is, that the apj>r«nticed labourer^ be not suh- 
ject to any penalty, restriction, or prohibitory rule of auy nature whatsoever, to 
which all the other members of society are not made equally liable, except, only 'so 
far as a special Code may be indispen-sabie to secure the punctual performanct* of 
the duties which Parliament has required the apprentices to render to their em- 
ployers. No enactment affecting the apprenticed labourers exclusively, musv bo 
assented to by you, unless it shall first be clearly established, that it falls within the 
reach of that exception. In every other respect, the great princijile of legal equa- 
lity of all classes of the King's subjects in Mauritius, must be st.edfastly borne in 
mind, and firmly enforced." 

The following extracts and references may serve to illustrnte the ■praciiad mischiefs 
arising out of this portion of apprenticeship law. 

The fact'of a monopoly of labour existing in Jamaica, and originatinpf partly 
in restraints put upon the apprentices own time, and partily in a general muler- 
atanding among tlie employers, for the same purpose, is thus stated by iMr, 
]3eaumont in h's examination before the Parliamentary Committee, (Vide Report 

Negro Apprenticeship, quest. 4,374 et setj.) Being asked whother there are not 
means of communication among the negroes, and through ihv community genendlv, 
sufficient to enable the negroes to ki.ow pretty well what the value of labour 
in the market would be at any particular time — he replies, 

" No, for tliis reasoni that there is no competition of labour ; the question is pu<: 
as if labour was a commodity in the market, and the negrocis might communicate 
with one another to know the value of that commodity ; but this is not the case j 
the negro must either sell ids time to the manager or proprietor of the estate, or 
not to any one else ; there is a monopoly on the part of the proprietor, for if the 
negroes cannot work for him, they can work for no one else in the extra time ; and 
the mf lager, by fixing the manner iu which the time or labour given the proprietors 
hy tl - Act shall be spread over the week, can compel the negro to sell the extra 
time for any sum the proprietor pleases ; were the negro even able to offer the 
extra labour or extra time of any day to anjr one but the proprietor of the estate 
where he lives, the whole of tliat extra time would be sj>ent in going from tiie 
estate where he is domiciled, to that on which he is to work. The proprietor hfis 
in fact, it monopoly of the extra time, and that is one reason why the managers 
prefer to work out the time they can enforce, by making the working day eight 
instead of nine hours." 

On being further asked, do you mean to say that no negro does ever t,vork for 
an)' one except his own master? — He answers. 

In the negro s own spare time, I do not know any instance to the contrary ; 
the custom of the country is d(2cidedly against it. If any jiroprietor of an estiite 
were to hire the negroes of another estate, contrary to the will of the proprietor of 
that other estate, he would he looked upon as an enemy of the countiy ; it is not 
respectable to do so. In point of fact, such a state of things could not exist, 
because it is contrary to the feelings of the managers, who represent what is called 
colonial public opinion." 

And again bemg asked,, "are not vou aware that the practice has subsisted since 
the apprenticeship came into operation, and that the apprenticfts upon one estate, 
if they have not been able to make an arrangement with their ownei-j have in fact 
engaged their services for hire to the owners of other estates V he says, " I heard of 
it in one or two instances, just before I left the country, and I heiu-d the persons 
extremely ill spoken of for doing it. This could be done only where estates were 
uncommonl)- contiguous, and could not be a general rule,," 

1"he effect of this monopoly is further shown in the Report of Special Justice 
E. D. Baynes (vide Pari. Papers, part iv. (1) p. 314), who remarks respecting his 
own, district !>s follows : — 

" 'I'lie working for wages is nut very })revalent ; where it docs exist, the 
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apprenticos do not usitallv receive from (ht.v . »>;«!*fpr moio tlinii Is. \m- dioh?,, 
though tlie jobl)infi!f emjikiyer in paid at tlm r,)tii-. :<s. '!</. for oiioli abln hand. Tim 
diversity of remuiii'ration J.MjWi'en the K'nstor and the ajiprcntice for Ujt? A-.ima- 
tjiiaiKity and ijuality of labour i,s a sulficiojU, explaaaduii of t!ie rtductanc+j; ofU'^a 
visible in tlie nej^ro I.0 work for M-ages in his own tirne. lie is ck'ar-si!r}jt<,.<;} 
pnough to perceive tiiat h)i* lalxnir only earns for liims^lf half the aruount sivit it . 
brings to his muster ; and im knows this to !)« noitlier just nor reasonable." 

Thia statement is also cojiOrmed by the evidence of Mr. C. Brown, (vyii/;Kt'Ti(>ji 
on Negro Apprenticeship, ^nt'stions oTit, 671'2 ; and by jNIr. Ueaiunofl?: ij< . 
({uestion 4375, who states, tliat the araoujit (namely, a penny or a penny lialf-p^^r.TV; 
aji hotii') " is, in fact, so small as to be u fraud." On the same subject Spe^^^:;i 
Ju.stice Hioketts reports as follows, (vide Pari. Papers, part iv. (1) p. 315.) 

•'Small as the refiftineration may appear, I hav(? always used my best endeavours 
to persuade the ai—jwentiees to work for money, considering it the only manner in 
which a proportion of tlie circulating mediuift can be retained by this class of the 
community, as, from the general desire to bay out the remaining- tenft of their 
apprenticeships, the small share they formerly held must be rapidly diminishing. 
The rewariis lor extra labour (from inadequ.ite allowances) are generally con-- 
sumed in pu«:basing the necessaries of life, and do not tend to make up the 
deficiency occasioned by parting with the savings of years ; extra labour will, 
therefore, onlj enable them to keep what iLey have ah^eady saved, but scar<!s1y to 
increase it." '^'The ajtprentices feel this mamfsvsf, injustice, and are not inclined 
to respect ot. place couiidenco in the author-.? of it." 

Among t'.)<3* various <tnuses of dissatisfaction operating upon aj>prentices, ;m 
specified bv Special Justice Eavnes, in his report above alluded to, imprisonmem: 
on the estates, under pretext of s-afe custody, is particularly mentioned as follows: — 

" The manner in which the manager exercises the power of detaining an 
alleged offender in confinement for the space of twenty-four hours. The deten- 
tion for that period is cr.ly, as in England, intended to afford time to bring the 
accused befort; a magistrate for examinatior, not as a mode of punishment, -vvJuch 
tl:e law has altogether removed fi'om the hands of the master. Now, as it rarely 
happens in Jamaica that an apprentice prisoner is brought before a S])ecial justice 
within twenty-four hours, tlie lawful application of this claMso, w hich is so often 
acted on, is extremely limited ; its abuse is general." 

On the same subject, the report of Special Justice Lyon is peculiarly striking. 
(Vide I'arl. pap., part v. (1 ) p. 300.) 

*' On all my first visits to properties, ^-v ithout an exception, i heard from the over- 
seer^ the most flattering statements of the general good conduct, industry, ami 
contentedness of the a'pprentices, and was in many instances most tviumphantly 
refeiTed to the record of offences tried before the specifvl magistrates on th(> 
estates, iis pFooi of the paucity, and in some instances, tofnl absence of otfencea fov 
a very considerable length of time. 'I'he exj-ei-ience I had had in another jrarish, 
and the observations I h-ad painfully made during a period of three years ot' anxi- 
ous w-atcbfulness of the degi ading influv'nce of slavery uj>on all classes, made me 
receive these florid accouiitc; of a peasantry labouring without remuneration, with 
much caution and suspicion; though I need not say how much I should have been 
delis^hted rould I have believed and found tuem true. A very short time would 
liave sulficed, had I been sanguine enough to have indulged in the belief of that 
comparatively happy and judiciously amalgamated state of society, which only 
time, aided by the equal adrainistratioG of beneficent laws, and the spread of reli- 
o-iou and morality can induce, to have dispelled the illusion. I learned full soon 
the reason why the special magisviate's interposition was so little needed by the 
managers, and why his aid -was so nsfeiy invoked by the apprentices. The estate's 
cells were the universal jianacea for the adult, and proinegranite switclies for 
the juvenile ; an unlimited appIiEiSce of which, had produced that sullen quietude 
which had been so vauntingly described to me as the tranquil cheerfulness of 
contented labour. The unlimited exercise of ibis tremendous power (confinement 
in the estate's dungeon for t-wenly-four houvs) for any oflence or alleged offence, 
had rendered frequent appeals on the part of the managers to the special justice 
unnecessary ; and as tiie peojde were aware this injustice was perpetrated, unpro- 
hibited by the special justices, ihey w(!re not so insane as to make fruitless com- 
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plaints to them. 1 hive laboured by conciliatory means to yflstore the labouring 
population, to a condition more nearly resembling freodom. ,1 adopted this courue 
with the Mianagers in preference to a coercive one, as tlie frreatwst «b!*r<^f hlii^s- 
was more justly attributable to the adrainistratora of the law» who had pemiitted 
the exist^jnee of so oppressive a system." 

In the above mentioned report of Mr. Bayuesi, the in jury done to conjugal rights 
is one of the items of dissatisfaction thua adverted to, as follows : — 

" The difficulty too often thrown in the way of apprentices ^ho cob&bit 
together as man and wife, an evil unavoidable in th« present backward state of 
uegyo civilization, living with, or visiting each other, when Bixideajtiy assi'hed to 
different properties," 

In paragraph 9 of the same report, the injustice done to ap^{:«?G*,3<;e8la appro- 
priating their leisure day to the trial of apprenticeship offonces^ >?• *i>Ti3 deseribed: 

" The practice of bringing apprentices accused of olTences uiv^^^ the AboUtioa 
Act before the special magistrates on a Saturday, in their own time, and stii! more, 
she enforcing the attendance of witnesses on that day, by which they fee pre- 
vented from employing it in the necessary cultivation of jheijr grounds, is also a 
rce of complaint, as it not unfrequently happens, that the apprenttig? is not 
coiivicted of the alleged offeiJce ; it even turns out often, that the charge vexa- 
tious. Thus we have here several innocent persons haraased by a long journey, 
and injured by the loss of a day, of which they are deprived with ilnpustty, at 
?he caprice of an overseer, who would not fail to bring them to trial for encroach- 
only 1*1 ve minutes on their master's time." 

To which the same special justice adds unother crying abuse, namely, *' tlie 
i"iJi5igal commitment of apprentices to the Houses of Correction by the loe^ aasgis- 
'??atft3," a practice (he says) prevalent throughout the island, though a mmKeut 
'frfyoisUon of the first principles of the Abolition Law. 

la connezion with this subject, may be mentioned the additional restsf^as=aiid 
j'^astice to which the negroes are sBlsjected under Trespass aaid Police la^sT The 
<^suel purposes to which such laws, ii? furtherance of apprenticeship restrictions sre 
si^plied, will be inferred from the Mlowing extract frohi a report of Mr. Special 
Jfisiice Lyon, (vide Pari. Pap. part uv. (1) p. 212,) where in proof of the injuries 
tivey are made to inflict on personal and domestic rights, he thus proceeds : 

To mention a case or two. — Twi»> female apprentices to , the property 

of a local magistrate^ were released from their apprenticeship by their husbands, 
who were desirous the remainder of their lives should be devoted to the super- 
intendence of the domestic comfort of their families, and to that necessary care 
which their years and infirmities required. They were both old African women, 
who had been upwards of thirty years the property of their late master. Tha 
moment their certificate of discharge was grated, the overseer was directed to 
give them notice to leave the estate, end they were forbidden to enter the houses 
of their husbands, unless they paid a weekly sum for the privilege. They have 
two or three times applied to me for advice and protection, and my endeavour to 
protect them in their civil rights has created a considerable degree of irritation 
against mo, not alon^ in the U)Som of their late master, but generally among the 
magistrates and attornies of the district. The latest (but I fear it will not bp the 

last) attempt to remove and annoy them, was a threat that Mr. would 

issue his wari'.ftnt, under the Trespass Act, for their apprehension." 

" At plantation, Robert Graham purchased the remainder of his terra, 

and, though a; married man, was immediately ordered off the property, and for- 
bidden to enter the house of his wife. A few weeks ago, in the silence and 
stillness of night, be crept into the house of his apprenticed wife, to whom, at the 
altar of his God, he had sworn " that, forsaking- all others, he would cleave unto 
her until God did them part." He is a Baptist, and tbey joined in prayor^ and 
sang a hymn of thanksgiving. His arrival was instantly reported to the overseer, 
who (still haunted by the memory of those accursed and heart-blighting days 
when the voice of the slave, raised in any other tone than supplication to or 
adulation of his task-master, was considered rebellious or insubordinate) instantly 
ordered the constables to watch at the door, and apprehend him on coming out, 
which was done ; but by some means he contrived to escape, and came to me. 
visited the property, and have, l U xiM. for a time sscur^rl to iiim bis domestic 
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rights, and the privilege of visiting, as a free man, any otlier of the members of a 
fre« community," 

At , James Harris, an old man, has six children on the property, two 

of whom are incurably diseased, requiring one person's entire attention ; and Ann 
IJamswell had two children, and an aged and impotent mother, with two or three 
others. The moment their release was effected, they were served vrith notices t'^ 
quit at the expiration of three months, or to remain only on condition of paying 
an exorbitant rrmt, though occupying the same houses as their apprenticed 
children, aad relieving the estate from the necessity of supporting and nursing 
their sick and disabled families. The same system has been pursued on ether 
estates in this district, and I have reason to believe it is as extensively and as 
invidiously carried on in every part of the idand." 

On this important subject, the following remarks are made by Lord Glenelg in 
a despatch dated the 2nd October, 1837. (Vide Pari, pap., part v. ( J ) p. 378.) 

" In a former report Mr. Lyon called attention to a practic^jj to which he 
does not, however, again allude, namely, the interdiction of intercourse between 
the (tea husband and the apprenticed wife, and vice versa. This appears to be 
reisorted to for the purpose of discouraging the apprentices from purchasing their 
discharge, and to be effected sometimes by threats of prosecution under the 
Trespass Act, and sometimes by charging the emancipated party with an exor- 
bitant rent. 

" This practice (though I do not find it complained of generally), Mr. Lyon 
states to be prevalent in his district, and, as he has reason to believe, in every 
part of the island. 

" With the rent which the proprietor thinks fit to demand for the use of his 
property (much as it is to be regretted that he should use his power for such a 
purpose), it is of course impossible to interfere. But with respect to prosecutions 
for tresp'iss, it must always be in the power of the negroes themselves, by 
abstaining from the violation of any postive law, to visit each other's hv.ta without 
rendering themselves liable to prosecution. On this subject, I would refer you 
to a despatch, addressed to the Marquis of Sligo by Mr. Spring Rice, on the 
10th November, 1834, in which the following observations are made with 
reference to a question wbicli had been asked, as to the right of apprentices to 
visit each other's huts : " On the third question, whether the bye-paths by which 
the slaves were accustomed to resort to their huts are now open to them as 
apprentices, I agree with the Attorney-general, that no man can lawfully stop 
up ancient paths; but it appears to me, that the apprentices must be considered 
as tenants, and as having the rights incident to that character ; amongst tliese 
is the right of resorting to the tenement demised, by any accustomed or covenient 
pathway lyingthrouglt the laud of the person making the demise." 

Tlie right of a wii'e, real or putative, to resort to her [husband's hut, and 
there remain with liim in opposition to the will of the proprietor of the soil, 
seems to me to rest on an equally clear ground. In common with every other 
tenant, the apprenticed labourer may admit upon the demised premises, any 
person wliom it may be his pleasure to receive there. The Act of Assembly, 
indeed, enables the constables to imprison any apprentice not employed on the 
plnntation who may be found loitering thereon, without the knowledge or per- 
mission of the owner. But these terms certainly cannot apply to the case of 
a woman engaged in her ordinary duties or pursuits under tho roof of her real or 
tsnpposed husband." / 

!n concluding this ardcle, allusion must be made to the flagrant abuses con- 
nected with the power of apprehending and imprisoning for safe custody all 
persons wlio are suspected of being run-a-way apprentices, a suspicion which may 
attach to everv apprentice found beyond the limits of the plantation without a 
prisspori from bis employer. This subject has been particularly noticed in J,ord 
Slifijo's pamphlet, tmder tiie head of Gaols and Workhouses ; and regarding that 
publication in the nature of an official document, reference is again made to it. 
Lord Sligo tlius observes : — 

" An overseer, a book-keeper, a policemen, an estate constable, or even any idler 
riding out for amusement, sees a black man walking along the road with a bundle, 
or, what is most frequent, a basket of provisions on his head; — he stops him 
questions him — and if the man does not give an explanation sadsfactorii to the 
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inquirer. — if the ne^ro does not succeed in giving what he considet-s, to be sufficient 
explanation, — he tabes him up, for which he is entitled to « certain premium, and 
brings him generally before the nHarast local magistrate for examination ; and in 
order to get the reward to which he is entitled for apprehending a run-a-way, urges 
the man's committal to the workhouse. The man, generally, has not the means at 
hand of proving to the magistrate, who and what he is ; and that officer, naturally 
not wishing to let a run-a-way escape, coinmiis him on suspicion. As soon as he 
reaches the worihonse, he is at once chained to some other fellow-prisoner by a 
collar round bia neck, and he is sent out, in the penal or chain gang, to clean the 
streets of thf/ town, or do any other work, in which the parish penal gang happens 
to be employed. He is then, as the law directs, advertised for four successive 
weeks in the Colonial papers, for the purpose of being claimed ; and, during all 
that time, works for the benefit of the parish, and perhaps at the end turns out to 
be a free person. In that case, he has undergone au unjust and severe punish- 
ment," 

** Perhaps, however, he is really an apprentice, and having given a false name, is 
not recognised ; or if lie shall have correctly designated himself, his master has not 
by accident S9en the papers in which he is advertised : what then becomes of the 
man 1 It will probably be at once said, — " Oh ! he is of course relea.sed, when 
the time for the legally required number of advertisements has elapsed." In some 
cases this happens, where the Custodes or magistrates are anxious to do their 
duty ; but more frequently he is detained, at hard labour, in this place of confine- 
ment, till some one accideniuHy interferes." 

"Among many instances of such abuse, there was one vrhich caused some con- 
versation. A female (whether an apprentice, or not, has never been to this moment 
proved) was confined for nine months in the Port Royal workhouse, on suspicion 
of being a run-a-way. When questioned, she admitted herself to have belonged 
to a man at Montego Bay. He had been repeatedly written to by the supervisor 
of the workhouse, to inform him, that she was there in confinement ; he, however, 
never took any notice of these letters, and she still remained a prisoner These 
circumstances having been accidentally made known to the Governor, he ordered 
her immediate release ; but she had been for nine months in confinement, and had 
worked in the penal gang in chains in the streets. Without any trial, conviction^ 
or sentence, she had been kept all that time at hard penal labour for the benefit of 
the parish, and had no possible means of subsequently obtaining redress. Some 
instances are known to have occurred, of a master leaving an apprentice in such a 
place, even at his own loss, through spite ; he being in no other way able to get 
so heavy a punishment inflicted. An instance is well known of an individual, 
who, though he bears the highest character for humanity and benevolence, left, in 
such a position, one of his female apprentices of whom he thought ill, in order to 
get rid of her ; she not being willing to leave his estate ; and yet there is not a 
man, of the most violent anti-slavery feelings, who would not say, that a more 
humane person does not exist in the whole Island." 

Such then is the spirit of this portion of Colonial laws, — such, the depraved feeling 
to which the negro is now subjected, — and to which, moreover, he will continue to 
be subjected, even after the termination of his apprenticeship, unless the most 
strenuous efforts are made to place his future liberty on a more secure footing. 

It would not be difficult to cite abundant proofs of similar abuses in the other 
Colonies ; in each of which, a uniform system of aggression and encroachment 
upon the extra time and labour, and the domestic rights and privileges, of the 
apprentices appears to have existed ; but the above extracts will be sufficient 
specimens of the practical grievances now under consideration. 
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APPENDIX L. 

Treatment of Women, Children, and Infirm and Aged 

Persons. 

The facta alleged in the Anti-Slavery Statement under this head of inquiry, arc 
sufficient to sustain the general charge, that the legal condition of these unfor- 
tunate classes of apprentices, both in the Crown and tlie Chartered Colonies, is in 
various respects considerably worse, than it was under a system of avowed 
slavery. The special design of this Appendix, indeed, prevents a minute inquiry 
into the particular privations which make up the substance of this charge j nor can 
any such minuteness of detail be deemed necessary, while the main proposition 
stands uncontradicted, namely, that various humane regulations and exemptions 
adapted to the peculiar infirmities of sex and of age, which existed in all the 
Colonies, under the slave system, have not been recognized by law under the new 
system, and which are, consequently, to a great extent in practice withdrawn. 

it must now suffice to insert a few brief extracts from the laws and usages of 
several of the Crown and Chartered Colonies ; together with official and authentic 
comments, in further illustration of this painfully interesting subject. The ques- 
tion of plantation discipline will be iirst considered. 

Chartered Colonies. 

By the 17th section of the consolidated Slave Law of Jamaica, it was enacted, 
** that every female slave, who shall have six children living, or, who having raided 
from infancy, and during the peri«>d of nurture, a child or children of deceased 
mothers, and which shall continue to live with her, as her adopted child or children,' 
shiii have her own, and of such so raised and adopted child or children six 
children living, shall be exempted froro all hard labour in the field or otherwise." 

In addition to such exemption from hard labour, it appears from a preceding 
article in this Appendix, that such females v/ere entitled, by custom, to a weekly 
cr daily allowance (according to their respective cases) of rice, sugar, and other 
indulgences. And moreover, that all mothers of young children, were allowed a 
certain portion of time, out of the period devoted to labour, for suckling the infants, 
and performing other necessary offices of maternity. 

The nature of the indulgences granted to pregnant women, to mothers, and to 
infant children, together with hospital allowances, in Jamaica under the slave 
system, will be further understood from a statement of Mr. Robert Hibbert, Jun. 
appended to a memorial presented to Government in 1830, by certain leading 
West India Planters, (vide Pari, pap., sess. 1831, No. 120, p. 35), as follows: — 

" Pregnant women are treated with peculiar care ; for three months before lying-in, 
and two months afteitvards, a woman does no work whatever. When her child is 
about a couple of months old she takes it out to the field. All the mothers of 
young children go to the same work ; and the children are put down together in 
some shade near the field ; if a child should be fretful, or apparently unwell, it is 
taken either home or to the hospital. When it is weaned, the mother carries it to 
the nursery in the morning, where it is attended to during the day, and she calls 
at night to take it home to her own house. 

" Medical attendance is a large item of expense in every sugar plantation in 
Jamaica. Large and capacious hospitals are erected, in which there are separate 
apartments for the luvn and the women ; there is always a cook, and one of the 
best and most trustworthy women on tlie e.'jtate, is appointed to attend the hospital 
as sick nurse ; her duty is to keep the hospital and the sick in it clean, and to 
administer such nourishment to the patients as may he prescribed. Besides the 
regular surgeon, who visits the hospital two or three times a week, or oftener if 
there is any occasion, and who examines all the patients individually, and writes 
bis prescriptions in a book, there is on every estate an intelligent man, who per- 



APPENDIX L. TUEAT51ENT OF VVO.MEN, CHILDREN, ET<\ 125 



forms the duties of hospital doctor, and who, for years acting undfir the direction 
oi" the white doctor, acquires some ksQa-I«dgs of the common complaints of the 
negroes. The overseer is ever attentive to the hospital ; he reads over the 
hospital book, when he examines the black doctor about his patients, aud prescribes, 
in the absence of the white doctor. 

" It may be stated, as the universal practice throughout the Colony, that no 
trouble or expense on the part of the proprietor is spared to administer to the 
comfort of ihe aick every article in the shape of lacdsciae, or likely to hn useful, 
wine, or nourishment of various kinds, such as rice, flour, sugar, arrow root, 
animal food for aoup, or chickens when necessary, are always afforded. In case 
of dangerous illness, a negro is always allowed the attendance of some of his own 
family. 

" Besides the hospital^ there are nurseries attached to eveiy plantation, C ynsisting 
of ne-iU buildings on a ground floor, with platforms for the children to sleep upon, 
and B spacious yard as a play-ground. The children receive food of that kind 
which is best adapted for their age, such as rice, and a pot of soup generally is 
ready at noon, consisting of Indian corn or cocoa, with a piece of pork." 

The allowances and indulgences of Barbadoes may in like manner be gathered 
from a similar statement of Mr. J. P. Mayers appended to the same m.emorial 
(p. 46), as follows : — 

" From the time that breeding women report themselves with child, they are 
withdrawn from the large gang, and employed about very light work, until de- 
livered. Baby linen is provided for them, caudles and other necessaries sent them, 
a midwife paid to attend them, and a nurse of their own choice to keep them at 
home for the month which they are allowed to stay in the house, and upon coming 
out, they receive a small present of money. VVhei), the children grow a little 
stronger, the mothers come out at seven o'clock in the morning, leave the children 
in the nursery, and go to work ; they come home at nine, go to work again at ten, 
and draw off at twelve. 

"In the afternoon, they go to work at three, and draw off' at five; they then 
come home, and take their children to their houses. The children are generally 
weaned at the end of eighteen months. On every estate, a proper building for a 
nursery is erected, where the infants are kept during the day, under the care of 
elderly women, as nurses, with a sufficient quantity of pap provided to feed them 
witli, in the absence of their mothers. 

" There is a good hospital on almost every estate^ which is generally a clean, 
well-ventilated building, provided with cabins and other conveniencies, and beds 
for such as are ill to lie on. To the sick, proper and regular nutriment is allowed, 
and no expense is spared for such articles as the doctor thinks necessarv for them. 
A practitioner attends every day, and a surgeon or physician is called whenever 
required." 

The practical consequence of omitting to specify these allowances and indul- 
gences in the apprenticeship laws of the Colonies, will be seen in the instance of 
Jamaica, from the evidence taken before the Committee on Negro Apprenticeship. 

On this subject, Mr. C. Brown a special magistrate, having the charge of up- 
wards of fifty estates, in his answers to questions 5721, seq,, states in substance, 
that the want of a particular law to secure the indulgences of slavery to pregnant 
females, was a great trouble to him ; and that actions were tlireatened against him 
for interfering in their behalf. 

On being asked, whether the mothers of six children were exempted from field 
labour, he replies, " in former times ; but they would not grant it during my 
time ; they wanted to do it away." On being asked, whether that was universally 
the case, he replies, " in my district, they took away all the cooks, they took away 
all the midwifes, and they took away all the water carriers, till some of them 
relented, and appointed them back again ; but they made them understand that 
that was an indulgence they had no right to." ^nd in answer to a subsequent 
question, he observes, '* that the persons who had been accustomed to do o'ffices 
for the comfort of the slaves were not generally re-appointed." 

Agjun, Dr. Madden, a special magistrate, in his examination before the aamo 
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Committee, in answer to queation 482, says, " I have known very great hardship.? 
eiiffered by pregnant women, in consoquence of being called on to v/ork up to the 
last moment of thf-ir pregnsicy, which befortt the 1st of August, they were not 
culled -upon to do." In answer to (juestions; .525, 526, 5S!7, 328, 529, the same 
witness states, that the old women, who formerly acted as cooks and nurses in 
the field, were pretty generally withdrawn under the apprenticeship system > 
that he had seen mothers of six children working in the second gangs ; and that 
he had heard aged and infirm negroes threatened with field labour, though he had 
never seen them so employed. In answer to questions 600 to 604, he further 
observes, that mothers were obliged to carry their infants to the field, and lay 
them down by the side of the place where they worked, and that he had heard 
" the women complain loudly that their children were in danger of being esiten 
by the dogs." 

It is not even pretended, that these allowances and indulgences were secured to 
the apprentices by any specific law j though it must be observed, that Lord Sligo, 
an his instructions to the special magistrates (vide art. 23), recommends the care 
of " sick, feeble, old, and sitting down people" to their particular attention- 

So far, indeed, from the allowances and indulgences of slavery being recognized 
in such cases, it is a fact, which would seem almost incredible, that masters of 
female apprentices detained from ordinary service during t)K last stages of preg- 
ii«s!cy, »"d in fbildbirth. have seriously demanded compensation for the loss of 
time they have thereby sustained ; they have likewise claimed the time lost by the . 
mother's attending her sick children. And these preposterous demands have uot 
been set at rest without special appeals to the Goveraor, and the final decision of 
the Home Government. (Vide despatches on this subject from tjje Marquis of 
Sligo to Lord Glenelg, and from Lord Glenelg to the Marquis of Sligo. (Pari, 
papers, part iii. (1.) Sess. 1836, No. 166, p. 164, et seq^) 

To enumerate the different varieties of individual grievance endufed und^r such 
defective regulations, administered by such heartless task-masters, is impossible. 
Some idea of the extent of suffering to which these fonnerly privileged classes 
are now exposed, will be obtained from the few following instances of hardship 
and outrage, selected from the evidence taken before the Jamaica Commissioners 
appointed to investigate the caue of the boy Williams, whose harrowing narrative 
has been olHcially confirmed by that inquiry. (Vide Pari. pap> part v. (1.) Sess. 
1838. No. 154 — 1, p. 156, etseq.) 

The present instances are not chosen on account of their peculiar atrocity, but 
for their brevity, and the uncontradicted testimony by which they are established. 

Mothers of Siae Children. 

"Sarah Higgins an Rpprentice to Penshurst, sworn. I have six children alive ; 
three are free, and three are apprentices. Since the birth of my last child, which 
I have in my arms, I have been picking pimento ; I am turned out with the rest 
of the people, and am obliged to do the same work as those who are in the great 
gang. No time is given me to attend to my picaninny. One day I was rather 
late at work ; when 1 came to the place, massa said, ' Don't you see that the sun 
is upl' he then quarrelled a great deal. When shell blow in the evening, he ptit 
me in the dungeon, and kept me there till it was time to turn out to work next 
morning. I got nothing to eat or drink, nor would master allow me to go to my 
house to give any thing to my children ; he would not even allow me to go and 
get a little water to driak. This was about two months ago ; master did not send 
any thing for my children to eat, nor did he bring me up before Mr. Rawlinson. 

William Dalling recalled, and sworn. I know that Sandi Higgins is in the 
the great gang j she was put into the dungeon, as she stated, because master said 
that she had turned out late ; she has six children, but she does not get any 
indulgences. I received a general order from Mr. Rawlinson to put any body in 
the dungeon by my master's orders ; but Mr. Rawlinson did not leave, to my 
knowledge, any orders that any person so put into the dungeon should be brought 
up to him afterwards, on his visiting the property." 
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Mothers of Infant Children, 

" Nannif Balling, an apprenlice'on Pensburst, sworn. IVIy mistress called me, 
one Friday, and said, 'Go to Mr. Rawlinson," and he will tell you the iaw. 
When I went to him, he ordered me to the House of Correction. As I knew that 
I had not done any thing to my mistress, I turned ray back, and she accuse me of 
beinf^ sulky and tying up my face ; when I turned back, Mr. Rawlinson took me 
by the arms and shook me in such a way as to pop a button in front of my frock ; 
he did not order any body, but took me with his own liands and put rae iiito the 
dungeon. I had a sucking child, and master told him to give me the child, but 
he said he would not : he went aw^ay and came back a few hoars afterwards, and 
ordered rae \o be locked up for fourteen nights in the same dungeon. I went one 
evening, !\nd begged mistress not to lock me up again ; I asked her to forgive 
ine ; she said, ' No ! that if she did that, Mr. Rawlinson would not punish me 
again.' I slept in the dungeon thirteen nights, and on the fourteenth night they 
Jet me out." 

Pregnant Women. 

" Jatte Sims, an apprentice at Hyde Park, sworn. I am in the fiel i iji the great 
^ang; I was put in the coffee-store to pick coffee along with some other negroes ; 
1 was put in soon in the morning, then let out to breakfast for half an hour; I 
eever was allowed to go to ease myself, and I was not let out till about five 
o'^clock. I was confined in the coffee-store from Monday to 'I liuraday picking 
coffee ; I felt sick, and went to the hospital as my back hurted rae ; after that I 
'went to the busha, who p'llled my petticoat down, raised up my shift, and my 
person was exposed to him, and he walked round rae ; he then made the doctor- 
woman throw and rub turpentine on my back. The door of the coffes-store is 
locked, sometimes outside and sometimes inside ; when I was in, the constable 
locked it inside, and the key left in tlie door. The busha said, if we wanted to 
ease ourselves, we must do so inside, as thers was loo much coffee stolen. 

"Mary Ann Kelly, doctor-woman in Hyde Park, sworn. I remember Jane 
Sims being brought to the hothouse ; busha told me to bring up all the hothouse 
people ; 1 did bo; the busha then sent me for the turpentine to rub the back of 
Jane Sims, and I brought it. I dropt her petticoat and drew her shift, and 
rubbed her back before the busha ; busha desired me to do it that way ; I could 
not do it otherwise, as busha desired rne to do it so ; I tried as much as I could 
to prevent the indecent exposure of her person ; I dropped her petticoat half way, 
and took up her shift to rub the back ; a part of her person was exposed behind ; 
busha desired me to draw the shift up moae, and he walked about seeing all that 
part of her person which was exposed. I endeavoured all I could to prevent the 
exposure ; she was in the family way, but loat the child. Sophia Reid was 
present when the person of Jane Sims was exposed in the way related," 

Aged and Infirm Per.son.s. 

" Ann Campbdl, an old weakly woman, apparently about 60 yearn of age, 
sworn. T was driver to the little gang, and master told me, that when they 
behaved wrong, I must switch them. I said, ' 1 could not, do it, as the law would 
not give me right if I switched any body.' I tcid bim, that if he wanted the 
children to be switched, he must carry them to their mammys, and let them switch 
them. After this, Mr. Rawlinson came, and massa said, " You most send this 
woman to the jig mill.' Mr. Rawlinson said,"* What has this poor old woman 
done to be sent to the jig mill?" Master replied, ' She wont flog the picaninnies.' 
From that time master cursed, and cursed, and cursed me at all times. One day, 
after the ftlulgrave law came in, I was in the field, and I said to the driver that I 
wanted to go aside for a particular purpose, but when master heard it, he cried 
out, • There is no law for that.' This was Friday ; 1 was obliged to go aside, and 
master took and locked me up in the evenin >, and let me out on Saturday. 
Master told constable that ho locked me up upon this account. Another time the 
shell blow for breakfast ; 1 had been carrying dung, and went to my hut to get my 
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brcsk/'utt ; when the shell blew to turn out, I left the hut, hut, as I could not 
walk %s fast as the others, T was lated in the field. When 1 got there 1 ssw 
DV'jsa; he abused me for turning out late, and in the evening be made the 
constable put mf. and Abis, and Lizly Finiayson, and another of the girls in the 
dungeon. Mistriss. (^Miss Senior) called out to the constable, and said, ' Hawlher 
by the neck, and put her into the dungeon.' Mistress said that it was me who 
they were to bawl, but the constable said ' Xo, he could not do so, as the law did 
not tell him to do any thing like chat.' Master threatened me after i came out of 
the dungeon to send mo to Brown's Town, to the magistn-re ; he then told me, 
' You are a driver of the picaninny gang, and if you woat itum them when they 
do wrong, you must work.' He then turned me out to work in the small gang, 
and I ara now working there. I have a big swelling or rising in my back. On 
jMonday last I went to mistress, and begged for some grease to make a plaister to 
put on it ; mistress cursed me, and said, ' Go to Mr, Clarke, the Baptist parson, 
since you carry your master to law, and make him cure you.' I told her that 1 
had never carried master to law ; she then cursed me, and walked away without 
giving nie the grease. Sometime before tliis 1 had a blister on my back ; Dr, 
Tucker ordered it to be put on ; but before mistress gave it me, she and master 
abused me in such a manner that I was ashamed i>s a dog. At the time I bad on 
the blister there was no doctor-woman in the hothouse, and, as I wanted to get it 
dressed, I got a mulatto woman, named Mrs. Mills, to cut it ; when massa saw 
her cutting it he abused her a great deal ; rather than remain in the hotboust^) with 
such treatment, 1 went out, raw as the blister was, to work. I went first to my 
ground on Saturday, and cut a few corns, and dug a few victuals, so as to prepara 
for the Monday. On my return, it rained very hard ; it rained like thunder. The 
constables came up to me, took me in my wet clothes, and locked me up with 
them on, in the dungeon ; there I remained till next morsing; constable locked 
me up by master's orders. I did not get any food all the time I was in the 
dungeon, although I told my master that I had not had any thing to eat the whole 
day. I begged bim for something to eat, and he said he would not give it. In 
reply to a question from, Mr. Senior, this witness stated, that some time last week 
she was met by her master, in his time, with a basket of provisions on her head ; 
she was then going to her work, and believes that it was about an hour and a half 
after the time she ought to have turned out. Mr. Senior assured the court that 
there there is very little truth in the statements made by Ann Campbell and the 
other apprentices from Penshurst ; on being asked by the court, whether he wished 
to ask any questions, or bring forward any witnesses to refute what had been 
already given in evidence, he replied in the negative, saying at the same time, that 
it was his intention to bring a number of them before the quarter sessions on 
indictments for perjury, more especially the man named William Balling. Mr. 
Senior further reraarkedj that there was no occasion for his further attendance, as 
it was his intention to go to Spanish Town, where he would communicate with 
his Excellency the Govtjrnor, and report to him all that he had seen and heard." 

Under the same class of sufferings, the case of the aged and respectable female 
apprentice, Tabitha Hewitt, and the generally atrocious treatment of sick appren- 
tices on that estate, must be again mentioned, not for the purpose of substantiating 
facts of outrage und cruelty which are placed beyond question ; but in order to 
prove the utter hopelessness of redress for them under the present system, in a 
Colony, in which the supreme court of justice seems to have tacitly encouraged 
the opinion urged in defence of the planter Mason, that as *' the consolidated Slave 
Law did not fix medical attendance as a legal obligation," *' it did not exist as a 
legal obligation now, though it was the us^ge of the Colony in times of slavery." 
(Vide Pari, papers, part v. (1.) p. 31.) 

Crown Colonies. 

By a general Order of His Majesty in Council of tlie 2nd November, 1831, 
sections 92, 9:5, and 94, the following labour regulations in favour of pregnant 
women, young and aged slaves were enacted. 

Section 92. — And it is further ordered, " That no slave under the age of four- 
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taen, or above the ago of sixty, an<l no female slave Vnown to be in a state of 
pregnancy, shall be corapelkHl, or requested to engfnge in, or perform Jiy afjri- 
cultural work or labour in awy of tJie said Colonies, during more than sixjlsours in 
the whole, in any one day, the day being, for thii purpose, understood to com- 
mence at the hour of six in the morning', and to terminate at the hour of six in the 
next succeeding morninpr." 

Section 93. — " And whereas, at certain periods of the year, it may be necessary 
occasionally to employ slaves iji and about certain manuf<)cturin<? processes in the 
nighttime; it is therefore ordered and declared, That nothing hereinbefore con- 
tained extends, or shall be coiLstnied to extend, to render the emjiloynient of slaves 
in manufacturing processes within the said Colonies, in the nii^Iit time illegal, 
provided, that no such slave be required or compelled to biboor for more than nine 
hours in the whole, on any one day, the day being for that purpose, understood to 
commence at the hour of six in the morning, aiid to terminate at the hour of six 
in the next succeeding morning." 

Section iH. — " And provided also, That no .slave under the age of fourteen 
years, or above the age of sixty years, and no female .slave known to be in a state 
of pregnancy, be ever employed in any agricultural or manufacturing labour in the 
night time." 

On reference to the apprenticeship ordinances of these Colonies, it will Ite seen, 
that no such regulations have been introduced into them ; the consequence of which 
omission, has been to deprive the apprentices of these important privileges. 

That sucli results have actually ensued, will be seen from the following Circular 
instruction of the Governor of British Guiana, to the Special Justices of that 
Colonyt 

Camp House, 18 M.iy, 1836. 

" Sir, — I beg to draw your attention to the accomjianying copy of a letter, 
addressed by my orders to the Special Justice of district A, relative to the death of 
u twin child, of which a female apprentice, attached to one of the estates in his 
district, had been delivered. You ^fill perceive, that this poor wontan came to 
Camp House, with one child at the breast and the other dead" in her arms, to com- 
plain of the extent of work she was compelled to perform. My object in bringing 
this distressing circumstance to your notice is, to impress upon you, the neces^5^ty 
of paving every attention to the state of the health, and consequent strength, of 
any labourer who may be brouglit before you, charged with jieglect of work. 
This rule (just and applicable in all cases) ought to be particularly attended lo as 
regards femak labourers, 'i'lw law has not, witli respect to apprenticed labourers, 
as it did with respect to slaves (when slavery existed,) pointed out the exact 
diminution of labour, to which, according to her state of pregnancy, or the period 
which has elapsed since her confinement, the female labourer is entitled. In 
appointing special justices, and in confiding to them the superintendence of the 
apprenticed labourers, and the settlement of all questions which may arise between 
the employer and tlje labourer, such detailed enactments as 1 nave alluded to, 
became unnecessary. In each individual case brought before you, you are the 
Judge; and previously to pronouncing your judgment, it is for you to consider 
tlie strength and capabilities of the individual complained of. You are conse- 
quently, as I have already explained, the solo judge as to whether the labour 
jjerformed is as much as the labourer, wlietber mnie or female, can s^nd ought to 
perform in the time placed by law at tlie disposal of the employer, taking into con- 
sideration the health and strength of the individual. In all complaints ?igainst 
females, their state of pregnancy, the number of children they may have borjie, 
the time since their last confinement, the age of the infunt or infants, they may 
have at the breast, I wish in future to be inquired into, and to be entered on the 
records of the proceedings," 

It is much to be regretted, that this construction of the law, which ajtpearH 
to have been at variance with the opinions of the law officers of the Crown, should 
liavo been since confirmed by the Home Government, (vide deopatch, dated 
;>Ot]i July, 18;.if>, Par!. j,-ap. part p. li):!.) 

But in addition to thf'se exemptions froin labour, in the Crown Colonies, slaves 
of the description now under considt-ration, were entitled to various allowauces 
and indulgefices of a nature similar to those already described in the Chartered 
Colonies. 



130 APPENDIX L. TREATMENT OF WOMEN, CHILDREN, ETC. 



For insfuncf, tlic statement of Mr. Hugh HytKlman, in the West Indian 
«moriiil oi 1880, above referred to, (vide p. 41,) relating to DemcrarR, is as 

fOiioVrS i— ^ 

" When a woman proves pregnant, she immediately relaxes from her usual 
quantity of labour, and a young or weakly negro is put to assist her ; or she is sent 
with tlie weak gang, where the work is lighter. Here she continues till her sixth 
or seventh month, after which she does little or nothing : but under the idea that 
exercise is absolutely necessary for her health in this state, she is enjoined lo kee]i 
moving about until her confinement, when she is allowed rice or barley, and 
sugar, besides her usual allowance of food. A person also is ordered to "attend 
her, besides the midwife, during fourteen days. At the expiration of six weeks 
she brings her infant to be named, after which, in about two months she again 
resumes her labour, but for twelve montlis, it is very little to be calculated upon : 
she does not turn out for half aa hour after the rest of the gang, in tho morning : 
in about two hours she returns, and remains with her child, half an hour before 
the rest of tho gang : the same is again repeated in the afternoon. On the 
slightest indisposition of the infant, she resorts with it to th« sick-house, where 
she remains until she chooses to leave it. of her own accord : her work in the field 
being so little calculated upon for twelve months, that it is matter of indifference 
whether she is there or not." 

" Motliers of children do not turn out for half an hour after the rest of the gang, 
and they leave the field half an hour before the others, until their children are two 
years of age, and sometimes older : exclusive of all this, there are two matrons to 
attend to the young children, and feed them during the absence of their mothers." 

" Women with young children are allowed an extra allowance of rice, or other 
light food for their use, until the children aro older ; when they are regularly fed 
by a cook who has no other employment. 

" Tho buildings erected for hospital accommodation are in general lofty, 
spacious, and well ventilated. Some hospitals built within the last four or five 
years, are finished in a style, equal to a proprietor's dwelling-house ; the window- 
sashes hung on puUies; the walls and ceilings painted; the apartments well 
arranged, and neatly finished ; built on brick pillars seven or eight feet from the 
ground, two stories high from the pillars-, and some are three stories, with airy 
comfortable apvirtments, in the upper story, for lying-in women. 

" The medical attendance is on a liberal scale on every plantation : two dollars 
per annum are paid to the doctor for each negro, young and old, and axtra allow- 
ances for all operations of magnitude, as likewise allowances for the whites 
attached to tiie respective estates. Every hospital has an attendant attached to 
it, who is generally capabio of performing all ihe olhces of uri apothecary, and 
under him, is u.sually another (for the most part a woman) whose more particular 
department is the nursery. Besides this, when a negro is very seriously ill, his 
nearest female relation is always allowed to remain with him; as is also the mother 
with her child, even though grown, if but slightly indisposed. 

" Wiien it negro is dangerously ill, and medicine is required to ho given to him 
during tlie n.^^ht, it is by no means unusual for the overseer to remain all night in 
the hospital. It is his duty to see the prescriptions carried into effect, unless the 
manager does it himself, which is fr*?quently the case. And in every instance, 
where wine, food, or any particular clothing is ordered by the medical attendant, 
however ex})ensive or difficult to be ])rocur8d, it is furnished by the proprietor ; 
no mr.tier whether the patient is a young or valuable negro, or whether ha is an 
old negro (}uite incapable of labour." 

And in the statement of Mr. Robert Neilson, respecting the allowances and 
indulgences of Trinidad, (vide the West Indian ISIemoriai, pp. 43, and 44.) the 
following observations occur : 

" Women, during the last month of jiregnajicy, do not attend to any business, 
and at their lying-in they are assisted bv a proper woman. They are allowed 
wine, and three pounds of beef a week in addition to tho usual allowance offish. 

" ^lothers, wirii young children, are not asked to '^o to tlie field in ihe morning 
before seven o'clock. 'J'hey are allowed nn hour and a half for breakfast. Their 
services are not rtt(piired from eleven o'clock until three. They cease svork 
shortlv after five o'clock. 

" Children ar<' not wenund until they aro fiftren or eighteen month-? old, durina- 
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which time, they m e allowed half a gaUon ot' flour, or of rice, per week. The 
mothers who Itavc five or six children, are not obhged to work. They aie allowed 
to devote their whole time to their children ; besides, there is a general nursery 
for those children whose parents are employed during the day. 

" If a negro becomes in/irm by age or accident, he is supplied with food, and 
every pains taken to administer to his comfort-" 

llie practical effect of not specifically enjoining the same allowances and indul- 
gences under the apprenticeship system, has been alike injurious, both in the 
Crown and the Chartered Colonies. It will bo unnecessary, however, to pursue 
this subject further ; since the evidence which has been elicited by the Jamaica 
Commissioners, aatisfactorily shews, that in every Colony under api)renticf>ship 
law, opportunities will inevitably be afforded of inflicting the grossest outrages, 
which no vigilance on thei part cf the executive government, can either fon^see or 
prevent. The Marquis of Sligo, in a despatch to Lord G'enelg, dated 7th Sept., 
1835, (vide Pari. pap. part iii. sess. 1836, p. 87,) says, " The proprietors have 
in many instances, in the harsliest manner, compelled poor helpless males and 
females, sometimes with only one leg, at another uith but one arn», and all, most 
feeble, to work in the field. Ivfr. Special Justice Hawkins says, (vide Pari, pap, 
part V. — 1. No. 154, Sess. 1838, p. 303.) " Although the mothers cannot be 
hindered from attending them" (their children) wlien sictr, they are invariably re- 
quired to pay back the time so lost, to the estate." .Mr. Special Justice Hamsay 
says, (vide Pari, pap, part v. — 1. p. 29}-.) " From the circumstance of the 
mothers being expected to perform their work without any consideration for the 
free children, great loss of life must ensue, and great neglect of their physical 
comfort and moral improvement occur," and many more similar extracts might be 
given. 

Independently, however, of these outrages, the condition of married women and 
of mothers of families, will appear to be peculiarly hard under the present sysfens, 
when it is recollected, that beside the ordinary labour of the estate — and with but 
little allowance made for the ailments of married life — the care of their children, 
and every species of domestic work incident thereto, devolves principally on 
them. And that to this, is now superadded, the necessity of providing subsistence 
in their own time, for such of their children as were made free by the Abolition 
Act, or have been born since fhat |x>riod. Under such a system, therefore, it 
cannot be matter of surprise, that mothers are oft(.'n reduced to misery, and that 
their children are not unfrequently left in a stiite, bordering on destitution. 

Pnniahment of Females, and Sick rind Aged Persons. 

In the preceding division of this article, the hardships of plantation discipline 
have been considered ; but a few observations remain to be made on the atrocious 
treatment of females, and sick and aged persons in Workhouses, and Houses of 
CoiTection ; where the most positivf) injunctions of the Imperial Act of Aboli- 
tion, have been wantonly violated ; and the unhappy inmates have been doom«d 
in crowds to expiate the most trivial apprenticeship offences, in the midst of horrors 
scarcely exceeded even in the dreadful Cells of the Inquisition. 

To undertake the task of proring tlie facts connected with this part of the case, 
or even of detailing in this article, the shocking barbarities practiced in such 
places, on defenceless females, and infirm and aged persons of both sexes, i-> 
fortunately for the cause of truth and of justice, now rendered unnecessary, hy 
the amplest oflicial admissions. 

It is, at length, fuiiy ascertained, that in many of the workhouses and other 
places of confinement in Jamaica, ihe most ordinary sympathies, — the most 
common decencies, — the most imperative necessities of humanity, have been 
systematically outraged by monsters, to whom the "tender mercy" of Colonial 
functionaries, has instrusted the administration of these judicial tortures. WoJnen 
in an advanced stage of pregnancy, — mothers with infants at the breast, — young 
girls, — sick and aged apprentices of both sexes, — have been consigned, on the 
slightest pretexts, to these dens of jiollution and outrage. While there, they have 
been compelled to perform the terrific labours of the tread-mill and of the p^mal 
gang, beneath th<? lash of prison drivers, who are themselves IroqueDtly convic's 
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for life : ttiov have been subjected, moreover, to " cruel mockings and scoiirg- 
in^a they hiivo been inhumanly lacerated and bruised ; ihey have been loaded 
with pulling chains and collars; they have been wantonly -shorn of their hair; 
tlieir ];tTSons have been indecently exposed, and treated with needless indignities; 
they have been deprived of proper nourishment and attendance- •, and even of the 
consolations of the ministers of religion ; some of the younger females, have been 
temj)ted to escape these barbarities by surrendering themselves to the brvital pas- 
sions of their drivers while others have preferred torture, " not accepting: such 
deliverance." in a wuril, no pains have been spared to aggravate the terrors 
of imprisonment. At the tei-mination of this frightful ordeal, the mifserable 
sufferers have, in some instauces, been dismissed, coveted with putrifying- sores ; 
several persons have actually expired from the effect of these dreadful toriures, 
and others, have only recovered from wounds inflicted by tlie cat and the mill, and 
from the exhausting effects of prison discipline, after long treatment in hospitals, 
T^'here they have been aguiii exposed to ali the additional suffering which heart- 
lessness and neglect could inflict upon them. 

The evidence on this subject is conclusive. It ivill be found in the examinations 
taken before the Committee on Negro Apprenticeship. (Vide questions 915, 
9yO, 938, 940, 520:3, 5248, 3168, 318tJ, 3184, 3187, 2200, and in the admissions 
of Sir George Grey, question 5543.) 

It will be found again, in the sppccli of the Marquis of Sligo to the Jainaica 
House of Assembly of the 3rd February, 1836, wher*;iu his lordship makes the 
following observations : — 

" I Y^ressed on you the establisliment of more couyts of assize, so strongly 
recommended by the presentment of the grand jury at the late supremo court ; — 
you took no notice of it. A revision of the laws affecting the discipline of gjiols 
and other places cf confinement was recommended to you. You were reminded, 
that the infliction of corporal punishment had been deputed to the supervisors and 
managers of such establishments, a class to which the constitution does not con- 
fide those magisterial powers, which have been placed by you in their hands ; all 
those subjects have remained .unnoticed. 

" The whipping of females, you were informed by me, officially, was in practice, 
and I called upon you to make enactments to put an end to conduct so repugnant 
to humanity, and so contrary to law : so far from passing an Act to prevent the 
recurrence of such cruelty, you have in no way expressed your disapprobation of 
it. You have not even denied the truth of my assertion, and, therefore, must 
have credited it ; notwithstanding, you have taken no steps to put an end to the 
piacfice. 

" I communicated to you my opinion, and that of the Secretary of State, of the 
injustice of cutting of the hair of females in the houses of correction, previous 
to trial, and with no judicial sentence to authorize it ; you jiuid no attention to 
this sulijfct." 

Additional evidence, but more in detail, will be found in the letter of Special 
Justice Baynes to the Marquis of Sligo, setting ft i-V:i ihe cruelties practised in the 
House of Correction of the jiarish of St. John, in the cases of Ellenor Lorraine, 
Ann Frances, Margaret Taylor, Letitia and Frances Lendo, (vide Pari, papers, 
part iv. (1.) p. 125, <'t se</.) And again, in the enclosures transmitted bv the 
Marquis of Sligo to the House of Assembly, (vide Pari, papers, part iii. (1.) 
p. c'lO, etseq.) from which the following cases are extracted. 

" Mr. Speaker, — 1 am commanded by his Excellency the Governor, to present 
to the House, in compliance with their message of the 3rd instant, the particulars 
of twenty-four cases of female apprentices, who have been reported to his Ex- 
cellency, to have been subjected to corporal puni-^hment, in this island since the 
passing of the Abolition Act. 

" Half-way-tree, since June, 1835. — Agnes Davis, flogged by Edward Phillips 
in the field on ?Jonday, and again on Thur«day. proved in evidence that many 
other women were flogged at the same time. 

" Between l5tli ()cto!»er arfd l;">th January. — Jane Rentford, by 2^'elson, the 
boatswain, with a cat when on th(! tread-wheel ; she fell off the rail, and cried for 
water, uiifl the boatswain flogged her again across the shoulders with the cat. 
Whiteman, the overseer, was present, and ordered it. When she entered the 
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gate on her first committal, she was struck across the shouKiersby Waddle, a driver, 
in Wbitemau's presense : one day also she fall from the mill on the ground ; 
Whiteman, the overseer, himself took the cat out of the driver's hands, and struck 
her across the shoulders till the blood uas brought; he then kicked her, and made 
Iser go OTi the mill again. In the field, at Malines, she was flogged by the driver 
Phillips. 

** Henny was severely flogged on the mill by Woolfrys the driver, by White- 
man's orders. 

" CharSotte, apprentice to IMr. Osborne, severely fiog^ed by Nelson, by orderss 
of W'hiteman; her clothes much torn ; she fwll from the mill exhausted, and they 
flog»;ed her on again ; she begged for water, but the boatswain continued to fiog. 

" Amelia Black, apprentice to Andrew Simpson • on coming into the work- 
liouse her head was shaved by Mr. Liddel ; ho kicketl her with his feet in 
presence of Neptune and ^Ira. Liddel. When put on the mill was struck in 
presence of Wiiiteman and Liddel, who df,d not stop it. Neptune next day 
struck her more severely ; saw many females with marks of cat on their back. 

" St. Mary's, April, 1835. — Eliza Martin, held in the field and flogged with h 
cat on her back. John Gordon, tried at ijuarter sessions at Port Mana, and 
sentenced to pay 40s. for the offence. 

" St. Thomas-in-the- Vitle, 14tb January, 1 835. — Sophia Williamson, from CharJe- 
mont; Sarah Graham, from Rio Magno; Strawberry Farrar, from Rozii Mount; 
severally sevei'ely flogged, and the matter investigated by the local magistrates. 

" Falmouth, 20th June, .1833. — Sarah Jarrett and three other women same day. 
Sarah Jarrett was brought to bed of a child within a month after the punishment 
was inflicted. 

" 25th and 26th June, — Jane Reid was flogged on both those days by order of 
Mr. Sloly, the supervisor, for which he was indicted, but died before sentence was 
pronounced. 

" Mandeville, about 10th September. — Mary Sarjeant and Sarah Crozzle wora 
seen in Mandeville workhouse by a Special Justice, with a severely lacerated back, 
the result of flogging, and as the justice entered fell from the wheel to the ground 
in a st;ate of debiiiity ; the driver ran to flog her, and had his cat uplifted, when 
the Magistrate stojiped him and reported the case, Mr. Williaro Telfor died before 
the preliminary inquiry terminated, and could not therefore be prosecuted. It 
appeared from evidence that Sarah Crozzle was flogged twice : that the driver or 
boatswain occasionally flogged her to make her move quicker. 

St. George's, 25tb May. — Ann Maria Thompson. At the inquest held on the 
body, it Vi'as found by the supervisor, that he had seen her flogged, and that the 
driver had orders to flog any one who did not perform his work. Dr. Robertson 
swore he saw on the body marks of severe flagellation. Moody, the driver, swore 
he had flogged her four times in the week. N.B, — Flogging not supposed by the 
jurors to have occasioned death. 

" Betsy Waldron sworn ; she has also been flogged. 

" Kingston House of Correction, 'iOth February, 1835. — Janet Williams. The 
boatswain of the house of correction swore that she had more flogging than the 
<:vtbt!t women on the tread-mili, because she was more obstinate ; his shoulder was 
sprained, and so he could not use his strength ; but he licked her and others at 
the same time. 

" Aglae, reported on the committee of thu House of Correction at the same time 
to have been flogged. No allusion whether other females had, or had not, been 
flogged. It was, however, admitted that such were the general orders. 

" Though those facts were admitted, the Grand Jury of Kingston, threw out tiie 
bills against the supervisor and his assistants at the Surrey court of assize. 

" Kingston, lyih May, 1836. — Sarah Young, flogged by Mr. Coffee and Edmund 
Wolf. 

" It appears in evidence that several other women weie flogged with a cat by 
the same person. 

" About the middle of April. — Elizabeth Emanncl frequently flogged by Mr. 
Coffee, as well for short work at the mill as for talking, for wiiich slie was again 
flogged by Mr. Coffee, not only on the legs but on the back; he has seen Air. 
Aitcheson frequently stand by while Coffee did thi.-?. 

" In the begiiming of April. — Phixbe Goldson was flogged with the cat by Joo 
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Smart, a driver, for not dancing quick enough, the cat always being near when 
Mr. Cofi'ee aits." (Pari, papers, sess. 1830, No. 166, \>p. 380, 3rtl.) 

Further proofs of the some kind will be found in various paits of the Parliu- 
mentary Fapers, to which a general reference only ca!i now be madej — from 
whence it will appear, not only, that the most aggravated and even fatal cruelties 
have been pr^^tised; but that the efforts both of the Governor and of the Colonial 
Office to i)ut a stop to them, have hitherto proved unavailing. In Lord Sligo's 
pamphlet, which rnay be regarded as official uutliority on the subject, the following 
passage occurs imder the head of" Gaols and Workhouses, &c." 

" Wo now come to the worst feature of the ■./orkhouse system, — the most pal- 
pable and barefaced violation of the abolition law ; namely, the flogging of females 
within the walls of those establishrs^ents. The extent to which this was carried, 
and the number of cases which were discovered, and reported, by the Governor, 
in messages to the House of Assembly, were perfectly astonishing. No notice 
was, however, taken of them by that body, except appointing a committee to 
inquire into the truth of the statements. No remedy was even suggested. There 
cannot be the slightest dmibt but that this abuse prevailed in every workhouse in 
Jamaica, It was proved to have taken place at the House of Correction of King- 
ston, and in that of Spanish-towji, continually, by orders of a local magistrate ; 
in those, besides, of ^lanchesfer. St. George's, St. Dorothy's, and some others, 
the names of which are not within reach at this moment. In the Kingston case, 
the fullest informations were sent up to the gi-and jury against the supervisor, 
Aitcheson, and his assistants, in the case of Eliza Carr, but they were ignored. 
The cases of Aglae, Janet Williams, and Sarah Young were prepared ; but as they 
were supported by precisely similiar evidence, that most humane and excellent 
man, Mr. Anderson, the solicitor, did not think it Avorth while to send them before 
the grand jury for examination. Mr. Dallas, the Custos of Port Royal, however, 
in a letter of his, (page 524 of the Evidence,) declares that Janet Williams did get 
ten lashes with the cat, vind justifies that punishment; thereby proving that, at all 
events, the system did prevail there.'" 

But the most astounding body of evidence on this painful subject, is to be met 
with in the examinations annexed to tlie Report of the Commissioners, appointed 
by the Governor of J amaica, on tiie 8th September, 1837, to inquire into the truth 
of the extraordinary narrative of tlw Apprentice, " .Tames Williams/' whose case 
was sometime since brought before the public. Thg report of those Commissioners 
on the matter in question, is as follows : (vide Pari. pap. part v. — I. Sess. 1838.) 

" May it please your Excellency, — The Commisisoners in the prosecution of the 
inquiry which your Excellency was yjleased to intrust to them, having taken the 
fullest evidence they could obtain upon the several subjects which the investiga- 
tion was designed to embrace, have now the honour to transmit, for your Excel- 
lency's information, an authentic copy of their entire proceedings. 

" in reporting upon the general results of this extended inquiry, it has become 
the duty of the Commissioners to state, that the allegations of James William's 
Narrative, have received few and inconsiderable contradictions, whilst every 
material fact, has been supported and corroborated by an almost unbroken chain of 
convincing testimony." 

" Such being the conclusion of the Commissioners with respect to the Narrative, 
it can scarcely be necessary for them to add, that the Abolition Law has not been 
properly administered in some parts of the parish of St. Ann's; that the House of 
Correction of that parish was, until recently, a place of licentiousness and cruelty ; 
and that the tread-mill has been, from the time of its erection, and still is, an 
instrument rather of torture, than of just and saluJary punishiUent. 

*• L'pon these topics the Commissioners have tbimght it right to r^Nport specifically, 
but with reference to othors of no less interest, they leave the oviuence to speak 
for itself; persuaded, that the whole detail will be found important enough to 
command your Excellency's immediate attention." 

Signed ^ ^'^^""^ Gordon, j.p,, St. James'. 
^ (J. Daughtrey, s.m. 

It is impossible in this note, to convey even a faint idea of tlie horrifying cases 
annexed to this report.* The heart absolutely sickens over the disgusting detail 

* The Report and Evidence has been printed in a pamphlfet, entitled, "James Witliams'.', 
Isarraiive fully confirmed, &c. Sold by O. WiBhlman, SI, Paltrnosiec Jtow. 
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of such maligriJEnt crut'lties. From among the multitu<l« of siiflerers, whose names 
and whose Tnisfortuiies will periali together, a fen- only r.;m bo now selected, 
and commended to a nation's pity, as martyrs and victims, to the fatal experiment 
of Apprenticeship shivery. 

In the evidence taken, before the Commissioners, (Pari. pap. part v, (1.) p. 
141.) et seq., will be found the cases of Slary Ann Bell, Amelia Lawrence, 
Eliza Finlayson, Susan White, Jannette Saunders, Mary James, Catherine Bayley, 
Mary Jane Kidsoa, Margaret Jane Campbell, Eliza Nathan, Eliza Watson, Maria 
Graves, Mary Brown, Juliana Monison, Lavinia Reynolds, Mary Ann Shaw, 
Eleanor Howell, Eliz'jibeth Bartley, Ann Smith, Betty Williams, Leanly Thomas^ 
Bella Richards, Emily Smith, Jane Goidoii, Rebecca Smith, Susanna Carter, 
Nancy Webb, Maria Greaves, Amelia Sims, Mary Brown, Elizabeth Osborn, Jano 
Carter, Ann M'Clay, and Eliza Christie ; the shocking particulars of whosfl 
siilFerings will fully substantiate the charges which are now brought against this 
most scandalous portion of Colonial outrages and abuses. 

In addition to the cases already referred to, may be likewise enumerated, those 
of Frederick Shrieves, an aged and diseased apprentice, who died from sevfro 
flogging, (vide Pari. pap. part iii. (1.) p. 391.) Henry James, an aged ajiprentice, 
who died also from floggmg, (Pari. pap. part v. (1.) p. 169.) and Letitia Johnston, 
a sick woman, who died from labour on tlie tread-mill and in penal gangs, inflicted 
contrary to orders, (Pari. pap. part v. (1.) p. 1'28.) 

Lastly, but not of least importance, must bo quoted, by way of conclusion, an 
extract from a recent speech of Lord Glenelg, who on the late occasion of intro- 
ducing a Bill to fmiend the Abolition Act, spoke as follows: 

" Nothing has produced a greater impression upon the peo])Ie of this country 
than the application of the lash. It is a system degrading in every respect; it is 
a system so horrible, that if they abolished slavery, and yet left the power of con- 
tinuing the lash for apprenticeship offences in a single case, they still left such, the 
actual victims of slavery. The Act of Abolition, forbade females being lashed for 
apprenticeship offences. That provision, I regret to tell your lordships, has been 
set at defiance ; ithasbeon scorned and contemned by the injustice and the revenge 
of the former masters of those unhappy slaves. The ingenuity of man has been 
exercised for the purpose of inflicting tortures upon his fellow-creatures. And 
who do your lordships suppose, have been selected. for the purjiose of inflicting 
cruelty iu the 1 1 ouses of Correction '! W hy, the class of men selec ted, were the very 
class, that ought not to have been chosen, — they were Convicts for life, — men dead 
to all sense of honour, of feeling, and of humanity : these were the men, who did 
not refuse to apply the lash to females, wiio have entered into a vile combiDstion 
with their employers, to glut the evil passions of both. 7'hey who indulged the 
aspirations of vengeance, are men lost to all thoughts of hapjiiness, of hope, and 
of respect for themselves. In spite of the law, females had the lash applied to 
them for apprenticeship ofleuces. This is a stain upoii tlie legislature, I admit 
it." — ( Vide Report of Debate in Morning Chronicle of 21st July.) 

A stain indeed it must bo confessed to be, not only on the Colonial Legi.slaturo 
which connives at these horrid proceedings, but, upon the Imperial Parliament 
itself, and upon the people of Great Britain, who permit their continuance, — a stain, 
which nothing less than the total extinction of the accursed system which generates 
and encourages them, can ever wipe away. 
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Compulsory ManiinTission, and the Constitution of 
Courts of Appraisement. 

Chartered Colonies. 

On this sr.bjoct, it tvill be unnecessary to multiply proofs. The evidence 
ri'SjK^ctiiig Jiuntuc;i will furnish a key to the practice of all other Colonies in which 
CourtH of A ppnusenient are similarly constituted. 

Hie nature of U»i objections urp;ed, against this branch of Colonial regulations, 
v/i\l li« umlerstood from tho following extract from a despatch of Lord Glenelg to 
thi* Mianjui* o< SlijfC, dated the 11th Julv, 1836, (vide Pari. pap. part iii. (1.) 
|.. n\ki.) 

" 'l Uo evil with which we hare to deal, consists in this, that upon the present 
HViffui, n pn.*ponden«Lng: authority is given in all valuations to gentlemen who, 
though nniiH»'rtia.tk'd hi ilie particular appraisement, are yet so generally connected 
^vlth propiTty <♦(' tlip same kind, us to be exposed to a constant bias in favour of 
kwj>i«s? nj» atnl incrt'ssing it* «xchangeable value. It is no injurious reflection on 
miy s«;i!3. t« support' him accessible to motives, of w)iich our daily experience shows, 
iUiit {hv> itttlatijitv is almost universal." 

TUis iiijporlant'ti of these objections, and the extent to whica thev apply, will be 
infffrrcti from l!>a followiivg extracts* from the same despatch : — 

*' ! am «ot disposeu, on the present occasion, to enter upon any minute discus- 
fiivn wt ?l*e pariioukr vnhiutioiis whicij y iur Lordship has now reported, both 
lircauiKi witJ? u*K>r*?iice to those cases no practical result could be attained, nud also, 
b<-!CA^lsH* I «?a «JOl ihiuk niys«.'lf at liberty, except on the most conclusive evidence, 
it* jr«{<U!;h llu» »?iHcretion and irstegrity of tlie gentlemen who iio'"'l those occa- 
skif^. tjiv'iuvi iki'iu full befKMit of those fuv«ur.ible jiresumptions to which 
ll>A>f jif3> * £ s»n no* the less solicitous to direct your Lordship's attention 

t-f {f:»,» i^t-n'.^ral pri«ci|'jt»'s invohod in tl'ese cases or suggested by them, because on 
J-K^jiis: I'Ui'V V.t t\w corn'^-pundencf bt?t\veen your Lordship on the one hand, and 
j,<.>YJw-triif,d tuy 5>ri.'i'i'<!».*5-v-.rs iii oilicc on the other, I cminot hut perceive, that in 
s'wifUtt.i'JJ? uj'y<nrr apprfii'iiisiinis, ri jtructice has to a certain f^xtent prevailed, of 
w5ii.~h tf;» ?f;sd»?sicy is >t!<'nt)y to impair oiie of the essential enactments of the law 
iw.>- tl,',f isbubsivin <;»r .sluvvry. 

" Tti'r«:;uj-.h(«5it «ht» whoU; of the enclosures of that despatch, proofs are to be 
i',iii'4il. of I'sCr jTOvatisnci* amongst some of the ordinary magistrates, of opinions and 
v/i (fpUii^'i oii thi\ suhjtH t, of which 1 will only say, that thev are incompatible with 
5if<'<j;ff und {({ipiirtiiiil discharge of tin? duty confided to them. 

" It i-^, for f'x^rsijjh', tti.^puted wholher the two ordinar)- mjigistrates maj' not so 
p}i«3«rly f34 t-n\!U- :!u» vote of the sp<>ciul justice upon the ijuestion of value, as to 
i» hin» '.»h':>-;;*>!la-r of any iutluenco in the ultimate decision. It is maintained, 
I'Ua' tin vaJuatiiTrn hf t>nc«- niadt», it is not oaly conclusive of the question of price 

?5»3(J iittw, imt }>f>!>vt-nts tin.'! revival of that \}uestioa at any future period. Some 
'Ji3=.»i*ctAif« have fhouglit thf-inselvcs entitled to refuse any allowance whatever on 
thv ?ctiir*' <;f c*:«Jti!ii(«!icie.s ; in other words, they refjuire that the apprentice should 
purchuAi* hi'i di^icharge jirrcisely on the same terms as if the healih and life of man, 
awl l-.w alifU'V t" hdiour, v.-erc not i>recarious and uiicertain. Others again apjiear 
!« ha^v 3t5f»]i»»=d the opiiiion, that in the auticijiation of what they would regard as 
an urnluly h:w va!u!jtio»j by the special justice, they were entitled to counteractanv 
ft^H h t'rrwr by us.signing a price not corresponding with their own real estimate, 
titj5 ciilcuhsti-d, so as u> l»ring out what they would esteem as a fair average. 

" I iviii^il pff^ \»\v.iH' io .show, tlwt the prevalence of such o])inion3 as these, and 
C/{rJi»- j»jni.'?ii--e in d'''f«.'!vcc' of which they are alleged, is entirely at variance with 
tti>^ 'h'.'iigjj of pjirli-.mM'iit, amX the spirit of the British Statute for the abolition of 
•.lii(f»-fy. It ap.p.M<-.> to mf ( I beg respectfully to state) that there are sufficient data 
tft form n just and pquiiabie scale, by which apprenticed labourers, in possession 
r\ inii4»irBirt mGRJit. might be enabled to jmrchase «hcir freedom." 
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In the Report of tho Committee on Negro Apprenticesliip, the followin}; notice 
ajvpears of the objection now under consideration : 

" With reierence to this objection," (viz. the defective constitution of tho 
tribunal for the valuation of apprentices api>lying; to ])urchase their freedom,) 
" your '^Joramittee feel themselves bound to state, tliat a serious obstacle a])pears 
to have arisen to the fair and equitable operation of the process of compulsory 
manumission. It was clearly the intention of the British parliament, that the 
apprentice should by law enjoy the right of having his services appraised at a fsiir 
value, at wliich he should be enabled to purchase his own freedom ; nor can 
vour Committee suppose, that the intention of the Jamaica legislature differed 
in this respect from that of the British parliament. They find, however, that 
undue and excessive valuations are alleged, on official authority, in many instances 
to have occurred ; and they cannot but attribute this evil, in a great measure, to 
the constitution of the tribunal to which the valuation is by law confided, and 
which appears to them, to give an undue preponderance to colonial magistrates. 

" Your Committee find, that tliis subject has formed the topic of much corre- 
spondence between the Secretary of State and the governor of Jamaica, by whom, 
it was brougljt at an early period under the consideration of the government. 
Instructions have consequently been various times aadressed to Lord Sligo, 
wit!) a view to prevent the continuance of this evil ; and he has recently been 
directed to suggest to the legislature of Jamaica, such an alteration of the law as is 
calculated lo place the constitution of the tribunal upon a satisfactojy footing. 
Your Committee cannot but express a confident hope, that the legislature of 
Jamaica will give a prompt attention to this recommendation, which your Com- 
mittee conceive that they are bound by good faith and every consideration of 
justice to carry into full effect," 

The extent to which the practical abuse of this inequitable mode of adjudication 
has been carried in Jamaica, will be further inferred from Lord SHgo's recent 
pamphlet, under the head of " valuations," in which his lordship thus observes : — 

" 'J he manner in which the valuation of such negroes as wish to free themselves 
from the obligation of ibe remaining term of the apprenticeship service is effected, 
Jias been from the beginning, a source of much uneasiness, as well to the negro 
wlio desires to acijuire his freedom as to all persons possessing humane feeling, 
and desiring that the negro shall enjoy all the benefits intended for him by the 
British nation. Frequent representations have been made from various quarters, 
to the Home Government, on the subject, without, however, any satisfactory mode 
of overcoming the difficulty having been dsvised. The value of these services 
has increased enormously since the commencement of the apprenticeship, and if 
this %vere not the case, the valuations would bear even a worse character than they 
do at present. A very large gang of negroes was sold a short time before tho 
1st August, 1831, at an average of ,£20 currency each, to an eminent physician in 
the Colony, who had the sense to foresee the probabilities of tranquillity durino- 
\he apprenticeship, uud to know the advantage of accustoming these people to 
reside on his projierties during tho.t period. He bought other gangs, which it is 
not probable he got on such cheap terms as the one alluded to, but it is believed 
that they did not average £zo currency, per head : whereas now, the compensation 
for each negro in Jamaica averages £'■21 sterling, or something over £30 currency: 
— in fact, he bought every negro whom he had sufficient means to purchase ; and 
the consequence is, that he not only realized the dffffirenco between these two 
sums, but also amassed so handsome a fortune, as to be enabled to retire from the 
practice of his profession, and with much liberality, to make to his partner a pre- 
sent of the share of his busiuess, which would have sold for a considerable sum in 
the market. Now, the average price of 1000 apprentices, who had themselves 
valued, and who purchased their manumission, after their masters had received 
the amount of their compensation during the two first years of the emancipation, 
was j£34 odd shillings each, currency: the average valuation of f)08 others, who 
thought themselves valued at too high a price, and would not therefore purchase 
their freedom, amounted to about £47 odd shillings. 'I he average vahit of the 
negro, l au thereby be very nearly ascertained ; and it will be found, lhaSat the 
end of the second year, about £:35 was the usual pr.'ce for an able field ncgf^. What 
injustice has therefore been done to those G68, who have given unanswerable 

R 
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proof of the over-ef;tir,;fit(' by continuing to serve as aj)j)rentices 1 Had llip .sums 
named for them, been snvtliir.j; near tlie former average, numbers of tbeni would 
at once liave produced tlie money ; tliougl), it cannot be denied, tliat some did get 
ibemselvf s valued without having the means of jiayiiig the sum awarded. 

" In recounting all these various causes for excessive valuation, it is with much 
regret, that one other is to he added, — the very extraordinary, and, it cannot be 
otiierwise designated, tlie Enfamou-i evidence which lias been given by some of 
the overseers and book-keepers. One instance lias recently occurred. An over- 
seer swore that a common field-negro v.-as worth £40 a-year to the estate. In 
this ca^e, however, tiie local and special justices remedied the evil, and showed 
their sense of the worth of the overseer's testimony, by fixing the negro's value at 
£14 a-year. But some magistrates think, that they must be guided solely by the 
evidence produced before them, and not by their own personal knowledge. After 
however, stating all these cases, I am bound to say there are exceptions ; and 
that a great number of the valuations liave been conducted on the most fair and 
e(juilable terms. Many abuses however have taken place, and their ]!Ossibility 
ought to be veraoved by enactment." 

(.)n the importance of a fair administration of the compulsory manumission law, 
and the necessity of establishing a just principle of valuation, tlie following obser- 
vations occur in the answer to question 'Jo, before the Parliamantary Committee. 
Speaking of an ideal value "being added to the intrinsic value of the services 
ajipraised, such ideal value being estimated, not by the actual value of the slave 
alone, but by the additional loss inflicted ujion slavery by the act of ■'mancipation 
itself;" Rlr] -Jeremie, in assigning tJiat objection to J)r. Madden wlio originally 
suggested it, thus remarks : — 

" Now, 1 have ever considered that the great advantage of the system of 
ajyprenticeship arose from this, that by means of the principle of compulsory 
manumission, slavery would gradually merge into a state of freedom ; that there 
would be no sudden change, and that, at the expiration of the term of the five 
years, or of any other given period, the apprenticeship would liave disappeared of 
Itself; principally so by means of arrangements between the projirietor and the 
ne'i-roes ; but if a value of this kind is to be put upon the negro, a rule jierfectly 
different from any which is adopted in any other case of api'raiseinent, then, to 
that extent, the purpose of the legislature seems to be completely defeated." 

In answer to the same question, iMr. Beldam, objecting to the Jamaica clauses, 
thus remarks : — 

" 1 object to them, not only for the reason which has been assigned by my friend 
iMr. .Teremie, namely, the ajipointing two out of the three arbitrators from among 
the ordinary magistral ms, whom we may therefore jfresume to have been interested in 
enhancing the price of the slaves to be manumitted, but because there is nothing 
inserted in the Jamaica clauses to direct the minds of the arbitrators or appraisers, 
as to the principle upon which the valuation should be made. Understanding, 
as 1 do that there was a valuation made of slaves throughout tin; Colonies before 
the Act of Abolition came into operation, it appears to me, that that valuation 
ou<'-bt to be apjilied to all jmrj.oses subsequent to its coming into operation ; and, 
therefore, it should not be CQm]jetent to any justice, to ]iut any other valuation 
upon the negro to be manumitted under this clause, but what would be a propor- 
tion of the ^A'aluation so fixed by the Colonists themselves previous to the Act 
coming into operation." 

On the inequitable principle of valuation commonly adopted in Jamaica, an able 
letter has been written by ^\r. Special Justice Hill, (vide Pari. Paji. jiart iv. (1.) 
J). upon which Lord Glciielg, in a despatch, dated tJie 2nil (Jctober, 1B:57, 

( vic'e j'arl. l*aj). Jiart v. ( t . ) ]>. 27!> ), remarks as follows : — 

" Mr. Hill appears to me to have succeeded very well in j, roving the unfairness 
of the system against which ho contends ; but lias not suggcsteil any adequate 
remedy, nor defined with ?qual precision, the principle upon they ought to be 

conducted." . . , , , , r- , • i 

The ])recise amount of actual injustice innicted throughout the ( olonit-.s under 
this defective and uncertain modif of valuation, can only be ascertained as intimated 
by Mr. Matthews in his evidence, (vide question 1177), by conqmriug th<j 
avera>->e value put uyon slaves in cacli Colony by the Coinniis.sioi:ers of Com! ('n- 
lalioiCwith the average values exacted in the various Colonies for different residues 
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of the uii})ivnticesliii> tc-rin ; but this Cii'ioihitioii is not reijuircd for tln! pres*'iii 
purpose, wliich aims only to establish tht^ gpnon'l fact of ijijusitici' undt-r tbo 
prfs<'nt systein. 

On tbo subjeci of redress for this class of jrri(>vanfcs, as recoinniendcd, bur 
unhappily without j-fteet, by the Parliamentary Conimitttie, Lurd (Jlencl<i: in his 
despatch of tho llfii July, iH'.^O, suggesting the adoption of a luoro inijuu-tial 
tribunal, thus observes: — 

" The most obvious remedy for this evil, would bo simplv to {ransfer the 
arbitraiioji on thoso (p.icscions to persons, to whom no sinister bias of any kind cun 
be reasonably ascribed." 

And Sir Lionel Smith, in his recent message to the Jamaica House of Assemblv, 
which has been already quoted in the article on food, admitting t!ie necessity of 
estaidishing a just basis of calculation, reconirnends as follows : — • 

" If your honourable House would adoj)t some Ovpiitable fixed })rinci]>le 
for the valuing of apprentices, desirous of ])urchasing their discharge, either bv 
ascertained rates of weekly labour, or by fixed siuins, according to their trade or 
occupation, which should not be exceeded, and allowing the deduction of o?ie< 
third from the extreme value, for the contingencies of maintenance, clothing, 
medical aid, risks of life, and health, it would greatly tend to set at rest, one cause 
of constant disappointment. In proportion as the term of apprenticeship draws 
to a close, the demands for the sale of services have greatly increaseil." 

It is a matter of deej) concern, that the recommendations of the Committee of 
the British House of Commons, and the entreaties and rcmonstranc(;s of the 
Colonial Secretary and the (jovernor have all alike failed, in persuading the .lamaica 
House of Assembly to concede this essential jioint of justice : while, at the same 
time, the advocates of the planters with adnurable inconsistency exclaim against 
the injustice of all attempts to put an end to a contract, the 'erms of which, 
it is sufficiently clear, are intended by them to be ob.seived bv the suffering 
party alone. 

f'rov:n Colonies. 

The method of Appraisement in the Crown Colonies is admitted by the Anti- 
Slavery Statement to be more eijuitable than in the Chartered Colonies, ^ et, 
even in the Crown CoIonit;s, tiie want of an ecjuitxibie basis of valuation has been 
productive of gross injustice. The example of British Guiana will suflice to 
prove this fact. 

In a despatch from Sir J. C. Smyth to Lord Glenelg, dnted the lOth November, 
lBo5, that Uovernor, in projjosing vario'.is amendments in the Apprenticeslap 
Ordinance of that Colony, observes as follows, ( vide Pari. Papeis, jiart iii. (2.) 
p.!)9.) 

" The next error in the Ordinance (No. -13), to which I have to solicit your 
lordshi]>'s attention, is the omission of any rules for the guidance of tiie ap]>rai'sers, 
who (under the 0th section of t!ie 7th chapter of the said Ordinance) are to value 
the remaining services of any ajiprenticed labourer wlio may be desirous of jjur- 
chasing his immediate emancij)ation 'J'he appraisers for want of some such 
guide to refer to, have hitherto valued the services of the a]>j)renticed l.ibonrers 
at so high a rate, as to cause serious inconvenience and discontent amongst such of 
the labouring class as have been able to nave a little nionev, as eventually to defer 
many from purchasing their freedom, who, at a more moderate price, would gladly 
have availed themselves of this method of procuring immediate emancipation." 

He then recommends the adoption of certain scales of valnafit)n, fo»inded on 
the average value of the tiegroes, previously to t!ie Abolition of Sl.avery, lind iiais 
concludes : — 

" 1 do not think there would be any practical difficulty in constructing do 
scales I have proposed ; and if, without too strictly limiting the appraisers, they 
were furnished, by the authority of an Order in Council, witli a maximnnt aii<l 
minimum, to assist their judgments, such a measure would not only be a trrcat 
boon to the apprenticed labourers, but it would be a wise and (lolitic measure. 
The greater the number of apprenticed labourers, who mav gradually cbiain their 
freedom before the 1st of August, 1H4(), the less will be the extent (jY the {o'itical 
shock which, when that j)eri(;d anives, must n;ore or less be exj)ected." 

it apjiears from a desjjatch of Lord GIrsk !g to .Sir .1. C. Sjnyth, daU d the 22i!d 
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Jiinuary, 1B30, that bis lordsliip entertained considerable doubts of tlie feusibility 
of the plan thus suggested by Sir J. C. Smyth ; but tiie mischievous operation of 
the existing law was not disputed, nor tlie necessity of interposino- some clieck 
to it. As a partird remedy to these abuses, the publication of monthly returns of 
thfse valuations, has since been accordingly adoj>teil, and, to a certain extent, it 
bas undoubtedly Y>'*oved useful. The necessity, however, of a more stringent and 
complete remedy, for the ackncv.ledged abuses, is daily becoming more obvious 
and imperative. 

APPENDIX N. 
The Powers and the Protection oi Special Magistrates. 

The charge brought against the Apprenticeship Systena under this head, is, that 
an adequate amount of protection on the one hand, and of control on the other, 
has not been provided by the Colonial Legislatures. In confirmation of this objec- 
tio'i, it would not be dilJicult to multiply j^roofs to an almost indefinite extent ; 
but the variety of the official statements already published, the conclusiveness 
of the Report on Negro Apprenticeship, and the anipleness of the admission 
made by Lord Glenelg in his late speech, on moving the second readit^g of 
the F5ill to amend the Abolition Act, appear to render this labour comjjarafively 
unnecessary, it seems, indeed, impossible to deny, that the main tfurrcnt of 
public opinion and of feeling in .lamaica (and the same prejudices prevail in 
other Colonies) has been decidedly adverse to the fair ami efiicient discharge of 
the duties of the special magistracy, — while the ciioice of Special Magistrates 
from various classes, grades, and i^rot'essions, without sutiicieut regard to their 
fitness for office, or sufficient care for tJieir personal independence, has materially 
injjiaired their general utility. 

It will suffice, tlierefore, to select a few points of evidence in further illustra- 
tion of this charge, and to refer to official documents for the remainiler. 

The evidence on this subject, contained in the Parliamentary Report 0:1 Negro 
Apprenticeship, is very important. On reference to this volume, it will aj)])ear 
that the opinions of the different witnesses, as to the defectiveness of this part of 
the system, were almost unanimous. 

i\lr. Jeremio makes the following remarks ori sec. 41) of the Jamaica Abolition 
Act, (vide Appendix to I'arliamentary Report, p. 4.) 

" It establishes the jurisdiction of the special magistrate over the manager ; his 
authority over the labourer extends to six months' iraprisouiiient, to fifty stripes, 
10 the right of depriving bim of fifteen hours' labour in any week during tli«? 
whole period of the ap})renticeship, and even of indefinitely prolonging that 
a|)prenticeship ; but his authority over the manager, extends oidy to a penalty of 
£0, or five days' imprisonment, which lie is not reipiired, but merely empowered 
to jnfiict. Is there anything like even-handed justice in this ? J?ut the labourer, 
it is said, has bis rem«i4y hy an action at common lav,- ; where is the negro to find 
the means? And, ev«n if these are foun(' would the violence of Colonial j)re- 
judico allow him anything like a fair chance of success ? Reparation, therefore, 
for any act of cruelly, however gross or wanton, seems almost out of the question, 
and the only check provided by this Act, is a fine of ,£,5, pavable into the public 
chest, wliicli fine being inflicted, the labourer returns again into the hands of the 
same manager. Here assuredly might have been introduced the well-known 
provision of the Foreign Slave Code, that managers convicted of cruelty should 
be dedired unfit to exercise authoritv over iuiv labourer within the precincts of 
the Colony. And here also, if there were dangei in extending the authority of a 
single special magistrate over fr^'e persons, it migiit have been enacted, that courts 
of ([uarter sessions, composed of two or more special magistrates, should be 
holden occasionally when offences of a graver nature, and entailing heavier 
penalties, might have been finally heard and determined. Unfortunately, r;oti)ing 
of this kind bus beeii done, and the influence hitherto e?;ercised by the Colonists 
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over the special mngistracy, a very large proportion of u-hom liavo been personal 
interested in slave property, leaves but little hope ot'jusiice or mercy, being shown 
to the negro." 

The opinion of iMr. Jereniie on the protection afforded to special magistrates in 
Jamaica, appears in his answer to question 196, as follows : — 

" Do you consider that protection, as a suffici(?nt protection in ordinary cases, 
where special magistrates have actions brought against tliem for acts done in thi> 
discharge of their duty ? — he answers — " 1 am perfectly satisfied with these clauses 
as lar as they go, though I believe objections have been raised to them, and 1 
think the special magistrates will never be completely protected, so long as thev 
remain liable to an action at all, before a Jamaica jury and a Jamaica bench." 

And this opinion was subsequently conlirraed by his legal coadjutors, IMr. 
Beldam and Mr. Matthews. 

'i"o the same effect, is the evidence of T)r. Madden, who, in las answer to 
(piestioit 45'>, gives tlie following melancholy picture of tlie defenceless cun- 
dilion of Special Magistrates and Negroes, under the present system. 

" So far," he says, from ' the amended law' being sufficient for the protection of 
the Negro, the Special Justice will hardly find the power of the executive (widi 
every (lisposition to support him) strong enough to protect himself." — "As to 
the protection of the higher courts, — to glance at their constitution is at onre to 
see tlieir inad'iquacy to the protection of the negroes. (I speak of the Quarter 
Sessions Courts.) Who are the judges? — the store-keepers and plantersi, wlio 
possess most pclitical influence to procure their recommendation from 'he Custos 
to the Governor. Legal knowledge is not requisite; the jirincijdc-ai and !h<> 
])recedents of common law, they receive from the Clerks of tlie Peace, a.s emergen- 
cies require. Two of them preside as assistants in the Supreme C jurt even in the 
towns of their own residence, where a case cannot come before them in which tliey 
are not directly or indirectly influenced. Their salaries are £100 a year currency ! 
This evil of putting men ignorant of law in the highest legal offices is the greatest 
impedinient to justice I know of in the colonies. The next in degree, is that of 
selecting men for jurors, whose animosities and prejudices with regard to tlio 
negroes are so ntucli a part and parcel of an overseer's creed, that ini])artiality 
cannot be expected, ^ et the juries in the Quarter Sessions Courts, and very 
often in tiie Grand Court, are com])osed of Bushas, while the prisoners are 
negroes, and the very names cannot come in contact without suggesting ideas of 
mutual aniuTOsities. The effects of these evils in the courts of justice in Jamaica. 
I observed for up%vards of one year in that island, and my impression is, that 
they have increased in mischief very nnich of late." * * # 

On the subject of a bias existing in the minds of special magistrates, unfavcurahlo 
to the interests of the negroes. Dr. Madden, in answer to (piestion 90">, observes, 
" I do not think it is a iliflerence of classes merely, but a difference of castes, on 
account of complexional distinctions which makes the .litlerence." 

The same witness, hav-ing adverted to the intimacy existing between the special 
magistrates and the gentlemen of the country, and the unpleasant conseipicncos 
to the special magistrates of exciting the disjdeasure of the planters, — on being 
I'urther asked in (juostion 998, *' Then are you to be understood, that tlu! great 
diffeveuce, between the nygro in a state of slavery and apprenticeship, will he 
found in the integrity and impartiality of the sjiecial magistrate ?" — he replies — 
"It all depends upon t'uat." " Tho special magistrate," he observes, in answer 
to <iuestion 999, " is the great hhige upon which it all turns." 

The evidence of Mr. Beaumont, a late member of the Jamaica House of Assembly, 
is very explicit upon this subject ; and the oTiinirm of this gentleninn, after 
making due allowance for liis conversion from the pro-slavery cause, seems to 
be entitled to additional credit, in pro|»ortion as the practical operation of the 
apprenticeship system, becomes more fully understood. 

On the subject of the selection of persons to fulfil these important duties, he 
remarks as follows, in answer to (juesiion 3!)90 : — 

" The special magistrate imported from Britain is then incompetent to perform 
his di.ry, because he cannot understand the suiturs in his court ; then if tho special 
magistrates are chosen in the colonv, the case is about as bad, if not worse ; very 
few men would accept the stipend who are fit to hold the office ; the conserjtience is, 
that at the present moment 1 perceive in the list of special magistrates, a consider- 
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:jbl<3 mimlxT of mon to wlioin sucli enormous powers as arc vested in the sjiecial 
matristi'iUi.'S uiuler the statute of eiuunci>)ation, ouglit not to be entrusted for one 
minute." 

On the dependent condition of the stipendary magistrate, the same witness, in 
answer to cniestion HOOO, thus remarks : — 

" Society and its relations in Jamaica are very differently constituted ftoni what 
they are in'this country. A special magistrate there, is dependent upon the overseer 
in the vicinity of the property in which he resides, for all the comforts, and in many 
instances, for tlio absolute necessaries of life. If, for instance, a special magistrate 
is sent for to tiny estate several miles from the town where tlie special magistrate 
resides, on his arrival at tlie estate whore he is to adjudicate between the {.'Urties, 
manager and slave, he is iud(!bied to the overseer, one of tljese parties, for the 
refreshment he receives ; for there are few inns in tliat part of the world ; he is 
indebted to hini. for corn for his horse., (for every man uses his own horse, tliere 
being no stage-coaches,) and for every comfort he receives ; and it is in tlie power 
of the overseer to make him excessively uncomfo; lal^le. But the fact is, that they 
do nrake the special magistrate very comfortable, and to all intents and purjioses, 
the special magistrate soon becomes in liis reelings and opinions a planter. 1 havi! 
heard overseers say, they like the new system well, because under the old system 
they had tlie responsibility of flogging ; hut that it is mucii better now, ' for instead 
of a black driver,' as one of them said, ' we have got a white one, and lie answers 
the purpose quite as well.' " 

In answer to cpiestion 3')9 t, he again remarlcs as toUows : — 

'l iie special magistrate is supposed to act as the protector of the negro under this 
Act, but when a special magistrate becomes perfectly identified, as hi most instances 
is the case, with the planter, and when, as you must observe is frequently the case, 
they are in the habit of making him presents of pieces of plate, the arrangement 
must be a very one-sided one, because the negro himself is very ignorant of what 
his rin-hts are ; the special magistrate alone can explain them to him, atid if tliat 
special magistrate is identified with the planter, then the interests of the negro must 
be sacrifice^!, and I believe, that to liave been the case in almost all the arrange- 
ments that 1 have lieard have been made." 

'i'lie following questions and replies will further illustrate Mr. Beaumont's 
opinion of the siuiation and character of Special Magistrates in Jamaica : — 

(3995.) " Do you conceive the evils that you have attributed to the system of 
special magistrates, to belong necessarily to any sclieme of apprenticeship, or that a 
scheme of apprenticeship could have been devj.se(!, which would have worked better 
with re<^ard to tlie special magistrates? — I do not think that any scheme of.appren- 
ticeship"could have been devised, which would not have been subject to the same 
objections. Had a system of entire freedom been ado]ited, tlie negroes would have 
instantly come under tlie protection of the common law of England, which is tlie 
common law of Jamaica, and the Acts of the Jamaica Assembly. Some dithculty 
has been started, I believe, about a provision for the poor, but that difficulty would 
not exist in Jamaica, because there is an act in the island, imposing a poor-rate, by 
which all persons who are free and unable to work are sujiported ; it was an Act 
passed by the early colonists in the reign of Charles the Secoi'd. 

(3990.) " Are you therefore of opinion, that as long as the system of appren- 
ticeship is maintained, no remedy to the evils which you attribute to it, could bo 
provided by the 15ritisii Legislature?—! do not tliink there, can ; you will observe, 
t.hat tlie Emancipation Act, gives almost despniic power to the special magistrate 
over the slave. There is only one thing that can check the tyranny of a special 
magistrate conjoined with that of an overseer, and that would be public opinicm ; 
but^puhlic opinion in tlie island of Jamaica is peculiarly adverse to the slave, he- 
cause no man can defend the interests of the slaves there. _ without subjecting 
himself to entire ruin. Indeed he cannot live in the Colony, if he does. 

(399T.) " Do you mean to give it as your deliberate opinion to the (Jommittoe, 
that the great majority of the gentlemen who have been ajipointed special magis- 
trates in Jamaica, have betrayed the trust reposed in them, in order to conciliate 
those little acts of kindness iiud favour, which vou repr-sent to have been shown to 
them bv the overseers ?-— Ido; and I believe ihis, that it is impossible lor any man, 
however pure and virtuous he may be, leaving liiis country to go to Jainaiia, and 
lierft)rm these duties of special magistrate therefor twelve months, without sufloring 
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one of these two tbiiiiis, imiIk^i- beccnviiit; to all iiit<>nts and piiriio'ies in his ft.-olitigs 
a pliiiiter, or else (juurrclling wiAi the ])l;miers. 

(;>!)'.)B.) " Your practical exi>oiieHce extended to about nino mouths of the 
aiiin-enticeship ? — I left in May 1835. 

(3'.'99.) " \Vere you personally actiuainted with manv of the special magistrates, 
who administered the apprentice law during the first few months of the appren- 
ticeship ? — I %vns. 

(4000.) " And the statement you have made, as to the great majority of those 
special magistrates having betrayed their ti'ust, applies to those mag-istrates who 
were then in Jamaica, and with respect to whom, you had means of personal 
observation? — It applies not only to them, but it applies to those sv.bsetpient ; 
I form my o})inion partly from observation, and partly from the corresjiondence 
1 have had with disinterested parties vipon the subject before and since 1 loft 
Jamaica. 

(4001.) "Does that njiply e(piaily to those of whom you had personal observa- 
tion, and to those with respect to whom you received letters since? — Of course, 
my own knowledge of what 1 had seen and heard myself, would be better evidence, 
but I believe, that since 1 left the island, the conduct of the special magistrates has 
been worse than it was before. 

(4002.) "Have you attentively read the report by the special magistrates to 
Lord Sligo, transmitted by Lord Sligo to the Government at liorne, and i>resented 
to Parliament in the course of last Session ? — I have looted over it. 

(4003.) " Do you conceive, that the spirit manifested in those reports cor- 
responds with the description you have given of the character of tlie greatmass 
of the special magistrates ? — 1 know enough of the mode of making up returns 
in the island of Jamaica, to place very little reliance upon any such returns. 

(4004.) " Do you believe, that those reports of the Special Magistrates are 
purposely falsified, to produce a wrong impression of the character and spirit 
which actuated the writers? — I cannot state the reason which may actuate them, 
but I have said, that I know enough of the mode in which returns are mi'.w 
up in the island of Jamaica, to place very little reliance upon any Jamsjira 
returns. 

(4005.) " Do you believe that the sentiments expressed, as well as tiie facts 
stated in tliose reports, give a false representation of the spirit, which actuated the 
magistrates, or of the facts whicli came under their observation ? — They may, or 
they may not ; but 1 should jdace very liixle belief in them. 

(4010.) " Are you able to state the names of any other Special Magistrates that 
received pieces of plate ? — 1 think there are five that have received pieces of plate ; 
I am not positive as to the number ; there are several, however. 

On the subject of severity in the discharge of Magisterial duties, Mr. Beaumont 
again replies as follows. 

(4037) " With respect to flogging, you have stated that you believe the amount 
of flogging to be eepaal during the apprenticeship to what it was under slavery ; 
upon what is that belief founded ? — The mode in which I arrive at that impression 
must be a very vague one, because it was diflScult at any time to ascertain the 
number of lashes given during the time of slavery, but when I have been riding 
through the country, I have spoken to the negroes on the way-side, and I found 
that the impression upon their mind, and 1 believe they were speaking the truth, 
was, that the special magistrate flogged more, in many instances, than had beei> 
done before. 

(4088) " Are the Committee to understand from wJjat you have stated, that you 
consider that the magistrates, the longer they have remained, have become more 
hostile to the negroes, and more severe in their conduct towards them? — I staled, 
that I believed tl.iey were more hostile to tliem. 

(408'J) " Upon what does that ojiinion rest? — ]>ecausc whenever 1 have seen 
the magistrates adjudicating, it appeared to me, that thev decided against ilie slave, 
when 1 thought that the slave was right, and they endeavoured by all possible 
means to prevent complaints from being made to them. 

(40!)0) " Can yo^a compare the conduct of the special magistrates at one period 
of the apprenticeship, with their conduct at another ju-riod of the apjircnticesliip, 
and can you, upon that comj):iirisor!. state any facts which justify the belief, that 
they became more and more hostile tin* longer they remained in the colynv ? — 
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From August to October in the year 1834, there were many compliunts made by 
the negroes to the special magistrates. Subsequently to that period, the number 
of complaints very much diminished, as the confidence of tlie negroes in the 
magistrates diminished, and 1 believe that the adjudication of the special magis- 
traSes, has b«ea more seldom called in, excepting in caseS; where the overseer or 
manager applied for his interposition. The negroes would submit to a greater 
numl)er of privations, they would do a greater quantity of labour, and be more 
obedient to the special magistrates, than they would be before they saw it was of 
no use to appeal to them. When I saw special magistrates receiving favours 
from managers, I belitjved the negroes when they said, they had no confidence in 
them. Tlio consequence would be, that as they were m.ora submissive after October 
183 t, than they were before, there would not be so much occasion to flog them. 

(4091) " Then you state this, as the fact upon which your cpinion is founded, 
that complaints diminished ? — Yes, I believe this. I pay no regard to returns. 

(4092) "And upon that fiict, you found the opinion, that they became more hos- 
tile to the nejp-oes'} — Yes; I know that the planters express themselves much 
better satisfied with the working of the system, and are generally good friends to 
the special magistrates." 

Capt. Oldrey, lata a Special .Justice in Jamaica, in a Document laid before the 
Parliamentary Committee (vide Appendix to Report p 2,51) in speaking of the I'Jth 
Clause of the .Tamaicii Abolition Act says : — 

" It is absolutely necessary, that a proviso should be made to this clause, to give 
adequate protection to the special magistrate in the execution of his office ; not one 
clause is there, to protect him from insult or opposition, in his administration of 
tho law." 

On the subject of persecutions to which Special Magistrates are exposed ; the 
following questions and answers occur in the evidence of Capt. Oldrey. 

(2867.) " What were the circumstances which led to your resignation! — I 
found the duties too onerous, that was one reason. Secondly, the salary was not 
equal to the expense that was entailed upon me, even for travelling expenses. 
The .third, ill health ; and the fourth, from the persecution that I met with, 

(2868.) " W^as that persecution from the planters, or from the Governor? — 
From the planters, 

(2871.) " What were the circumstances that you allude to, when you say that 
you were exposed to persecution 1 — Several actions were commenced by Mr. Mason 
against me for trespass, that trespass arose from my having issued a summons or 
summonses, for his apprentices to appear before a court that was ordered by the 
Governor, and further, in consequence of my having brought his conduct before 
the jtuhlic tribunals. 

(^872.^ " Proceed, if you please, to state tlie circumstances which led to your 
resignation, as to the circumstances of persecution to which you have been 
exposed? — Mr. IMason commenced various actions against me; fourteen I was 
threatened with at first, which, I believe, were condensed ultimately into three ; 
one for 2,000/,, a second for 2,000/., a third for 5,000/. currency, all for alleged 
injuries that he sustained by that trespass, 

(•2!J84.) " Have you any reason to believe, that the planters clubbed towards the 
prosecuting of you by Mr, JMason 1 — Mr, Mason is a very rich man ; I should not 
think, myself, thi\t he stood in need of it, but I only mention the report that 1 
have heard. 

(2085,) " Did you hear that in a shape that led you believe it ? — I heard that 
t])e pro-slavery party had joined together to prosecute mc, if thsy could find me 
" trip])ing," and I lArmly believe it, 

(2980.) " Do you conceive that the parties who oppose the apprenticeship 
system constitute a large proportion of the present body in Jamaica ? — I am sorry 
to say that they do, but tliere are a great number, and 1 am happy to bear this 
tesUmonv, wliose feelings are as kind and as humane as any honourable member 
present { but I am sorry fo say the majority, if I give it as my opinion, so far as I 
know, and as far as my experience can judge, are opposed to the present system, 

(31G0.) " Would it be disagreeable to you to name individuals, who you think 
are actuated by those motives?— I have given a very general scope, the majority 
of the House of Assembly, the majority of the white population, the majority of 
the planters and the j)ress." 
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Artd tilt' saiuG witEiess, after stating- that a report prevailed in Jamaicn of 
crueltios iiaviriL',' bean iJj-actisod by tho Special Mugistvates, — on bciuj.^ askod, in 
question (;3'J.)i'.) " If that report was true, thr.t for a considet'able })eriod of time, 
cru.elties were exercifiecl iu any district, with the connivanro of t!)e Sjvecial 
Magistrate, do you, with that fact before vou, 1)elieve that the Governor can 
acquire such a knowhidgo of the conduct of the Special iMaj,'istrate, as will enabhi 
liim immediately to ciieck liim, provid'Ml that is unduly severe? — he replies, and 
the answer has been fully verified by subsequent circumstances, — " I have already 
stated, that if a special magistrate could be found fo t.)0 so severe and so unjust, 
I should tliiut^ he would be fully capable of concealing; it from the Governor." 

Sir George Grey on being- astcd (vide qaesimn o(r-i4) whether he eoiisidered, 
that measures were taken adequate to idFord protection to the Special Magistrates, 
admitted, that those IMagistrates were liable to veiiatious jiersecutions, and thai, the 
law as it then stood, did not adequately protect them from stich persecutions, and 
on being further asked (question ■'3G'/8) whether he entertained anv distrust of 
justice being obtained in the Courts of the West Indies, on questions affecting 
persons of different colours, he replied: — 

" If the (piestion applies to the West Indies generally, 1 would raiber refer u> 
what has been stated in the course of the ])resent Session in both Houses of Par- 
liament, with reference to the Bill ' For the "better Administration of Justice in 
the West Indie-?.' 'I'hat Bill does not apply to Jamaica, but the objections wJiich 
are very forcibly stated in the Keport of the Commissioners of Legal Inquiry, afiid 
on which that Bill was founded, apjdy to Jamaica, tl.iough I Ihink less strongly to 
Jamaica, than they do to some of the other Colonies, because tliere is a Chief 
Justice, and an Attorney-gein^ral in Jamaica, taken from the bar in this country. 
But looking at the state of coloniid society generally, as affected by the long 
continuance of slavery in the West Indies, there is much reason to distrust the 
impartiality of juries as at present constituted ; not that I mean to imply, that 
they are guilty of a deliberate viohition of their oath as jurymen, but it is tlj'e c;.se 
in this country and everywhere else, that persons are liable insensibly to b(; affected 
by influences which ought not to find their way into a jurv box ; -and the greater 
the division of one class of society from another, the greater distrust I should 
entertain of llie decisions of juries constituted from one class of society only. 

On being askf.'d again, in ([uestion, (."HjilO.) "Arc you aware that it ajijiertrs 
by a i)aper which has been presentinl to Government, as to the number of 
punishments inflicted, that the punishments seemed to bv.^ not upon the decrease, 
but upon the advance'! — Sir George Grey gives the following explanation of that 
suspicious circumstance ; — 

" If the cpjestion refers to ptmishnients generally, and not to corporal punishments, 
I believe it does app nir from the returns, that the ])unishments of ihe^irst year, or 
a portion of the first year, were not ecjuid in amount to the punishments of the 
corresponding period of the second year ; but, so far as corporal purashment is 
concerned, it was very consi>.:erably diminished ; vnd, from returns subsequently 
received, it appears, that that diminution is going on jn-ogrossively ; and it also 
apj)ears, from recent returns, tliat tho %vholo nuinber of punirsinnents inflicted, 
is much upon the decrease, 1 should account for tlie former increase i;, the' 
aggregate number of jiunishments, to a certain degree, by the fact, tliat the num- 
ber ot special i/ragistrates in Jamaica was very inadequate indeed when first the 
system came into operation, and that conseqtiently, a great luimber of complaints 
v\ere not brought before them. It was found necessary to double the number 
of special magistrates for Jamaica; consequently, tho number of punishments 
probably increased from there being more cases brought before them for adjudi- 
cation," 

Unsatisfactory as this opinion must now be considered, it will ho- [iropor, in 
connexion with this subject, to explain a passage wliich ap]icars in page 17 of 
the Anti-Slavery Statement, in which it is alleged, that " in tlio limited' period 
C't twenty -r,i\-o months, nearly one in four, of the whole labouring population of 
the West Indies have been punished," — tho meaning of which expression would 
bo better conveyed' by stating, that the number of tho ptitdshm?nts inflicted, and 
not the num.ber of persons actually punished during this period, appears to be 
in the proportion therein mentioned. 

On the want of adequate ]U'otection to tho Special Magistrates against vexatious 
pros^'cutions, the Parliamentary Committee reportf>d as follows, viz. ; — 
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" To the principle involved in this objection, your Committee attach the utmost 
importanc«,< They are of opinion, that the beneficial workinj? of the present 
system, and the full protection of the rights of the apprentices, depend even more 
upori the administration of the law, than on the provisions of the law itself. They 
consider it of the greatest consequence, that the independence of the Special 
Magistrates in the discharge of their duty, should he effectually maintained ; and 
that while they are subject to a vigilant superintendence on the part of the exe- 
cutive government, they should not be exposed to any well-founded apprehension 
of a want of duo protection, against vexatious prosecutions. 

" Two cases have been stated to your Committee, in which actions of trespass 
have been brought against Special INIagistrates for acts performed in their magis- 
terial capacity, und damages were obtained, which, together with this costs of the 
action, it would be altogether beyond the means of the defendants to defray. In 
each case, a new trial was expected to take place, and the final decision is not yet 
ascertained. 

" Your Committee deem it right to observe, that by an act passed in Jamaica, 
in i8;34, usually termed the Act in Aid, a protection which was not comprised in 
the original act, was afforded to tlie magistrates. This act expired at the end of 
the year 1835, but hrss been subsequently re-enacted for a period co-extensive 
...jtVj the apprenticeship. The actions referred to, were both tried during tlie in- 
terval when this act was not in force, and its re-enactment may render it improbable 
that actions of a similar natm e will hereafter be brought. 

" Your Committee have ascertained the intentions of the government in both 
of these cases, in the event of the verdicts being ultimately sustained ; the result 
will be, the effectual protection of the individual defendants from eventual loss ; 
but should there be any repetition of actions against Special Magistrates, not 
appearing to rest on a solid foundation, your Committee cannot think that the evil 
•would be fully met by any thing short of some legislative enactment, which would 
secure any Sy)ecial iNIagistrate, acting hond jide in the discharge of his duty, from 
liarassinc- and vexatious prosecutions. The governor of Jamaica.has been directed 
to bring this subject also under the consideration of the legislature ; and your 
Committee abstain from any more specific recommendation on this point, in the 
hope that the measures already taken for checking the evil, may prove adequate to 
the attainment of the object." 

On turning from the Report of the Committee on Negro Apprenticeship, to the 
numerous volumes of Pntliamentary Papers on the same subject, abundant 
illustrations will be found of the difficulties and persecutions to which an upright 
jNIao-istrate is exposed in the discharge of his official duties, and of the tacit en- 
coura<^ement which has been given to these practices (in Jamaica) by the local 
lef>-islatnre. The extent of opposition to %vhich tliese gentlemen have been exposed, 
may be inferred from the extraordinary fact, that in a Despatch from the Marquis 
of Sligo, dated 2'Jth June 183G, (Vide Pari. Papers part 4—1. p., 51.^ his lord- 
ship, complaining of the effects of the trial of M(uon v. OUlveu, which had led to a 
refusal on the pa^rt of many Owners and Proprietors, tc allow the Special Magis- 
trates either to' visit the Gangs, or the Estate Hospitals, seriously recommends 
to Lc>rd Gicnelg, that with a view to allay irritation, the Special Magistrates 
should be gradually witlulrawn from the Estates ; — and Lord Glenelg in his reply 
dated oOth^August IBod (vide ibid p. o3) entertaining a natural distrust of the 
remedy proposed, nevertheless concedes to Lord Sligo, a cautious permission to 
make -a partial experiment of it. When we iind indeed, that the unrestricted 
rio-ht of Special Justices to visit the Estates for official purposes, has been 
denied even by a Grand Jury (vide ibid, p. 90)— that systematic attempts have 
been made to resist the authority of Special Justices by local functionaries (vide 
ibid, p. 123, 125) — that the nfhcial endeavours of Special Magistrates to obtain 
justice' for injured Apprentices have been presented as a nuisance, and the 
Magistrates loaded with invective and abuse (vide ibid, p. i:54)— that the pro- 
secution of Special Magistrates for official Acts, has been voted at the public 
expense ; — that upright^Magistrates are exposed to the most brutal assaults in 
the discharge of their ofhcial functions; (vide ibid, ]u 170) and that the most 
ruinous actions are brought against them, as in the cast amongst others, of Capt. 
Oldrev, (vide Appendix to the Report on Negro Apprenticeship, p. 237, ef seq,) 
When' we find, on tlie other hand, from the Report and Evidence of the Com- 
missioner.-; apposnted to invosti'^ate the case of the apprentice " Wilhams," as 
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well as from other official sources, that scandalous abuses of niagistfrial authority, 
not ojily may be, but actually have been Ions; practice'!, with impunity in .larnuica, 
Jiotvvithstanding: the vigilance of the Governors wlio have presided over that 
Colony. And finally, when we discover that the etibrta of the (Jovernor to obtain 
additional ])rotection for Si)ecial Magistrates from the Jamaica House of AssembJj, 
have not only been totally clisret^arded. but treated with contempt and ridicule, 
(vide Pari. Papers, part 'iv. (1.) p. 4S) it v/ill scarcely be pretended, that the 
concurrent testimony of the parliamentary witnesses above cited, as to the oxtrcmo 
defectiveness of this part of the apprenticeship system is unworthy of credit, or 
that the apprehensions of the Anti-Slavery Committee, as expressed in their recent 
Stateniont, have been at all exaggerated. 

Before quitting this .subject, a single observation must be added respecting tiio 
case of Dr. Palrnei-, to which allusion is made in the Anti-Slavery statement. 

A Commission, consisting of two local and two special justices, having been 
appointed by Sir Lionel Smith, to inquire into the conduct of this gentleman in 
his office of special magistrate, made a report on the 2'2nd October, 18:30, of 
■which the concluding passage is as follows -• — 

" Havin'>- been caiied upon to rej.'ort, and give an opinion on the administration 
of the law by the Special Justices of Saint-Thomas-in-the-Vale, we must observe, 
that we consider Special Justice Palmer has administered the Abolition L-w in the 
spirit of fbe English Abolition .-Vet ; that in his administration of the law, hv. ha.s^ 
adapted it rather to the comprehension of freemen, than to the understanding of 
api)renticed labourers; and, that the present state of Saint-Thornas-in-the-\'alo is 
to be attributed to such a mode of administration of the Abolition Law," 

It is unnecessary to enter into the merits of this report, whicii Lord Glenelg 
conceives to affix no stigma on tiie ])urity of Dr. Palmei's motives, nor any 
imputation on his character ; but it certainly becomes a fit subject for considera- 
tion, as to how far the Special Justices who assisted in passing this indirect and 
extraordinary censure upon a brother magistrate, aro themselves, competent to 
execute the responsible duties attached to the jndicial office in Jamaica. 

The opinions of Lord Sligo, as published in his lordship's recent pamphlet 
entitled, " Jamaica under the Ap]n-enticesliip System," iiave been already referred 
to. in confirmation of other official testimony, and they may be again employed for 
the sam9 jmrposc on the subject of Special Magistrates. L> his chapter on 
" Snecial Justices and their jirotection," hi;o Lordship makes tiie lullowing im- 
portant corroborative remarks ; — 

" On tiie exertions of these Sjiecial iMr.gistrates, dejtends the whole success of 
the ajiprcnficesbij) system. Without their aid, it would have been totally impiac- 
ticable to administer the law in any thing like its original and intended character. 
A very superiiciul examination, 'however, into the proceedings of that body, 
during' the past three years in Jamaica, will show how inadeijuate it is, to its 
duties', without some efHcient protection and support, during the remaining term 
t)f the apprenticeshi}). 

" During the first two years of the apprenticeship," his Lordsliip further ob- 
serves, " more than twenty special justices fell victims to the climate and to their 
own exertions, and many more resigned, from finding that the emobjment was not 
sufficient tor their support ; or sickened by the* opposition they met with from 
the jdanters ; or in conse(juence of their bodily strength being unecpial to the 
severe labour imposed on them." 

With regard to the physical labour of these gentlemen, it may b6) observed, that 
no doubt appf-ars to have' been ever entertained. Indeed, the amount of punisli- 
nients inflicted by them, is sufficient proof of their efliciency in the coercive 
dejiartment of their duty. The only question is, under what influence this extra- 
ordinary activity has been hitherto exerted. 

In retL'rence to this (piestion, the facts already proved before the Parlian.ientary 
Committee, are incidentally corroborated by the testimony of Lord Sligo. On 
the subject of slavery, his Lor;lship observes: — 

"It may probably' Irave been iinitgined, that tlieir pay was amply suflicient to 
remunerate them for discharging sut h severe and harassing duties. Tiio very 
reverse is the fact ; tlif-ir salary at first, was only otiO/. a-year, but v. as suhseipietitly 
increa^ed to i.'jOl. That sum, however, proved quite insufiicient to meet fiieir 
necessities. I'y those w!io possess a knowle.'lge of expenses in .I:.nr.iica, t-mm 
having resided any time ii. the isluiid, it would, wiihout any h.- iiation, ho fixed at 
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u luudi higlier sum — not Ipss than 7001. a-year. The Stij.3ndiaries are compelled 
on this account, a? wiill us ia consequence of the scarcity of Inns, to liave recourse 
to the hospitality, so proverliial in Jamaica, of the i)lunter.s , and then it is ditficuit 
i'oT him to do his duty honestly in a !iOuse,Avhcre he has been received with 
kindness." 

On the detestation in which the Special Magistrates are held by the 
planters, his Lordship again remarks as follows: — " Unless a magistrate 
be a notorious partiii;ui of the planter, nothing is too bad for liim : whereas, 
fur those who aro called ' liusba Magistrates,' tli.at is, under the influence of 
the overseers, nothing is too <j,'ood. Two magistrates have been dismissed, both 
of them accused of an iHi])roper administration of the Abolition Law : for 
both of these, a subscription was immediately and liberally entered into: to 
one, a present of plate was made, and the other, received the amount of the sub- 
scription ia money. Had they not been dismissed, no such project would have 
been entertained. In the case of one of these gentlemen, who was dismissed only 
a short time since, there is some }ieculiarity ; vi-hicU as it affects moi'e especially 
the Grand Juries of vlamaica, may not bo, perhaps, quite properly introduced here, 
it must, however, be mentioned. The ort'ence was, the having sanctioned a 
punishiixent inflicted by an overseer, without any legal authority, (and therefore 
highly illegal) on an apprentice. The overseer did not deny the fact ) — the magis- 
trate acknowledged his share in the transaction, — and, yet notwithstanding, the 
Grand Jury, in a presentment to the Judges, denounced the conduct of the Ijrilish 
Government as a cruel persecution. I'be result was, that the dismissed magis- 
trate received, as a compensation, a sum of money, which was raised by a sub- 
scription amongst the planters of the district previously in his discl)arge. 'I'he 
persecutions, on the other hand, with which the })lanters visited those who shewed 
a leaning to the side of the negroes, prove the disposition which exists, to take 
advantage, if possible, of any mistake which the special justices may happen to 
make, with the best aud most humane intentions. The cases of Bourne and 
Oldrey are remarkable instances of the feeling which prevailed throughout every 
part of these transactions. How are they protected in the execution of their duty, 
when these attacks are made on them 1 The third clause of the Keport of the 
House of (^oumions f. omniitiee, represents ' the want of adequate jirotection to the 
special justices against vexatious prosecutions.' It evidently was tiie impression 
of the t.'i'Tunuttce, that the re-enactment of the Act in Aid, giving triple costs to 
the magistrates, would atlbrd them sufficient supporf. Such is not the case, 
though that clause mav in some degree ])roduce caution in attacks upon these 
officers. In point of fact, however, this enactment is, t'uv reasons given in a former 
chajjtor, quite inefficacious in the present state of the Jleucii and Petty Juries, as 
a solitary measure for their defence. The special justices, at that time about thirty 
ill mnuber, were described as ' the Tiiii ty Tyrants,' in a letter which appeared in a 
])ul)lic print, and was universally attriliuted to a very talented and leatiing character 
in the island, one of the jjarty the most opposed to British influence. It was 
moreover stated in that letter, that the British Parliament hud used its omnij)otence 
to plunder aud destroy the colony." 

Another mode of anuoyanci; to which the Special iMugistrates are subjected, 
" owiiig to the detestation in which they are held, is that j)ractised by the House 
<it" Assembly iu summoning thtMu fro.>; their duties ia tlie country to attend Com- 
mittees of tlie House, and detaining them for unreasonable periods at their own 
expense." 

But the most successful contrivance for paralizing the efiicie:icy of the Srpecial 
i^dagistrates, ;!])pears from Lord Sligo's ])ami)idet, to have been more recently- 
discovered, in the bringing of actions agai.ist then;, before the Courts of (Quarter 
Sessions, where the local magistrates i>reside ; and the Jury being coinjiosed of 
<)V( rseers and book-keejiers, a verdict against the defendant i'ollov/s as a matter 
of course. With reference to this jKactice, the following iviiutrks are made : — 

" This is jiiirt and parcel of t';e jdau '.vliicli has been so diligently, and so 
artfully followed uj) for the })ast year, in dircvi opjiosition to the Abolition Law, of 
taking as much power as jjossible from the special, and vesting it in the local 
magistran s. This scheme was lirst commenced iu Lord Sligo's time, when, 
after pa.:sxnif a bill to give the special connnission to all the local magistrates, 
which he at once rejected, au Address was presented !o him from both branches of 
file Legislature, pravifij; his cuuscnt to such a nieu'-iMe, and representing to him 
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that it, was necKysarv for tiie sjitety and pi-osperit,y ol' the island, lie agaiii; of 
course, refused to suctule to their wishes, 'i'liey are now silently, but iiot unoh- 
served, procoediiig in the .same roaner , nnd if 'this most cunnini;: device' be not 
at ouce defeated by liie jicuteni'ss uf the (/ovt.rnor, tiit' special jusfires rausi case 
to struggle with the planters to curry into eflect either t!ie spirit, or the letter of 
the provisions of th« Abolition Law." 

The attempt in short wore useless, to enumerate the endless varieties ofannoyance 
and persecution, both personal and domestic, to which an ujiright IMaoistrate 
is ex])Osed in a Colony, where an oiliciul endenvour to i)Ut down ihe atrocious 
tubuses practiced in ilouses of Correction, as already stated, iias been voted a 

public nuisance.'' 'I'he treatment of the respectable magistrate however, whv 
on that occasion was so scandalously maligned, might, one would have tbnus^ht, 
silenced the reproaches recently urged against certain philantliropists, v.ho 
judiciouslv ])referred apjiealing to British justice for the removed of tiiese abuses, 
to the vain ceremony, of laying their complaints before the locid Authoritie.-j, or 
bringing them again beneath the attenfion of a Colonial Legislature. 

It will nut escape observation, that the facts now cited, -.is jus'itying the 
Anti-S!averv Comuiiitce, in forming their ophiiou of the defective chaiacjcr of 
tins most vi; poriant part of the Colonial Ilogulations, l.uu-e heen cideiiy derived 
iVism oiliciid Documents relating to J amaica. To carry the same kind of j)ro(>f, 
iiowever, into other Colonies aimilarly situated, would needlessly prolong the 
inquirv- — Like causes, j>roduc6 liks eiiects, vud tim evidence aireadv ((Uoted, 
will be deemed by most persons, to be fiuperiiuous. — It is now jtov^mI boycnd 
contradiction, that while the powers of the Special Magistrates tliroughout tiie 
Slave Colo.iies, have been made mighty for ojipression, their protection has heen 
svstemutically neglected, — that they are exposed alteniaiely lo the tlcmoraiiy.ing 
influence of corruption and intimidation, — and that, to u--e the eniphatic hjugunge 
of one of tlie witnesses, "nothing short of the vinue of Angel.s" couid p-lace 
them above the di-.tlv temptation to vitdate their duty. That variou.w bright 
examples iiuvo, iiuioed occurred, of conscientious -.Uiil seli-denying ];erseA*eninci' 
in the discharge of such onerous and invidious duties, ha,-, nt-ver been tleiiied. — 
iiut this ])v no n;ea;i3 exenijits an essentially defective and injurious sn.'stem, 
from well snsndned ciiavges brought against it;--aud it i-^ s\ith the system, iaiiier 
t!iaii with individual conduct, tliat the Anti-Slavery Committ.-e liuve wageii an 
ua<.-om])romi-jing wariine. Entertaining then, a> they must ever do, the sno^t 
unijuaiilied dereslaiion of the A piu-eriticeship .'''ysleu), to v. r-.itcver management 
it ]na\- he entrusted ; and, dvenung it by no means cntnled to anv apidu.-'.fiiv 
(•(jiir^fnu;! thev crmnot, in conclusion, v.ith a \ie\v to tlie variiais spe.vni'.- 
objections urged against it, a]ipeal to im)re conclusive tiul !:orily for their le^dity 
and iniDC-rtance, tli-.m to tlie candid adnussions of Lord (ileneig himscdf, as ihi^- 
a)>:;etu-'in those r.-cent s!)ei'cl;es, froin whicii the following cojiious extract.-; aiu 
ji;)w made. 



APPE^^DiX (). 

ract Jhi»i thi' ^jiccrh of LoriJ fl/rn"/fi., Serrrfari/ of '^/afr for thr i ''.Inninl 
!}f']!itriiiierit, (h'l'n'rreiJ in the Uoii-^^c <f Lords dh 7';/i'.sf/(/,v, luc 'J.i^th 

His ior'lship s. id, ho would nov,- proc'?> 1 to a most imporiant and interesting 
:uiject : namely tlie subject 'Of apprentiCi;^''!^; in tlie W'l.'.-.l Indies, lie did not 
kt!0w that if, w;is nece:-saiy on tliis sulyjuc! to trespa-.s U[K![> the ai'eniii'ii ot' sht! 
house at anv hMigtli ; hut tlie resolutions liis noble and I'li'-iicd Irier.d h-ad |d;iced 
on the taidi', of the house obliged him to -state gen'^r.dly e, hut v.-ere the vn vvs of 
her Aiaie>l\-'s goverinnent resjiccting them, and also what were his views re- 
si-eciing tiie suLject to which tiiey rf;!alf''<L 

lie eertiiiidy agree'l with his noble -.KM l?arfieil friend that it was not true that 
the s!a!e of apj)renticeship was v: of^^e tinui tiie previous s'ate ni slav( ry. Jle 
agreed wdth his noble and learned friend tiiut the apprentices had umiuestionably 
licen gainers bv the cliange that had taken .place in tLeir situation, il'i^ Iieiievv' 
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fJuit th;il <'J!.;vni:() inul been juucli more adviiiitagoous thf>.n liis noble and learned 
frifind .st;«.>inetl to .supjioso, and that altiiouf^^h there had faoen abuses and difficulties 
nrul aUhonj^h evils had arisfii of a seritnis nature, still he thought that the negro 
jiopululiiit, of tho VYest Indies had been much improved by the change that had 
?Hkt!n placo in their condition. This, he believed, was in general the case with 
rtU till' siavt'S. 

" ll hiul been generally observed by those who had visited the colonies since 
thi: Abolition Act came into force, that there had been a decided improvement in 
ihv inannsTs avid ajjpearance of the ne<i;roes ; and even in Jamaica, which was 
nsost <>hn(5xious to the observations of his noble and learned friend, the report 
tbut hud been laid on the table of the house, and observations of visitors, proved 
thttt a great advunce for tiie better had taken place in the condition of the negroes. 
VIo had, jicrhaps, more ojijiortunities than many of their lordships of iucjuiring on 
tho subject : he had received reports from all parties and of all descriptions, and 
he was siuisfsed that there had been a great improvement in the character and 
d«in<i!ii)0\ir (-.*■ thv iiegrn popuiation. But did he deny that any grievances were 
hiilscted on tiie negro population >. Did he say that his noble and learned friend 
bad in any instance ex".igj,'enitcd bis re])resentations ? No such thing. He was 
deeply grieved to admit tliat evils of ii very serious nature did still prevail, and he 
reiiroltf'd to say that those evils were still more deeply felt in Jamaica. It was no 
pleasing tusk to nsake thi.-- declaration. It was with the deepest pain he did. so ; 
nnti in the situation which he liad the honour to hold, he should feel that heougbt. 
to avoid, if possibis, making a declaration which his duty compelled him to mak-;^ : 

" I"li(.' ccmplaints vespectuig tlie state of the other colonies were not sonumertvas 
or considerable as those res])ecting Jamaica. He must allow, with respect to the 
hutor colony^ that manv evi!s existed which might be made the grounds for 
claiming the abolition of the apprenticeship sy.'Jtem. He was aware that the negro 
ract had sliown gn at pnJience, docility, and forbearance in the >itate of transition 
which thev hud i.indoi-g(,nt- ; he was aware that they had displayed much calmness, 
i5>ii)ijiod with gratitude to the Supreme iJeing and to this country ; he adriuttes' 
i\\^o tli;it the negro was willing to work for wages, although this point was 
disputed ; but, in his opinion, all these did not furnish a sufficient reason for 
abolishing apprenticeship. \Vl>at were the reasons for its establishment? They 
acknowledged tlie right of tlie slave to freedom, but they continued hirn in a state 
of apprenticeship, partly with reference to the interest of the appreittice, and 
partlv ^ith reference to the interest of the planter; for the interest, of the appren- 
tice, because he was not prepared for sudden freedom, and the interest of the 
jdanter re(juired it in order that he might not suddenly be left deprived of all 
assistance in tiie cultivation of his estates. 

It was hojU'd and believed that the interval would be assiduously employed 
iu allaving and reconciling former animosities, and in originathig feelings of 
mutual kindness. These reasons still continue. It should also be recollected 
that for a period of six years the planter was assured, on the faith of Parliament, 
of the labour of the nei^roes on his estate. So long, therefore, as they secured to 
the ajiprentices that prcteclion which was due to them, so long had they no right 
to call ypon the jdanter to release his aj)prentices. But, independently of these 
considerations, he believed that the sudden emancipation of the negroes would be 
far from being of that advantage to the parties themselves which those who 
demanded it looked ibr. He believed that the very agitation of the subject would 
produce excitement, irritation, and disturbance throughout every district. It 
would lead to vain expectations on tlie one side, and it would keep xip a spirit of 
aniuiositv and antipathy on the other, and, in fine, it M-o'.dd revive all the elements 
of discord between the two pavties. 

'* Such an exjieriment as that jiroposed by his noble and learned friend would, 
in his (Lord Cilenelg's) ojunion, be dangerous to the peace of the country; it 
would be dangerous to the ])roprietors of colonial properly, and it would be 
dangerous to tiie very people wiuise interest his noble and learned friend was 
desirous to protect. He w ould ask was it true that the situation of the apprentices 
was in any way inferior to that of the slave? Many circumstances might be 
stated to prove the contrarv, but he woidd not trespass with any long details ; he 
must, liowever, allude to some of them. One of tho great purposes of the sbo- 
liticn Act wr.s to ajipoint magistrates ea]»ecialiy to protect the slaves. Magistriitcs 
had he<'n appointed, ])Ut how had thev been received, and how had ihoy cxf.cuted 
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their duties? lu many instances they had i)erformed their duties ; but in Jamaica, 
esprciailv, the magistrates liad been racrst iniproperly interfered, with. A system 
of griidual annoyance had been practised, not of a nature to bo openly and ])uhiicly 
noticed, but still quite sufficient to defeat the purpose for which thoy were a]tpouited. 
Every advantage had been taken of technical distinctions of the law to uiterfere 
with the course of the magistracy, and to defeat the administration of justice, 

" In order .o ascertain the truth of the representations that liad been made in 
this respect, her Majesty's government had sent Captain Pringle out to Jamaica 
to make inquiry. The report of Captain Pringlo would be presented in April, and 
he thought this was a sufficient reason why at present tliey shouhl pledge them- 
selves to no specific measure on this subject. There ^vere various circumstances 
which atfected the situation of the negroes, and lie must particularly allude to tho 
hours of labour. In Jamaica this had given rise to great discontent. ^ The eight- 
hour system, as it was called, acted very injuriously to the negro, for while the 
nine-hour system secured to the ..egro a holiday every Friday, tho eiglit-liour 
system precluded him from that indulgence, and left him but the refuse of the day. 
Another subject of complaint, though it was noi, quite so clearly made out as the 
others, was that of manumission. In many cases it was found that the a>>prontice9 
were over-rated. Tliere were too, many other defects to be remedied, and yet it 
was very difficult to know how to deal with such aqtiestiou. 

" There was another subject upon which it was right to touch, and tliat k as as to 
the classification of apprentices. Their lordships were aware, that by the Aboli- 
tion Act, the apprentices wore divided into difterent classes — the pr-xdial and the 
non-pra-'dial apprentices. The non-}fra?dial aj)prenticeship was to continue "' 'il 
the 1st August, 1838, and the pra;dial apprenticeship nntil 1810. In sev A 
the Colonies, it appeared that an incorrect arrangement liad been made, and tho 
slaves were thus injured. In Jamaica, there had been no classification law what- 
ever passed until last year, and tlien it was of such a nature that he could not 
allow it to receive the' sanction of the government of ilda couniry. Up, tlien, Co 
this moment no classification law liacl passed, lie could not doubt that it would 
be introduced ; but, then, it was possible that the bill would not pass tlie House 
of Assembly in time to afford an opportunity to this country and tlie government 
to determine whether it ought to be sanctioned by them. The time was very near 
when the classification ought to be carried into effect, and when the emancipation 
of the non-praidial apprentices innst take j)lace. 'J'hese, then, were evils which 
he assured their lordships had attracted the attention of the government ; and 
tho question was, whether an opportunity was to be afforded to the local assemblies 
to I'edress those evils. In his opinion, tlie true, the safest course was for the 
jxoverment to obtain, if possible, the correction of local abuses from the assemblies 
themselves. One of the great purposes of the Abolition Act was to conciliate 
the irrferests of both parties, and to promote that which it v-'as of great imi>ortance 
to oxcite, kindly feelings — to permit that whatever kindness was to be shown to 
the apprentices should be shown to them by the local governments and the local 
. assemblies, and by the masters and the planters themselves. He was sure that 
the conviction of the justice of this view would be the more deeply impressed 
upon their lordships' minds the more it was considered. He had Iways felt and 
considered that it would be most desirable to Jiave this principle enforced, tha'c 
the local assemblies should adopt every means of a(-t,ing kindly towards the 
peasantry of tliose countries. He had incurred blame for not Sooking for other 
remedies when it v.-as found that the local assemblies had failed. He had made 
every effort to correct the [iroceedings of local assemblies. The efforts of his 
noble friend near hitn (the Marquis of Sligo) had been made to correct the evils 
complained of. He had to observe, that one mode adopted of annoying fho 
magistrates was by prosecutions and actions at law against them. If a magistrate 
were considered to act in a manner contrary lo the interests of a particular planter, 
he was instantly threatened with a prosecution, and thus, by proceedings of this 
nature, .".len were deterred from the rigid and exact performance of their dutv. 
Where magistrates had been so treated, and were condemned with costs, this 
country had indemnified such magistrates. Thus, these magistrates vrere not 
permitted to suffer any pecuniary loss. Bui what indemnity was this to such 
gentlemen for all the care, the trouble, tho anxiety, and, it might be even added, 
the partial loss of character thus entailed upon them? They were held up as 
objects of odium to men of their own character and creed ; the courts of justic* 
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were closed against them, and the proprietors were tL-iiim])bant. In this latter 
sense at least they could not be indemnified. Now, tiie assemblies had been 
called upon to redress these grievances. Another mode of annoyance adopted 
was, that where there was vi very zealous raagistrato he was summoned to the 
House of Assembly, and called upon to give evidence before a committee. Upon 
bis arrival, the comuiittee was not found sitting-; he was thus then detained from 
Ibis duties; — several weeks passed away; the committee never sat. 'i'his, then, 
was another mode of exposing a magistrate to vexation and contempt. His noble 
friend (the INIanpiis of Sligo) had appealed to the House of Assembly upon this 
and many other grievances. Sir Lionel Smith had sent a message to the House 
of Assembly, recommending to it tlie consideration of many such grievances. 
The message was sent on the '2nd of November; it was referred to a committee. 
The house ,s.it until December, and then it adjourned at an unusual time, until 
February, and not a single topic recommended to its notice had been taken into 
consideration. 

" Whatever pain he felt in alluding to these circumstances, lie begged to say 
that tlie governnu'iU v,-as prepsired to take measures to corx-ect evils which were so 
glaring; and liowever reluctant he might have leen to appeal to i?arliament, or 
to recommend its interference with the local assemblies, yet lie never disguised 
from any person, that cases might arise, in which the goverimiont would be bound 
to appeal to the Parliament of England from the local assemblies. Two years 
ago he had been, obliged to introduce a bill, which ougiit to have been passed 
by tlie local assemblies. In tho few observations that he had then made, ho had 
stated, that the subject of slavery in all its partsjWind that apprenticeships, were 
reserved as sacred for the cognizance of Parliament. He had stated that he relied 
on the local assemblies to carry the act into etVect, but that Parliament would 
never permit the act to be defeated by the local assemblies. The act that he then 
introduced was, he believed passed without opposition. He had then repeatedly 
stated, tltal it was the intention of tho government to appeal tinally to Parliament. 
This too he had staled to parties wlu) had addressed him, and reconimended the 
immediate abolitition of apprenticeship, and n ho in addressino- Mm, had referred to 
the grievances to wliich he had alluded. He had stated to them, that though tiie 
government would not recommend tlie immediate abolition, yet that it would have 
no hesitation, if it were necessary for it, to appeal to Parliament to redress the 
grievances of the apprenticeshij) population. 

" Now it was necessary for him to say, that though they had nothing to hope 
for from the local assemblies of the colonies, yet he trusted they had every thing 
to hope for from Parliament. He intended to introduce a measure to meet the 
evils to which lie had referred. 

" WitJi respect to the workhouse system, he had stated that Captain Pringlo 
had been sent out for the purpose of rqiorting what measures v,-ere reciuired, and 
what alterations ought to he made. Before they passed a law upon that measure 
it would be necessary for them to iinvt^ the rejiort before them ; but supposuig 
they Jiad a law regula'ting the workhouse system, yet it was his opinion, that it 
ought not to be mixed up with the act relating only to apprentices ; for a law 
relating to workhouses, must be a permanent measure, and therefore not connected 
with that which must be of a temporary nature. He should nov.- propose a measure, 
which was intended to redress the grievances of apprentices ; but with respect to 
(lie workhouse system, though the law regulating it was intended to be permanent, 
yet the apprentices would, between this and the intermediate time of their eman- 
cipation, have the advantage of the protection of inspectors, and the means secured 
to them, for the redress of any wrong done to them. He should jirojiose, that all 
the places in which apprentices wore employed, all places which were intended for 
the purpose; of concealment, should be laid open — that the work-houses, tlie 
liouses of correction, ' the hot-houses,' as they M-eie called, should be laid open — 
the act should gi' e lo the magistrates, the right to inspect all such places. It was 
further intended to be proposed, that tho governor should be authorised to declare 
by proclamation the arrangement of the hours for the employment of tlie ajipren- 
tices, and in sucli manner as he should think proper. With respect to the allow- 
ances and the indulgences that were permitted in a state of slavery, but denied to 
them as appreniices, the governor was to enforce the concession of these 
indulgences. 

" Tiion, with respect to the manumission, ho thought it might be pro]ier to 
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enable Government to introduce into Jamaic-.s, t)ie same system wliicli they lad 
in the Crown Colonies, with respect to the tribunals by wi>icli the valuations 
were to be fixed. There was another evil to bo }>rovitled ajjainst. which had been 
inflicted upon the slave apprentices, and their ])rotoctors the stipendiary magis- 
trates. It was intended to provide that the governor should have, when prose- 
cutions were commenced against the magistrates, the power, with the advice of 
those whom he should feel it to be his duty to consult, where he saw such legal 
measures were taken against magistrates for the purpose of inflicting upon them 
anxiety, injury, and delay, of arresting the progress of such prosecutions. In 
those cases wl'iere magistrates had been subjected to a heavy penalty, it had been 
left to the discretion of the governor to see whether there was a case in which 
the government ought to indemnify the person proceeded against ; the advice o':' 
cousel was taken to know whether it was a case in which the government ought 
to repay the expenses. The governor could act in the same maimer wlien legal 
prosecutions were instituted. This proposition, he thought, would be a very 
great improvement, for the purpose of removing that which was used as in- 
strument of terror towards the magistrates. 

" He thought, too, that some measure ought to be adopted to provide, tliat 
previously to the day on which non-predial apprentices were to be emancij)ated, 
that measures should be taken to secure that all such apprentices should liave the 
full opportunity of kno viug what was the real state of the case, to make tliem 
cognizant of their rights, so that they might be able to pleail their own cause. 
Care, too, should be taken, to have an impartial revision of the classification lists. 
This should be looked to especinlly with respect to .Tamaica. If the classification 
were proper, then the task to be performed would be a satisfactory one ; hut it' it 
were not, then the governor ought to have the power of adopting tlie classification 
applied in the crown colonies, and this, too, without the necessity of referring 
home. By giving a power to the special magistrates of obtaining admission into 
all the dens and secret places where apprentices were to be found, a valuable check 
would bo afforded for preventing the practice of cruelty. Further than this, it 
should be provided, that when the governor was satisfied, upon good authority, 
that the apprentice had been suflfering injury wliich was the result of cruelty, 
passion, and injustice, then the governor, of his own authority, and at his owr. 
discretion, could free that person immediately. Tliis. he was sure, would be con- 
sidered by their Jjordships a measure that would have a very material effect. It 
would at once put an end to that fatal and horrible practice, the flogging of females 
in those places, for penalties incurred on the failure of apprenticeship duties, and 
which faiiings,^had so frequently been founded on the false pretext of vengeance to 
gratify evil passions, because the person punished was not a ?lave. The jjcnalty 
he proposed for cruelty would, he wns sure, be dreaded by fraud and tyranny, and 
it would, he was sure, be found as a shield to throw e ver the slave. 

" With respect to the circumstances connected with the state of slavery and of 
apprenticeship, there was nothing more revolting to bis mind, nothing had pro- 
duced a greater impression upon the people of this country, than the application of 
the lash. 5t was a system degrading in every respect ; it was a system so horrible, 
that if they abolished slavery, and yet left the power of continuing tJie h:sh for 
apprenticesliip oflences, in a single case, they still left such, the actual victims of 
slavery. The act of abolition, forb^ide females being lashed for ap])rGnticeshij) 
o2ence.s. That provision, he regretted to tcM their J^ordships, had been set at 
defiance ; it had been scorned and contemned by the injustice and the revenge of 
tha former masters of thoss unhappy slaves. The ingenuity of man had been 
exercised for the purpose of inflicthjg tortures upon his fellow creatures. And 
who did their Lordships suppose had been selected tor the purpose of inflicting 
cruelty in the houses of correction? Why the class of men selected, were the 
very class that ought not to have been chosen — they were convicts for life — men 
dead to all sense of honour, of feeling, and of humanity ; these were the men, 
who did not refuse to apply the lash to females, who entered into a vile com- 
bination with their employers, to glut the evil passions of both. 'I hey wJio 
indulged the aspirations of vengeance, were men lost to all thoughts of Jiap- 
pine»s, of hoj)e, and of respect for themselves, la spite of the law, females 
had the lash applied to them for apprenticeship offences. This was a stain 
upon the legislature. He admitted it ; and hence, he said, they might trace the 
fatal course of a bad sysUem ; for even when they abandoned the system, yet 
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thuy \veri3 iu»t ahlu (o ah;in(ion the (Ireadful cons(.!(iuciices which resultotl (voiu 
it. \y!)on iiu evil system was once adopted, dishonour and disgrace attended 
ii})oa it.. It was left l)y them as a fatal warnin-^ to other nations ; for it apprised 
them, that the bad which w-.in done in the njoment of triumjth [and success, would 
Vivh after it, and that itu evil consecpiences would remain. It was vain to expect 
that in a sliort time the mischief would pass awav, or that when thev had abolished 
the evil, its cousecjuences could instantly be abolished. 'J'he passions and the des- 
perate resentments which liad arisen in the progress of the system, wojjld compel 
them still to adhere to desperate resources. Thus it was, that the punishment of 
the laslj had not been at once i!l)olished. They were compelled to use the whip 
with apprentices, because the whip iuul been the bad^je of slavery itself. 

" Jle believed their Lordshipa would a>iree with him in thinking, that the time 
was now come when the jjunishment might bo safely abolished. In many parts 
of the West Indies — in the Bahamas, for instance— there had been scarcely any 
flogging for some months ; there was literally none, e:<cept two instances 
which had recently happened. In Guiana, the punishment was scarcely known 
amongst the numerous planters. He thou^'ht then.that they ought to take a fixed 
period in which the punishment of all fiogging for apprenticeship offences sbould 
be extinguished. Therefore it was, that he intended to propose a measure by 
which it sliotdd be provided, that after a given period no crime — that is, no ap- 
prenticeship crime — should be subjected to the punishment of the lash. 

" 'I'hese were the general provisions of the measure he intended to introduce. 
Ho might enlarge upon them at greater length ; but that was not the place, nor 
perhaps the exact occasion, for u.-ging them. He trusted, however, thvt the 
period had at last an-ived, in which the local assemblies would feel that the time 
was come when they ought to assist the authority of Parliament." — (" Moniin!; 
Chronicle.") 



Speech (Miverei hi) Lord Glencly, in the House of Lords, Wednesdaij, loth 
March, 18.38, oii, vioving the .seanid rendiny of the Bill, eutith'd, " an 
Act to Amend the Act for the Abolition of Slavery in the Britinh 
Colonics" 

Lord Gr.EMi.G said, he rose now to move the second reading of the bill, entitled 
"An Act to amend the Act for the Abolition of Slavery in the British Colonies;" 
and fueling the great importance of the subject he was about to present to their lord- 
ships, he shouU! indeed have been embarrassed and called upon to trespass u[)on their 
attention at much greater length than he now thought it necessary, and than from 
l)is present indisposition he felt able to do, if he did not recollect, that this great 
«)uestion had already been pressed in a most eloquent and elaborate manner ui)on 
their lordships at no very distant time, and if also he did not remember, that at that 
time, he himself had taken the opportunity of stating the grounds u])on which the 
Government were disposed to introduce a met'sure lor the consideration of the 
Legislature. On that occasion, he had perceived a general impression pervaded 
their lordships that the period had arrived, when some Parliamentary interference 
was necessary with respect to the now state and condition of the British colonies 
in the. West Indies. 

" It would be remembered, that in the year 1833 the memorable act was passed 
to abolish slavery in the West Indian colonies, and that that act jirovided an inter- 
mediate j)eriod of time to eln]»se between the termination of slavery and the com- 
mencement of unrestricted fr(H'(lon! ; and, in ^Establishing that (jualified system, the 
act intended to secure to both parties connected with that system, certain rights 
and privileges. The intention of that act had been to secure to the planter the 
just amount of work from his apprenticed labourer (formerly his slave) specified 
by law ; and with resjiect to the apprenticed labourer himself, to secure to him 
during that intermediate space of time to which he (Lord Gienelg) had already 
advened, the {(rivilege of being exem}>t from being forced to give any labour 
beyond the amount so specified and recjuired by law. The act secured to him also, 
a proper maintenance and subsistence during that time ; it gave him the power of 
purchasing his freedom according to a just valuation at any moment of that time, 
and it provided, tiiat he sliould be; i)r'iSi:rvod from those gross oppressions aiid 
cruellies, which liai! chaiacicrized his state of siaveiy ; and to attaisi that object, the 
act i stablished a class of special magistrates for the express purpose of taking under 
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tlieir protection the approiiiiced la1)f)ur(,>r;i! of the colonif^s, and providing tliut tiioy 
slioidd linderi^o punishinent ordv under the aiithoriiy ot those speciid justice;;. 

" 'i'lie great question tlu'n now was, wliethor liie iiittMitiuns oi' the act. (if IB.l,), 
or, more properly speakiiiir, whether t.'.X' inteiu.ions ot" ihis .N'atiiKi ami tlie llritisii 
ParUament, Lad been fultilied, cr whether, on the other hMiul. ti,e hojies whieh 
had heen entertained, had or i>a(! not been realized. Durinj: t!ie lir^l yc;>r iii'ter tiiat 
great measure had passed, the experiment had been allowed to proceed without 
any intervention on the part of the fmi)erial Parliament, and in 1!!. id a (;omrnitteo 
of the House of Commons had heen appointed to cxaaiine into the worl.injj; of the 
systeni. That Cominittee had made a \H'rv valuable report, and !i:>(i stated certain 
jjartieidars ia which alteration and improvement were necessary. In 1<!.J7 another 
< 'ommittee for tho'same juirpose had been appoiuted, or rather !iad b/en renewed, 
but tiiey had made no report, neither had the evidence which had heen talien 
before the last committee been published. Ir. might, however, have been vx- 
pected, that during the two years tlicse hnjuirios were proceeding at home, some 
advancement had been made on the j>art of the local colonial legislatures towards 
the fulfilment of the recommendations of the committee of IH'SG. L'rifortunutoly, 
such had not been tlie case, and now this country was reducetl to the necessity oi' 
re-irupiiring whether it was not witliin the duty, as well as the wisdom, of Parlia- 
ment to hiterjjose with a view to supply the remedies for such defects as time and 
experience had shown to be the result of the system establi.slied In H!;};?. Such 
remedies had been neglected by the local liOgislatures ; ih'^y had failed to supj)iv. 
as tiiey ought to have supplied, them, and it was, he submitted, now the duty of 
Parliament, m compliance with the wi:die.s of the nation, to. take cure that neces.sarv 
remedies should be devised and adopted, either by the local legistatures or the 
Iniperidl Parliament. 

" The Committee of 18.'>(), had entered into the inquiry entrusted to them at great 
length, and had particularly directed their attention to the island of Jamaica, the 
most ancient, the most populous of the British West India colonies, and from the 
leading position .lamuica had always held, the same observations as were a])})li- 
eable to that colonv, though not strictly applicable to other parts, still in a great 
de.-: ;'ref- sketched out some of tlie insfredients and evils, incident to the rest of tho 
cnlnniea. It was, therefore, his ( Lord Gleiielg's) intention, to call their lordships' 
attention to the defectii which that committee had pointed out in the working nf 
the apprenticeship system, and it was not unimportant to observe that those evils 
and defects which the commiUee had recommended as worthy of the attention of 
tlie Legislature, were just those evils and delects, which it was now proposed the 
1-egislature should deal whh. He should not advert to the innior circumstutices 
or the petty grievances into which the committee had inquired, but to those higher 
matters, which involved at once great principles and inij)o?t<int conijequeiices. 

" 1 ho first defect to which the commitiee had alluded as existing in Jamaica, was 
the want of reciprocity in the amount and ap|)lication of the penalties intiicted by 
tlie authority of tho special justices ujjon the employers, planterst and managers 
ol the apprenticed negroes. '1 his evil, they remarked, had been pointed out to 
the colonial atithorities by Lord Stanley, v>ho, nt the commencement of the system, 
hud called the attention of the local legislature to the different sort of justice dealt 
out to the einjdoyer and to the labourer. 

" Lord Stanley told them, thut the act of ISJJii enabled the magistrates to irn- 
po.se fines tipon employers for any wrong inflicted upon the aj)prenticed labourer, 
and that snch fines might be aj)j>lied to the injured })arty either in the whole or in 
I)art, or be applied to tiu; use of tiie public service in the island, according to tho 
discretion of the magistrates. In .-.hort, it gave them power to comjiensate the 
apprentice for his wrongs out of tiie fines, and Lord Stanley had desired the local 
h'gislature to pass a clause to that eflect. No snch cla'ase had, however, been 
introduced. At the same time, it appeared from the reports and vohmiinous 
details which were on their lordshii)s' table, and to which he would willingly refer 
and<piote from atlength, but that he thought the facts were so notorious, that ihev 
must be admitted on all sides— it appeared from the reports on the table, that the 
committee did not insist upon a redress of that grievance, but at the same time it 
was clear from the rejiorfs and other documents furnished by the special magis- 
trates, that the grievance was felt to exist by the negro population, and one of^he 
jnost intelligent magistrates, stated, that of it they severely complained. 

" 'I lie next defect to which tho committee referred, was the defective constitution 
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of the tribunal for the valuation of slaves applying to purchase their freedom. 
The committee stated, that no guard existed against excessive valuations, and tlie 
result was, that great difficulty was, contrary to the intention of the AboHtion Act, 
thrown in the way of the manumission of apprenticed negroes. Thsy stated, 
further, that this also had been the subject matter of a correspondenca between 
the Secretary of State and the governor of the colony, and although every effort 
ha(i been made to correct if, no remedy had yet been applied. It was true, that 
this point was one of the most difficult subjects connected with the abolition 
(juestion ; but, at the same time, the impression raised from all the documents 
and from the general rei)0i t was, that tiie valuations were elevated too high, and 
that difficulties were thrown in the way of manumission which had not heen con- 
templated, in consequence of the tribunal in some islands being constituted of 
irulividuals bringing to it opinions held by particular parties. 

" In the island of Jamaica, for instance, the tribunal was composed of one 
special magistrate (ho meant one of those specially appointed to protect the slaves), 
and of two magistrates of the country. He (Lord Glenelg) did not wish by any 
means to iTnply that any of those magistrates of the country, many of whom were 
gentlemen of the highest honour and character, were capable of intentionally alter- 
ing the valuation of the apprentices who appeared before them, but still they, 
from their situation, had some degree of bias, and at any rate a suspicion of a bias 
existed iu consequence of the differences between the special justices and the 
magistrates of the country, and because the valuations in many instances had been 
so high, that the apprentices had been unable to obtain their manumission. 'I'hat 
subject had been brought to the attention of the House of Assembly by (he be- 
lieved) his noble frierid Lord Statdey, and the reply of the Ilo'ise of Assembly 
had been, that they did not consider the valuations too high, but, on the contrary, 
that they had been much below the proper level. The same subject had again 
been brought under the consideration of the colonial Assembly by the governor. 
Sir Lionel Smith, but still no remedy for this defect in the system, had yet been 
supplied by that local Legislature. 

" The committee of 1830 next pointed out, as another defect in the existing 
system, the want of adequate protection to the special magistrates against vexatious 
prosecutions. The committee represented that the special magistrates were 
obstructed in the performance of their duties, because the law was not clearly 
definite in protecting them, in cases where they attempted to inquire into the 
working of the system, or to ascertain the real state and condition of the appren-- 
tices by communicating with the gangs at work, or when in houses of correction, 
or im[)risonmf lit. For such endeavours, some magistrates had been exjiosed to 
vexatious prosecutions, and had been mulcted in costs. Although in those cases, 
the Government had interposed and rescued them from pecuniary loss, still ho 
held that such was not the situation in which persons filling the arduous and 
important duties of the office of special magistrates ought to be left, and the 
committee in their report urged the necessity of some alteration in the system, in 
order to secure to the magistracy, freedom from such vexatious proceedings. 
It was true, that not many of these prosecntioiiS had taken place; but still 
it must be admitted, that it was not their actual occurrence, but the dread !ind 
suspense necessarily created in the minds of the special magistrates from a 
liabdity to such prosecution, which must interfere with a bold and uncompromising 
discharge of their duties. In saying this, he did not mean to throw the slightest 
reflection upon the great body of magistrates in the Colonies, many of whom had 
most ably and faithfully fulfilled the functions committed to them. It appeared 
also frcin the papers on their lordships' table, that independent of such vexatious 
prosecution, the justices were often interfered with in the performance of their 
duty by other causes. They were often, it would appear, obstructed when about 
to enter estates ; and in passing from one estate to another, they frequently were 
compelled to take a long circuitous rout-^, though proceeding to the next adjoining 
property. Now, such obstructions were easily effected in the Colonies; but at 
the irame time it was right to say, that those, as well as every other evil, were 
not, as had been stated by Sir L. Smith, of universal existence. On the contrary, 
he (Lord Glenelg) must observe, that there were in the West India Colonies 
many honourable men who kept alOof from the adoption of any such vexatious 
obstructions as those to which he adverted. There were men, however, who 
took advantatre of the law as it now stood, and the evil existed up to the pre- 
sent time. 
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The noxt defect whicb the committee of 1836 had obsorve<l upon was, that the 
Jamaica law contained no provision for the regulation and distribution of the 
hours of labour — that distribution being now the principal cause of dispute be- 
tween the '^siployers and the apprenticed labourers. The dispute was as to eight 
hours' or nine hours' labour at a time. The total amount per week of labour, was 
fixed by the Act of Parliament of 1833, and no doubt it would be far more 
agreeable and advantageous to the apprentices themselves, that they should work 
under the nine-hours svstera, because it would enable them to have more time 
consecutively at their own command. The evils arising from these disputes, had 
been marked out in strong terms hy the committee of 1836, and though these 
disputes did not exist universally, yet in some of the Colonies they prevailed to a 
considerable extent, and particularly in the island of Jamaica, on those estates 
whei-e the eight-hour system was enforced by the proprietors, against the genenil 
wishes of the apprentices. The adoption of the nine-hour system, as a general 
regulation, had also been recommended to the House of Assembly for their con- 
sideration by the committee, and again by Sir L. Smith. That duly, however, tlio 
House of Asseinbly had not yet performed. Without infringing upon the rule he 
had laid down for himself, not to go into details, he jjerhaps might be permitted 
to mention one of the latest accounts on the subject v/hich had been received 
from Sir L. Smith. It was of the date of the 13th November last. Sir L. Smith 
stated: — ' As regards the general wdrking of the apprenticeship system, we are 
at present consider ably disturbed in some districts by certain obstinate planters 
and managers, who will not giv« up the eight-hour system of labour, and the 
struggle I have long mainta;ned ' now, in some parishes, broken out into open 
opposition by planters, and. in soui j itistances, to open resistance by the appren- 
tices ;' and then, he went on to mention two or three instances of discontent 
arising from an obstinate adherence by the planters to the eight-hour system, an 
obstinacy which kept up the spirit of animosity between the apprentices and the 
employers. 

In connexion with the eight-hour system, the Committee adverted, but not at 
ai»y gvf'nt ]onf;tli, to the subject of the allowance to the negroes of those indul- 
gence, enjoyed 1)) iliem when in a state of slavery. The Committee expressed 
regret, that tliese allowances or indulgences should have, in many instances, 
been witliheld from tlie apprenticed labourers, and yet this, one of the greatest 
grievances whicii oppressed the labourers, was still allowed to continue unabatnd, 
tiiougi) tlie subject liiid been more than onct; brought under tlie considorution 
of the House of Assembly. In the time of their slaverj', they had been allowed 
several personal indulgences — for example, persons in an infirm state of health ; and 
mothers with a certain number of children were in a considerable degree exemjited 
from field labour; cooks were allowed to prepare food for the working gangs; 
and carriers were appointed to supply them with water during the hours of labour ; 
tlie.se, and many other indulgences were Rt the present moment withheld. The 
bill provided, that all indulgences which were allowed to the negroes in a state of 
slavery, being necessary for their comfort and health, should be continued, but 
which in many cases had been takea away from them. For instance, tnothers 
having sick children were now compelled to labour, and to hire persons to look 
after them; and aged and infirm persons, who had been exempted from work, 
were compelled to return to it again. Sir Lionel Smith expressed himself rather 
strongly on this subject in one of his despatches, stating, that it was his intention 
to bring before the House of Assembly, the hardship of depriving the negroes of 
fuel and water-carriers, which had the effect of converting the time allowed for 
breakfast, one hour and a half, into a season of toil, instead of repose, because the 
labourer was compelled to seek fuel and water ; but if be could not find water on 
the estate, not being permitted to go away from it, he was doomed to suffer all the 
agony of thirst. Another grievance consisted in the labourer being obliged to 
walk from tliree miles to six to his work and back again, and this loss of time and 
strength, was not computed in his nine hours' toil. Anotlier grievance on whicli 
the Committee dwelt with great em})hasis, was the infliction of corporal })unishment 
on female apprentices ; they found that this subject had engaged the attention of the 
Government in Jamaica, and that of the (Jovernment at home, and that measures 
had been taken with a view to prevent the recurrence of the practice. It was pe- 
remptorily forbidden by the Act of Abolition ; but in s])ite oftliat prohibition ajid of 
every effort which hm been miide to prevent it, it was quite clear, it had been very 
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much the ftustoiu to flof,-' female appiTuticos siiu'o tlit' pas^int;- of ilie act. Ife-vvould 
not outer into tlie (l<!t:ii!.H of tlie oases inserted in the report of the r-omniitlep. It 
iippeijreil, however, from a pami)ljlct which was pubH.ilied last year, by one of the 
witnesses examined before that committee, t],at this mischief wa.^ perpetrated cliieliy 
under tlie slielter of the wcrkhijuse system, Tlie workhouses were repfnlated by 
local laws, and those who came under what was called t!ie discipline of the work- 
houses, were subject to all the laws that regulated them, conse(|nently, the special 
magistrates ceased (o liave anv control over those nei;;roes. Under that system 
corporeal punishment had been ifjilicted on the female apprentices, and every 
efFort to put a stoj) to the practice Irad failed of success. Such v. ere some of the 
trrievunces pointed out by the committee. jManv attenrpts have heen made to 
induce the local Legislature to redress those n;rievances, Init without ctFect. 

The noble Lord then proceeded to read, in a very low ttme of voice, short 
passages from various despatches which had passed betvv(-eu him and Sir Lionel 
Smith, to show that these <rriovances had been frecpiently ami eaniestlv urged on 
the attention of the colonial Legislature, with a view to their removal. The noble 
Lord jiarticularly referred to a despatch sent by him. to Sir Lionel Smith, dated tiio 
)r>th of Jv'ovember, iV,37 , which recajiitulated the desi)atclies sent from the 
Colonial Olfico since the '^Oth of August, l8;?'j, which bis Lordship read a.s follows : 
"In my desjiatch. No. 8-i. of the -^Uth August, ISAo, I urged an amendment 
of the law, by wliic)> the ill-treatmeni of woinen in gaols Tui-htbe pn.'veuled. 

" In my despatch, No. 1-25, of the Lnh October, 1H3.'j, I desired that the 
Assembly should be reminded cf the pressing importance of enactments to secure 
th*' attendance of the children of ajifirentices at .srhoous. 

" In my despatch. No. 257, of the 24lh Ajiril, 1836, I seconded the wishes of 
the Marcpiis of Sligo for laws (o restrahi cruelty in hosjiitais, and to au!ho!'i/,e the 
inspection of them by s])ecial justices at all hours. A commidee of tin? Assembly 
alleged, it is true, that the right to inspect was not disputed ; but I find by the 
despatches now before me, that the attendance aiul jiroper treatment of ilie sick, is 
not yet secured by law, although the delects of the law on this head were •-.oijited 
to by Lord Stanley at the very beginning of the a}iprenticesliip, in his despatch of 
the yOth February, IStU, No. 3. 

" In my despatch. No, -285, of tiie l2th June, 1.s;i(!, I desired that the Assem- 
bly should be applied to for a law to restrain the powers of oflicers in workhouses 
to the infliction of sucli jmuishments oidy as sIkuiM have been authorized in 
writing by a magistrate. 

" In my despatch. No. of the i>8th .hiiie, IB'io, I directed apjdication to 
be made to the Assembly, for a law to prevent thi- ilogging of women on the tread- 
mill. 

" In my despatches, Nos. 87 and 10;3, of the '.'Oth April and lOtii .lune, 18;57. 
I iiad to regret the refusal of the Assembly to entertain the various proposals 
v. bich you had brought l)efore them, for sui)j)lying detreiences iu the Abolition 
Act, and for tlie obt;iiniug unit'ormity iu the di^-tribuiiou <jf the hours of labour ; 
and iu my despatch. No. !7<>, of the :>lst of last month, T v.as unutu- the necessity 
of issuing such instructions as had liocome necessary, in conseipience of thi! 
Assembly having failed to adopt the recommendation of the Cou\miftee of the 
House of C'onnnons in the session of 18ot>, respecting amendments in the !av>' 
which governs the valuation of apju-fiitices for the jturchase of tlieir discharge. 

"In my despatch, No. 9!), of the 'J'>th of May of this year, 1 desired that the 
A.ssembly should be called on to exempt the apprentices irom the operation of 
certain enactments respecting vagrants. 1 liave vet to learn whether this appli- 
cation has iihared the fare of those previouslv enuriunated. 

" It is with serious regret and concern tiiut ! have fouml 'tnself under the neces- 
sity of reverting thus specifically to a succession of ineffectual attempts to obtain 
re(piisite amendments of (be law in Jamaica ; but the continual recurrence of 
abuses, to tlje -)revention of wiiich, many of those attenrpts were directed, impe- 
ratively requires that I should discharge niyself of the resjionsibility which would 
attach to me, if I did not once more convey throngb you to tlie Asst-mhiy of 
Jamaica an earnest exhortation, that they will not allow the jieriod of a]>prenlice- 
shi)) to expire without anvtliing being effectually done by tiieir own intervention, 
to iniligato grievances wliich, while thev must exasjierate the munis of the 
ajiprentices, cannot fail to be attended with si'rinu^^ injury to tie- future intt-rests 
oi their eiuplover^,'" 
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After this d('sj>L!tcli oiiP was roci'ivod from Sir Lioiic! Siuith, slatiiij? that h«! 
ij.ju.jJet! to niitko aoiuc proiiositiuiis for tl'e romuv.il of th^ ^!;rievanc':'='> cij!ii}»l!iitM'<! 
of, I'o tho I loiist! of Assembly, and he ( Lord (iieiieitc.) iu re])ly, f'xprcasfd hs.s 
satisfaction thereat, and his hope, that his recommendations would be ado[>ted, 
informing him, tliat he shonhl await tlie result of his application to the Assomhly 
before he would himself propose any measure to Parliament. In January last lie 
received a despatch from Sir Lionel Smith, dated liie "2-tth of November, 1B;.>7, 
after tim proposals liad been made to the House of ..Vssembly, in which he said 
— Referring your Lordshij) to the messaj^-es wiiich I early sent to the present 
House of Assenibly, in view to the correction of certain clauses of t!ie AboHliofi 
Law bearing opj)ressively upon the apprentices, I am sorry to inform your Lord- 
sliip, that I "have !io i»o;»eleft, that they will correct the evils I exposed to them to 
insure more just laws fur the remainiiig apprenticeship. Vour Lordship wdl sec, 
that I cannot report officially on the subject till I get tiie oflicial answer, but 1 
thought it desirable to give your Lordship the earliest iniormation on what i am 
assured will be the fate of my anxious endeavours to have the laws ameliorated, 
that your Lordship may make up your mind and instruct me for my further guid- 
ance «-hen the subject is brought before you in a more tangible shape." 

The House of Assembly adjourned without coming to any thing like a decision 
on the propositons made, neither had the slightest intimation been given of tiieir 
intention to adopt them. It therefore became the duty of the Im})erial Parliament 
to interfere, and to pass tliis bill, which was intended to follow up and complete 
the provisions and objects of the Abolition Act, and to meet the defects in that 
act, which had been pointed out by the committee. He might relate other facts to 
their lordships, hut the chief tiling to be attended to, was the removal of acknow- 
ledged abuses. He did not think it necessary to enter into the details of the bill 
in all its provisions, as tliat would be done more properly in committee. Those 
subjects to^wiiich he had adverted ; — the distribution of the time of labour, the 
inadequate protection of the special justices, the want of reciprocity in the treat- 
ment and employment of the apprentices, the discontinuance of those allowances 
to which the negroes had been accustomed, the time allows^d for going to and 
coming from work, and the flogging of female apprentices, formed the {irin-cipal 
subjects of the bill. He would, howevar, refer to ono or two points in the bill. 
With respect to the protection of the special magistrates, it was twofold, direct 
and indirect. The j)rotection was indirect in one sense, for the bill declared 
rather than enacted, because tlie Aboliiiou Act hud already enactml it, that thost^ 
who obstructed the sjiecial magistrate; in the j)erforr(uincc of their duties, should 
be liable to a penalty ; it also authorized the justices to enter the houses of correc- 
tion, the hospitals, the workhouses, and to visit the various estates and plan- 
tations, either alone or in company with other persons, to receive complaints 
from labourers, and to examine into the treatment thoy received. Then, as to 
the direct protection they were to receive, tiiey were to be protected from vexatious 
prosecutions and actions at law. 

" It had been his intention to propose, that whenever an action was brought 
against a special magistrate, he should ap})ly to the Ciovernment, and act under the 
advice of the law officers of the Crown, who would take the necessary measures 
for arresting the jjrogress of the ])roceedings. It was now pro{)Osed, that those 
actions should be allowed to proceed, but that an appeal should bemadetotlie Court 
of Error in the colony, and then to the Privy Council. The Court of Error in 
Jamaica consisted, as he understood, of tlie governor and nine officiid members of 
the Council, including the Chief Justice, the Attoniev-Cencnd, the I'ishop, and 
others, and some non-oliieial memher.s of the Council, 'i'hat cnurt was to judge 
only of points of law, but not of facts. It had no jiower to condemn the un- 
righteous verdict of a jury. There was, therefore, great difficulty in obtaining 
justice. It was projiosed, then, that the evidence should be laid before this court, 
and that it should have the j)ower even to rej«c't evidence. The consefjuerice 
would bo, that the Court of Error, would not only be able to judge of the law, but 
of the facts, ia future, and of the iiuding of the jury. 1 iiis was a nujst material 
improvement, 'i'he sauu^, of curse, would he tli.' case witli respect to tiie Privy 
Council. It was aLo intended to reiirn-(! all limitations as to tii(> auuiunt of 
damages. At jjre.senr a rerf^iin sum uuist be involved l)V a suit, before an api)eai 
could be made; it was, (hiTif iic, (m, ■,■ (o avoid the possibility of sucii ;.Ui appeal 
by fixing the damages below that amount. 
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" rSince the bill had been printed, be understood it was defective with regard to 
the Privy Council ; but whatever defects there might be in the bill, he hoped they 
would be remedied in coiumiaee, and that he should receive the co-operation of 
any noble lord who thought there were defects in it, in endeavouring to improve 
it. lie entreated their lordships to coilie to the consideration of the bill in 
committee with an impartial desire to carry into effect the objects of the bili, and 
to favour him with their assistance. 

*' There were courts of error in all the legislative colonies where there Ti^eire 
juries ; but there were none in the Crown Colonies. There was, however, a 
tribunal composed of judges, who were all sent from this country. He proposed, 
then, that the appeal should be made to the regular court, as the supreme court, 
and as a last resort, to the Privy Council ; but tliat aJl limits should be removed 
as to the amount of action. It was also pro{)osed, that all female apprentices 
should be exempted from corporal punishment for any offence for so long as they 
continued to be apprentices ; and that male apprentices were to be exempted also 
after the 1st of August, 1840, except for offences so punished in this country. 
It would also be competent for the governor, to liberate apprentices in some cases. 
Their lordships were aware, that the non-predials were to be liberated on the 1st 
of August, 1838, and the predials on the Ust of August, J840; but laws bad 
-beien passed, by which an unfair classification had been made, and by local acts in 
several cases, after a certain period, no revision of the classification was to take 
place. It was therefore proposed in the hiii, to extend the time for revision, and 
the decision of the persons to be appointed was to be final. He had now stated 
the evils which existed, and shown the remedy proposed to be applied, and he 
entreated (he favourable and indulgent attention of their lordships to the bUJ which 
had been brought forward ; and he trusted, that if was not beyond the power of 
Parhament to apply a perfect cure for the evils which existed."— (From lieport in 
*' Hie Times" Neu:apaper, 



Conclusion. 

In taking leave of these comments, and of the evidence by which the legisla- 
tive and practical abuses of the Apprentif^eship Syst^n have been sufficiently 
proved, it must necessarily be a subject of dee^ regret, to the friends of the 
negro race, that a system so unjust in its principle,— so certainly productive of 
mischief, — and now admitted to be altogether needless for its professed purpose, — 
should, under any modification, be still permitted to continue. And that regret 
will t3 deepened on referring to the bill just passed for the mitigation of tins 
abominable system, to find, that however valuable and important many of its 
proposed amendments undoubtedly are, it is nevertheless, singularly deficient in 
those stringent and imperative provisions, which are absolutely required, even for 
the accomplishment of its limited object. 

This subject, however, together with others of great importance, must be 
reserved for future discussion,— the specific object of tliis Api)endix being, as 
already stated, the illustration of such topics only, as were reserved for immediate 

consideration. , „ ^ ..v • • - « 

But it is impossible to conclude, without alluding once more, to the opinions 
expressed in the Anti-Slavery [Statement, respecting those permanent Colonial 
luws, which are destined to succeed the present system. . 

To the future perils of the Negroea arising from Colonial .egislation, the 
attention of the British Public has not been hitherto sufficiently directed.— rhese 
ils are imminent,— and they require a complete exposure, which it^ will ho 
one of the first duties of the Anti-Slavery Committee to promote. A nartial 
iuvestio-ation of the various methods, by which it is proposed to contract the tuture 
market'' for free labour,— to compel its performance at inadequate wages --and 
to retain the labouring population in a state of abject subservience, would be of 
little avail ; the whole subject, therefore, must be postponeu for the present, 
but with the prospect of resuming it at no distant period. 
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